J. HAROLD FLANNERY — -~ OFFICE, 82 S. MAIN STREET

CITY SOLICITOR

B i

(gvf/% % Dtlston

PiTTsTON, PA.,

Jan. 17, 1927.

To the lionorable liayor &
llembers of Council,
City of Pittston, Pa.

Gentlemen:
Attorney James P. Harris of Wilkes-Barre, represent-

ing the Brie Railroad Company, has written me, and I be-
lieve}ll s written other city officials, concerning the

_assessne of the company for paving on Oak Street in the
sun Wi N7 .06 charged against their frontage of 76.1 feet.

stes that this assessment be stricken off and the
isfied. '

Inzsmuch as the entire 76.1 feet is necessary for the
of way of the railroad, as I am informed by the City
eer it is, it is not liable for municipal improvements,

I would, therefore, recommend that the Assessor he

nstructed to abate the assessment and the Solicitor to sat-




Pittston, Permsylvania,

P> 7"
Hareh —~ < 1927.

1 QITY OF PITTSTON BY 173 PROPER OFFICERS

Gentlénen:

I give you notice thet Article 3 of the
Workmen's Compensation Act of 1915 does not apply
to our contract of employment and that I do not agree
to sccept the compensation provided therein.
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J. HAROLD FLANNERY . OFFICE, 82 S. MAIN STREET

CITY SOLICITOR

&
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To the Honorablg layor & A
lembers of Council, rjﬁ

G of Pittston, Ffa.

’ City

Gentlemen:

matter was

myself and

to pursue. I
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J. HAROLD FLANNERY : OFFICE, 82 S. MAIN STREET

“CITY SOLICITOR

(go% % Pttilon

PiTTtsToN, Pa.. llarch 3, 1927.

To the Honorahle Havor and
ilembers of Council,
Pittston, Pa.

Gentlemen:

I wish to call your attention to the fact that the
poles on the northerly side of ILambert Street, which
were taken over by the Bell Telephone Company in 1925,
have been removed.

Along this same line it would be well at this time to
consider the cleaning up of North lain Street between
HMill Street and the City line by an arrangement beltween Q
the four Public Service Corporations involved. !

There seems -to be an excessive number of poles along
this street and I think that if these compeanies were
called together and they would join in carrying their
lines on the same poles it would be possible to have
two distinet and well distributed lines of poles - one
on each side of the street. This would, therefore,
improve the conditions and the general appearance of
that street between those voints.

I am sure this would meet with favor with at least three
of the corporations involved and, therefore, recommend
that actionk}n.this direction be taken.

/

Respectfully yours, g

City Epgineer.




J. HAROLD FLANNERY

- EITY SOLICITOR

e

—_— -

City of Ditlilon

PiTTsToN, Pa., April 18, 1927.

To the Honorable Mayor &
Members of Council,
Pittston, Pennsylvania.

Gentlemen: .

Upon receipt of the complaint directed against the Spring
Brook Water Supply Company 1 wrote the officials, both
locally and in Wilkes-Barre and subsequently consulted
with Mr. Healey personally.

Years ago when the owner was compelled to connect on at the
main out in the street a tappage fee was charged and the
company made the connection. Now, however, in view of the
fact that the company has exclusive control in the streets
that service is eliminated as well as the charge therefor
and there is now no such a thing as what was known as the
tappage fee.

Recent legislation and regulation requires the company to
supply its facilities at the curb. ZFrom there into the

house the expense and responsibility is on the property

owvner. The Company makes its construction to that point
entirely independent of and without any charge to the citisens,
but the cost of the actual connection of the two lines at the
curb - that is the house line under the side-walk and into

the house and the service pipe from the main to the curb must
be paid by the consumer. 7This service the company is ready
and willing to perform and it does so at a fixed price of
$4.50, that to cover labor and the cost of connecting fittings
for which the company uses copper piping with brass joists,
elbows, etc. 1f the householder desires to have this done by
his own plumber he may do s0 - paying the expense for the
labor and material involved himself and in this latter event
there is no charge, of course, by the Water Company.

There has also been afforded for the information of the City a
copy of the rates and rules in force by the company and which

o OFFICE, 82 S. MAIN STREET
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To the Honorable layor &
Members of Council,
Pittston, rennsylvania.

have been approved by the Public Service Commission. These
are enclogsed for your consideration as also the receipt
dated 3/21/27 given by Edward Hooper, of the Spring Brook
Water Supply Company, evidencing that service is authorized
for premiges No. 199 Johnson Street, City; the receipt is
stamped No. 6093,

As I understand lir. Healey's explanation, as outlined above,
the regulation is reasonable and would be sustained by the
Public Service Commission if a complaint were lodged. 1f any
householder is of opinion that the connection charged is
excessive he is at liberty to have the work done prlvately

at his own expense.

Trusting this covers the entire situation involved, I anm,

Resnectfu%/y yours;
F/S # '
Enc. 4 City‘Solicitor '

P. 8. I am sendlng a copy of this letter/to lir. aley with
_the Qunest that he verify my undefstanding of odr discussion,

0 ’




" J. HAROLD FLANNERY OFFICE, 82 SOUTH MAIN STREET

CITY SOLICITOR ) -
City of Ditlston
PitTsTON, PA., January 10, 1928.

To the Honorable layor &
Members of Council,
Pittston, Pa.

Gentlemen:

On February 18th, 1924, the Council of a former
administration passed a resolution 2%§ding itself to
appropriate, by ordinance, and pay e Treasurer of Luzerne
County such sum or sums as might be recovered against it as
damages occasioned by the approach of the new bridge at
North Main Street; this was conditioned, however, on the
right of the City to intervene and appeal from the award of

viewers.

Subsequently Jacob Silverblatt made his claim
against the County for the determination of which viewers
were appointed, and an award was made in favor of the
pPlaintiff for the sum of $7645.00.

From that award, since Pittston City was liable
and since the County did nothing, I, as City Solicitor,
appealed and took the matter to the Common Pleas Court where
it is now pending. ©On October 7th, 1927, Counsel for Jacob
Silverblatt excepted to the order permitting the City of
Pittston to become a party defendant in this action, but
subseqguently that exception was withdrawn and a Statement of
Claim was served and the case will be up for trial in the near

future.

From the nature of the case, and since there is so
much involved, I would ask your authority to associate with
me -in this case other counsel - gpecifically Richard B. Sheridan,
Esq., of Wilkes-Barre, and would suggest that a resolution to

that effect be passed.

SR 2 A ——



BELL PHONE 205-R5 WYOMING. PaA. PITTSTON, 24-]

J. B. D. STONE CO. me.
CLASSIFIED CRUSHED AND BUILDING STONE
PITTSTON, PA. Jan, 18,27,

To the Honorable Mayor and U1ty Commissioners.

of Pittstony Penna,

Gentlemen:

Having owned two Gamewell Trutle Gongs I would like to exchange

them for enough Duplex No. 10 wire to replace the wire now in use for the
!
fire alarm on Water Street bridge, the amount of wire not®to exceed 1000 ft
q :

These Bells or Gongs are now in use for the fire service in the homes of

Robert Mitchell and William Havard,

Hoping you cah see Your way clear to make this exchange, Iam,

Yours truly,

) /




J. HAROLD FLANNERY

CITY SOLICITCR

City of Ditlston

OFFICE, 82 S. MAIN STREET

PiTTsTOoN, PA., January 24, 1927.
To the Honorable hiayor &
HMembers of Council,
"'J_ Stdi’l’ ;—7'\&-
Gentlemen:
to reguest for advise as to.the resp vy of the
Water Co. for a break in the kill ¢ ave an
about August 15, 1925, wermit me to to your atten-
mication of 1926, sent immediately after the
'? questi 1wolved were rred to me. I stated in that
letter thut I was of the ﬁ _ the owner of the vproperty ;p
( front of whose preunises the pavement was danag is liable for th
xpense of repairing that damage.
;77 Mr. ”yers, City Lngineer, *ﬁted that the point in guestion appeared
La be undermined and as a2 result broke down. Upon investigation it
wags found that a void had wigted under the ;qfeaent caused by water
4 ;rad ually washing away the earth into the interstices of a rock
'\ £ill over the combination sewer, which had been lald in the street.
The water appeared to have come F?ﬂ” a leaking house connection.
C;? ;>' Supplementing my »nrev letter of July 8th, the pipe leading from
the water main to the et curb, or property line, as originally .
lzid belongs Lo the pz ty owner and a break in such a pivpe would
impose Llabllltj Uno A replacement of the original pipe
conﬂpctwﬁn or 7 e curb could and would be made ordinarily
r the wate would be responsible for any defects in
S constr uction nstalation.

s

The case at hand,

thierefore, resolves

itgelf into

t¢527yﬂ company if it laid ﬁhe ii;e as a replacement would
for defects aﬂﬂ ;er its maintenance; the property o
- an aririnal instal "u,uﬂd it would be necessary for the e or
kff Street Departme Find these facts wositively before responsibility
can be definit d.
Respectfully submitted,

£y Solicitor.




J. HAROLD FLANNERY
CITY SOLITITOR —

Coty of Prithtin

OFFICES, MINERS _BANK BUILDING

PiTTtsToN, Pa.
June 15, 1926,

Teo the Honorable Mayor,
and the Members of Council,
City of Pittston, Pa.

géntlemen:
Enclosed there is a copy of communication received

“ﬁ*from James P. Harris, Esq., with reference to alleged damage
to the property of Mrs. M. Drew of 86 Lambert Street, Pittston,

{ ' f Pa, It is self-explanatory.
\\K \v; ; I will request that this be referred to the Engineer
\\/ /- for investigation as to the nature of the improvement of the

\¥; Street, etc. and the cause and the extent of the damage, if
f % any.
E\)\

E\\} Respectfully submitted

F'R
Enc.



- oY
LAW OFFICES
~ Suite 609
Coal Exchange Building
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

JUNE 12th,
19286,

J. Harold Flannery, City Solicitor,
Pittston, Pa.
Dear Sir:s

lMirg, M., Drew is the present owner of premises at
86 Lambert St., Pittston, Pa.

About a year or so ago this Street was graded
by the City with the result that the retaining wall was
under mined and recently gave way. This will necessitate
some expense on the part of Mré. Drew to put her premises
in safe and proper conditiens. .

Will you kindly take this matter up with the City

Council and advise whether the City is willing to reimburse

her for the damages sustained by the City operations.

Yery truly yours,

James P, Harris

JPH/ym
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\4. HAROLD FLANNERY : T OFFICES, MINERS BANK BUILDING

CITY SOLICITOR ) s

Ty of Piilston

PitrrsTOoN, PA.  June 21, 1924,

To the Honorable Mayor and
Members of Council, 1
City of Pittston, Pa.

Gentlemen: f
Enclosed you will find an ordinance providing for
the sale of the Silby Steam Fire Engine #537.

o/

Before this ordinance can be passeﬁ it will be
necessary that the Hiagara Engine Vomwenv #e

a resolution surrendering all its riNA

and interest in and to this mechine

A cony of that r,SOWuLlon ig enclosed for your

c
berusal. The original To in the hands of the
Tie Engine Company #2,

Kindly defer action until we have tJP certified
cony as it has been passed.

Resgpnectfully yourk,
T/S

Enc. .




J. HAROLD FLANNERY ! . OFFICE, 82 S. MAIN STREET

d\TY SOLICITOR

/ City of Pitliton

PitTsToN, PA., July 8, 1926.

To the Honorable Mayor and
Members of Council,
City-of Pgttston, Pa.

Gentlemen: Re; Resolution No. 1506 -
June 21, 1926.

Responding to request for advice as to the responsi-
bility of the Spring Brook Water Company for a break
in Mill Street pave and sewer on or about August 15,
1925, I am of opinion that the owner of the property
in front of whose premises the pavement was damaged

is liable for the expense of repairing the damage to
the pavement.

Mr. Myers, City Engineer, states that the pavement at
the point in question appeared to be undermined and as
a result broke down. Upon investigation it was found
that a void had existed under the pavement by water
gradually washing away the earth into the interstices
of rock fill over the combination sewer, which had been
laid in the street. <The water appears to have come
from a leaking house connection.

As I understand it the house connection, the pipe leading
from the water main to the street curb, or property line,
belongs to the property owner. Any damage caused by a
leak in the house connection, therefore, should be borne
by the property owner.

Respectfully submitted,

Bs | /QWﬁam%Z/

Soliecitor.

— &

——







J. HAROLD FLANNERY B OFFICE, 82 SOUTH MAIN STREET {

CITY SOLICITOR

City of Fitlston

PITTsTON, PA., January 10, 1928.

To the Honorable llayor &
Members of Council,
Pittston, Pa.

Gentlemen:

Counsel for the petitioners opposing any increase in rates by
the Federal Water Service Corporation will withdraw the com-
plaint in view of the declaration by the Corporation in their
newspaper advertisement, to the effect that no increase will
be made unless the same shall be necessitated by the expense

of litigation on the petition to restrain that very thing.

I have conferred with the various counsel on the matter and feel
that such a step is proper and advisable under the circumstances
and places the Corporation in a position where they can not very
well effect an increase, in the near future at least, without

considerable difficulty.

The matter can, therefore, be regarded as in abeyance until

further developments.

Respectfully submitted,
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'~ J. HAROLD FLANNERY o OFFICES, MINERS BANK BUILDING

Ciity of Piilion

PitrtsToN, PA. Feb. 15, 1926.

Tc the City Council,
City of Pittston, Pz. A

Gentlemen: Attention #r. Bowkley

This will acknowledge receipt of letter of recent date request-
ing two ordinances, (1) for the licensing of electricians in the
City of Pittston and (2) requiring the Lehigh Valley R. R. Co. to
maintain watchmen at its various grade crossings in the City.

In compliance with the first request there is enclosed an ordinance
providing for the licensing of persons, firms or corporations en-
gaging in the business of electric wiring and providing for &
Bosrd of Electrical Examiners to pass upon the qualifications of
applicants for licenses, directing the payment of fees for licenses,
etc. Inasmuch as this is, as I understand it, an innovation in
this city, it might be well that the proposed ordinsnce and all its
provisions be given the careful attention of council before definite-
ly agreed upon. It presupposes an electrician's union, an electri-
~cal engineer in the City of Pittston, a Department of Buildings in
our government, fixed fees and various other conditions which may
not be practicable of enforcement.

If there are any changes which Council desires, I would be glad if
you would make a note of them and return the ordineance to me for re-
drafting.

As to the stationing of watchmen at the grade crossings of the L.V.
R.R. Co., I am not submitting an ordinance as reguested and in this
connection you will permit me to call the attention of Council to
the legal aspect of the situatione Previous to the formation of
the Public Service Commission by the legislature the third class
cities had specific authority by legislative enactment to require
the erection of safety gates and the placing of flagmen at the in-
tersection of rzilroads with public streets, but in 1913 when the
Commission was formed among its powers and dutics the legislature
provided that it should have power to regulate such crossings, in-
cluding the stationing of watchmen thereat.




City Council - City of Pittston #2

It is possible that this enactment was a violation of the police
powers of municipalities, but under the decisions of ocur Supreme

Court the law would seem to be otherwise. And even in former

times regulations of municipalities requiring watchmen were sub-

ject to the review of the courts, which passed upon their necessity
and the discretion of the Council in requiring such precaution, taking
into their considerations the nature of the crossing, its location and
traffic, etc. :

It would appear in view of the above that the proper procedure in the
event that public safety requires watchmen, gate tenders, or safety
devices at crossings would be a complaint tc the Public Service
Commission and & request that they recuire such measured as may be
necessary for the protection of the public.

F/D Respectfully submi tted,







WM. H. GILLESPIE . .
MAYOR ' ¥ s='

OFFICES, MINERS BANK BUILDING

Citty of Pritlitin

T0 the llembers of the Council
of the City of Pittston:

Gentlemen:
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De VanDuzer
ilroad

received
Lehizh

ertain property of the said
2 street,
and now

i purposes,  with

lire Vaniuzer

herewith copy

Com

PirTsToN, PA. | January 21, 1926,

which
and Acent of
aference to

a1 T he
otreet, in
City for munic-
ter which I sent

. 1 take the liberty to enclose these copies,
so that they may be filed in the office of the City Clerk

for future reference.
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TEAIGH VALLEY RAILR0AD COMPANY
143 LIBERTY STREET

37T YORK, . January 12, 1926.

--Hon, 7JIlliam H. Gillespie,
Mayor, City of Pittston,
Iiners Bank Building,
Pittston,- Penna.

Iy dear llr., Gillespie:

Mr. S5illcox, District Land and Tax Agent of
the Lehigh Vglley at Jllkes-Barre Pennsylvania, has for-
warded to me your letter of J%nuary 8, with reSpect to
certain property of the Lehigh sithate on the east side
of Tompkins Street, south of Dock Street in the City of
Pitt ston now used by the City for municipal purposes.

Te refused to nezotiate the sale of this
property until the City had every opprortunity to con-
sider its acquisition. I note you do not feel that the
City is at the present time able to purchase the prop- :
erty, but that it will be embarrassed in case the Lehigh
gells it to third parties who would demand immediate pos-
session.

The City of Pittston has always been mosth
courbeous in its dealings with the Lehigh and we will
temporarily retain title to this property Lfor the ac-
commodation of the City. Have you in mind & purchaser
who would be willing to nermit the City to continue in
possession?

If you care to prophesy what the future holds
with reSpeet to the possibility of the City of Pittston
acouiring this property, it may be that the time is not

sSo very Iar distant but what we could hold the Sale in
abeyance.

I would be pleased to hear further from you
at your convenience.

) . o Yours truly,
(5izmed) X. D. VanDuzer.

General Land and ax Agent.




[ O

Rs D, VanDuger,

Gensral Land & Tax Agent,
Lehigh Valley Railrosd Co.,
143 Liberty Street,

New York City.

Dear Siri

I wish to -acknowledge receipt of yaur letter
of January 12th in the matter of certain propsrty of the '
. Lehigh Valley Railroad Company, situste on the East side
of Tompkins Street, South of Doek Street, in the Gity of
Pittston, now used hy this eity for municipal purposes,

Permit me first to thank you for your cour=-
" tesy as well as for your consideration of the interests of
the city. No doubt the City would be embarrassed if the
property in question be sold to a third party who would
demand immediate possession, and I assure you that we ap~
preeiate your gotion in tempcrarily roetaining the title
to this property for the aeanmmo&atioa of the Oity.

‘We have mo one in mind at present who wonld
be willing to permit the City remsin in possession., I% is
possible, however, that some one may come Fforward who would
ke willing to do son It 1g d1ffiocult for us to. say when the
City of Pittston may be able to purchase this property, but
we hape that finaneial conditions of the City may warrant
sueh action in the near future.

év Again thanking you for your eonsid.emtian,
remain ~ '

Very truly yours,

WHG*HEEI . M a‘yor .
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Mavor's Oprice

Vrtene L GIrzarms | @itg Uf @ittﬁtnn

PENNSYLVANIA

May 21, 1928.

Members of»Couneil,
Pittston,
Pennsylvaniae.

Gentlemen:

Under date of February 6, 1928, I received a
communication from Mr, Ernest G. Smith, Chairman of the General
Committee, which is preparing for the celebration of the Sesqui-
centennial of the Battle of Wyoming, asking that the City of Pittston
appropriate the sum of One Thousand, Three Hundred Sixty Two and
80/100 ($1,362.80) Dellars as its share of the expense incident to
the proposed celebration. This sum was asséssed against this City on
the basis of its assessed property valuation, and as a pro-rata share
of the total estimated expenses to be paid by municipalities in the

Wyoming Valley. :

After consulting members of Council, I learned that
they were not disposed to act favorably upon the suggestion for good
and sufficient reasons. I, therefore, wrote to Hon. C.C., Bowman,
who represents this City upon that committee, informing him of the
position taken by the members of Council in this matter. I enclose
herewith the letter from the Chairman of the Committee, a 1list of
the pro-rata shares of the expenses assessed against various municip-
alities in the Wyoming Valley, and a copy of my letter to Mr. Bowman,
so that the same may be filed for future references

Very t;zz} ;5/‘

Enc:
WHG :BKM
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ErnesT G. SMrTH \_/ Weekry EsTasrisuep 1810 Memeer A. P., A. N. P. A,
*  PRESIDENT Dairy EstaBrisaep 1878 —/ A. B. C. anp P. N. P. A,

Che Leater uhlishing Company

WILKES-BARRE, PA.

Publishers of the Special Representatives
WILKES A\ BARRE STORY, BROOKS & FINLEY, Inc.
TIME S @ EADER New York, PHILADELPHIA
g Cuicaco, San Francisco
EVENINGS Los ANGELES

kebrmary 6, 1928,

Wm, H, Gillespie, Mayor,
Pittston, Pa.,

Deay Sir: :
In connection with the Sesqui-Centennial of the Battle of
Wyoming, of whose General Committee you are a member, I beg to en-
close herewith a plan of financing adopted by the Committee in order
to hold a dignified celebration of the event on July 2,3, and 4,
1928, which will bring the Wyoming valley into national prominence
at that time,

Instead of the usual and unsatisfactory method of soliciting
subscriptions to defray expenses from business men and individuals, the
Committee is asking all municipalities of the Wyoming valiey to under-
write the undertaking up to a proportionate share based on assessed
valuations of its property., The .sum of $40,000 has been deemed neces-
sary by the Budget Committee. . .. - :

The share of your municipality appears on the enciosed list.
Mr. Charies W, Laycock, President of the Miners Bank, this City, is
chairman of the Finance Committee,

About half the required $40,000 has already been underwritten,
The Committee would be very grateful if you would take the matter.up
at the next meeting of your Council and we hope get their favorable con-
sent to the undertaking in the amount specified,

The guarantee does not mean absolutely that the amount mention-.
ed will be required., The celebration will have some revenue producing
features attached, the proceeds of which, of course, will contribute to
4ts financing., But this is a celebration of, for and by the entire
Wyoming Valley and your favorable action in assuming a share will guar-
antee, its success,

Since

¥

’

Enciosure. , Cha irman,

SN NS DU U g —— e e e




PAL

Wilkeg-RBarrs

?ittston
Nanticoke

Hanover Towmship

Ashley

Zdwardsville _
Vilkes-Barre Towmshlp
Sugar Notch

Warrior Run

Exeter
yoming
Plymouth
Pringle
Courtdale
Plains

Test Pittaton

Kingston

Forty Fort

Iarksville

Swoyersville -

Tuzerne

Vest Vroming

ASSESSED VALUATION

$103,000,000
10,335,990

17,644,948
72,912,196
6,722,046
8,967,323
7,793, 152
2,714,236
1,670,087
5,159,588
2,947,743
7,032,269
1,081,506
421,703
11,378,829
4,437,087

20,106,941

6,370,486

8,797,496

3,073,571
1,805,548
1,839,067

$50%, 211,618 .

@ 159

T1,362.80
2,31%.06
9,497.77

893.07
924,92
1,032.30
378,03

- 720.01
402 .45
933 .37
159 .87
74.07
1,498.48
596 .02
2,633.12
847,31
1,162.82
418.833
253.90
258,28

409.21

IR OPORTION

{70, 000.00
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Mavor's OFFIice

wesggen @ity of Pittston

PENNSYLVANIA

June 7, 1926,

To the Members of Council,

Pittston, Pennsylvania.

: .,-..Gentlemen§< — - — e — - e

I wish to call yourAattention to the fact
that Walter S. Barritt, a merchant of this city and a resi-
dent.of West Pittston, repasinted the Soldiers' Roll Qf Honor
and regilded the letters thereon without charge to the City
s few days before Memorial Day in order to mske said Roll of
Honor more attractive and presentable for Memorial Day. I
Woﬁld suggest that a resolution of thanks be passed by Coun-
cil in order to show its appreciation of his generosity and

patriotism.

r_\




MAYOR

U -

Mavor's OrFICE

wegmsmen @ity of Pittston

PENNSYLVANIA
June 29, 1926.

To the Members of Council

Pittston, Pennsylvania.

Gentlemen:

In compliance with .the suggestion made
at the last meeting, I wrote to the Secretary of the
Wyoming Valley Motor Club, informing him that Council
understood that the installation of the direction signs
at the Easterly approach of the Fort Jenkins Bridge would
be made without cost or charge to the City, and that per-
mission was granted for such installation with that under-
standing. The Secretary by letter dated June 26th answered

my communication and informed me that they would make no

demand for payment of any part of the cost of the installa-
tion, but that the suggestion for sharing the expense and
cost thereof was made because the signs cost considerebly
more than the Club expected. I attach hereo copy of the

letter in question.

WHG*MEM
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CoOPY.

WYOMING VALLEY MOTOR CLUB
OF NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA

/ WILKES~-BARRE,
" PENDN A .

June 26, 1926,

Honorable W. H. Gillespie,
Mayor's Office,
Pittston, Pa.

Honorable Sir:

Your letter in regard to the signs, received this
morning and I expected that the reply would be such
as you sent. 'tThen we ordered the signs, I never
expected that they would cost so much money, however,
as they are erected and have been paid for, we shall
forget about it. ‘

The writer did not think that you would assume any
liability for these signs, and does not feel badly
because you are not paying any of it. The Motor Club
feels that your attitude is alright. We will be glaéd
to co-operate with the City at any time along these
lines, and we thank you for your courtesy of allowing
the signs to be posted on your new bridge.

W7ith kindest personal regards,

Very truly yours,

(Signed) Norman Johnstone.

Secretary.
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. CITY CLERK '

%ﬁ'é/ 7/ Dt ton

July 24th.,1926.

Spring Brook Uater Supply Co.,
North Franklin Strcet,
Wilkey Barre,P2.
Gﬂntlemen -
1 am hending you herewith excerpt from the min-
utes of our Council veat&nw of July 19th.,1926 -

* On metion of Ifr. Reddington,seconded by Mr.
¥hite, the City Clerk was instiructed to notify the Spring
Brook Water Supply Co. that suit would bs entered upon fail-
ure of the Company i{o make repairs to [7ili Street pave with-
in 30 days from receipt of notice®

Accordingly, you are herewith notified &nd T~
guired to make repairs to the Hiil Street pave between Church
and Searle Streets &t the break in such pave caused by leaks
in your water lines, failing te do which within 30 days fvom
Monday,July 26th.,18926,sult will be inabit utod. ‘

Yery mesge**fa’lj,

City Clerce—

By registered mail July 24th.
Merked®Attention Mr. Healey"

- =3

OFFICES, MINERS BANK BUILDING
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Mavor's OFFICE

a5 g @ity of Pittston

PENNSYLVANIA

August 2, 1926,

To the Members of Council of the
City of Pittston,
Pittston, Pennsylvania.
Gentlemen:

T submit herewith resignations of Vincent
‘M. Roche and Robert Grimes respectively as policeman of the
City of Pittston, their resignations.to take effect immedi-

ately. I respectfully ask you to accept the resignations

forthwith.

WHG*MEM MAYOR.
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DEPARTMENT OF POLICE

MICHAEL P. McHALE
CHIEF OF POLICE

July 27, 1926.

We He Gillespie, Mayor,
City of Pittistonm,
Pennsylvania.

Dear sir, -

. I hereby present my resignation as a policeman
of the City of Pittston, the same to take effect immediately.

Respectfully,




DEPARTMENT OF FPOLICE

MICHAEL P. McHALE
CHIEF OF POLICE .

July 31, 1926.

W. H. Gillespie,
Mayor ofthe City of Pittston,
Pennsylvania.

Dear sir, -
I hereby present my resignation as a pdliceman
of the City of Pittston to teke effect immediately.

Respectfully,
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WILLIAM XL GIX s ere @Eitg Ja | f @ittg tU n

PENNSYLVANIA

December 20, 1926,

To the Members of Council,

Pittston, Penna.

_ Gentlemen:

At the last meeting of Council Mr. Josenh ilc-
Hamara, a Member of Council, presented a letter in which he
explgined his vote against the adoption of the appropriation
ordinance or budget by saying that he "was denied the privi-
legq of having a part in its mekeup." This letter was given
wide publicity in the newspapers. :

//Cg?‘ é;Zé7"'2? ‘ In order to correct this misstatement of fact

. in hig letter, vermit me to say that previous to the informal
meeting of Council in the Council Chamber upon Priday evening,
December 10th, for the purpose of discussing the appropriation
ordinance and the tax levy, then being prepared, I requested
Ir. R. Z. Bowkley, City Clerk, to notify Mr. lMcHamara to attend
the meeting and take part in the digscussion. The City Clerk
- informs me that he complied with my request and that he not
. only notified Mr. Mcllamars personally the day before the meet-
ing, but also handed to him a letter on the evening of the meet-
ing, informing him of the purpose of the meeting and recuesting
his attendance. Moreover, Iir. lclamara attended the meeting
and was present during the discugsion in which a number of tax-
nayers took part and which occupied nearly two hours. At this
meeting lr. lcNamara made no objection and offered no sugges-
tions as to the proposed budget and tax levy.

- I take the liberty to bring this matter to the

// attention of Council, so that a true statement of the facts may
- be made a matter of record. I attach hereto a copy of the let-

ter handed to Mr. lMclemars by the City Clerk and a copy of the

/L" ;Z& letter sent by me to nearly one hundred taxpayers and property

h01deii<feq esting their attendance at that meeting.
Y
4
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Dec. 9th, 1926.

Mr. Jos. P. llcliamars,
¢/o C. F. Donnelly,
City.
Dear 3ir:- \

The majority members of Council have
arranged to meet informally in the Council Chember
Friday, Dec. 10th gt 8:00°P. I, for the purnose of
discussing the appropriations and tax levy foxr the
coming year. The llayor, by letter, has extended an
invitation to a limited number of renresentative tax-
payers to attend the meeting to participate in the
discussion.

The Mayor has suggested to me that I
write you of 'hig desire that you attend the meeting.
Accordinzly, confirming my phone conversation of this
eveninz, I am writing you of the wishes of the llayor
in the matter. S

7/

I trust you will find time to attend.

Very respectifully,

R. H#. Bowkley.

City Clerk.

by
—
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December 9, 1926.

Degr Sir:

dhe. Members of Council .of this city. expect
ff ‘ 4to sit 1nLorma11J in the Council Chamber to- ~mOTrow, Friday,
4 A

e “j”fqevenin? at 8io'elock at which timé they w111 be pleased to

y
»* 4 ,
B

¢ ”meet owners 0¢ real eﬁtate %9cated -in bhl° 01tJ for the »mur-
wry V
é&éé ;go se of @lS@HSSlnN the aporg%rlatlan ozdinanq; and t bua—
-y . ,r /' R
v 4-,' ’_#‘ (. ‘. : ;7
éﬁ? /get whloh lS now 1n oroce%s Qf Dyeparation and which' must be

S,

i .
f? Adopted dur/hg,zhe aféoent month ”hey v111 be pleased to

A2
#

/

';Vg ) ﬁfonfer with¢§ou zive you 1n¢oxmatlon regaralnn the financial
: % /,w§ond1t10n of the City and hear sugnesﬁ}ons from you regarding
ﬂ 7 -

Ty &#he propo zed budget and tax levy. I trust you will find it
", : ) . . -
convenient to attend and give us the benefit of your advice.

Very tfuly Jours,

7. H. Gillesnie,

llayor.

My _
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| Mavor's OFFICE

TP L S @ity ot Pittston

PENNSYLVANIA

May 6, 1927.

To the Members of Council,
Pittston, Pennsylvsnia.
Gentlemen:

I submit herewith a resolution which I believe
should be adopted by Council. In view of the fact that many
property holders upon certain streets in this city are demand-
ing needed improvements, particularly sewers and pavements,
which Council has been unable to make becuuse of lgck of funds,
I believe that the adoption of this resolution will provide s
large part of the money required to make these improwvements and
make it possible For Couneil to meet the demands of those prop-
erty holders in a large measure. The necessity for seweringcer-
tain streets in ungquestioned, and the right of the people upon
those streets to demgnd those improvements on the ground of
health and sanitation must be admitted. They have the right
also to demand that property holders who have had the benefit
of those improvements should pay their debts to the City, so
that others may enjoy the same benefits, and this of course can-
not be done unless the delingquent property holders pay their
sewer and paving sgssessments to the City. We know that a large
sum of money, aggregating nearly $50,000, is due the City because
of unpaid sewer and paving assessments. This sum if collected
would provide a large part of the amount required for the improve-
ments demanded by other property holders who live upon streets
that are unpaved and unsewered. I believe, too, that the fact
that no interest has in the past been charged against or col-
lected from those delinguent property holders for sewering and
raving gssessments will explain why those debts have not been
paid. -The delinquent property holder will naturally postpone
the payment of his debt to the City as long as possible if he
is not required to pay a penalty in the way of interest. If
this penalty is imposed, as it should be in, justice to the City,
as well as to the other property holders, those debts will no
doubt be promptly paid. In justice also to the City which is
praying interest upon its bonded indebtedness and bank loans,
those who are indebted to the City in this large sum should al-
so pay interest to the City.

I, therefore, submit a resolution requiring that in-
terest be charged upon all sewering and paving assessments for
which liens have been filed by the City against delinquent prop-
erty holders, and I respectfully ask that the same be adopted. I
also suggest that the City Solicitor be urged to enforce collec- .
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Mavor's OFFICE

WI;LIAT{in.C(?‘;LLESPIE @itg Uf Qittgtnn

PENNSYLVANIA

Members of Counecil - 2 -.

tion of all unpaid liens for sewering and paving assess-
ments, so that we may proceed with those needed improve-
ments without delay. :

ly submitted,
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PENNSYLVANIA

June 6, 1927,.

To the Members of Council,

Pittston, Pehnsylvania.

Gentlemen: \

I enclose herewith copj df a letter which
I wrote to-day to the officials of the Lehigh Valley
Railroad Company at Wilkes-Barre, asking them to re-
place the wooden rail on North Main Stréet adjoining
the new Fort Jenkins Bridge with an iron rail, so as
to avert and avoid accidents which have been caused
by automobiles running through the saild railing and
landing upon the railroad tracks below. I shall fefer

the answer to my communication to Council on receipt




[ $<gG | . >

N Lehirh Valley Railroad Companyg,

Mlkes-Barre, Penng.

Division Sunerintendent:

' I ish %o call your attention to the wooden
rainng upon liuin street, this city, immediately Horth of
the new Fort Jenkins 'Briawe, directly above your: rallroad
tracks. 4n sutomobile recontly went throush this railing
to the rmlroaﬁ. tracks below, injuring the “occupants se-
verely, and of course damaging the car. This ralling is

_ dirsotly opposita the foot of i1l istreet which is very

: . steep. Upon %wo or three cscasions, to my knowledge,

" drivers have lost control of thnir cars coming down Mill
Straet and have .run throush thzt guard rail, causing aceli-

dents of the chursoter above no‘bed. I wigh to call your

attention to this matter with s view to have you replace,

if possible, this wooden railing with an irom railing, in

order to avez"h those accl@ents in the i‘{itum,

741l you kindly consider this matter and lot me
haear from al your earliest appm”m’xity, and oblige

| Yours very truly,
| MAY OR.

* Pe S..» 1 an writing this Ietter at the request of the *«Zemhera
‘ ‘ of Couneil of this city. W.H.G.

b

e i 2
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WILLIAM H. GILLESPIE @T/itg Uf @ittﬁtn n

PENNSYLVANIA

October 20, 1927.

To the Members of Council,
@ity of Pittston, Penna.
Gentlemen:

I must eall your attention to another dynamiting
outrage that occurred sbout midnight Tuesday when a large
bomb was exploded at the entrance to St. John's R. C. Church
of $this city. Had the explosion occurred e few hours earlier
Whenémore than 2000 people thronged the church at services
WhenApanio would probably have seized the great congregation
the Tesult would have been dresdful to contemplate. Only the
intervention of a Divine Providence averted a catastrophe. ,f"
This is the second such outrage that has been perpetrated g
in this city within the past two weeks. Immediately follow-
ing the last occurrence Council with commendable promptness
at my suggestion offered a reward of $1,000 for the arrest
and conviction of those responsible for that heinous offense.
Our only answer to this last outrage when an attempt was made
to destroy a house of God should be to offer a still greater
reward for their arrest and conviction. I, therefore, respect-
fully ask and urge you to increase the former reward of $1,000
to $5,000 and to include therein all offenses of a like nsture
which have occurred in the City of Pittston within the statutory
period of two years fixed by law for the conviection of these
erimingls. I also urge you to adopt a resolution calling upon
the authorities of ITuzerne County to also offer a 1like reward
of $5,000 for the same purpose and to co-operate with the police
authorities of this city, as well as the State Police, in bring-
ing these offenders to justicse.

I realize of course that the apprehension and convic-
tion of these outlaws is a Herculean task for the local police
authorities. The most effective means would be detective agen-
cies of recognized ability and reputation and large and sub~
stantial rewsrds will secure their services.

In this connection I wish to advise you that I have
taken steps to organize a body of citizens of this city before
whom I will lay a plan for the raising of funds to engage a com-
petent detective agency of national repubtation to solve these
mysterious crimes. The names of the members of this body of
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PENNSYLVANIA

fo the Members of Council - 2.

citizens will not be made public for good and sufficient rea-
sons and its operstions will be conducted through myself as
Mayor of this city. This will prevent retaliation against
the members of this body and protect them from the vengeance
of those who may be brought to justice through their efforts.

It is the duty of the Members of Council and the
Mayor to do everything in their power to co-operate with the
good people of this eity in a supreme effort to protect their
lives and properties against the fiends in human form who have
committed these hellish offenses.
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g e @ity of Pittston

PENNSYLVANIA

November 21, 1927. -

To the llembers of Council,

Pittston, Pennsylvania.

Gentlemen:

I submit herewith a resolution which I reswvect- -
fully ask you to adopt, in which the City Solicitor is directed
to take the necessary legal steps to oppose the proposed in-
crease of water rates by the Federal Water Service Corporation,
successor to the Spring Brook Water Supply Company.

The public press recently referred to such proposed
increase of water rates by the said company with a view to pro-
tecting the interests of the people of the City who are customers
of the said Federal Vater Service Corporation. I have communicated
with certain public utility companies for the purpose of preparing
the necessary data to oppose such proposed increase, and in the
event that steps are taken by the said water company before the
Public Service Commission to secure permission for such increase, _
the City will be in a position to strongly oppose such action. 1

I respectfully ask your honorable body to adopt the
resolution in question, so that the Solicitor mey be in a position
to oppose such action without the necessity of conducting a meeting
of Council for action sphpeuld the emergency arise.

WHG B

\
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ML City of Pittston

PENNSYLVANIA

July 13, 1927.

To the.Members of Council,

Pittston, Pennsylvania.

Gentlemen:

I wish to inform you that in pursuance

of the resolution adopted at a recent meeting of Coun—
cil, authorizing me to appoint members of a committee

to co-~operate with the Members of Council of this city,

as well as other municipaslities, in preparing for the
‘Sesqui-Centennial of the Wyoming Massacre in July, 1928,

I have appointed the following gentlemen as members there-
of, namely, Hon. C. C. Bowman, Thomas A. Grace and William

H. Martin.

ly submitted,

MAYOR.

4

R




1
-
-
o
t
It
~
-

;
i
'
1
° |
t
'
. {
° '
i
1, !
° ! !
i
o, ‘
i
¢
.
%
i

B e o

O




Mavor’s OFFICE

WIP%IA?IES;S-RILLESPIE @itg Uf @ittﬁtnn

PENNSYLVANIA

Becember 28, 1927.

R. E. Bowkley,
City Clerk,
Pittston, Penna.
Dear Sir: |

I enclose herewith a letter which I received
to~day from the Lehigh Valley Railroad Compeny under date
of Deéember 27th, asking me whether or not we are in a
position to take up the purchase of property on Tompkins
Street which the City now leases for the use of the Street
Department, and suggesting a tentative price of $7,250.00
for said lot of land. I aleo enclose herewith copy of my
answer thereto. |

I would suggest that you bring the matter to

the attention to the other Members of Council'at your earliest

convenience, and oblige

WHG MEM R .

il
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Lehigh Valley Railro ad Company

Wilkes=-Barre, Pa. Jecember 27, 1927.

H. sILLCcOX

DISTRICT LAND AND TAX AGENT

Hon. ¥m. H. Gillespie,
Mayor, City of Pittston,
Miners Bank Bldsz.,
Pittston, Pa.

iy dear Mr. Gillespie:

Will you kindly advise me whether
or not you are now in a position to take up the purchase
of property on Tompkins Street, which is now uhder lease
to the City of Pittston at $60,00 per annun?

. I would recomnend the sale of this
property for $7250.00.

Yours very truly,

nd Tax Agent.

DiStT%SE/X

&)
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Decorber 28, 1927.

re e Sillcox,

District Land and Tax Agent,
Lahigh Valley Tailread Co.,
¥ilkes-Barre, “enna.

'Daar Cir:

e

This w1ll acknouledge recoinst of your letter 1
of the 27th inst., in uhich you ask me vhothar or not we are
in a pesition to take up the question of bu&ing: the property
on Tonpkins Street now under lease to the ity of Pittston.

In reply, permit me to say thot I shall bring
the matter to the attention of the iembers of Council for their
oonsidermmn.- .5 a ﬁatter of fact we have insarted an item

in the general npnropriation ordinnnce for the ensuins fiscal

yeor, making provision for the nurchase of a lot of land for
City purnoses if' it beeoncs nocessory for us to duy such prop-
-.-2rtys Of course we umderstand thut you iny temim‘mﬂha”lém

at any tims you see fit, dbut wo had hope@ that this contingency
might} be postioned as long as possible because of the great bur-

dsn of indebtedness which the City is now carrying. ey I ask
 whether you have definitely decided to torminate our lease? J
o Thanking you for your courtesy in this matter, I

remain _
Yours very truly,
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Pittston, Penna., December 27, 1927.
To the Mayor and Members of Council,

Pitvston, Penna.
3

Gentlemen:

) - __In presenting the general appropriation-ordinance
which embodies the budget for the ensuing year, I feel that it

is fair to the taxpayers of the City to inform them of the reasons
which impel the Members of Council to make the changes and in-
creases contained therein. In this connection it is proper also
to inform the taxpayers of the reason for the uniform increase

of 25% in the assessed valuation of the properties of the City.
These matters go hand in hand.

In the first place, I wish to repeat what is general-

1y knowm, namely, that the outstanding current indebtedness of the
: \City is $198,240.18, exclusive of the bonded indebtedness of

#

3208,800, which latter is paid by the accumulation of a sinking
und. Of this current indebtedness the sum of $105,000 is due
three savings banks of this city upon loans, upon which the City

is paying interest at the rate of 6% per annum. In addition there-
to, the sum of $9,250 is due Morgen Evans upon a note discounted
at the Peoples Union Savings Bank of Pittston, contracted for the
purchase of land forming the approach to the new Fort Jenkins
Bridge, and to the American LaFrance Fire Engine Company there is
due the sum of $6,500, the unpaid balance upon a discounted note

—— -+ for the purchase—of & fire truck a few years ago: Upon—both of

these notes the City is paying interest at the rate of 6% per annum.

This current indebtedness of approximately $198,000
was incurred over a series of years when successive Counclls failed
to make adequate provision for the payment of its yearly overhead
expenses. This could have been done by either the increase of
millage or the increase of the assessed valuation of city property.
In order to meet this deficiency, the present administration in
December, 1926, increased the tax levy 5 mills which is the 1limit
allowed by law. This increase paid the current overhead expenses
for the year 1927 and provided a small fund for necessary improve-
ments. For the ensuing year we propose to add to our budget two
items which will cause a substantial increase in the amount of taxes
to be collected, namely, the purchase of a hook and ladder truck and
the purchase of a lot of land to be used by the Street Department
for city purposes. We are now renting a lot of land from the ILe-
high Valley Railroad Company and have been notified by the owner
that we may be obliged to vacate upon short notice. We shall con-
tinue, however, to rent this property as long as possible and post-
pone -the purchase of the -lot-of ~land until It is absolutely neces-
sary. The need of a modern hook and ladder truck is unquestioned.

The present equipment is antiquated and almost useless, and the
horses that draw the truck are worn out and unequal to the task,
while the cost of the upkeep of the horses, approximately $700,

is practically wasted under the circumstances. Moreover, the saving
of lives at a fire by the use of a modern hook and ladder equipment
cannot be measured in money. With the addition of this modern equip-
ment, the efficiency of the Fire Department of this city will be
greatly increased, and we will be doing justice to one of the best
volunteer fire departments in any city of its size in the State of

Pennsylvania.




It is apparent, therefore, that 14 is absolutely
necessary to increase the income of the City in order to meet
these requirements, It is necessary for us to pay our running
expenses, provide for the necessities of the City, and to make
part payment upon our indebtedness just as any honest debtor
should do. The City camnnot afford to be branded either as a
pauper or a dishonest debtor. This may not be the popular
thing to do, but in our opinion it is the honest and decent
thing to do. Therefore, we propose to make a uniform increase
of 25% in the assessed valuation of City property at this tri-
ennial assessment. In doing so, we should meet these require-- - -
ments and in the course of a few years not only succeed in
keeplng out of debt but in paying for the current indebtedness
7 ..~that has been contracted over a series of years. It will then
j,xrbe ‘the duty of those in control of City affairs in the future
© t6.liveswithin its income and keep out of debt. When that point
&as been reached the Counoll then 1n control can.properly lower

Glty and lower the burden which we are now obliged to place upon
thé taxpayers of the City.

Respectfully submitted,

Supt. Dept. of Accounts & Finance.

AN K § .
¢ ' . B . . s ot .
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Mavor's OFFICE

WA s - @ity of Pittston

PENNSYLVANTA
May 28, 1928.

Members of Council,
City of Pittston,
Pennsylvania.

Gentlemen:

I respectfully call your attention to the published notice
of the purpose of the Scranton=-Spring Brook Water Service Company to
£ile with the Public Service Commission on Mey 29 a new scheduls of
rates for water service in this community, to take effect on July first.
The new schedule provides for a great advance in charges for water ser-
vice, 1f the Public Service Commission passes favorably upon the pro-
posed increase. The new schedule affects the whole region served by
this corporation and will impose additional burdens emounting to mil-
lions of dollars upon consumers of water in that territory+. XNo reason
appears for the outrageous increase in the cost of serviece to its pat-
rons, except an apparent desire to profit at the expense of the publie
and declare large dividends upon its watered stock. Its predecessor
served its patrons at a reasonable rate and made a fortune for its own-
ers. -It gave splendid service, enlarged its plant to great proportions,
extended its sources of water supply, provided for future demands upon
its services and resources, and did all of this without increasing its
Tates to consumers. The proposed increase is so excessive, unjust, un-
reasonable and exorbitant that the public is justified in calling it a
species of highway robbery. It is a bold and brazen scheme to mulct
the people who must use the water of which this company unfortunately
has a monopoly in this region, and, therefore, holds the public at its
mercy. The action of this company, however, has aroused a storm of pro-
test and the municipalities and communities affected by the proposed in-
- créesse intend to take legal action to protect the public against this
legalized extortione. o

R

As Mayor of this city, and speaking for the thousands of con-
sumers who must bear this added burden if the company succeeds in its
purpose, I respectfully ask you to take official action to defend the
pe:ople of our city against this outrage, and join with other municipali-
ties and civic bodies in defendjing the people of other communities in
a common causes

I submit hereffthy Awo resolutions which provide for legal

action in the premises.g§ $hat no time May be lost in dealing with this
dangerous situation. ,

D
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PENNSYILVANIA :
May 31, 1928.

Mr. R. E. Bowkley,
- City €lerk,
Pittston, Penna.
Dear Sir:
I enclose herewith copy of the petition presented by the
Wyoming Valley Autobus €Company, filed with the Public Service Commission
of Pennsylvania, together with notice that a public hearing on said
application will be had before the Public Service Commission, June 7,
. 1928, when the petitioner will ask for a certificate of public con-

venience as a common carrier over a portion of Main street in this city.

Kindly file the enclosed petition as a matter of record.

Very truly yours

Enc: MAYOR

WHG : BKM
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Mavor's OFFICE
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MAYOR

PENNSYLVANIA

January 11, 1928.

To the Members of Council,

City of Pittston.

Gentlemen:

I submit herewith a communication, dated
December 29, 1927, which I received recently from H.
Sillcox, District Tax and Land Agent of the Iehigh Val-
ley Railroad Company at Wilkes-Barre, in reply to my let-
ter of December 28, 1927, relative to the lot of leamd lo-
cated on Tompkins Street and leased by the said Iehigh

. Valley Railroad Company to the City of Pittston for use

by the Street Department.

The letter states that it is not the desire
or intention of the railroad company to terminate the lease
in question, but that the company wished to make an inquiry
whether the City was in a position to take up the matter of

- the purchase of the property in question.

I would suggest that Council consider this
matter and in due time advise the ILehigh Valley Railroad
Company whether the City will take up the question of pur-
chasing the above mentioned property.

WHG MEM

.
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Lehigh Valley Railroad Company

Wilkes-Barre, Pa. Deceuber 29, 1927,

H. sILLCOX

DISTRICT LAND AND TAX AGENT

Hon. Wm. H. Gillespie,
Mayor, City of Pittston,
Miners Bank Bldg.,
Pittston, Pa.

My dear Mr. Gillespie:

In reply to yours of the 28th
inst. relative to the purchase of property on
Tompkins Street, Pittston, Pa., and your quesition
as to whether we have definitely decided Lo terminate
your lease, wish to advise that it is not our desire
or intention to terminate your lease, but we were
Just making ingquiry as to whether or not you were now
in a position to take up the purchase of the property
mentioned above.

Yours very truly,




= . DEPARTMENT OF Law

wvmg;grslgiiizismm @itg U f @iit‘ﬁtﬂ II

PENNSYLVANTA

OFFICE
- Dive BANE BUILDING

January 26, 1931.

Frank P. Wall, City Clerk,
Miners Bank Building,
Pittston, Pennsylvania.

Dear Sir:

I send you herewith four copies of orders of the
Court of Common Pleas of Luzerne County in the matter of assess-
ment and valuation of coal lands of the ILehigh Valley Coal Com-
pany in the City of Pittston, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, en-
tered to No. 630, October Term, 1925, and No. 1360, July Tern,
1928, respectively, in the Court of Common Pleas of Luzerne
County. :

I also enclose forms of agreement which the said

Lehigh Valley €Goal Company wishes to have executed on behalf of
the City of Pittston and the said Lehigh Valley Coal Company to
carry out the terms and provisions of the said orders and decrees
of court; together with a copy of resolution prepared and sub-
mitted by the said Lehigh Valley Coal Company which it desires to

- have adopted by the Council of the City of Pittston for the pur-
pose of authorizing the refunding of which is claimed by the said
Lehigh Valley Coal Company to be an overpayment of $2,189.08 be-
cause of the reduction of assessments for the years 1926, 1927,
1929 snd 1930, of which is set forth in detail in the said de-
crees of court, proposed agreements and the resolution in gues-
tion. Please bring this matter to the attention of Council for
such action as it may see fit.

Very, truly yours,

Enc:

WHG : BKM SOLICTITOR.




CITY SOLICITOR

WILLIAM H. GII_AL#S‘PIE » @itg n f @ittﬁtn n

OFFICE i
DinmE BaNgE BUILDING

7 ",_\ DmparTMENT OF Law

K

PENNSYLVANTA

November. 20, 1930.

Frank P, Wall, City Clerk,
Miners Bank Building,

Pittston, Pennsylvania.
Re: Mrs. Marie G. Ford vs.

City of Pittston.

Dear Sir

This will acknowledge receipt of the letter
of Anthony T. Walsh, Esqg., attorney for the above named
plaintiff, addressed to the members of Council under date
of October~31, 1930, and referred to me by your office. The
attorney's letter suggests that the matter be referred to
me as City Solicitor with a view to settling the claim.

Permit me to say that the claim shodld be in-~
vestigated by the city police, as customary in such cases,
in order to obtain -information which may be of assistance to
the city in defending against the claim if it is not well
"founded. I suggest, therefore, that you ask the Mayor to
assign a police officer and a representative of the Street
Department to make this investigation.

I have no information whatever as to the
alleged claim and, of course, I will not meet the. attorney
for the claimant unless instructed by Council to do so. In
the meantime, however, a thorough investigation should be
made and & report made to your office by the representatives

of the city.

WHG : BKM CITY SOLICITOR.




SRV - @ity of Pittston

CITY SOLICITOR

Dive Bavk BuinpDiNg

T
DeparTMENT O Law

PENNSYLVANIA

OFFICE

April 2, 1931.

Frank P, Wall, City Clerk,
Miners Bank Buildlng,
Pittston, Penna.

, Re: City of Pittston, appellant, vs.
the Public Service Commission of
Pennsylvania, No. 3, March Term,
1932, In the Superior Court of
Pennsylvanla.

Dear Sir:

I wish to advise you that the Superior Court
of Pennsylvania made an order yesterday granting the request
of the City of Scranton, the City of Wilkes-Barre and the
City of Pittston to contlnue the hearing in the above case
from April 20, 1931, to November 16, 1931. The petition of
the said appellants was presented to the Superior Court at
Philadelphia on March 26th by,the City Solicitors of the re-
spective ceities above named.

WHG : BKM ' C¥TY SOLICITOR.




WILLIAM H. GILLESPIE

W
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DrrarRTMENT OF Law

o e . @ity of Pittston

PENNSYLVANIA

OFFICE
DivE BANE BUILDING

May 2, 1931.

Frank P. Wall, City Clerk,
Miners Bank Building,
Pittston, Pennsylvania.
Re: Agnes E. Munley vs. the City of
Pittston, No. 1516 March Term,
1930.

Dear Sir:

I enclose herewith a bill or statement of Dr. James L.
English, for services rendered to the City of Pittston in the above
stated case to the amount of twenty-five (25.00) dollars. It was nec-
essary to secure the services of a physieian to make a physical ex-
amination of the a bove named plaintiff and to make Xray photographs
of the injury which she claimed to have sustained when she fell upon
an icy sidewalk in the City of Pittston, upon December 27, 1929, and
for which she entered suit against the City of Pittston to recover
demages ir the sum of twenty-five thousand (25,000.00) dollars.

Dr. English made a very thorough examination of plain-
tiff in the presence of her own physician, examlned the plates of the
Xray photographs takKen of her injured limb at the' Pittston Hospital
at the time of her injury and on subsequent occasions, and by my di-
rection caused Xray photographs to be taken of her injured limb upon
Sunday, April 26, 1931, under an order issued by the Court of Common
Pleas of Luzerne County. He was present at the teking of the photo-
graphs and made a thorough examination of plates at that time.

He consulted with me on several occasions in preparing
the defense and held himself in readiness to appear in court on Tues-
day, April 28th, when the case~was®listéd for trial.  However, the case
was continued by agreement of the parties in court on the day it was
called for trial. This continuance will be of advantage to the City
of Pittston when the case is next called to trial which will probably
be at the next term of court, when we will eall Dr. English as the
principal witness for the defense as to the extent of the injuries
sustained by the plaintiff. ‘

Very uly yo

WHG : BKM

S0 LICITOR.
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May 19, 1931.

Mr. Wm. H. Gillespie,
City Solicitor,
Pittston, Pa.

Dear Sir;-

At a meeting ot City Council held
May 4, 1931, I was instructed by the above body
to notify you that you are authorized to proceed
to settle tkhe claim of Mr. & Mrs Jobn F. Lynnch of
0ld Forge, vs. City of Pittston for the sum of
Eight ($800.00) Hundred dollars.

Yours respectfully,

4 | | ‘ M "{Zi/Z@42§2 |
g | "~ City Clerk ‘\\\\\
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April 20, .1331.

ul"o “‘mo Ho Gillespie.
City Solicitor,
Pittston, °g.

Dear Sir; -

Enclosed find letter received
from Attomey Flannery rezarling lhe Wuniey
caee. :

o

r~

-
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e @ity ot Pittston

PENNSYLVANIA

OFFICE
Dmve BaNg BUILDING

Frank P. Wall, City Clerk,
Miners Bank Building,
Pittston, Penna.
: Re: Marie G, Ford vs. City of Pittston,
No, 371, July Termi 1931.

Dear Sir:

I wish to inform you that an action in trespass
for dasmeges not to exceed ten thousand (10,000.00) dollers
was entered in the Court of Common Pleas of Luzerne County in
the above case upon May 1, 1931, and summons served upon me,
and service thereof accepted by me, upon this date,

No statement has yet been filed or served upon
\ me in this case., I understand, however, that this suit is

based upon demages alleged to have been sustained by plaintiff
as a result of slipping and falling upon an icy sidewalk in

B the City of Pittston. .When the statement has been filed, I
shall give you the information contained therein. In the mean=
time, I suggest that you inform Council that suit has been en-
tered as aforesaid. , )

Very truly yours,

WHG : BKM




T o @ity of Pittston

OFFICE -
DivME BANR BUILDING
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DrrparTMENT OF AW
PENNSYLVANIA

July 11, 1931.

F. W. Wall, City Clerk ,
Miners Bank Building,
Pittston, Penna.

Dear Sir! .

I enclose herewith circular announcing the
thirty-second annual convention of Pennsylvaenia cities of

‘the third class which will be held in Bradford on August

18th, 19th and 20th. You have probably already received
official notice of the convention. If so, it may be well
to bring the matter before the next meeting of Council
and suggest that some official be designated to represent
the City at the convention. )

Very jruly yours,

Enc:
WHG : BKM
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OND BUYER

“THE AUTHORITY ON MUNICIPAL BONDS”

DAILY AND WEEKLY 67 PEARL STREET
EDITIONS NEW YORK, N.Y.

September 4, 1931.

William H, Gillespie, FEsq.,
City Attorney,
Pittston, Pa.
Dear Sir:
| In accordance with your letter of September 3rd
we have scheduled the notice of sale of $150,000
City of Pittston bonds for an addtional insertion in
THE DAILY BOND BUYEFR on September 15th.
Thanking you.for this order and with best

wishes, we remain

Very truly yours,

THE B

secreteary.

WTH Jr/HV




this watter.

.~ - .september 23, 193l.

¥r. Wr,. He Gillespie, K
City selicitor, E e
V“illes Barre, Pa. - -

Dear €ir;- - ' : )
At the meetin~ of Council reld Auz.
%1, 1931 the Delahunty Machine Co., presented

53 reque)t for tke gayrent of & . clice-tower, as
near as I cen urdersiznd this was not purshaseld
on requisition @nd that they also refused to ac~
cept 'the return of sume, it wasy’ never -used and
it still lies in the City Yard. '

Tbe Coun“il requests your oyxnion on

Yours respectfully,

’

City Clerk. o




. .. Septerber z&. 1831,

-

e

p. Wr. H. Gillesjie,

City Selizitor, .
?ittston. Pz. -
Dear Sir; -

At e meet%nv of Cltj Council Yeld -
fumust 31, 1931, 1 l.,Az'ezhzea'st,»eci the enclosed com-
Wuﬂlcmtlﬂﬂ, Counecil in turn ordered thit thle
s:zze be referred to you for on opinion as to
uhether or ro?\t“e City i= liable for the amount
re gue:ted.

~when you forsard re gour opinien pleanse
return the attached letters aa they wiil be necess-
Ery for fy flL&a. T B

Yours respestfuliy{v




4’ a v. . o - . » .: R . ’ . V~ e )
_-»‘;; ) : A . ) /\ . 17 ” .
i /%y%z?,; it | ) Bott " Rittontronso ¥30%

%WW W Q%Mw

JOSEPH B. TOWNSEND, JR. ) )
J..CHARLES MURTAGH WW&&%M JOSEPH B. TOWNSEND

GEORGE S. MUNSON 1842 - 1896
CHAS. HENRY SCOTT, JR.

CASPAR W. B. TOWNSEND ~

é?z%4&2%%fp/' 77
CHARLES C. TOWNSEND /i /Z&M % ,
GEORGE F. BAER APPEL

EDMUND G. HAMERSLY /7%/”/6%” %&M@%ﬂ&g/

f%%éZéhZé%ZVﬁéZ{ﬁ%%fSept. 18, 1931

$150,000. City of Pittston 4s

Wm. H. Gillespie, Esq.
City Solicitor

Dime Bank Building
Pittston, Pemma.

Dear Mr. Gillespie:

-I havé-your letter—of September- 17th and with reference
to the printing of the bonds, I have secured an estimate from
the Security Bank Note Company, who do excellent work at reason-
able prices. The amount of the estimate for this printing is
$95.00. )

I do not see the necessity of having the bonds printed
until after the sale thereof, in view of the fact that they are
not dated until November lst and cannot be delivered before that
time.

- Very truly yours,

0&%/3& L R | orag——~~

CWBT:G




DErPaARTMENT OF LaWw

wemorenmees @ity of Pittston

PENNSYLVANIA

i OFFICE
DiMe BANR BUILDING

September 19, 1931.

Frank P. ¥all, City Clerk,
Miners Bank Building,
Pittstor, Penna,

Dear Sir:

I enclose herewith letter from Caspar W. B.
Townsend, to which I called your attention over the telephone
today, regarding the printing of the proposed funding bonds,
so that you may call the attention of the Council to the mat-
ter of printing the bonds under the supervision of the Phila-
delphia attorneys.

This, of course, is done without additional
charge by the attorneys and will save a great deal of time, as
well as assure the approval of the attorneys to the bond after

~it-has been-printed. -The _estimate for printing, as stated in .
the letter; to wit, $95.00, seems to be a very reasonable charge.

Enc:
WHG : BKM




DerparTMENT OF Law

e o Tity of Pittston

CITY SOLICITOR
PENNSYLVANIA

OFFICE
Dmve BaNg BurLpiNg

Sep tember 14, 1931.

Franlk P. Wall, City GlerL,

Ifiners Bank Lulldlng,

Pittston, Pemnna. _

Re: Agnes L. Iunley vs. City of
Pittston, Mo, 1516, Larch Termn,
1930,

Dear Sir:
The above noted case is upon the Common Fleas
Trial List for trial during the week beginning llonday, Gc-

tober 19 l9ul and will nrobably be cqlTed ‘upon Luesday of

that veeh. nlndly call at.uy office before tha day Tixed

for the trial so that we mavy be prepared for trial when the

case 1s called.

Very truly,yours,

ITY SOLICITOR.




DrparTMENT OF Law

vz o= @ity of Pittston

PENNSYLVANIA

OFFICE
Dive BANK BUILDING

September 24, 1931.

Frank P. Wall, City Clerk,
Miners Bank Building,
- Pittston, Pemsylvania,.

Re: Compensation elaim of Charles
F. Donnelly-=Jjoseph McNamara,

Dear Sir:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter
of September 23rd, enclosing two le tters addressed to the
Chief of Police by the Ocean Accident & Guarantee Corporas=
tion, Ltd., compensation carriers of the above named parties.

In reply, permit me to say that I learned
from the letters in question that the elaim of campensation
was based upon an accident sufferéd by Mr, Joseph McNamara when
some shots or pellets fired from a gun by one of the police of=
fiecers of the eity, in dispatching a dog, accidentally struck
Mr. McNamara. It is established by the law governing third
class cities that the city is not liable for the acts of its
. police officers, especially as indicated in the letters in

- 'question.
Very truly sfours,
WHG: BKM

CITY SOLICITOR.

P, Se I return herewith, as you requested, the two letters
referred to in my communication,

b

1%,

(e

io
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THE OCEAN ACCIDENT &\,(]%

DEPARTMENT OF CLAIMS

1222-1226 Miners Bank Building

WILKES-BARRE, PA. B WILKES-BARRE Aug. 26, 1931
. RE: CHARIES F. DONNEIAN = JORBEDH McNAMABA !

IN REPLYING QUOTE FILE NO 2OEY‘101 22~

Chief of Police,
Pittston, Pa.

Dear Sir:

We are the Compencsation Carriers of Charles F.
Donnelly, 10 Dock St., Pittston, Pa. One of their
employes was struck by a bullet which wasg fired by a
policeman on June 8, 193l. These shots were fired at a
female dog which, apparently, was harmless; but had become
a nuisance.- - The shots went wild .and two of them entered
the flesh of Mr. Joseph McNamara, an employe of our assured,
causing painful wounds. - _ :

We are confronted with a bill in the amount of
$20.00 for services rendered Mr. McNamara as a result of
these gun shot wounds. Will you kindly advise us what are
your intentions of reimursing us for this expenditure. If
this letter is not addressed to the proper person, will you
kindly see that it is brought to the attention of the person

= who has charge of these matters for the City of Pitteston.

Thanking you for your co-cperation in this matter,

- We are
Very'truly yours,
T. E. CAIRNS. c%%ﬁ~i
SUPT. (8 CIAIMS.
TEC.FMH.




DEPARTMENT OF CLAIMS

632 Miners Bank Building _ -
WILKES-BARRE, PA. . WILKES-BARRE, PA. Sept. 193 193L
m cm\ms F. DONNELLY - JOSEPH McNAMARA -
IN REPLYING QUOTE FILE NO 2OEY"' ~5l22 .

Chief of Police,
Pittston, Pa.

Dear Sir:

Kindly favor us with an early reply to our letter
of Augnst 26th in reference to our claim of $20.00 against
the City of Pitt ston which represent s amount expended by us
for medical treatment necessaxy to Joseph McNamara who was
struck by a bullet fired by a policenan.

Very truly ’yaifs,'
T.B.CAIRNS. é%—
SUPT. OF CIAIMS.

FMH.
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“m. H. Gillesuvie, Tity Solinitor,
Dire Bznk Builiding,. .

.

T Pitinten, Poe

i~

Deey Sir: o '
' Re: Hastines Peverent Sompiny vs.
City of Pittston, will say trat &' g meet-
inz of €it Moun~il teld DJztcher 172, 1931,
rotion prevailed direstinzs me to write’

e

_you @ letier autborizing you to asgree thal

Y

& verdizt he renidsrel aguinst tre ity fTor
the amount due tre abeve Compiny -without
208t to the zity. ‘ -
' You mey use this letter-for your ~
autticritye - . ~

Yeurs respeétfuliy,
‘l
'] .
e} 4 i
- Oity Clevk
A -
/ .
. ) .
]
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DreparTMENT OF Liaw

S e Wity of FPittston

PENNSYLVANTA

OFFICE
DM BaNg BUILDING

October 13, 1931,

Frank P. Wall, City Clerk,

Miners Bank Building,

Pittston, Pennsylvania. Re: Hastings Pavement Co.,
¥s City of Pittston.

Dear Sir:

_ Pursuant to resolution adopted by Council
last evening authorizing me to permit a verdict to be en-
tered in favor of the above named plaintiff and against
the above named defendant, for the sum of $983.59, with
interest and without costs, A, T. Walsh, Esq., represen—
ting plaintiff and myself representing defendant agreed
before Judge MclLean that a verdict be taken for the plain=
tiff and against the defendant for the sum of $985 58, to-
gether with 1nterest thereon to date.

WHG : BKM




DerparTMENT OF Law

ez @ity of Pittston

PENNSYLVANTA

OFFICE
Dnse BANE BUILDING

October 9,

Frank P, Wall, City Clerk,
Mine®s Bank Building,
Pittston, Pennsylvania,
» Re: Hastings Pavement Company vs.
City of Pittston, No. 486,
January Term, 1930,

Dear Sir:

As I previously advised you, the above noted case
is on the list for triel in the Court of Common Pleas of Luzerne
County during the week camencing Monday, October 12th, being No,

43 upon the Trial List, and may be reached upon Tuesday of said
Weeko . )

My letter was referred to Mr. Gallagher, Superin-
tendent of Einance, who informed me that the plaintiff had given
service to the city, that its bill for the amount of its claim,
to wit, $983.59, was approved on the 14h of December, 1925, by
P. J. Kearney, then the Superintendent of Department of Streets,
and that upon the same day, the claim was ordered paid by the
Council, If those are the circumstances, then the city, in my
opinion, has no legal defense to the said suit.

However, before permitting the plaintiff to ob-
tain a verdict by agreement or by default, I wish to secure the
express consent of Counecil thereto in order to absolve me from
ligbility for so doing. If satisfactory to Council therefor,
kindly ask that you be directed to write me a letter authorizing
me to agree that a verdict may be rendered against the c¢ity for
the amount alleged to be due without cost to the city.

Ve truly yours,

WHGLBEKM ' CITY SOLICITOR.
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F. P. WALL

. CITY CLERK

CD l/—v»\.OFFICES, MlNEgs BANK BUILDING

City of Sttiton.

November 30, 1931.

¥m. . Gillegpie,
City Seolicitor,
Pittston, Pa.

Dear Sir;-

‘ At a meeting of City Council held
September 28, 1931, a communicaticn frem you
relative te the Agnes Munley vs. City of Pitt-
ston was read.

A motion hy Mr. Gallargher that the
ad justment cf tris matter be left to the judg-
ment cf the City S-1licitor, and that the settle-
ment made by him be satigfactory tc Council, was
seconded by Mr. White, and carried by a unani-
mous vote con roll call.”

Therefore the above mcotion will be
your authority *o proceed to make a satisfaclcry
settlement in this case.

Yeurs truly,

City Clerk

ida




DrpARTMENT OF LAW

WILLIAM H. GILLESPIE @itg ,Uf @iitﬁtnn

CITY SOLICITOR
PENNSYLVANIA

OFFICE
DiMeE BaNg BUILDING

November 6, 1931l.

Frank P. Wall, City Clerk,
Miners Bank Building,
Pittston, Pennsylvania. '
Re: City of Wilkes-Barre, City
of Scranton and City of Pitt-
ston vs. Scranton-Spring Brook-
Water Service Company. '

Dear Sir:

T wish to advise you that the argument upon
the appeal from the decision of the Public Service Commission
of Pennsylvania to the Superior Court of Pennsylvania will be
heard by the Superior Court in Philadelphia upon Monday, No=-
vember 16, when the City Solicitors of the above named cities
which are the appellants in the case, together with special
counsel for the appellants, are expected to be in attendance
at the Court.

Will you;kindly call the attention of the Coun-
cil to the matter and advise me whether they will authorize
my appearance at the Court and pay my necessary expenses for
attending.

~




F. P, WALL : -
AL CD (DOFFICES, MINERS BANK BUILDING
. CITY CLERK \

%’@‘% o Dttton

Jamary 19, 1932,

Mr. William H. Gillespie,
City selicitor,
¢ Pittstion, Pa.

Dear Sir;=
Enclosed ycu will find a copy of
Resolution #1892 adopted at the meeting of
" Council held Januvary 18, 1932. As soon as the
City Engineer forwards his report to me I will
in turn get same to you.

At the same meeting a committee come=
posed of Mr. I. Langan and A. Fullager repres-
enting the Foreign War Vetéecans requested the
Council make them a monthly contribution same to
be used to help them defray the expenses of main-
taining their new quarters at N. Main St., this
matter was referred to the City Solicitor for an
opinion as to the extent of the authority of the
City Council on a matter of this kind.

Yours respectfully,

A 0 g

City Clerk




N

b

DEPARTMENT OF Law

T @ity ot Pittston

PENNSYLVANIA

OFFICE
DiveE BANE BUILDING

Jenuary 20, 1932,

Frank P. Wall, City Clerk,
Miners Bank Building,
Pittston, Penna,

Dear Sir:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of
January 19th, with which you enclosed a certified copy of reso-
lution No. 1892 adopted at meeting of Council held January 18,
1932, requesting that the City Solicitor furnish an opinion as
to the status of the property involved in the recent settling
of the surface caused by mining of coal in the vicinity of
Chapel Streets

In reply, permit me to say that when the engineer
has furnished me with a report of his investigation of the mining
- conditions in that vicinity, as provided for in the resolution,
I shall be pleased to submit an opinion to Council as requested
. in the said resolution.

Respectfully submitted,

WHG : BRM
CITY /SOLICITOR.
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DrrartMENT OF Law

T e - @ity of Pittston

PENNSYLVANIA

OFFICE
DiMeE BaNvk BurnpiNng

January 20, 1932.

Frank P. Wall, €ity Clerk,
Miners Bank Building,
Pittston, Pennsylvania.

Dear Sir:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of
January 19, 1932, in which you inform me that the Veterans' of
Foreign Wars in this city have requested Council to make them a
monthly contribution to help defray the expense of maintaining
their new quarters in this city, and in which you further ask me
for an opinion as to the power of Council to comply with their
requeste.

In reply, permit me to advise you that Section 2401,
Paragraph 40, of the Act of June 23, 1931, (Act No. 317), setting
forth the corporate powers of cities of the third class, reads as
follows: :

"Payment of rent for veterans' posts and camps.-By a
two-thirds vote of the Council, to appropriate money
to any inecorporated camp or post of veterans' of any
war in which the United States was engaged, to be
used in the payment of rent of any building or rooms
in which such camp or post has its regular meetings.”™

I wish to call your attention specifically to the re-
guirement that the recipient of such appropriation must be an
incorporated camp or post. Therefore, while Council may comply with
the request of the camp or pest in question, it ean do so only if
the said cemp or post has been duly incorporated according to the
laws of the State of Pennsylvania. This restriction or requirement
in the law is intended, no doubt, to prevent a duplication of pay-
ments or appropriations to more than one group of war veterans of
any organization who may ask for the assistance afforded by the said
Act of Assembly within a third ckass city.

WHG : BKM ' TY SOLICITOR.
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May 21, 1932.

L

Frank P. Wall, City Clerk, '
Miners Bank Building,
Pittston, Pennsylvania,
Dear Sirs

I enclose herewith a letter which I reeeived
yesterday from the Secfetafy df the Greater Pittston Chamber
of Commerce, asking me, as a member of the Board of Directors
of the said Chamber of Commerce, to bring to the atténtion of
Council the matter of cleaning and sweeping the Main Street
in‘the business district daily. |

Will you kindly present this letter and the

enclosed letter from the Ghamber of Commerce to €ouncil at its

next meeting and Obliéﬁ;

VEry.truly yours,

W38 Brut




'GREATER PIT1

OFFICERS
WM. W. HALL - - - PRESIDENT
JAMES J. MOFFATT - VICE PRESIDENT
CHARLES BERRY - - TREASURER

MEYER BURSTEIN - - NATL. COUNCILOR
WILLIAM P. LAWLER - STATE COUNCILOR
SILAS McHENRY - - - SECRETARY

DIRECTORS

PASQUALE ADONIZIO
PRESIDENT
SUSCON COAL CO.
JOHN A. ALLAN
JOHN A. ALLAN INSURANCE AGENCY

JOHN BENFIELD

VICE PRESIDENT
FIRST NATIONAL BANK

CHARLES BERRY

MANAGER
SCRANTON ELECTRIC CO.

ARCH M. DERSHIMER
P. W. DERSH{MER & SONS

GEORGE W. EVANS
EVANS BROS.

WILLIAM L. FOSTER

PRESIDENT
MINERS SAYINGS BANK

THOMAS A. GIBBONS -~

VICE PRESIDENT
DIME BANK & TRUST CO.

WILLIAM H. GILLESPIE
ATTORNEY

WM. W. HALL

PRESIDENT
PEOPLES UNION SAVINGS BANK

J. A. HITCHNER

PRESIDENT
HITCHNER BISCUIT CO.

AMBROSE LANGAN

MAYOR
CITY OF PITTSTON

H. J. MAHON

PRESIDENT
FIRST NATIONAL BANK

JAMES J. MOFFATT

MANAGER
PEQPLES LIGHT CO.

W. J. PECK

PRESIDENT
PITTSTCN GAZETTE

F. L. PINOLA

PRESIDENT
LIBERTY NATIONAL BANK

W. C. SUTHERLAND
SUTHERLAND & MCMILLAN

A. H. WANDEL

CASHIER
WEST SIDE BANK

~sTON CHAMBER'‘vf COMMERCE
PiTTsTON, PENNSYLVANIA

ROOM 34-36
MINERS BANK BLDG.

May 20, 1932

Mr. Williem H. Gillespie,
Dime Bank Bldg.,
Pittston, Pa.

Dear Sir:

At the last meeting of our board of directors there
was conslderable discussion on street cleaning on Main
street in the shopping district. A plan was proposed
that the merchants be requested not to sweep the debris
from their stores into the street, which is some cases
is now being done, and that the city be requested to
keep the street clean, sweeping it daily or having the
gutters swept early each dsy.

Many of our merchants feel the small cost of
cleaning the guttérs early each morning would be small
and it would greatly improve the appearance of our street
and eliminate mmch of the dust and dirt which now blows

into our business places.

We felt the plan should be presented to you and if
it meets with your approval we would like you to present
it to the msyor and members of city council. I feel quite
certain we can guarantee the cooperation of all our mer-
chants to any plan the city officials may consider in
this matter. '

.

i

Very truly yours,

MEMBER

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES
PENNSYLVANIA STATE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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DEPARTMENT OF LAaAWw

"W’ILLIAMlI—I. GILLESPIE | @itg n’f @ ittﬁtn n

CITY SOLICITOR
PENNSYLVANIA

OFFICE
Diie BANE BUuiLDING

June 2, 1932,

Frank P. Wall,City Clerk,
Miners Bank Building,
Pittston, Pemna. -

Dear Sir: - Re: Application of Wyoming Valley
Autobus Company for certificate
of Public Convenience, File
A, 7905“F01der 4., .

I enclose herewith copy of order which I
received today from the secretary of the Publie Service
Commission of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in the L
matter of application of the Wyoming Valley Autobus Com- A
pany for approval of the additional right and privilege

- of operating motor vehicles as common carrier for the
transportation of persons between the Public Square in
the City of Wilkes~Barre and the City of Pittston via
Kingston, Forty-Fort, Wyoming, Exeter and West Pittston.

This is one of the matters heard before
the Public Service Commission at Wilkes-Barre May 18,
1932. I suggest that you file this report in your office
for reference.

Very ruly’yours,
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m FUBLIG ﬁﬁlﬂ’V‘ﬁ?E COMMIBETION
L OF PEN SYLVANTA

Applicstion Docket No. 7905-198.
(%1&31’ He. ﬁé&)

In re: Amalmaﬁem of WIORING VALLW AE‘!‘@W &wm a
sorporation of the Btate of Pennsylvania, for approveal
of the sdditicmal right and privilege of operating
motvor wyehisles sg a common carvier fér the trans-
pertetion of perscns on schedule between the Publie
Bguere in the City of Wilkes-Barré and City of
Pittston, Luzerne County, via Kingston, Feorty Fort,

Wyoming, Bxeter and West Z&’i%aﬁm.

. wm AND ORDER

This matber being before the Commisszion upen petition of
WYCHING VALLEY AUTOBUE COMPARY, & corperatien of the 8tate of
-Penugylvenia, dated spril §, 1%&, for a ecertificate of publie
convenience evidsnoing the Commission's appreval of the additicnal
right end privilege of gperating motor vehiecles as ¢ ¢ommon carriepr
%r %m transportation of persons on mhedulo over the fellewing |

Eagm:tm a‘b the Public Bguare in Hhe ity @f
Wilkes-Barre, thenee¢ via Waest MHerket Street
ag¢ross the Busquehanna River to Kingston Borough;
thence via Merkebt Bireet to Kingston Comers, ené
thence via Wyoming Avenue through the Boroughs of
Kingston, Forty Fort, Wyoming, Exeter and West
?i%s‘mn Yo the Port Jemkins Bridg;e 5 thencs cross-
ing the same to Main Street in FPitteton City;
thence on Main Street to Water Strest, smd thence
on Water Street to the Lehigh Valley ﬁailrmﬁ
Btation % returning via the Water Street Bridge te
West Pittston Beorough; thence to Wyoming Avenue
snd return to Wilkes-Barre via Wyoming Aveaus snd
Market Street, all in Luserne County,

1 ving been duly heard and submitted by the parties, and full
im‘wt ig&t ion of the matters and things invelved having been had,
the Commission finds snd determines that  the approvel of the
application and the issueance of a sertificate of publie son-
venienee in evidemes thereof, sulbijeet to the following eonditions,
and limited te $he operation of the equipment named snd desoribed
in Eguipment Certificede, herstofore issusd, is necodsary and
ﬁ@wﬁﬁh ﬁr the gervive, a.ae' modation, convenisnce end safety of
€ (: B4

PIRET: That the rights, powers and privileges

hereby granted shall sesce and terminste
on Juns 1, 1984, unless remswal of ssid rights
iz Suly &mnm& by the %mmemn.
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Folder He. B4.

BECOND: What the spplicsnt shall comply with

all the provisions of the Publie
Bervice Compeny Lew &2 now sxisting or as may
herenfter be emended, end revised General Order
¥e. 18, effective ﬂpml 1, 198%, or as may here—
after be rovised and spy other rales sand regulations
a8 may heresfier he prescribed by the Comminsion,

Bow, to-wit, May £3, 1958, IT I8 ORDERED: wm; a
certificate of ;mm:t;e @mmmmm» issve evideneing the
Commission's approvel of the right to operate, e above
- @etermined,

COUBON: &‘MK iﬁﬁ *ﬁm‘zm‘mm.

WM. D. B. AINEY
LOUIS TEVELL

Seoretnry.

, ™




M&T TRUST COMPANY

BUFFALO, NEW YORK
March 9th, 1932-

Mr. Frank P. Wall,
City Clerk,
Pittston, Pa.

Dear Sir:-

In connection with the $150,000 City of Pittston,
Pa. 4% bonds which you advertised for bids under date of
October 12th, will you please be good enough to advise if these
bonds have been sold?

If you have not sold the bonds will you advise
if you would sell at private sale and about what price you would
expect to receive?

HMarthermore, in this event, please be good
enough to give us the financial statement. Also advise if
bonds are tax free and in coupon form.

In responding please address the writer.

Thanking you, we are

Yours very truly,

% CB:RW Assistant Manager,
Bond Department
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I‘arch 11, 1932.

W. C. Basuell, Asst. lfanager,
II. & T+ Trust Counany,
Buffalo, Ilew York.

Dear Sir:

of i"arch Oth in which you ank Pfor infornaticn in rosard o
the bond issue of the City cf lititston, lennsylwvania, /150,000
465 bonds, which were elvertised for sale as ¢of (ctober 18, 19901.

-9
cuestion wre not sola upcn thot date bo
ders, nor had they beecn since adverticed Zor sale because of
the Tinancicl denressiom., Under the law in lenmsylvania, it
is necescary tc auvertigse punicinal bonds for sclce and receive
sccled bids vhieh are openc@ ~ublicly ¢t a ne ting of Toumeil.
The law does not nermit e privatc sale under any clrcumstancese.
The bonds in question are tex frec and im counon form, Ior
vour information, I enclose a copy of the financial statencnt
of the City of Fitvtston and a copy of the ordinance which 3
cuthorized the bond issue in cuestion.

in reply, =ermiv oe bt say thet the bonds in

The only wmy, thcreforc, in whieh you nay nur-
chase thcse bonds will be as indicated ebowe, in conpliance
with the rcouirerments of law. EHEowever, it is nossible that
Counecil night direcet o re-advertiserwnt if it had any assurance
frenm your company that you would submit a bid for the bends in
cuestion, which cannct be sold, hovever, below nar.

Resnectfully jyours,

CITY CLIRK.
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b DrEpaARTMENT OF LaWw

'WILLIA.IV; H. GILLESPIE @‘/itg Hf @iitﬁinn

CITY SOLICITOR
PENNSYLVANTA

OFFICE
Dmve BaNg BUILDING

June 9, 1932.

Frank P. Wall, City Clerk,

Miners Bank Building,

Pittston, Penna. :

Re: Claim of Mary Osticco against
. City of Pittston.

Dear Sir:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter
of June 8th in the above matter, with which you enclosed a
letter presented to Council by M. N. Donnelly, attorney for
the above mamed claimant, in which he states that his client
received injuries due to the icy condltlon of Elizabeth Street

upon March 12 1932.

T As suggested in your letter, 1t Wlll be ad=
visable tousecure all the information possible about the al=
leged accident so that we may be prepared to defend the ecase
if action is brought against the city. Kindly let me hear
from you when you secure such information.: I return herewith
Attorney Donnelly's letter which you enclosed.

Very~truly ypurs,

Enc:
WHG : BKM

«TTY SOLICITOR.
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M. N. DONNELLY J : h
©  ATTORNEY-AT-LAW Q '

Miners Bank Building N
Phone 799

PITTSTON, PA.  June 6th, 33,

Mayor aud Council of the ity of Pitts ton,.
Gentlemen, '

Mre, Mary Olsticco of Elizavesh 8%,
City, received a fracture of ner leg, due to fall ou icy
cti.dition of tne Strees, On marca I3, 1asty may I Take
tne Ques Titw uf one C1ty8e liavility up wita you, for
adjus tmentl, Mrs, O'sticco blames the Civy for ner injury.

RrRespt.




F. P. WALL - 1

e P OFFICES, MINERS BANK BUILDING
. CITY CLERK . Q ’

September 26, 1932,
Mr. Wwin, H. Gillespie,

" Dime Bank Bidg.,
Pittston, Pa,

Fnclosed you will find resolution

Dear Sir;- i
#1913 recently adopted by City Courcil.

Pleage forward youropinioﬁ sc that '
I may have same for the next meeting of Council.

Yours respectfully,

City Clerk




DrErpaARTMENT OF L.AW

WILLIAM F. GILLESPIE ’ @itg Iy | f @ittﬁ tn n

CITY SOLICITOR
PENNSYLVANIA

OFFICE
DrvE BANKE BUILDING

August 29, 1932,

Frank P: Wall, City Clerk,
Miners Bank Bulldlng,
Pittston, Penna.

Dear Sir:

I enclose herewith copies of the agreement
and release to be executed by the heirs of James Thompson
in granting to the City of Pittston the right to use a
certain portion of their land at the rear of Bolin Avenue
for the purpose of carrying surface water across a portion
thereof. Have both copies of this: agreement signed by
all parties, to wit, Mrs, Harriet Thomps®n, Norman James
Thompson and James Norman Morgan, Mayor Langan and yourself
as City Clerk.

T also enclose the deed which one of the
heirs left at my office some weeks ago in connection with
this matters You may return the same to him when he cealls

to execute the agreement. . +

It will be necessary, of course, for Council
to pass a resolution, if it has not already done so, auth-
orizing the execution of this agreement by the City and the
payment of the sum of seventy-five (75.00) dollars provided
for in the said agreement.

Very Aruly yours,

Enc:
WHG : BKM

%/f’% ptbonitn Lo iy ef




F. P. WALL ! N OFFICES, MINERS BANK BUILDING
. CITY CLERK . u

City of Sittiton

February 9, 1933.

Wr. Wiliiav G&llespie,
City seliieitor,
Pittston, Pa.

Dear Sir; =

This is 10 advise ycu, that at the meet-
ing of City Ccuncil held Febrxuary 6, 1933 a resclution
was adcpted ins®ructing the City Clerk to advertise for
the sale of §150,000 City Bonds bearing 5% interest.and
that the City Sniieiter prepare the nccessary papers.

At ‘the sare meeting there ocppeared befure City
Council a c¢ommittee representing the Foreign war Veterins
asking that the City lot on Bread Street be scld t¢ them
for {he eonsideration of ¢1.00, they in turn stated that
in the event they f&ild to ereet & home or buiiding on
this lot within 3 years the lot was to revert to the City,
however the matter was referred to the City Scliciter for
an opinicn as to how far the City Council eouvld mo on this
nattera

Yours respeetfully,

City Clerk
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| 'nt the \
Commontoealth of Pennsplbania | memy messs

REFER TO OUR FILE

Harrisbhurg, February 7, 1933. ¢. 76562, etc.

City of Scranton, et al.
v L .
Scranton-Spring Brook Water Service Company

Wm. H. Gillespie, Esqg.,
City Solicitor,
Pittston, Penna.

Dear Sir:

I am ewnclosing herewith copy of a sup-
plemental interim report adopted by the Commis-
sion in the above entitled proceedings on Febru-
ary 7, 1933.

Please acknowledge receipt and accept
gservice on the form enclosed.

Very truly yours,

,)—j/c,g/ S

S z‘LOUIS TRVEL

JBH:14 Secretary.
ENCLOSURES - 2

REGISTERED NMAIL




WiLLIAM H. GILLESPIE
ATTORNEY AT LAW
DIME BANK BUILDING
PITTSTON, PENNA.

February 11, 1933.

Frank P. Wall,

City Clerk,

Miners Bank Bldg.,
Pittston, Penna.

Dear Sir:

This will acknowledge your letter of February 9th,
advising me that Council has instructed me to prepare an adver-
tisement for the sale of $150,000 City bonds, bearing interest
at 5%, and second to advise as to the legal power of Council
to legally transfer the city lot on Broad Street to the Veterans
of Foreign Wars,, under the proposition presented to Council at
the meeting held February 6th. I have been away from my office
because of illness since londay last until this, Saturday, after-
noon. I shall not be able to advise you as to the law relating
to the latter proposition. With reference to the first matter,
namely, that of readvertising for sgle of City bonds, you and I
can make the necessary changes in the original advertisement if
you will kindly call at my office at any time next week that you
find it convenient. :

WHGHMEL

e

WILLIAM H. GILLESPIE
ATTORNEY AT LAW
DIME BANK BUILDING
PITTSTON, PENNA.

February 11, 1933.

Frank P. Wall,
City Clerk,
Miners Bank Building,

Pittston, Penna. Re, City of Pittston, et al., vs.
' Scranton Spring Brook Water

Dear Sir: Service Company.

T wish to advise you that by writing dated February 7,
1933, notice was given to the City of Pittston that further tesf
timony concerning the above matter will be received by the Public
Service Commission upon February 15, 1933, in the office of the
said Public Service Commission, under such restrictions as agre
laid down in the said notice. I have accepted service of the

notice thereof.

T enclose herewith original letter from the Secretary
of the Public Service Commission to myself.

WHG*MEL C#ty Solicitor.
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April 21, 1933,

Frank P. Vall,
City Clerk,
Miners Bank Rldg.,

Pittston, Fenna. Re,; County of Luzerne vs, City of Pittston,
In the Court of Common Pleas of Luzerne
Dear Jir: County, No, 761, lay Wern, 1033.

I wish to inform you that a sumrons in assumpsit
issued out of the Prcthonotary’s office of Iuzerne County in
the above case upon 4pril 17, 19833, returnable iay 1, 1933,
was served upon me as City bollcltor upon noril 20, lgou, upon
which vrit I accepied service upon ithat date. 1o atatement
vias served uvon me with the said swmons. %Yherclore, I am un-~
oble to tnforna you as to the nature of the case., It is possible,
bowever, that it is a suit to rccover the City's share of the
noney advanced by the county cf Luzerne in purcha31ng the land
for the approach to the Titiston cnurance of the rort Jenkins
bridge. I know of no other matter which would be the subject
of litization betwecn the City of iivtston and the County of
Luzerne.

Pleceece prescnt this lctter to Council, so that the
nenbers *Lervof uay te informed of tho suit. hen the statenent
has bteen {iled and scrved upon me I shall nctify you, so that we
nay prepore the case for trial.

very truly yours,

WHGTI T, Gity Solicitor.




WILLIAM H. GILLESPIE
ATTORNEY AT LAW
DIME BANK BUILDING

PITTSTON, PENNA,

april 21, 1933.

Frank P. Wall,
City Clerk, ‘
Miners Bank Bldg.,

Pittston, Penna. Re, County of Luzerne vs. City of Pittston,
: In the Court of Common Pleas of Luzerne
Dear Sir: ' _ County, No., 761, May Term, 1933..

I wish to inform you that & summons in assumpsit
issued out of the Prothonotary's offiece of Luzerne County in
the above case upon April 17, 1933, returnasble May 1, 1933,
was served upon me as City Soliciter upon April 20, 1933, upon
which writ I aceccepted service upon that date. No statement
was served upon me with the said summons. Therefore, I am un-
able te inform you as to the nature of the case. It is possible,
however, that it is a suit to recover the City's share of the
money advanced by the County of Luzerne in purchasing the land
for the approach to the Pittston entrance of the Fort Jenkins
bridge. I know of no other matter which would be the subject
of litigation between the City of Pittston and the County of

Luzerne.

v Please present this letter to Council, so that the
members thereof may be informed of the suit. When the statement
has been filed and served upon me I shall notify you, se that we
may prepare the cease for trial.

Very truly yours,

WHG*MEL ity Solicitor.
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¥LEANCR EARRELL, a minor, by her : IN THZ COURT OF COMITON PLEAS
parents and next friends, MATTHEW OF LUZERNE C CUNTY

FARRELL and MARY FARRELL, and MATTHEW :

FARRELL and MARY FARRELL, in their ,

own right, : December Term 1932
Vs :

CITY OF PITTSTON : ' . ©No. 518

PLATNTITFS' STATEMENT OF CLATM

The plaintiff, Zleanor Farrell, a minor, by her parents
and next friends, Matthew Farrell and MMary TFarrell, élaims of the
deferd ant, City of Pittston, the sum of Ten Thofisand Dollars ($10,000)
damages, and Matthew Farrell and Mary TFarrell, in their own right,
claim of the aforesaid defendant, the sum of Five Thousand Dollars
(85,000) damages upon a cause of action whereof the following is a
statement:

1. That on the fourth aaﬁ-ﬁf Cctober, IéSl, the-aéte

of the occurrence hereinafter complained of, the defendant was a
municipality of the State of Pennsylvania.

2. That notwithstanding its duties in the premises,
the defendant did, on the date aforesaid, and for a long time prior
thereto, carelessly and negligently allow and permit a certain large
housing around a water shut off, or water shut off box, or similar
obstacle to be, remain, and protrude above the surface in the road-
way of a certain public roadway, said roadway connecting Hunter and
Bearle Streets, and lying between and parallel with Mill and Center
Streets, in the City of Pittston, and the said housing around said
water shut off, or water shut off box, being situate approximately
three feet from the intersection of said public‘highway with the
sidewalk of Hunter Street, and being about seven feet from the s outh
side of said public highway and about five feet from the north side,
and tlic dimensions of said probtruding housing around said water shut
off, or water shut off box, being about nine inches in diameter and

about three inches high.




3. That on the date aforesaid at about 6:30 pwm.,
while the minor plaintiff, Fleamnor Farrell, was walking over fhe said
public highway, she did trip, stumble and fall to the ground by
reason of coming in contact with the housing around said water shut
off, or water shut off box, or other obstacle, as a result of which
she sustained injuries which will hereinafter be more fully set forth.

4, Plaintiffs aver that the defendant had, or should
have had, due notice of the existence of said housing around water
shut off, or water shut off box, or other obstacle in the public
highway mentioned above, and had ample time within which to repair
it prior to the happening of the accident to the said minor plain-
tiff.,

5. As a result and in consequence of the aforesaid
negligenee of the defendant, the said minor plaintiff, FEleanor Far-

rell, sustained severe lacerations, abrasions and contusions of the

right side, dorsal surface of the left hand and left arm, mid-dorsal-
volar surface, requiring several sutures and leaving permanent scars;
severe nervous shock, and various other serious injuries in and about
her head, back, body and spine, both internal and external. She has
not fully recovered, but on the contrary has been permanently in-
jured and her earning cavacity has been permanently impaired tiereby.
She has suffered and will in the future suffer greatly from general
physical and mental pain, shock and inconvenience and has been other-
wise injured and damaged.

6. Also as a result and in consequence of the afore-
said negligence of the defendant, the plaintiffs, Ilatthew TFarrell
and Mary Farrell, parents of the aforesaid minor plaintiff, have
expended and will in the future be compelled to expend large sums of
money for medicines and medical attention in an effort to effect a
cure of their said daughter's injuries and have been and will in
the future be deprived of their said daughter's earnings during her

ninority.

b A i,




Vherefore, the minor plaintiff, Ileanor Farrell,
by her parents, llatthew Fgrrell and lary Farrell, claims of the
aforesaid defendant,; the sum of Ten Thousand Doblars (310,000) dam-
ages, and the plaintiffs, lMatthew Fafrell and lfary Farrell, in their
orn right, claim of the aforesaid defendant, the sum of five Thousand

Dollars ($5,000) damages..

M. . MeDomald

Bernard J. Kelley
ATtorneys for Plaintiffs.

COIMMCNUVEALTE OF PINNSYLVANTA :
SS

CCUMNTY OF LUZERNE

lI'ary Farrell, being duly sworn according to
law, deposes and says that she is one of the within named plaintiffs;
that the facts set forth in the foregoing Statement of Claim, as the

basis thereof, are true and correct.

Sworn to and subscribed

before me this 14th day :" Mary Farrell

of December, A.D. 1932

Tawrence S. IcHugh

(seal) Notary Public

Iy com. expires April 13, 1933
P £ 3

[ S



F. P. WALL /‘X I : S mF\f_FlCES, MINERS BANK BUILDING
. CITY CLERK- | - j

.Qéi%?& 6??752%%23424@

Januvary 16, 1934.

Mr. Wm. H. Gillespie,
City solicitor,
Pittston, Pa.

Dear Sir;-
Enclosed you will find a communication
which was taken up befere Ccomeil, and as you
- will note it was referred to you for an opinion.

As you will see in their communicatien
they state they are incorporsated, I menticned to
Council there are other organizations such as the

Spanish pmerican Veterans who may incorporate and
ask the same thing. '

However there was ncthing apprepriated
in the 1934 budget and in my opinicn the only way
for Council to ease cut is the slow manner in which
taxes are coming in that it is impcssible at this
time to grant their regquest.

Yours truly,

City nlerk




OROIN. - 00

City of Titlslon .

APTil 19, 1334.

Mr. wm. H. Glllesple,
City S:-licitor,
Pittston, Pa.

Dear Sir;-

- Enclesed y~u will find a communicatiern
which 1 received fr-m Attcrney X. J. English and
the -ame was taken up at the Cruncil reeting held
A.ril 16, 1934, and upcr Botirn was referred 1o ycue

Enclrged you will alss find & re. rt as
made by Mr. Seivel Direct'r f Streets.

Yours truly,

City rlerk

MASJ

e




% %

! DEPARTMENT OF Law

e e @ity of Pittston

PR PENNSYLVANIA
September 27, 1934.

Mr. Frank P. Wall, b
City Clerk,
Pittston,
Penna.

: ]
Dear sir, - RE: Parrell vs, City of Pittston. 1

I enclose herewith a communication addressed to the
members of Council éoncerning the above stated case, together
with copies of other papers, which I ask you to submlt to the
members of Council before their next session of Council which,
I am informed will be held Monday next. Mr. Gallagher, with whom
I have conferred about the matters contained in my letter, will
further advise the:members of Council when they consider the
said matters before the meeting of Council takes place, since
the information he has in his possession should not be made public.

I remain,

. Gillespie,
Clty Solicitor.




DErpARTMENT OF Law

A S Wity of Pittston

PENNSYLVANIA

OFFICE
DimMe BaNeg BUILDING

September 27, 1934.

To the Members of Council,
City of Pittston,

Pennsylvania.

Gentlemen, - RE: Eleanor Farrell, a minor, et al., vs.
- City of Pittston, Nos:.516, Decembel
Term, 1932.

I wish to advise you that the above stated case is on
the trial list for trial in the Court of Common Pleas of Luzerne
County upon Thursday, October 25, 1934, Suit was entered by the above
named Fleanor Farrell and her parents upon October 28, 1932, and a
statement was fibed December 15, 1932, and a copy thereof was accepted
by me December 19, 1932. Upon Nevember 12, 1932, I wrote to the City
Clerk advising him of the entry of suit, enclosing copy of summons
served. upon me as City Solicitor, and asking him to enquire of the
city police as to any accident which might have occurred within
their knowledge involving the plaintiff in the said case. I later
conferred with Mr., R. N. Myers, City Engineer, with reference to
the suit, laying before him the facts which I had obtained from
counsel for the plaintiffs iy a letter dated November 19, 1932, copy
of which I enclose herewith. Mr. Myers subsequently informed me that
in company with Mr. Monroe, Superintendent of the Scranton-Spring
Brook Water Supply Company, he had visited the place where the ac-
cident is alleged to have occurred, and found that the water shut off

7 box in question protruded-abovethe surface- of the street and that - -

it could have caused a person to trip and fall. I have not been able
to obtain any further information as to the condition of the street
or of the said water shut off box prior to the accident. In the
absence of any proof to the contrary, it will be assumed that the
plaintiff and her witnesses will be able to show that the dangerous
condition of the street at that point existed when the accident oc-
curred and that it was the cause of her accident and injury. Mere-
over, the injured person was a stranger in the neighborhood and was
not presumed to know of the existence of the obstacle in the street.

So that you may know the mature of the allegations con-
tained in the statement filed by the plaintiffs in this case, I
enclose a copy thereof which I ask you to examine.

The case in question has been of the trial list for trial
on two previous occasions but was continued upon application of the
counsel for plaintiffs with the consent of the Court. It is again on
the 1list for trial upon Thursday, October 25th as above stated.

A
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(2) Council, City of Pittston.

I am bringing this case to your attention at this time because
I received a letter today from counsel for the plaintiffs, (copy of
which I enclose), offering to accept the sum of Four hundred (400) doll -
ars in full settlement of their claim in this case.

Under all the circumstances, I Believe it to be my duty to ad-
vise you to accept the offer of compromise made in the letter in
question. I fear that in the event the case goes to trial a verdict
will be rendered against the City of Pittspon in excess of the amount
for which they agree to settle their claim. In addition thereto, in
the event that a verdict for any sum be rendered against the city, the
judgment thereon will carry costs which the city will be obliged to
pay in addition to the amount of the verdict.

I have already discussed the proposed settlement with the Di-
rector of accounts and Finance, and have submitted all the papers
in the case to him, including the enclosed statement gnd letters, and
in addition thereto, stated further reasons which prompted me to ad-
vise a settlement of the case, and which I do not deem advisable to
set forth in this letter, and which he will, as I requested, repeat
to you whemn you considef the matter of settlement suggested herein,
and which I shall, if you desire, repeat to you at your counference.

Therefore, if you agree with me as to the advisability of settl--
ing this case by paying the sum named above, Insuggest that you pass
a resolution in Council before the date fixed for the trial of the
case authorizing me to agree to the entry ofa verdict im favor of the -
plaintiffs and against the City of Pittston for the sum of four hund-
red (400) dollars, without costs.

Respectfully sitted,

William4l. GINlespie,
City Solicitor.
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B September 26, 1934.

William H. Gillespie,
Attornet-at-Law,

Dime Bank Building,
Pittston, Pa.

Dear sir, -— _ In Re: Farrell v. City of Pittston

I notice the case of Farrell v. City of Pittston is on
the trial list for Thursday, October 25th, No. 14. I had a letter
this morning from Mr. Bernard J. Kelley, my .assoclate, in the above
case, and he suggests that I submit to you a flgure of $400.00
for a final settlement of this case.

I would be pleased to hear from you as to your reaction
to this offer.

Very truly yours,

M. F. McDonald.




Wovember 19, 1932.

William H. Gillespie,
Attorney-at-Law,

Dox 98,

Pitiston, Penna.

In Re: TFarrell vs, City of Pittston

Dear lr. Gillespie: -
In accordance with your request contained in
your recent letter, I am hercwith submitting the following re-
sume of the facts. :

The injurcd party was lleanor Farrell, a min-
or 19 years of age, whose parents are llatthcw Farrell and Iary
Farrell, residing at the rear of 34 H, 7thSt., Uyoming,”Pa. The
date of the accident was Cctober 4, 1931.

The place was a public alley or strcet con-
necting Hunter and Searle Sts. and ruaning between and parallel
with 19111 and Center: Streets, Pittston, at a poiat made by a pro-
jecting water cubtbufglsx. or other obstacle about five feet from
Hunter St. and three feet from the property line in the recar of
Center Street, or approximately in the rear of Hoag's property.

FACTS: Miss Farrell was called to the home of
her sister, lirs.Cbhonan, who lives in the vicinity of the accident,

- to take care of the household, lirs. Clonan being about to give

birth to a child. Apparently Irs. Clonan lived on a property fac-
ing the alley or street in question, and it bccame. necessary for

e HNigs Farrell to goto e storeatthe cormer of Hunter and 1111l

Streets for bread. It was dark at the time; she wgs unacquainted
with the neighborhood, and on her return from the store she fell
over this projecting object, and was thrown, so that she sustained
injuries, consisting of lacerations of the left arm - a cut on the
upper left elbow, requiring two sutures, and a cut on the upper
left wrist requlrln five stitches, ami sh® now has a circular
scar resembling a ke101d The ne¥ves of her arm were injured, as
was the left thumb, with the result that she cannot follow her
usual occupation as a stenographer, and cannot use the typewriter.

She was attended by Dr. li. J. liurphy, whom she
saw every other day for a period of two months, during which time
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her arm was in a sling or bandage. She has therefore sustained
permanent injuries. '

I trust this information will be sufficient
for your present purposes. - :

I thank you very much for this acceptance of
service.

Very truly yours,

- e A
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October 29, 1934.
- Mr.Ffank P. Wall,
City Clerk,
Pittston,
Penna.
Dear sir, - RE: Eleanor Farrell,et al., vs the

City of Pittston, No. 516, De-
cember Term, 1952

I wish to advise you that pursuant to the resolution
adopted by Council October 16, 1934, I counsented to the return
of a verdict by a jury in Court of Common Pleas of Luzerne County
on Thursday, October 25, 1934, in favor of the plaintiffs and
against the City of Plttston, defendant for the sum of four
hundred (4OQ) dollars, Wlthout costs, 1n.the above stated case.

Please report the fact to Councll‘at its next meeting
so that it may appear upon the records.
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March 7, 1935,

Mr. Frank P. Wall, City Clerk,
Miners Savings Bank” Building,
Pittstoqz Penna.

Dear Sir: Re: County of Luzerne vs?'bitj"of Pittston,
No. 761, May Term, 1933,

Please advise Council that the above noted case is on the
Common Pleas trial list for trial upon Monday, Marchl8, 1935,
This suit is based upon a resolution duly adopted by Council Feb-
ruary 18, 1924 and approved by P. R. Brown, Mayor, copy of which
I enclose herewlth for the information of Council In this resolu-
tion Council bound the Ci%y of Pittston to assume the land damages
occasioned by the change in the approach to the new Fort Jenkins
bridge on North Main Street, and further bound itself to appropriate
such sum of money as might be awarded by viewers in the assessment
of damages occasioned by the condemnation of the property necessary
to make a change in the said approéach.

. Proceedings were had before a board of view, and subsequently
on trial in Court before a jury, damages were awarded to Jacob
Silverblott against the County of Luzerne in the amount of $7,323,
which, with interest and cost, amounted to $7,458.21, These pro-
ceedings were entered to No. 82, May Term, 1925, *

Subsequently suit in assumpsdt was entered by the County of
Luzerne against the City of Pittston upon April 17, 1933, to No. 761,
May Term, 1933, to recover the amount of money for which the said
County of Luzerne was held liable to compensate the above named
Jacob Silverbdath for the property appropriated by the County of Lu-
zerne in the above stated case. Later, to wit, March 1, 1934, a
statement was filed by the County of Luzerne in the above stated wase
and served upon the undersigned as City Solicitor. In this statement
the plaintiff, County of Luzerne, claims from the defendant, City of
Pittston, the above noted sum of $7,458.21, with interest from Feb-
ruary 18, 1929. This case is now upon the trial list for trial upon
Monday, March 18, 1935, as above stated.

I now desire Council to advise me whether Council proposes
to enter a defense to the above action or whether it prefers to per-
mit 'judgment to be entered. in favor of the County of Luzerne and

?
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Erank P. Wall, City Clerk, March 7, 1935, page 2.

against the City of Pittston by default. In arriving at a con-
clusion, it lies with Council to determine whether it should honor
its obligations in the above matter as expressed in the resolution
in question, or whether 1t wishes me as its legal representative
to interpose any techhical defense which I may find available.
Kindly submit this letter to Council so that it may advise me as
to its wishes in the matter. '

WHG:RAF

Wwillyem H, G¥llespie,
Enclosure.

'CL$§ Solicitor.
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COPY OF RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY PITTS?ON CITY COUNCIL

IN RE: FORT JENKINS BRIDGE.
"™ Be it resolved, by the City Council of the City of
Pittston; and it is hereby resolved by the authority of the
same, that the City of Pittston, Pa. hereby assumes the land

damages occasioned by the change in the approach of the pro-

posed new County bridge on North Main Street, conditioned that

the Commissioners of Luzerne County petition the Court of Common
Pleas to appoint overseers to assess damages and Benefits, the
right to intervene and appeal is reserved, if in the judgment
of the Council the award 1s unreasonable or excessive,

Be 1t further resolved, That the Council of the City of
Pittston binds itself to appropriate by ordinance and pay to
the Treasurer of Luzerne County the amount of such award or value

on final adjudication.

Submitted by P. J. Kearney, on Motion of Mr. McNamara.

B

Approved resolution was adopted February 18, 1924,
Approved: vP. R. Brown, Mayor.

Attest: Thos. H. Hopkins, City Clerk.
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March 9th, 1935.

Mr. Wililiam H. Gillespie,

City Solicitor,
Pittston, Pae.

Dear Sir;-

At & special meeting of City Council
held March 7, 1935, a motion carried instruct-
ing the City SQlicxtor to prepare a defense in
the suit of Luzerne County vse. City of Pittston
No« 761, May Term, 1933.

If there is any way in which I may be
of any assistance to you in the above case, '
advise me and I will gladly 4o 80a

Very Truly yours,

Yy

City Clerk
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City of Ditlston

April 13 t ,,1955 @

Mr. Wm. H. Gillsepie,
City Skliicitor,
Pittston, Pa.

Dear Sir;-

At the Council meeting held April 1st,
The Property Owners Associaticn of Pittston, Pa.
presented a resolution asking the eliminaticn of
occupation tax from the year of 1931.

A motion prevailed instructing the City
Solicitor to render an opinion on this matter..

Further on or about the 4th of March,
1935 the Hook & Ladder truck hit an autbmobile on
N. Main St., at Mill, and caused damage to the
amount of about $30, the City Solicitor was request-
ed to render an opinion as to whether or not the
City is liable, the name of party whose machine was
damaged is a Mr. Golensky of Dupont.

Respectfully yours,

el

—~ Tity Clerk
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The Freoperty Ouiners Aszonciation
nf Hittston

Pittstan, Pa._ March 24, 1935

.At a regzuler meeting held March 24, 1935, the
Property Owners Ascociation of Pittston adopted
the following resolution:

WHEERBAS: The estimate of the occupation assess-
ment, for the purpose of taxation, is based upon
the nature of the occupation to which cnes’'s efforts
are devoted or in which one is regularly or
habitually engaged, and

WHEREAS: The present economic crisis has caused
generel disoccupation and has shut out the means
of income, be it therefore,

RESCLVED: That council be requested to eliminate
the occupation tex from those not erployed in manual
or other labor or other means of income, and

TEAT: The elirination of such occupation tax

"shall be excluded from 1931 to tre present time to

such person or persons that have heen unemployed
since then or from the date that such person or
persons have become uznemployed, and further that

THAT: Such resolution be presented to council.

Witness (/,}de cees
..r4%v««44¥4u.6}??f7......
. 07%%:l .%r' u._l-il '—. . C‘.
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April‘ll, 1935.

Frank P. Wall, City Clerk,
Miners Savings Bank Building,

Pittston, Penna.

Pear Sir:

I enclose herewith two copies of an ordinance
authorizing me as City Solicitor to enter my appearance
of record and to confess judgment in favor of the Charles
B. Scott Company and against the City of Pittston in a
scire facias proceeding now pending in court to revive
Judgment originally entered te No. 508, October Term,
1928, in the said case. :

The said original judgment was entered by agreement
with the City of Pittston in 1928, in order to avoid
cost of loss suit against the City of Pittston and now
at the end of five years the plaintiff wishes to revive
the said judgment with the cost to the City. Kindly
submit the ordinance to Council so that the said judgment
may be revived by me as City Solicitor for the City of
Pittston. '

Veryy truly yours,

WHG:RAF
Enclosures,

id1liam H. GIllespie,
1ty Solicitor.




An ordinance to authorize William H. Gillespie, Esq.,
C;ty Solicitor for the City of Pittéton, to enter his appearance
6f record on the docket in the office of the Prothomotary of Lu- -
zerre County in the case of ‘the Charles B, Scoft Compény vs, City

of Pittston, filed to No. 354, October Term, 1933, and to act as

- Attorney in faect for and on behalf_of the City of Pititston in all

matters pertaining thereto.

WHEREAS, under and by virtue of an ordinance of the said City
duly ordgiﬁed and'enacted'ypdnAJune 12,1928, and approved by the
Mayor of the said'City,-Juﬁé 12, 192é, J. Harold Elénnery, Esq.,
Citj Solicitor of the City éf PittSton;'enﬁered his appearance of
reéord With,thé Prothonotary 6f Luzsrhé County; for and'on behalf

of the City,of’Pitfston;‘and admitted an indebtedness in favor of

~~~»A«The~6h@3i@sﬁf7ﬂ3e0$t*Eompany”and"a%ainﬁt“tthBﬁ@Q‘City of Pittston

in the sum of $1656,26, with interest thereon from Januery 24, 19285  -

and;

: EHEREAS, on June 18,11928, anﬁﬁgreement pursuanﬁ ﬁo the
authority invested in J. Eérold Fléﬂnery, Bsq., Ciﬁy Sqligitor af orer
said, an amicable action of gésumpsit.was‘instituted in the Court

of Common Pleas of Luzerne County, with the same force and effect as

- though a summons had been issued to the Sheriff and as though it had

been'regularly served upon the said defendant and his appearance en-
ﬁered in the regularfgourses and;

WHERGAS, in pursuance of said agreement the Court directed that

judgment be ehféiéd“iﬂ”féVoﬁ'6f’Thé'oharlég”Bf ;cott”coﬁb§ﬁj,"blain-
tiff, and against the Cify of Pittston, defendant, for the said sum,

to No., 508, October Term, 1928, and;



'WHEREAS, the said Charles B. Scott Company, plaintiff afore-

said,; had caused a writ of scire faciaS'to.be entered to No. 354,

October Term, 1933, to revive the judgment originally entered to‘
No.‘SOS, Oetober Term, 19883aforesaid;

NOW, THYREFORE, Willism H, Gillespie, Bsq., City Soliecitor, |

"ToT The Clty Of Pittston, is hereby authorized, directed end em-
| poﬁered to enter his appearance of record in the offibe‘Of the
| Prothonotary of Luzerne County for and on behalf of tle City of
Pittston in the said case, and to suthorize the Prothonotary of
 Luzerne County to enter judgment in favor of the said plaintiff

and against said defendant in the said scire facias_proeeedings,

the said orilginal judgment entered to No. 508, October Term, 1928,

|
i « entered as aforesaid to No., 354, October Temm, 1933, to revive
:
|
|
|
|
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