
COPY 

CITY OF PITTSTON 
PENNSYLVANIA 

September 2, 1942 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania) 
Department of High~ays, 
Wyoming Avenue and Ash Street, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 

The City of Pittston have had their men out 
painting the lines on the Streets in the various parts 
of the City, and would greatly appreciate it if the 
State Department would cooperate and paint the lines 
at the upuer end of William Street at the intersection 
with the-Highway leading through Hughestown, Dupont 
and Avoca Boroughs. 

TJH:AMM 

Very truly yours, 

(S) Thomas J. Halsey 

Thomas J. Halsey, 
City Engineer. 
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On motion of Hr. v:alsh, seconded by r:Ir. Sheridan, and on Roll Call 
of members present, the above communications were ordered received and 
filed. 

The following communication v.ras received from Mr. M. A. Lippman, 
Assistant to the President of the Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company, Louisville, 
Kentucky: 

Ron. John J. Reilly, Mayor, 
City of Pittston, 
City Hall, 
Pittston, Pa. 

Dear Mayor Reilly: 

September 1, 1942 

I wish to take this means of expressing my appreciation 
for the opportunity you afforded me to discuss the merits 
and uses of our product. I was indeed very pleased to 
learn that you want to carry on the Kentucky Rock As-phalt 
~earing S1rrface work as soon as possible, and look forward 
to the privilege of serving you very soon. 

Realizing that you do not want to do any bituminous work during 
cold weather, I know that you will endeavor to send us 
shipping instructions at the earliest possible moment. 

I wish to assure you again that we are desirous of cooperating 
with vnu in every way possible. Therefore please do not 
hesitate to call upon us whenever you feel that we may be of 
further service to your city~ 

With kindest regards, I am, 

M.AL:GN 

Very truly yours, 

(S) M. A. Lippman 
11. A. Lippman, 
Assistant-to President. 

On motion of Hr. Gra-·)lick, seconded by I.Tr. v:alsh~ and upon Roll 
Call of E'lembers present, the above comrr:unication was ordered received and 
filed. 
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.Motion was made by Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and 
concurred in by members present, that contract be awarded to the lowest 
bidder on bid submitted at meeting of August 25th, for certain equipment 
and materials advertised for in local newspapers. 

The International Harvester Company,. Incorporated, Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania, having submitted the lowest bid, of TWenty~two Hundred and 
Three ($2,203.00) Dollars, on a 3 Ton Truck Chassis and Cab, listed as 
Hodel K-7, conditioned upon proper priority rating being secured, was, on 
motion by Mr. Grablick, seconded by Hr. '!!!alsh, and upon vote of members 
present, awarded the contract. 

The Gar Wood Industries, Inc., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, having 
submitted the lowest bid of Twenty-three Hundred Seventy-Five ($2,375.00) 
Dollars, on.Load-Packer Body, conditioned on proper Priority Rating being 
secured, was, upon motion by }tr. vralsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, awarded the contract. 

The Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company, Inc., Louisville, Kentucky, 
having submitted the lowest bid of Thirteen Dollars and Ten Cents (*13.10) 
per Ton for Natural Rock Asphalt, was, upon motion by IEr. Grablick, sec
onded by l-Ir. Sheridan, and by unanirnous vote of members present, awarded 
the Contract. 

The C. F. Goeringer Construction Co., Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, 
ha,ving .submitted the lowest bid, of $7.95 per Ton, for J0-5, and $7.25 
ner Ton for HE-1, on motion by Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and 
upon Roll Call of members present, was awarded the contract, conditioned 
upon proper priority rating being secured. 

Motion was made by Mr. Grablick, seconded by ltr. Sheridan, and 
unon Roll Call of members present, to defer bid of Roy Stauffer, for Statio 
Wagon Type Patrol Oar, to a later meeting. 

Motion was made by Mr. Grablick, seconded by Hr. Sheridan, and 
by unanimous vote of members present, that the Oi ty Clerk be instructed 
to return all certified checks to the unsuccessful bidders. 

There being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Sheridan, 
seconded by }T. VJalsh, and upon Roll Call of members present, to aQ.journ. 

APPROVED 
Sentember 29, 1942. 

YEAS NAYS 
* G 
* w l 
* T 2 

Absent S 
Absent R 

JOHN D. McNULTY 
CITY CLERK 
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PITTSTOH, PEUHSYLVAlJIA, SEPTEMBER 29TH, 1942, AT 8:00 P.li. 

City Council convened in regular session, Tuesday, September 29, 
1942, at 8:00 P. H., with Councilman Sylvester 0. Grablick presiding, and 
Councilmen Walsh and Turon, present, Mayor Reilly and Councilman Sheridan, 
absent. 

~!inutes of regular session of September ~th, 1942, were not read, 
but upon motion of Councilman V'!alsh, seconded by Councilman Turon, and 
upon Roll Gall of members present, were ordered received and filed. 

RESOLUTION *3~ Pittston, Pennsylvania, September 29th, 1942. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: nThat the sum of 
Forty-five Hundred (~4,500.00) Dollars, be transferred from the Ash Col~ 
lection Account, Department of Streets ·and Public Improvements, to Tiages of 
Laborers, Department of Streets and Public Improvements. 11 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and uuon Roll Call 
of members present, the above Resolution was adonted. 

RESOLUTION Jf3546. Pittston, Pennsylvania, September 29th, 191.~2. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the Oi ty of Pittston: 11 That Oi ty Council 
pledges itself, to provide in the 191.!-3 l?udget, its proportionate share, up 
to :l!l5,000.00, to further improvements of Gilmartin Park, situated in the 
Third rrard, City of Pittston, and hereby authorizes the Park Comn:ission to 
proceed with the improvements of said Park, if and when the City Solicitor, 
in writing, ap!)roves of the legality of this Resolution. 11 

On motion of ~:'fr. '17Talsh, seconded by Hr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTIOU #3.547. Pittston, Pennsylvania, September 29th, 1942. 'SE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the Oi ty of Pittston: 11 That Councilman 
Turon, Director of Public Safety, be, and is hereby authorized, to hire a 
Fire Truck Driver, during an emergency, and that said Driver, be paid at 
the rate of $1800.00 per annum, until such time as a driver is certified 
from the Civil Service List 11 • 

On motion of Nr. Walsh, seconded by ~~r. Turon, and by unanimous 
consent of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION #354f'S. Pittston, Pennsylvania, September 29th, 1942. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by. the City Council of the Oi ty of Pittston: 11 That, Mr. Nick 
DiLeo, 30 Church Street, City, having made payment of $57.00, for construc
tion of new sidewalk, be refunded this payment, at his request, since side
walk has not been constructed, to this date.n 

On motion by Mr. Turon, seconded by Jrir. Walsh, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION #3549. Pittston, Pennsylvania, September 29th, 1942. EE IT 
RESOLVED, by the Oi ty Council of the Oi ty of 'Pittston: 11 That Doctor James 
S. Dixon, 33 Parsonage Street, City, be appointed a member of.the Civil 
Service Board, to fill the lli!expired term of Doctor ~illiam Connell, due 
to his moving out of the City. II 

On motion of rfr. Turon, seconded by Mr. t'!alsh, and upon Roll Call 
' of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

R3:SOLUTION #3550. Pittston, Pennsylvania, September 29th, 1942. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That Messrs. M. J. 
Clark, Charles F. Morgan, George W. Bainbridge and Thomas J. Hennigan, be, 
and hereby, are re-appointed members of the City Park Oomrrdssion. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. t7alsh, and upon unanimous 
vote of members present, the above Resolution was· adopted. 
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BESOLUTION #3551. Pittston, Pennsylvania, September 29th, 1942. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council, of the City of Pittston: II That John 0. 
Kehoe, be, and is hereby appointed, a member of the City Park Commission, 
to fill the vacancy caused, due to the induction of former membel', John 
Flanagan, into the United States Armed Forces .11 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Lir ~ Walsh, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above Resolution was adouted. 

Tax Collector, M. P. Ruane, under date of September 29th, 1942, 
submitted to 1rr. Sylvester Grablick, Director of Accounts & Finances, the 
following list of incidental expenses of the Tax Collector's Office, with 
attached receipts, requesting that warrant be drawn, to his account for 
the reimbursement of same: 

June 8, 1942 Melanie Conant, Notary Public 
two (2) affidavits on Tax 
Returns for 1941 

July 8, 1942 James Gibbons, postmaster, 
~000 post cards for School 
taxes 1942 

July 10, 1942 Allan W. Smiles, re"r)airing 
numbering machine 

Aug. 6, 1942 Allan W. Smiles, repairing 
numbering machine 

Aug. 9, 191.~2 James Gibbons, postmaster, 
Postage stan..1ps for Tax 
Collectors office 

Aug. 11, 1942 Melanie Conant, Notary Public 
one (1) affidavit 

Aug. 18, 1942 LaBarre's Stationery Store 
twu (2), ten col~~n cash 
Ledger School and State, County 
& Poor Taxes@ $3.00 each 

1.00 

50.00 

0.45 

0.35 

10.00 

6.00 

Aug. 21, 1942 James Gibbons, postmaster, 
de:posi t on order of 5000 stamped 
envelopes for State, County and 
Poor taxes for year 1942 9.80 

Sept. 17 1942 James Gibbons, postmaster; 
balance due on 5000 - 2¢ printed 
stamped envelopes 

Total 

100.00 

~ 178.10 

Motion was made by Mr. Walsh, seconded by ]Jr. Turon, and unon 
Roll Call of members present, that the a"i)OVe request be auuroved of' and 
ordered paid. 

Tw~ communications, dated September 29th, 1942, addressed to 
Honorable Mayor and Members of ·city Council, and reading as follows, were 
submitted by Councilman Grablick, Director of Accounts and Finance: 

Gentlemen: 

I hereby recommend payment of the following bi~ls: 



. I 

Volunteer Firemen, Eagles Hose Company (121 
February, 1942 to July, 1942, 
inclusive; 581 Hours0 .80 $ 464.80 

Volunteer Firemen, Eagles Hose Company Special (32) 
February 1942 to July 1942, in-
clusi.ve; 193 Hours @ fSOrt 154.40 

Volunteer Firemen, Niagara Hose Co. (27) February 
1942 to July 1942, inclusive; 
652 Hours ~ 80& 

Clover Restaurant, T. Collins, Proprietor, 43 
Dinners, firemen, ~ 50t 

Carl J. Burke, City Solicitor, Liens Satisfied. 

New York Casualty Company, Bonds- Police Dept., 
$125.00; John Wills, Deputy 
Tax Collector, $100.00. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Internal 

521. 6o ' 

225.00 

Affairs, Proposed Bond Issue 60.00 

Total $1,448.80 

Respectfully submitted, 
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(S) Sylvester 0. Grablick 
Director of Accounts & Finance. 

Gentlemen: 

I hereby recommend payment of the following bills: 

Justin Blewitt, Attorney for ~trs. Marion 
Wilson, Final Settlement 

Nick DiLeo, 

M. P. Ruane, 

of Claim, in re: Wilson vs. 
City of Pittston. 

Refund of Sidewalk Payment, 
Dated May 6th, 1942, Can
celled by Y·1r. DiLeo. 

Tax uollector, Incidental 
Expenses of Tax Collector's 
Office, as per itemized state
ment, dated Sent. 30, 1942. 

Total $ 

$ 300.00 

57.00 

178.10 
535.10 

Respect:fully submitted, 
(S) Sylves~er 0. Grablick 
Director of Acct. & Finance. 

On motion by llr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote of members present, the above communications were approved of as read, 
and ordered paid, when sufficient funds are available. 

The following communica.tion, dated Seutember 29th, 1942, address:e 
to Oi ty Council, 't"!as received from Mr. Edward J. Lynch: 

Gentlemen; 
Confirming information conveyed a few days ago to 

the head of my department, Councilrnan Frank Turon, and in com
~liance with his direotions, I hereby respectfully request an 
indefinite leave of absence from my duties as Fire Truck Driver, 
effective October l, 1942. 

Respectfully subEli tted, 

(S) Edward J. Lynch. 
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Motion was made by lll'. Walsh, seconded by ltr. Turon, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, that the above communication be laid aside. 

The following communication, dated September 11th, 1942, and ad
dressed to City Solicitor Ca,rl J. Burke, was received from A ttorne"y / J. Jus tin 
Blewitt: 

Dear Sir! 

I enclose, herewith copy of an order made today by 
Judge Aponick, placing specially on the Trial List for 
the week of October 19th, the six police cases noted in 
the order. 

Very truly yours, 

(S) J. Justin Blewitt 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seco:1ded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above communication was referred to the City Solici
tor for his attention and action, as he sees fit, in the best interest of 
the Tax Payers. 

Communicat:lon dated September 15th, 1942, and reading as follows, 
was received from Hary A. Sweeny, 11-13 Stout Street, City: 

Dear Sirs: 

I have requested this before, but never put . 
it in writing before. I would like to have my nroperty, 
11-13 Stout Street, protected from surface and snow 
water in the winter. 

City Engineer, Mr. Harry Hyers, lived on 
Nafus Street at the time this property was -built, and 
he surveyed the lot, and P.:ave the contractor the proper 
grade, so I would like it protected. 

There is a vacant lot ouposite, which has 
never been graded or guttered, or drainage, and when it 
rains, or in the Spring or Winter, the water floods over 
to my place. 

It is not necessary to tell, if any one comes 
there, they can see the condition. 

Thanking you, 

Respectfully, 

Mary A. STieeny, 
11Ll3 Stout St., Pittston. 

On motion by Mr. Ualsh, seconded by Hr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above communication was referred to the atten
tion of the City Engineer, as well as the Superintendent of Streets. 

Communication dated September 26th, 1942, addressed to the City 
Council, and reading as follows, was received from Curtis D. Thomas, Execu
tive Vice-President, Miners Savings Bank, City: 

Honorable Gentlemen: 

This Bank is the owner of certain property 
situate on Carbondale Road, this City, formerly 
known as Barber Wholesale House. 

Th~ property, according to the records, is 
split into two assessments, one with a fifty-two 
52t foot front and the other, one hundred fourteen 
and one-half (114~') feet. The buildings thereon 
were destroyed by-fire, the last one happening on 
April 21st of this year. 



The purpose of this communication is to 
request a refund of part of this years taxes, and 
may we also sta,te tn connection therewith that we 
have contracted to sell both pieces of land for 
~1,000.00. -

Awaiting your action, we remain, 

Very truly yours, 

( S) Curtis D. Thomas 
Exec. V .- Pres. 
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On motion by 11r. Turon, seconded by lJr. Walsh, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above communication was referred to the attention of 
the City Solicitor, as well as the City Assessor. 

Communication, de,ted September 25th, 1942, addressed to Mayor and 
City Council, was submitted by City Solicitor, Carl J. Burke, reading as 
follows: · -

In re: Wilson 
vs: City of Pittston 

Gentlemen: 

Herewith are letters of August 4, and September 23 
fron Attorney Justin Blewitt in the above captioned matter. 

I have gone over this matter carefully with Attorney 
Blewttt and visited the scene of the accident with City Engi
neer Halsey and 1!'tr. Blewitt. 

It is my opinion that under all the circumstances, the 
City would do well to settle this claim with Hx. Blevri tt for 
the sum of Three Hundred (!lt300.00) Dollars. This ts my recom
mendatton to the City at this time. 

Very truly yours, 
· (S) Carl J. Burke. 

J.rotion t"as r.1ade by M:r. Walsh, seconded by Hr. Turon, and by unani
mous vote of·members nresent, that the Solicitor 1 s recommendation bP. accepted 
and that wa:rrant in the amount of Three Hundred (~300.00) Dollars, oe drawn, 
in favor of Hr. Blewitt, in full settlement of this claim, upon receipt of 
Certificate. of Discontinuance, from Hr. Blewitt. 

The following communication, dated August 13th, 1942, addressed to 
the City Clerk, was submitted by City Solicitor, Carl J. Burke, reading as 
follows: 

Dear Sir: 

In re: John Marchulonis, Et Ux 
vs: City of Pittston 

No. 827 October Term, 1942 

Today I entered my al;pearance in the above 
cautioned matter in the Prothonotary 1 s Office of Luzerne 
Oom1ty, as counsel for the Defendant. 

Very truly yours, 
OJB: tm ( 8) Oa:rl J. Burke 

Motion was made by Hr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of .members present, that the above communication be received and filed. 

Reilly: 
The following communications were received from Mayo:r John J. 

Members of the City Council, 
Pittston, Pennsy~vania. 

Gentlemen: 

September 18th, 1942 

I am hereby advising, as of this date, that 
it will be necessary to extend the positions of the Special 
Police Officers and Police Clerks on the force, for an ad
ditional ten (10) days. 

Ee9pectfully yours, 
(.8 r John J. Reilly, Mayor 



Hembers of Oi ty Council, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen: 

September 2~th, 1942 

I am hereby advising, as of this date, that 
it will be necessary to extend the positions of the Special 
Police Officers and Police Clerks on the force, for an ad
ditional ten (10) days. 

Respectfully yours, 

(S)John J. Reilly, Mayor 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by };!r. Turon, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above communications were approved of as read, ex
tending the positions of the Special Police Officers and Police Clerks, as 
requested therein. 

Cor.rraunica tion, dated Septeraber 29th, 1942, addressed to Members 
of City Council, and reading as follows, was received from Councilman Frank 
Ttcron, Director of Public Safety: 

Gentlemen: 
I am hereby advising, that due to the re

quest of Edward J. Ly~ch, for an indefinite leave of ab
sence, effective October 1st, 1942, it is necessary to ap
point a driver in his place. There being no one on the 
eligible Civil Service List, for this ~osition, I am re
questing Council to authorize me to hire a driver, until 
one is certified from the Civil Service List. 

Very truly yours, 

(S) Frank Turon. 
Director of Public Safety. 

On m_otion of Hr. Vlalsh, seconded by !lf:r. Turon, and upon Roll Call 
of members :present, the above communication was ordered received and filed, 
and Resolution adopted, authorizing Councilman Turon to hire a Driver, as per 
his request. (See Resolution #3547) 

. Permit application was received from the Allan Shoe Store, 47 :N. 
l!ain Street, City, to erect an overhead, double-face, Hasoni te sign, at an 

, approximate cost of Forty ($40.00) Dollars. 
been 

This application, having/a:::>proved of by the Superintendent of 
Streets, was approved, on motion by Hr. Turon, seconded by !·.1r. 1JTalsh, and ·· ·,· 
upon Roll Call of members present. 

Permit auDlication was received from the Gibbons Sign Shop, Wilkes 
Barre, Penna., dated September lSth, 1942, to erect a neon, over-hanging, 
sidewalk sign, at the place of business of Florence \'7illiams, S7 Harth Main 
Street, City, at an approximate cost of Twenty-five ($25.00) Dollars. 

This application, having been approved by the ·Chief of the Fire 
Department, was, upon motion by :Mr. Walsh, seconded by :Mr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote of members present, approved. 

Permit application was received from the Gibbons Sign Shop, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., dated September 18th, 19tt2, to erect a neon, over-hanP-:ing, 
sidewalk sign, at the Bohemian Gardens, 70 North Iviain Street, City, at an 
approximate cost of Twenty-five (cft25.00) Dollars. 

This application, having been approved by the Chief of the Fire 
Department, was, upon motion by Ur. Turon, seconded by Hr. "!Talsh, and upon 
Roll Call of members ~resent, approved. 
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Permtt auplication, was received from Gibbons Sign Shop~Wilkes
Barre, Pa., dated September 13th, 19~-2, to erect a neon, over-hangi'ng, 

sidewalk sign, at the place of business of Joseph Boyle, 35 North Main St., 
City, at an approximate cost of Twenty-five (~25.00) Dollars. 

I . 

This application, having been approved by the Chief of the Fire 
Department, was, upon motion by Mr. Walsh, seconded by JIJr. Turon, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, approved. 

Permit application was received from Carmel Hack, 197 Elizabeth 
Street, City, dated September 26th, 1942, to erect a two-car garage, of 
concrete blocks, at the above address, at an approximate cost of Sixty 
(~60.00) Dollars. 

This application, having been approved by the Superintendent of 
Streets, was, upon ·notion by Hr. t'Ialsh, seconded by Hr. Turon, and by Roll 
Call of members present, approved. 

This being the advertised meeting at which bids on the $100,000. 
Bond Issue, are returnable, Motion was made by Hr. Walsh, secondeddby l~r. 
Turon, and upon Roll Call of members present, that any and all bids be re
ceived and opened by the Oi ty Clerk as per legal advertisement. nr. Grab
lick, presiding, asked if any one present desired to examine said bids 
submitted before opening same. There being no response, the City Clerk pro
ceeded to open and read the bids submitted, and reading as follows: 

Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Sept. 26, 1942. 

Nr. John D. HcNulty, City Clerk, 
Pittston, Pa. 

Dear Sir: 

For the. $100,000.00, Pittston, Pennsylvani-a, 
2-3/4% Funding and Improvement Bonds, dated October 1, 
1942, maturing ~Uo,ooo. October 1st, 1943, to 1952, we offer 
par, and in addition thereto, a premium of $301.35. 

We enclose our certified check for <li;2000.00 on 
the Lincoln Nat 1 l Bank, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Seasongood & ?Tayer, 
By 1. Wanner. 

Pittston, Pa. 
Sept. 29, J.g42. 

},!r. John D. 1.'icl'Jul ty, City Clerk, 
Pittston, Pa. 

Dear Sir: 

Subject to the prov1s1ons of the official 
notice of sale, we offer to purchase, all or none, the 
issue described in such notice as follows: 

~1oo,oro.co City of Pittston, Pennsylvani_e, ?-3/41, 
Funding 8: Imnrovement 3onds, dated October l, 1942, due 
d!;lO,OOO. each year, October 1, 1943 to 1952, inclusive, 
at price of 100.8136, equivalent to par plus a total 
nremium of ~813.60. 

We enclose,. herei.n our certified check in the 
sum of ~200C.OO uava~le to the order of the Treasurer of 
the City of Pitt~t~n, Pa. 

Yours very truly, 
M:iners Savings Bank, 

By S. H. t!ilson, Treas. 
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Mr. John D. Mclifulty, City Clerk, 
City Hall, Pittston, Penna. 

Philadelphia, Penna. 
September 2g, 1942. 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

Subject to the conditions set forth in the 
official notice of sale, we bid nar and accrued interest 
from the day of issue to the date of delivery, plus a prem
ium of $670.00 which is equivalent to 100.67 for all of the 
~100,000. face value 2-3/4% coupon Funding and Improvement 
Bonds of the City of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

~2000.00. 
We enclose oux cextified check in the amount of 

Respectfully submitted, 

Schmidt, Poole & Go. 
By Donald W. Poole. 

New York City, N. Y. 
Sept. 2g, 1942. 

Mr. John D. Mc:t>Tul ty, City Clerk, 
City Hall, Pittston, Pa. 

Dear Sir: 

For the ~100,000. nar value City of-Pittston, 
Pennsylvana, Funding and Improvement Bonds, to be dated, 
October 1st, 1942, and to mature ~10,000. each year 
from October 1, 1943 to and October 1, 1952, we will pay 
you a total sum of ~100,779.00 and accrued interest from 
date of issue to date of delivery to us for bonds bearing 
interest at the rate of 2-1/2% per annum. 

As required, we are· enclosing, herewith, our 
certified check in the amount of $2000. payable to the 
order of the Treasurer of the City of Pittston, Penna. 

Yours very truly, 

Hemphill, Noyes e~ Co., 
S. K. Cunningham & Co., Inc., 
Phillins, Scfimertz & Co., 

By Hemphill, Noyes f.,_ Co., 
Manager. 
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There being no other bids submitted, motion was :ne,de by rrr. Tialsh, 
seconded by Hr. Turon and upon Roll Call of members present, to recess long 
enough to tabulate the bids received. 

After a short recess members of Council returned to Council Cham-
1Jers and Hr. Grablick, presiding, announced the result of the bids. 

Hemphill, :Noyes & Oonroany, havinR submitted the loVJest bicl of 2-1/2% 
and premium of 11:i79.00, on"motion of Hr. 1'Ialsh, seconded bv ~.ffr. Turon, and 
upon unanimous vote of members present, were awarded purchase of said bonds. 

On motion of Yr. r<'alsh, seconded by Nr. Turon, and upon Holl Call 
of members -present, the Oi ty Clerk was instructed to retu.rn with thanks, 
checks of the unsuccessful bidders. 

On motion by Mr. 1'.ralsh, seconded by £,·~r. Turon, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the City Clerk was instructed to request the Civil Ser
vice Board to arrange for an immediate examination of applicants for posi
tions in the .Police and Fire Deparments. 
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AN ORDIHANOE 

ORDINANCE #431. TO AUTHORIZE AHD DIRECT THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION 
BONDS OF THE OITY OF PITTSTON, LUZERNE COlJliTTY, PEHNSYLVAlHA, IN TriE JI;'.AJCIMUM 
AMOmJT OF ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS ( :!1;100, 000. ) FOR THE PURPOSE OF FUNDIN 
FLOATING DEBT CONTRACTED FOR C1JRREET OPERATING EXPENSES AHD FOR TF..E PURCHASE 
OF EQUIPMENT; APPROVING THE FORli OF Bmm AND COUPON; PROVIDING FOR THE RATE 
OF IHTER~~ST ON SAID BONDS AN'D FIXIIJG THE MATURITY DATES THEREOF; STATING THE ' 
ESTIMATED PERIOD OF USEFULNESS OF THE EQUIPMENT TO BE PtJRCHASED FROM .A POR;.;. 
TION OF THE PROCEEDS OF THE BONDS TO 3E ISSUED; PROVIDING FOR THE ASSESS!mNT, 
LEVY AND COLLECTION OF A TAX TO PAY THE INTEREST APD TAXES COVENAlJTED TO BE 
PAID THEREON AND THE PRINCIPAL THEREOF AT MATURITY; DIRECTIHG JOHN J. REILLY 
AND JOHN D. :McNULTY, BEING RESPECTIVELY THE HAYOR AND THE CITY CLERK, TO PR 
PARE, VERIFY AND FILE THE REQUIRED STATEHEFT; AED AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
THE CITY CLERK T 0 CF.RTIFY AND FILE WITH THE DEPARTHENT OF INT1~Rr.JAL AFFAIRS 
CERTIFIED COPI"J:CS OF THE NECESSARY PROCl~EDilJGS. Said Ordinance being on file 
with the City Clerk, in Ordinance Record Book, Page No. 166. 

On motion by Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Call 
of members nresent, the above Ordinance was approved and passed unon First 
Reading. 

On motion by Hr. Turon, seconded by Hr. Walsh, and,upon Roll Call 
of members ·0resent, said Ordinance was read a second time, whereupon, motion i 
l.'Tas made by Hr. Walsh, seconded by Hr. Turon, and upon Roll Oall of members 
present, approved, and passed, upon second reading. 

Hotion was made by Hr. Walsh, seconded by Hr. ·Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, to adjourn until Saturday, October 3rd, 10~2, at 
1:00 P. H., at which time this regular session of Oounpil would be continued. 

_ .... __ -

--------- ---- --· 
/ "-...-,' 

APPROVED 
October 13th, 1942~ 

YEAS NAYS 
* G 1 
* w 2 
* T 
* s 
* R 

JOHN D. Mc~TtTLTY 
CITY CLERK 
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PITTSTON, PEHNSYLVANIA, OCTOBER 3RD, 1942, AT 1:15 P. M. 

Continued regular session of City Council of Tuesday, September 
29th, 1942, re-convened today, Saturday, October 3rd, 1942, at 1:15 P.M., 
with Director of Accounts & Finance, Councilman Grablick, presiding, and 
CoQncilman Walsh and CoLmcilman Sheridan, present, Councilman Turon and 
Hayor Rei 11 y, absent. 

RESOLUTION #3~ Pittston, Pennsylvania, October 3rd, 1942. BE 
IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

WHEREAS, the City of Pittston , Luzerne County, 
desires-to erect, operate and maintain traffic signals at the inter
section of North Hain and William Streets, Legislative Routes 5 and 
__£2_g__, and 
WHEREAS, the Vehicle Code requires the approval of the State Secretary 
of Highways before any traffic signals may be legally erected or recon
structed, 
NOVl, THEREFORE, BE IT RRSOLVED, that traffic signals be erected at the 
above mentioned location, subject to the approval of the State Secretary 
of Highways, and that his approval is hereby requested, and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, in the event a traffic signal uermit is 
approved after proper investigation by the State Secretary of Highways 
or his agent, the City of Pittston will be bound by the 
following provisions: 

The installation shall be made in accordance with the require-1 
ments of the Vehicle Code and the M&"1.ual of Regulations for Official ' 
Traffic Signs and Signals o:f this Commonwealth: and · 

Should future highway or traffic conditions, or legal require
ments, necessitate alteration of the construction or operation, or hours 
of operation, or removal of the traffic signals at the above mentioned 
intersection, they shall be altered or removed when and as directed by 
the State Secretary of Highways. 

I, (S) John D. HcNulty, City Clerk of the ...:;...Cl;;:;;..·t""""y~o'-'-f __ __;_ __ 
Pittston, Pennsylvania, do certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct cony of the resolution legally adopted at a meeting held 
Saturday, October 3rd, 1942. 
(SEAL) 

Signed 
( S) John D. McJ:Jul ty 

Oi ty Clerk 

On motion of Mr. 17alsh, seconded by Hr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION #3553. Pittston, Pennsylvania, October 3rd, 1942. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

WHEREAS, the Citv of Pittston , Luzerne County, 
desires to erect, operate and maintain traffic signals at the intersec-
tion of Main, Broad and Water Streets,. Le12'islative Route r::i. ,and 
wEEREAS, the Vehicle Code requires the apnroval of the State Secretary 
of Highy·rays before any traffic signals may be legally erected or re
constructed, 
NC'1.7, TEEREFORE, BE IT RteSOJ.JVED, that traffic signals be erected at the 
a .. bove mentioned location, subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
Highways, and that his approval is hereby requested, and(/State) 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, in the event a traffic signal permit is 
approved after proper investigation by the State Secretary of Highways 
or his agent, the City of Pittston will be bound by the 
following urovisions: 

The-installation shall be made in accordance with the requirements 
of the Vehicle Code and the Ham~al of Regulations for Official Traffic 
SiQ'ns and Signals of this Connnonv:eal th, and 

_, Should future highway or traffic conditions, or legal requirements, 
necessitate alteration of the construction or oneration, or hours of 
oneration, or removal of the traffic sir::nals at- the above mentioned in
tersection, they shall be altered or I'ernoved when and as directed by the 
Ste. te Secretary of Highrrays. 
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· I, ( S) John D. !~cNul ty_ Oi ty Olerl:: of the Oi t·,r of 
Pittston, Pennsylvania do certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of the resolution legally adopted at a meeting held 

Saturday, October 2~q,, _ }.24g_. 
(SEAL) Signed 

( S) John D. ]iicNul ty 
City Clerk 

On motion of Mr. T7alsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of membel'S present, above Resolution was adopted. 

9.RDif~A~TOE #43h, TO AUTHORIZE AHD DIRECT THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION 
BONDS OF THli: CITY OF PITTSTON, LUZERNE COmTTY, PENNSYLVANIA, IN THE IE.AXIMUM 
AMOUNT OF ONE HUNDRED THOUSAHD DOLLARS ( $100,000. ) , was read for the Third 
time. 

On motion of Mr. V!alsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and U!)on Roll 
Call of members present, aoove Ordinance was ap·oroved} and nassed upon 
Third and Final Reading. 

There being no other business, motion was made by Mr. Sheridan, 
seconded by Mr. \·ralsh, and by unanimous vote of members nresent, to adjourn, 
motion carried. 

-· 
-----

1942. 

.... .. ' -· .... 

Y.!:!:AS 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

APPROVED 
October 13th, 

G 
Vi 
T 
S' 

·R 

1942.. -
NAYS 

1 
2 

JOHN D. McNULTY 
CITY CLERK 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, OO'T'OBER 13TH, 1942, AT 7:30 P. M. 
· in regular session 

City Council convened/ Tuesday, October 13th, 1942, at 7:30 P. M., 
with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding, and all members of Council present. 

Minutes of. regular session of Council of September 29th, 1942, 
and continued until Saturday, October 3rd, 1942, were not read, but upon 
motion by Hr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll Call of members 
present, were ordered received and filed. 

Mayor Reilly uresented his reuort for the r110ntb of September, 1942 
of Fines and Meter Collections, reading as follows: 

Parking Meter Collections. 
Parking Violations. 
Violation of City Ordinances. 

$ 360.25 
5.00 

10.00 
$ 375-25 

Respectfully submitted, 

( S ) John J. Reilly, Mayor. 

On motion by Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above report was approved of and ordered filed. 

City Treasurer, M. P. Ruane, submitted report dated September 30, 
1942, on the condition of receipts and disbursements of his office as of 
the 30th day of September, 1942: 

Cash on Hand, September 1st, 1942 ............... $ 
Receipts during the month ......................• 

Total $ 

By Cash to Warrants Paid ..........•............. $ 
Cash on Hand, September 30th, 1942 •........•.... 

Total !It 

Gash on Hand, September 30th, 1942, 
credited to the following funds: 

General Fund ...................................• :!k 
Bond and Interest, 1923 
Bond and Interest, 1935 
Bond and Interest, 193~ 

Account ..........•...... 
Account ................. . 
Account ••..............• 

Total $ 

Respectfully submitted, 

(S) M. P. Ruane, 
City Treasurer. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote of members present, the above report was ordered received and · 
filed. 

Mr. M. P. Ruane, City Treasurer, submitted report dated September 
30th, 1942, of City Licenses issued by him during the month, to the amount 
of $274.00. 

On motion of Hr. Grablick, seconded by Hr. Walsh, and u·oon Roll 
Call of members present, the above report was ordered received and filed. 

Mr. Thomas Newcomb, Sealer of Weights and Measures, submitted 
the follo:wtng report dated October, 1st, 1942: 

The Honorable Mayor and City Council, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen: 
The following is my report for the month of September, 



VJagon Scales 
Person TI'eighers 
Counter Scales 
Oil Pumps 
Gasoline Pumps 
Prescription Scales 

Corrected 
and 

Sealed Adjusted 
1 

10 

4 
4 

Respectfully submitted, 

(S) Thomas Newcomb, 

3 

Sealer of v'Jeights and Measures. 
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On motion by Hr. V!alsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote of members present, the above report was ordered received and filed. 

Mr. Thomas Newcomb, Health Officer, submitted the following report 
dated October lst, 1942, reading as follows: i 

The Honorable Mayor and Oi ty Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen: 
The following is my report for the month 

of September, 1942: 

Warning signs posted (No Dumping) 3-
Visits to Beef Houses (each) 3 
Health Certificates issued 23 
Visits to Eating Houses & Restaurants 4 
J!onthly reports sent to :Fedical Director. 
~eekly renorts sent to Medical Director.-

Respectfully yours, 

Thomas Newcomb. 
Health Officer. 

On motion of Hr. Turon, seconded by ?'r. Walth, and u-oon Roll Call 
of memoers present, the above report vras ordered received and filed. 

RESOLUTION #3554. Pittston, Pennsylvania, October 13th, 1942. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: llThat it will be 

J necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and Police 
Clerks on the force for an additional Ten (10) :oays, from October Sth, 1942."! 

I 
On motion of ~Tr. Turon, seconde6 by l.'Ir. Sheridan, and upon Roll 

Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION #355~. 
RESOLVED, by the 

Pittston, Pennsylvania, October 13th, 1942. 
City Co~~cil of the City of Pittston: 

BE IT 

"That the surll of ~925.42 be transferred from the Sinking Fund, 1935 Bond and 
Interest Account, to the Sinking Fund, 1923 Bond and Interest Account. u 

11 That the sum of $1,154.$2, be transferred from the General Fund, to the 
Sinking Fund, 1923 Bond and Interest Account. 11 

"That the sum of ~40.00 be transferred from the Department of Public Safety, 
Communication Account, to the Department of Public Safety, Miscellaneous 
Or Other Account. 11 

11 That the sum of $75.00 be transferred from the Department of Streets and 
Public Improvements, Purchase of ~~ajor EQuiument Account, to the Department 
of Streets and Public Improvements, Gas & Oil Account." 

11That the sum of ~25.00 be transferred from the Department of Streets and 
Public Improvements, Major Equipment Account, to the Department of Streets 
and Public Improvements, Rental EQui"!)ment Account." 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Gall 
of members present, the above Resolution was adonted. 

RESOLUTION #3556. Pittston, Pennsylvania, October 13th, 1942. BE IT 
RESOLTh""D, by the Oity Oou.'llcil of tl;le Oity of Pittston: "That Major R. N. 
Myers, Director of Civilian Defense, for the Oity of Pittston, having r e
entered the service of the United States Armed Forces, be commended for the 
splendid and efficient manner in which he conducted the Office of Civilian 
Defense Director, during his tenure of office. The Hayor and Members of 
Oi ty Council wish to thank him for his tL;e and attention devoted to this 
office, which was strictly a volunteered service. II 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by 1'.'Ir. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Gall of members present, the above resolution was approved, and adopted. 

Hr. Grablick, Director of Accounts & Finance, in letter dated 
October 13th, 1942, recommended payment of the following bills: 

Airport Sand and Gravel Oo. August & Sept. 1942 
Bills. $321.25 

Bell Telephone Oo. 2 Months, to Oct. 16, 
1942. 

L. V. R. R. Go. 

Erie R. R. Go. 

Postage Stamos. 

Post Oe,r ds. 

Jos. W. Alaimo 

Hisc. Freight Bills. 

Misc. Freight Bills. 

Police, Hayor, Oity 
Olerk, Acct. & Finance. 

Tax Appeals. 

Mixer Rental. 

9S.22 

4 7.30 

3~·.10 

20.00 

35.00 

90.00 

Hrs. Marne Llewellyn 

D. F. Dull .. 

Judgment. 

Traffic Signals. 
Total 

750.00 

3.25 
$ 1,399.12 

On motion by Mr. Walsh, seconded by 1Ir. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote of members present, the above recommendations wereapproved of and 
ordered paid when sufficient funds are available. 

The following communication, dated October lOth, 1942, was re
J ceived from Joseph orBrien, Oity Fire Ohief: 

October lOth, 1942. 
Honorable 71ayor and :Members of Oi ty Council, 
Pittston, Penna. 

Gentlemen: 

I hereby tender my resignation as Fire Chief 
of the Oity of Pittston, effective Thursday, October 
1'5th, 1942. 

· This resignation is being ,,presented due to my 
appointment as Assistant Fire Ui1ief, at the U.S. 
Naval Sunply Denot, Hechanicsourg, Penna. 

(S) 
Respectfully, 
lL J . 0 r Brien • 

]1otion was made by }~r. Turon, seconded by Hr. Sheridan, and upon 
~ Roll Gall of members nresent, that the above com:nunication be received and 

filed, and that the following Resolution be spread unon the minutes of Oity 
Council, in acceptance by Council of the above resignation: 



1043. 

RESOLUTIOH #3557. Pittston, Pennsylvania, October 13th, 1942. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That Joseph OtBrien, 
City Fire Chief since the first l~onday in January of the year 1942~ having 
submitted his restrrnation effedtive Thursday, October 15th, 1942, in order 
to accept appointment, as Assistan-t Fire Chief at the U. S. Naval Supply 
Depot, ~~echanicsburg, Pa., be commended upon the excellent services rendered 
by him and the efficient manner in which he conducted the Fire De"?artments 
during his term of office. Also, that he carry with him the respect and 
best wishes of the Hayer and Hembers of City Council, for continued success 
in his chosen field." 

On motion by }\t!r. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Re sol uti on was ado·0ted. 

RESOLUTION #3h~~. Pittston, Pennsylvania, October 13th, 1942. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of 'Pittston: 11 That the Director 
of Public Safety, Hr. Frank Turon, be, and be is hereby authorized to appoin 
a temoorary Fire Chief, as well as an Assistant Fire Chief, if necessary, to 
fill whatever vacancies may be caused in the Fire Department, due to the 
resignation of the former Fire Shief, Mr. Joseph Q1Brien. 11 

On motion of Jl'rr. Grablick, seconded by l.h'. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

The following com!·mnica tion, dated October 9th, 1942, was received 
from City Solicitor, Carl J. Burke: 

John D. :McNulty, City Clerk, 
City Hall, Pittston, Penna. 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 
In reference to the resolution covering 

the }!iss :Marne Llewellyn claim, I recom'·!lend that this mat
ter be again brought before Oom1cil for the final approval 
of the bill. 

CJB: tm ( s )· 
Very truly yours, 
Carl J. Burke. 

On motion by :Mr. Grablick, seconded by Hr. Turon, and D:pon Roll 
Call of members present, the above communication was ordered received and 
filed. 

The following communication, dated October 13th, 1942, and reading 
as follows, was received from City Solicitor, Carl J. Burke: 

Mayor and City Council, 
City Hall, Pittston, Pa. 

Gentlemen: 
At the last meeting you referred to me for a written 

opinion, your action of prot:1ising an apuro·oriation to the Park 
Cormnission for the irnprovement of Gil1nartin Park, in the City 
of Pittston. 

The Act of 1931, P.1. 1086, Section 3707 authorizes 
the action taken by you at your ::-ecent meeting and it is my 
opinion that vre have fulfilled all the requisites of the statute. 

CJB:tm (8) 
Very truly yours, 
Carl J. Burke. 

On motion by J.,!r. Grablick, seconded by Ur. Walsh, and by unani
mous vote ot members present, the above communication Tias ordered received 
and filed. 

The Denartment of Internal Affairs, under date of October 9th, 
1942, reports that in the matter of nroceedings for increasing the bonded 
indebtedness of the City of Pittston, in the County of Luzerne, Commonwealth • 
of Pennsylvania, in the sum of One Hundred Thousand (*100,000.) Dollars, by 
virtue of Ordinance enacted October 3rd, 1942, application is ap:oroved by 
the Department of InternalAffairs, as of October 9th, 19!.!.2, and on the same 
day Ce;tificate of Approval ITo. 4421 issued to the said Hunicipality. 

On motinn by !rr. Gra1)lick, seconded by s,:r. Turon, anct :1pon 
Roll call of members present, above re·oort v.ras ordered received and filed. 
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There beirig no further business, motion was rmade by Mr. Grablick, 
seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll Call of members present, to adjourn 
until Saturday, October 17th, at 3:00 P. H. 

-"', ___ .... _.., --

- ... -

APPROVED 
~ctober 17th, 1942. 
YEAS l'TAYS 
* G 1 
* w 2 
Absent T 
* s 
* R 

JOHN D. McNULTY 
OITY CLERK 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVAHIA, OCTOB!T:R 17TH, 1942, AT 3! 00 P .~~. 

City Council re-convened in regular session, adjourned meeting 
of Tuesday, October 13th, 1942, today, Saturday, Octob.Br 17th, 1942, at 
3:00 P. M., with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding, and all members of Council 
present, exceptiri.g Mr. Turon who was absent. 

Minutes of meeting of October 13th, 1942, were read, and upon 
motion of r'.'Ir. Grablick, seconded by Hr. ~Jalsh, and on Roll Call of members 
present, were approved of as read and ordered filed . 

. RESOLUTIOlJ #3559. Pi1i1iston, Pennsylvania, October 17th, 1942. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That Frank 
Castner be, and is hereby appointed Acting Fire Chief, effective October 
16th, 1942, on the·same salary basis as that paid former Fire Chief Joseuh 
0' :Sri en, resigned. n -

On motion of rjir. Grablick, seconded by Nr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTIOlJ #3560. Pi tt·ston, Pennsylvania, October 17th, 1942. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: rtThat 
Clarence Sutter be, and is hereby apuointed, Acting Assistant Fire Chief, 
effective October 16th, 1942, on the same salary basis as paid present 
Assistant Fire Chiefs, to fill vacancy caused by :the au-oointment of Assist
ant Fire Chief Frank Castner as Acting Fire Chief. 11 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded b·- 1!r. T~alsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESGLUTION 1fo3~ Pittston, Pennsylvania, October 17th, 1942. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Oi ty Council of the City of Pittston: HThat the 
City·cpuncil shall sit as the Board of Revision of Taxes and Appeals on 
November 16th, 17th, and v~ah, 1942, between the hours of 7:00 o'clock 
and 10:00 o 1 clock, P.M., at the City Assessor's Office, City Hall, Broad 
Street, Pittston, Pennsylvania, to hear and determine all appeals by tax
:!)ayers of the City of Pittston, Pennsylvania, from assessments made by the 
City Assessors for the 1942 Triennial and yearly assessments, and the City 
Assessors shall give all persons to be given a he~ring, at least five (5) 
days written notice of the time and -place fixed herein for hearing on said 
appeals. It 

On motion of Mr. '.::alsh, seconded by Hr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was approved and adopted. 

-RESOLUTIOn #3562. Pittston, Pennsylvania, Octo"ber 17th, 1942. 
BE IT .RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That, in 
conformity with rules and regulations of the Office of Civilian Defense, 
wherein a Property Officer shall be appointed befoTe certain supplies and 
materials, allocated to the City of Pittston, can be fuxnished, said officer 
to be bonded in the sum of Five Thousand (9t5,000.00) Dollars, premium to be 
paid by the City of Pittston, John D. Mcl'Tulty, is hereby appointed Property 
Officer, and bonded as uer rules and regulations of the Office of Civilian 
Defense." 

On motion by Mr. Grabl ick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTIOH #3563. Pittston, Pennsylvania, October 17th, 1942. 
BE IT R::?Rnr.vED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: HThat the 
proposal. submitted by ,Roy Stauffer, dated August 25th, 1942, to furnish and 
deliver to the City of Pittston, Chevrolet 1942 Six-Cylinder, Standard 
Station Wagon, for the sum of Twelve Hundred Seventy-five (~1275.00) Dollar 
be rejected, and Certified check in the amount of Seventy-five ($75-00) 
Dollars accompany said proposal, returned with thanks since said Roy Stauf
fer has been unable to deliver said Station Wagon in accordc:mce with speci
fications. u 
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· On motion of Mr. Grablick> seconded by vr.r. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution wa,s adopted. 

RESOLUTION #3564. Pittston, Pennsylvania, October 17th, 19~-2. 
BE IT RESO~VED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That proposal 
submitted by Alaimo and Son, 11-13 Tompkins Street, Pittston, Pennsylvania, 

. to rent to the City of Pittston, Pennsylvania, One (1) Koehring Mixer, at 
the rate of Thirty ($30.00) Dollars per Beek for a minimum of three (3) 
weeks or longer, and that the City of. Pittston be permitted to purchase said 
Mixer within Sixty (60) days from date of October 13th, 194·2, at :!Jurchase 
price of Six Hundred (~600.00) Dollars, less rentals ·oaid l.'Iithin sixty (60) 
daroptional period, be accepted and agreement properly executed.n 

On motion of Mr. Grablick; seconded by Hr. Walsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION #3565. Pittston, Pennsylvania, October 17th, 1942. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That due to 
clerical error in copying 1942 School Tax Duplicate, additional assessment 
of $20,93 6. 00 on property of Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 79-81 
North Main Street, Seventh Ward, City of Pittston, be cancelled to conform 
with Resolution #3527, adopted by City Council June 13th, 1942, copy of 
which was forwarded Attorney Frank :M. Fle,nagan, So].ici tor for Pittston City 
School Board. n 

On motion of Mr. ·Grablick, seconded by nr. l".'alsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members :present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION #3566. Pittston, Pennsylvania, Octo1)er 17t.h, 1942. 
BE IT RESOLV'lD, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That due 
to clerical error in copying 191.~2 School Tax Duplicate, additional assess
ment of $12,523.00 on property of Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 47 
North Main Street, Seventh Ward, City of Pittston, be cancelled to conform 
with Re$olution f/=3~2S adopted by City Council, June 13th, 1942, copy of 
which v1as forY:arded Attorney Frank M. Flanagan, Solicitor for Pittston City 
School Board." 

:...._; On motion of M.r. Grabliclc, seconded by Hr. 1,7alsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution l"!as adopted. 

RESOLUTION #356L.. Pittston, Pennsylvania, October 17th, 1942. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That the 
City Sdlicitor, Carl J. Burke, be and is hereby authorized, to engage ad
ditional counsel to assist in representing the City in Police trials, list
ed for December, 19~-2 Term of Court, at a fee, not to exceed ;ltl,OOO.OO, for 
all cases involved b~fore both Lower and Upper Courts. 11 

C"n motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Hr. vralsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members -oresent, the a~Jove Resolution was adopted. 

The following communication was received and read: . 

Mr. John Dobbie, City Assessor, 
.City Hall, Pittston, Penna. 

Dear Hr. Dobbie: 

Scranton, Pa. 
September 29, 1942. 

The Blackman Estate have 2€3/100 of an ac:re of coal situated in 
the second ward of the City of Pittston, assessed at ~S4.00, on 
which we have been receiving tax notices since 1933. Before 
that time the Lehigh Valley Coal Company paid the taxes. 

This particular piece of land is of no value to us and, I under
stand, will never be mined - it is absolutely worthless. Under 
these circum£Jtances, wil~ you be kind enough to remove this 
parcel from your assessment. 

I am writing this same letter to the County Af!Asessors. 
Thank you very much for accomi)li shing this for us .. 

Sincerely yours, 
(S) John H. Blackman, Executor 

JHB:R Estate of John Hughes 3lackman. 
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Motion was made by Mr .. V/alsh, seconded by I'tr. Sheridan, and upon 

Roll Call of members nresent, that lir. Blackman be notified that land re
ferred to, be conveyed to City before it can be removed from assessment 
books. 

The following communication was received and read: 

August 13th, 1942. 
John D. HcHul ty, City Clerk, 
City Hall, Pittston, Fa. 

In re: Patrolman Dominick Muzzul)aupa 
Dear Sir: 

Herewith is a file on the above captioned 
matter, together with a copy of the Act of April 21, 
1942. 

It is my opinion that if Patrolman M:uzzupappa 
can supyort his petition that his parents are dependent 
upon him, the City, under the law, must uay one-half 
of his sala.ry to his parents. 

It is suggested, hoTieve:e, that an investiga
tion be made to determine this denendency before pay
ment is made. 

CJB:tm 
Enclosures. 

Very truly yours, 

(S) Carl J. Burke 

On motion by Mr. Gr<?.,'-)lick, seconded by Hr. Walsh, and upon Roll 
Call of ·;~'!embers present, the above communication \"la,s ordered received and 
filed. 

The follovJing communication was received and read: 

September 29, 10~2. 
Mayor and Members of City Council, 
Pittston, Pa. 

In re: Mary M:enik 
vs: City of Pittston 

Gentlemen: 

Herewith is a letter from City Engineer 
Halsey and Attorney Joh.n R. Rean in the above cap
tioned matter. 

In· view of the serious damage and the 
attached letter of En?ineer Halsey, it is reco~ 
mendec1 to Council that this claim be settled for 
the sum of Three Hundred Fifty (-~350.00) Dollars. 

CJB:tm 
Enclosures. 

Very truly yours, 

Carl J. Burke, 
City Solicitor 

On motj_on by Mr. Grablick, seconded by l.fr. V!alsh, and upon 
Roll Call of members -p=r-esent, recommendations of City Solicitor. Burke, 
were an·1roved, and amount of claim ordered paid. 

____ There being no other business, on motion of 1'b:'. Sheridan, sec
onde~- J:;~Falsh, _and upon Roll Call of members present, meetint:: adjourned. 

/ .- . -

--~ -_ .... ___ ..... 

- ~ -' ~- ---;:_ v--:---. 
APPROVED 

October 29th, 
YEAS 

* 
* 
* 

G 
w 
T 
s 

* R 
____s!OliN D. HcNULTY ~ 

CITY CLERK 

. ,. 
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PITTSTON, PEITI~SYLVAHIA, OCTOB:!;R 29TH, 1942, AT 2:00 P. H. 

Pittston City Council met in Snecial Session, Thursday, October 
2gth, 1942, at 2:00P.M., Baver of notice bein~ waived bv all nresent. On 
Roll Ca}l, the following members answered :oresent: liessrs. Grablick, 
Ualsh, Turon, Sheridan, and ::ayor Reilly. 

Hinutes of re-convened re~~ular session of October 17th, 19)+2, 
uere read, and u0on motion by !.~r. Grnolick, seconded by ~<r. Walsh, and by 
unanimous vote of members present, were approved of as re<:td <:md ordered 
filed. 

RESOLUTION NO. 31=)68. Pittston, Pennsylvania, Octo~)er 29th, 1942. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: II That it uill be 
necessary to extend the :oosi tions of the Snecial Police 0ffi cers and Po
lice Clerks on the force for an a:Jdi tional Ten (10) Days, from October 1gth, 
1942. 11 

On 'notion of Hr. Sheridan, seconded by rrr. rruron, ar...d U1)on Roll 
Call of r:embers nresent, the a~)OVe 'Resolution W8.S adopted. 

R!i::SOLtTTION IT~~ Pittston, Pennsylvania, C'cto 1;er 29th, 191.~2. BE IT 
R'E:SOLY;~D, 'by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That the following 
Transfers be made: 

:~5, 000.00 fro~(\ T·'isce llaneous Acconnts, Acco'mts Payable, 
Street Denartment. 

to 17Eu:.·es of Laborers. 

!!l;2, 55S.l6 from I5iscellaneous Accounts, Scranton :rt:lectric Oo··r'l-oany, to rrages 
of Laborers, Street Denartment. 

dl;l,500.00 from 1'iscellaneous Accounts, '17. P. A. Project, Haterial and 
Sup·0lie s, to '\7ages of LaiJorers, Street :Jepe,rtmen t. 

11;1,500.00 from Hiscellaneous Accounts, \'1. P. A. ·:Jro~ect, Naterial and 
Supplies, to , :ages, Street Cleaning, . Street Del)artmen t. 

<lt500. 00 from ; ·ain tenance of Fire f'ouEe, Dc=:-:oartmen t of Public Safety, to 
1'Jag·es, Street Cleaning, Strset Department. 

~300.00 from ~~terial and Suuolies, Depa~tment of Public Safety, to Tiages, 
Ash Collection, Street Department. 

~700.00 from EquiDment, Department of Public Safety, to ,,_rager, Ash Col
lection, Street Department. 11 

On motion of JA:X. 1'Jalsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote of n1embers ~1resent, the above Resolution T':'as adopted. 

RESOLUTION HO. 3570. Pittston, Pennsylve,nia, Octo~Jer 29th, 19L~2. BE IT 
:z:E:SOLV'ED, iJy the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will be 
necessary to extend the ·oosi t; ons of the S-oecia,l no lice Officers and 
'-'o lice CJ.erks on the Force fnr a.n a de: i tional 'T'en ( 10) Days, from rctober 
215, 19l~2. 11 

On motinn of Tir. Turon, seconded by 2!r. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call o:"' ,,oe:'!~)ers m·esent, the a·)ove PI? solution was ac3.opted. 

RES!:LUTIOH ITO. 31=i71. Pittston, Pennsylvania, October 29th, J91J.2. ~J;: IT 
HESOLv~D, by the City Counc-il of the City of_Dittston: IITJ:1..at ':'e1e-c1h"'l'1e, 
at the home of forr1er 'li'ire Chief <-Tnseph (1 1 -:Jrien, 173 Broac'l Street, listecl. 
under the number 1 S 3 1, be transferred to the home of :!)resent Fire Chief 
Frank Castner, 149 '9utler Street, City." 

On motion of irr. 1':"alsh, seconded 1Jy i''7r. Sheridan, and u:0on Roll 
Call of members present, the above P8 solution r:ras adopted. 

I 



lOLJ.;J. 

HESOLUTION NO. 31=572. Pitt.: ton, Pennsyl vanta, October 29th, 19L~2. BE IT 
RESOLilED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: "That Fire Alarm 
Eouse Bell, be extended to the home of newly appointed Ass is tan t Fire 
Chief, ClaJ'ence Sutter. u 

On motion of Mr. lJalsh, seconded by 1-.Tr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote of members present, the a oove Resolution v:ras adopted, 

RESOLUTION NO. 3573~ Pitt2ton, Pennsylvania, October 29th, 1942. BE IT 
RESC~LVi:D, by the City Council of the City of Pittston! uThat Paul Fearick, 
being the only a;7olicant to take the recent Civil Service examination for 
the uosition of Fire Truck Driver, and having nassed said examination wtth 
a mark of 95%, is hereby appointed to the position of Extra Fire Truck 
Driver, at the rate of ~~18CO.OO per annum, effective November lst, 19lL2. 
This aDpointment oeing made to fill existin?' iJacancy. 11 

On motion of !·r.r. V!alsh, seconded by I~r. Turon, and u~}on Roll 
Call of members :0resent, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RTGSOLUTIOH HO. 3574. Pitts ton, Pennsylvania, October 29th, 19L~2. BE IT 
RJ£SOLV'~D, by the City Council of the 0ity of Pittston: 11 Tbat the City 
Solicitor, be, and is hereby instructed to satisfy nroperty liens, when, 
and as directed by the City Treasur~r. 11 

On motion of Er. Sheridan, seconded by J::r. 1~'alsh, and by unani
mous vote of members present, the a~)ove Resolution Pas adopted. 

Director of Accounts and Finance, ]:!r. Grablick, in letter dated 
October 2qth, addressed to the Honoraole Mayor and Hembers of City Council, 
recommends pavment of the following bills: 

Michael 'Sone 

John R. Rean, Attorney. 

Delivery of Bonds to 
N evr York City. 

E. A. Wright 'Sank !Tote Co. 

Townsend, Elliott & Munson. 

i~derican Surety 00., 
Ce.rl J. Burke.· 

Thomas Hood. 

Trucks, Insnection~ 

Benny and I'1ary Penile. 

Printing of Bonds. 

Professional Services, 
Preparation of 1942 Bond 
Issue. 
Property Officer Bond. 
Satisfaction of Liens, 
Prothonotary's Office. 

Semi-Annual Cbeck-up and 
Repairs to FireAlarm 
System. 

~ 6.00 

350.00 

~0.00 

74.45 

303.g6 
5.00 

1.20 

On rr10tion of .Mr. V!alsh, seconded by :Mr. Sheridan, and uoon Roll 
Call of 1::1embers Dresent, the above recommendations 17ere c:vToroved of as read. 

The followinR: communicatton, dated October 26th, 1942, ,,.,as re
ceived from the League·-of Oi ties of the Third Ola'ss in Pennsyl va,n:i.a: 

Hr. John D. Mcl\'ulty, 
City Clerk, 
n· tt t '- P 1 · ~1 s on, . ennsy van1a. 

~~Y dear ~rr. HclTul ty: 
- I thank you for y0P.r letter of C ctoher 

23 rererdin? 1Q~2 dues, and had honed that Pittston would 
~ake the navment this vear as before~ It Tiould leave only 
the two cities of Car~)onc1<:;"le and Altoona not affiliated mith 
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the League. Carbondale never has been affiliated and the 
present Altoona administration is so wranned u~ in the Con
ference of !·1ayors that their I~ayor cannot- see his V!ay clear to 
join with the League. 

In t.his connection I might draw your a +.tent ion to Act r:ro. 
109, ?anphlet La~'rs 1941, page 235, by which you are authorized 
to aL1end your budget 2t anv t:i.:ne to provif'l.e for items which 
have been over looked-or which have newly arisen. 

I am, 

VIEG:fl t (S) 
Very sincerely yours, 
VJ. E. Greenwood, Pres. 

On ''notion of ?~r. Grablick, seconded :Jy :r~r. Sheridan, and upon 
Roll Call of members :?resent, this corr:u..nication Vlas ordered received and 
filed, since no ')roYis:ton ha.d been mac'i e in the l?~-2 Bud2:et to cover these 
dues. 

The following con1munication \':'as received from the Fidelity and 
Casualty Comnany of Hew York, through its local aq-;ents, Kehoe and !fcNamara: 

Kehoe and "ccFamara 
Dime Bank Building, 

Pittston, Penna. 

Gentlemen: 

Philadelphia, Pa., Oct. 24, 1942. 

In or,ler to avoid any misunderstandi.ng which may arise, 
we deem it an obligation to inform our policyholders that Boiler 
and ?Iachinery Policies do ncrt and will not provide any war· damEtq;e 
nrotection. -
.. As you know the r:ar Damage Corporation has been formed 
to provide instrrance against physical loss or damage to nro~erty 
resultinq' from enemy attack including any action taken by the 
military, naval or air forces of the United States in resisting 
enemy attack. 

It is our desire to eliminate the ~ossibility of 
conflict wi tll insurance urovi ded by the War Dama,ge Cor nora tion, 
and at the same time clarify the intent of the coverage '!')ro
vided by Boiler and ?:rachinery :Oolicies. The enclosed Endorse
r:1ent 1)efl.ring For:n I1To. lt:'iS has been pre•)ared ~n duplicate to 
form a uart of the Boiler or Ha,chinery Policy appearing below. 

·· 'Will you :olease request your client to sign one co~y 
of the enclosed Endorsement and return sax1e to you for deli very 
to the undersigned? 

Your-:orompt co-operatinn will be ar::rpreciated. 

Assured 
City of Pittston 
Kehoe-Berge Coal Co., et al 

Yours truly, 
( S) J. A. Berry, 

Resident Hanager. 

Policv Ho. 
HB-f.Jl416 
~1B-b5~32 

On 'TI0ti"n 0f ~~r. Sheridan, sec0nded by Vr. Grablick, and upon 
Roll_ Call nf men~bers present, the City Clerk was :i.nstru.cted to conr0lv 
~ith +he above request by executing the enclosed endorsement referred to, 
therein. 

The following communication, dated Octo1)er 27th, 1942, was re
ceived from John H. Blackman, Jr.: 

Ur. John U. Dobbie, 
City Assessor, 
City Hall, Pittston, Penna. 

Dear I~r. Dobbie: 
Thank you very much for your letter of 
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r· 
' I 
! 
i . 
'-----' 

October 23rd. I cannot understand why the City Council 
would want this "Particular parcel of land conveyed to 
the City of Pittston if it has no value. 

I have no o"bjection to making the change, 
but just how 1'7ould I go about accoE'lplishing this. 

Sincerely yours, 

JHB:R (S) John H. Blackman. 
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On motion of r:fr. Falsh, seconded by Hr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
·vote of members 1Jresent, the above communication Tias refe:rred to the atten
tion of the City Solicitor, as well as the Chief City Assessor. 

The following communica,tion, dated October 26th, 1911-2, has been 
received from Frank A. Earley, Secretary of the Oi vil SerYice Board: 

Honoro.ble T·Tayor and 
Members of City Council, 
Pittston, Penna. 

Gentlemen: 

This is to certify that Paul Feaxick 
has successfully passed the Ciyil Service E:;.-amination 
for the uosition of Fire Truck Driver at the mark of 
95%- -

Reso)ectfully submitted, 

(S) Francis A. Earley, 
Se crete,ry, 
Civil Service Boaxd. 

On motion of Hr. Turon, seconded by lh'. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of membe1·s present, the a,bove co:::munica tion was orc1ered received and 
filed,. 

There being no further business, motion was made by ]Ir. Sheridan, 
seconded by Hr. Turon, and upon Roll Call of members ryresent, to adjourn. 

·,_ / -
. .. : -

- ~ __ __,. - ' ;-~~: 

ATTJJ;. T: l~dv -,i15-er lOth, 1942. 

cflZ~· 

------~A~PP~ROm~=~~~~D~~-
TIToyem.l:>er lOth, 1942 
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PITTSTOH, PEIJFSYLVANIA, HOVEHBER lOTH, 19t~2 AT 8:15 P. ~.r. 

Pittston City Co unci 1 convened in regular seE; sion Tuesday, Hovem
ber lOth, 19'-L?, at 5: 15 ::>. r~., ni th I·ra:•or John J. 'Rei 1ly nresi ding, and all 
members of Council !)resent. 

Hinutes of f3!)ecial Session of '1\'hursday, October 29th, 191J.2, ~"ere 
read, and upon motion of ~~.I'. V.falsh, seconded by ~·r. Turo·'l, a~J.d by unaniaous 
vote of members p·cesent, aynroved of as read and ordered filed. 

riayor Reilly "!)resented renor t for the month of 0cto be:.r-, 19 1 ~2, of 
Meter Collections, reading as follons: 

November 2nd, 1942. 

Eonora,ble :;e:··:'bers of the Oi ty Cot1rt.cil, 
Pi ttsto~1, ?ennsyl vania. 

Gen tletnen: 
I hereby su!)T'li. t a report of the lieter 

Collections received. by this Depa:.r-tment for the 
month of October, 1942: 

October 1, 19LL2-0 ctoher 31, 19!12 Parktng rfeter Fees ~3S2. 05 

JJR: fmk 
Resryectfully su~1itted, 

(S)John J. Reilly, Hayor 

0n motion of :~r. ~·.re.lsh, secr..-~lded by l:~r. ·-:rc:tblick, an.d uuon Roll 
Call of members present, the P,::'lO''e renort Tia~s a~:nroved of as read and 
or de red filed. 

City Treasurer, ~L ? . Ruane submitted reuort dated 0ctober 31st, 
1942, on condition of receipts and disbursements of his office for the 
month of October 1942, reading as follows! 

Cash on Hand, October 1st, 1942 •••••.••••...•.•••.•• ~~ 50,272.13 
Receipts during the month including 1942 

Funding and Improvement Bond Receipts 
in the amount of $100,910.94 •....••• " .................. 122 1 255.38 

Total SS172, 527.51 

By Cash to ;·.rarrants Paid •....••.....•....... ~ ••.•.••. ~ 30,g69.93 
Cash on Hand October 31st, 191.~2 •.......•.•.......•.•• ll.a,657.58 

Cash on Hand October 31st, 1942 
credited to the folloYJing funds: 

Total ~172,527.51 

General Fund ...•................... - ................. ~s 3 7, 171.41 
Bond and Interest, 1923 Account~····················· 1,986.40 
Bond and Interest, 1935 Account ...............••• ~··· 71'14.74 
Bond and Interest, 193S Accoll!-:lt ...................... -.. 80~-.09 . !. 1942 Funding and Improvement Bonds AccoUJ.J.t ......•...• 100, 10. !-

Total· · ~~1 U. 57. 5~.3 
Respectfully submitted, 

( S) H. P. Ruane, City Tr ea.surer. 

Cn r:1otion of Vr. Gra'blic,:, seconded by Hr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote of members nresent, the a'Jove renort Tias ordered received and filed. 

T~. ,~. P. Ruane, City Treasurer, in renort dnted ncto~er 31st, 
1942, renorted ~ity License issued by his of~ice dur~ng the month of October 
in the ax:ount of <~~;i01.50 . 

. ......,..,. rn motion nf Pr. Turon, secnnde( by ·r. Sher:1.c'lan, and u-oon Roll 
Call of T':e:~~bers n:resent, the aoove report ryac aDnroved of and ordered filed. 

Hr. Thor.aas 1rel'lcomb, Sectler of ~'eif?.'hts and ~Teasures submitted the 
following report dated ~!ovember 2nd, 1942: · 



The Honorc.hle T'ayor cU'Id city Council, 
Oity of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentle1'11en: 
The followip_g is my re"l)ort for the month of 

Octobel' 1942: 

~7agon Scales 
Counter Scales 
Oil Pll1:1':)S 
Gas o l:i. ne PU''•1!JS 
Beam Scales 

Corrected 
and 

Sealed 
Adjusted 

1 
15 

2 
5 
2 

( s) 

4 

Resnectfully submitted, 
Thomas !Tevrcomb 
Sealer of ,.7 eiR"hts & !·!easures. 
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On motinn of rrr. '\7alsh, seconded by ~ir. Turon, a>nd U')On Roll Call 
of members precent, the above report T':'EtS ordered received and filed. 

!'r. Thoma>s Newcomb, Health Officer, submitted the follo1"7ing renort 
dated }Tovember 2nd, 1942: 

The Honorable T·~ayor and City Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 
The following; is my re'lort for the month of 

October, 1942: -

1~'a.rni.,,.o~ sig-ns posted O"'n Dumnine:) 2 
Health GerttficB;tes iss1..ied and filed 25 
Visits to Eating Rouses !',~ Restaurants(each) 4 
Weekly n.e:9nrt sent to the :Tedical Director. 
?Ionthly Re•)ort sent to the JTedical Dtrector. 

Respectfully sub!:li tted, 

( S) Thomas :newcomb, 
Health Off:l_ cer. 

On r-10tion of ~'.r. Sheridan, seconded by ~'Tr. Halsh, and upon Roll 
c Call of members 1Jl'eE:ent, the above report was ordered received and filed. 

:ftE::>OLUTION :ff:3S7r=J. Pittston, Pennsylvania, Hovem~)er lOth, 1942. BE IT 
RH.:SOL"'TED, by the City Council of the City of 'Dittston: 11 That it will be 
necessary to e1:tend the nosi tions of the S'•ectal 'Police Officers and 
Police Cler!m on the Ti'orce, for an additional Ten (10' Days, fror: 
Nover-1'ber 7th, 1942. 11 

r:n motion of I''r. Sheridan, seconded "by Fr. Turon, lJnd u1•on Roll 
Call of '":1emoers !)rer· ent, the above Resolution v.ras adopted. 

RESOLUTIQr.J ;//:3r=J76. Pittston, Pennsylvania, November 10, 191~2. '-JE IT RE
SOLVED, oy the City Council of t.he City of Pittston: 11 That the City 
Council shall sit as the 13oard of Revision of Taxes and An~eals, on 
Eovember 23rd, 24th, and 25th, between the hours of 7:00 P. I!. and 
10:00 P. Jr!., tnsteac1 of November l!;th, 17th, and lrsth, 19112, as ·orovided for 
in previous Resolution No. !561. 11 

On motion of !~r. Sher5.dan, seconded by J.,rr. V!alsh, and by l.mani
mous vote of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 



RESOLTJTIOI>i #?r;77. Pittston, Pennsylvania, lJovember lOth, 19ll2. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

11 That the sur'l of ~600.00 be transferred from the Department of Public 
Affairs' Bureau of Health & r:eights anc. ITeasures' Item, If Others If) to 
the Department of Public Affairs, Police De:Jartment, Item, Hrfages of 
Suecial 0ffi cers". 
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11 That the sum of ~300.00 be transferTed froi!l the Department of Streets 
and Public Improverr.ents, Item "Purchase of Hajor Equi"9n:entn, to the 
Department of Streets and Public Improvements, Item 11 Rental of Equi~Jment". 

On r1otion of ?Tr. Sheridan, seconded by "~r. Turon, and u'l)on 
Ro 11 Cal 1 of members present, the a)Jove Resolution was adonted. 

RF;SOLUTIGlT #3578. Pittston, 'Pennsylvania, ~Tovember lOth, 19h2. 3E IT 
TIESOLVED, by the Ci.ty Counci:J_ of the City of Pitts"~on: IIThat the fol
lowing transfers be n.ade~ 
~1 ,400.00 from the 1923 Bond ancl Interest Account, Sinking Fund, to the 
1935 Bond and Interest Account, Sinlci_ng Fuhd. .Ar 
~T~O .00 from the 1935 "ond and Interest ·Accou.,_t, Sinkin2: Fund, the the 
193tl Bond and Interest Accou~-1t, Si_-,,,~;_ng Fund. 1\ 
~2,061).91 from the General Fund, to the 1938 Pond and Interest .t~.ccount, 
Sinking Fund." 

On motion of Hr. Grablj_ck, seconded by Hr. 'Walsh, and upon 
Roll Call of '~~~embers :present, the above Res0lution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION #3579. Pittston, Pennsvlvania, rrovember lOth, 1942. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 
11 That the swn. of <¥~800.00 be transferred from the De':)artment of 
Public Affairs, Item "Gas-0i 1-Repairs, etc. 11 , to the Dept. of 
Streets and Public Improver!lents, Item 11 Gas & 0il". 

11 That the sum of ~1200.00 l1e transferred from the Dena:rtment 
of Streets and Public Imurovenents, Item 11 Street LightingH 
to the cle:partment- of Streets and :Oubl ic !r"proven'ents, Item 
lll~aterial and Su"!JpJ;_esu. 

II That the SU1'1 of ~110. 00 oe transferred fron the De!)Etrtr!1en t 
of Public Affairs, Item 11 0ffice Supnlies 0ffice of ~~ayorll 
to the Del')artment of Streets and Pu'Jlic I;·.1provements, IteEl 
rr ?"ain tenance and Repairs II. 

II That the sm;l of :1~50. 00 be transferred fron the Del')artment of 
Accounts & Finance, Item 11 Oor·mn.mication Accoun t 11 to the De
nartment of Accounts and Ftnanc·e, Item 11 Advertisin&.: and 

J Printing Reports 11 • · 

ffThat the sut·~ of ~''400.00 be transferred fron: the Depa:rtment of 
Streets and Public Inrorovements, I teu II Street Lighting 11 to the 
Department of Publtc Safety, ItePl 11 1.faterial and Su:p,Jlies 11 • 

On :':otion of Hr. S:i1eridan, seconded by H1·. r!ra.blick, and upon 
Roll Call of r1en1bcrs present, the above Resolution i7c"1.S adopted. 

Director of Accol,'llts & Finance, Sylvester C. GTa~Jlick, in letter 
dated November lOth, J oL'2, addres:: ed to the Honorable ''·ayor anci. : :enhers of 
City Council, reco;"mended ~oay1~1ent of the fol1ov.:ins· 'bills: 

Firemen'S Relief Fund. 
Allan, t.Tobn A. 
Anerican La-France Foami te 
:Sarber ':otor Car Oomoany 
Barritt, ,,:alter S. 
Butera Au to Body ~-:orks. 
Borr (''! Casey 
Bone, ~ fi 1.r:e 
Churchfield, \T. E. 
Clarkson Chern5. cal CoF:.~oany 

Consumer's Gas f= r'il Co. 

(Foreign Fire Insurance) 
Compensation t= Lia.bili ty 

Corn.Su:yplies 
Parts, etc. 
Glasses, (meters) 
Repairs, etc. 
Supplies 
True~ Ins~ection 
Reuairs 
Supplies 
Gp.s f'. 0il 

~ 2,279.34 
qoEl.79 
362.17 

125.61 
22.50 
1~-. 75 

2.00 
6.00 
l.f=)O 

3 2 .90' 
580.27 

( Crmt:i.nued 1 
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ConSU"'18r 's Ice Co. 
Coal-0-Hatic Stoker Co. 
Duro-Test Cor·o. 

ice 
ReDairs. 
Pulbs 

!It 53.50 

Ee.g en HcH d \"Tare Co • 
Egan Oil & Supply Co. 
Evans, 1'!esley H. 
Glen Surnmi t Springs 'IJa ter Co. 
Gamon, Thon!as Jr. 
Huber }Tanufacturing Co. 
Hunt, Harry C. 
Klein Auto Parts Co. 
Kentucky Rock Asnhalt Co. 
Kleinrock 1 s 
LaBarre's Stationery Store 
Ludwig's EardTie,re 
Luzer~e Legal Re~ister 
Hitchell, P. F. 
l!eV!COhlb 3ros a 

!Tej_di ch Process 
Pittston Printing Co. 
Peck & Evans 
Pittston Oil Co. 
Powers, A. S. 
Scranton Spring Br. Water Serv. 
Scranton :I:lectric Co. 
Scranton Electric Co. 
Stauffer, Roy 
Sam"~1o·o, n. A. 
Scranton Sunnly & rfacb. Co. 
S~niles, Allan \iJ. 
Weinberger, Gus 
1'!t J J.. tams naper Co. 
Bilkes-~arre nublishing Co. 
Yeosick, :richa.el A. 
Alaimo !Jo Son 

~.Ie. ter ials, etc. 
Gas & Oil~ 

-Hisc. Parts. 
17ater 
Reflecting Symbol 
Repairs 
8UJT0lies 
iiisc. Parts, etc. 
Asnhalt 
Stenciling Raincoats 
S1.rmlies 
Su;}~lies 
Bids, Su."iJscr:i.ption 
Oeruen t, etc. 
Coal 
Ty~eBriter Ribbons 
Patrolmen's Re~orts 
Su:1pl i es 
Gas 8: 'Jil 
Su')'11 ies 
Hydrants, etc. 
Light, (Buildings~ 
Street Li.cr:rting 
"!isc. Parts, etc. 
Insurance 
(1) Si;:r"nal Cn;··1.'1llete 
Keys. 
Renairs 
Supplj_es 
Ad vertisjns 
Fi 1 :i_ nf", Trans cr i 1yj_ nP: 
Rental of '·rt7er -

Total 

2S.OO 
43.47 
61.47 

166.50 
130.75 

23.00 
10~54 
+5·gg 
27.~1=i 
cqiA o3 

3,144.00 
6.50 

3L~ .30 
1=;2.70 
(:, ~-2 .l=iO 

92~.36 
60.65 
10.00 
35.00 

7.03 
170.15 

1)0.23 
3c;o. 63 

78.73 
2,012.()0 

13.12 
4.13 

31.7S 
.36 

3.30 
7.75 

112.20 
6.r;n 

I' . 
oC.OO 

12,076.~=:5 

Respectfully Pub•·r.i tted, 
( S' Sylvester c~ G:re.'l)li ck. 

On lr-totion of Yr. ~Jalsh, seconded by ;.;r. Turon,. and by Pnanirr.ous 
vote of me·nbers present, the above l::>ills Tiere a.nnroved of aP..d ordered l')aid 
when suff4.cient fu.nds are aYc::tila1Jle. 

-

The fol1owing letter, ·dated JTo,rember 7th, 1942, v.ras received from 
-the Executive (ffice of the President, Of~ice for Emer~ency ~ana~ement, 
573 Broad Street·Station Ertilding, Philadel~hia, Pa.: -

r.!r. John D. ;;c~·~ulty, City Clerk 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Re: 1)ar Price 8: Rationin2: ':locrd -!{:40 
Dear Sir: 

We have a req~1est from the Local Ra tion-1 r:.P:' Board 
to nrenare a le2.se for a C')ortior~. of 01d City Hall, Via ter 
Street-, ni ttston, Pa., to be used. by this Rc-~tioning Board 
at a rental of ;D;6o.oo 'ler r:1onth. 

\'!e presume that the building is mmed by the O:i. ty 
of Pittston, but iJefore :pre-oarin[{ the lease vre should lil<:e to 
knovr just how the title is registered; also Tiill you let us 
know the names of the 1Jersons 1'Thc i'Till execute the leese. 

~ill you also nlease inform us as to the exPct 
nu~be~s of these roo~s, or the exact location of them in the 
building? 

YotiT uro~~t attention to this mat~er ~ill be greatly 
au-ryreciated. 

Very truly yours, 
R. 0. Butts, ~e?ional '~n~~er 

By: (S)E. J. ~eber - -
Acting ~egional Sefvice ruerations Officer 
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On motion by Hr. Graol ick, seconded by Hr. 1.'.ra"lsh, and uuon Roll 
Call of members present, the above letter Tias referred to the City Solicitor. 

"? 1 

The followine; letter, dated Fovernber ·6th, 1942, was received 
from the Lehigh Valley :Railroad Company, Wilkes- Barre, Pennsylvania! 

~tr. Thomas J. Halsey, 
Oi ty Engineer, · 
City of Pittston, Pa" 

Dear Sir: 
Referrin:~· to yours of SeT.>tember· 28th 

relative to the extension of server line on 
Brandenburg Lane to a point near Cornelia Street, 
Pittston, Pa., Tie are enclosing three copies of 
preliminary agreement form to cover the proposed 
construction on our pro!:)erty and under the two 
tracks of the Pittston Tovrn Tre"ck at HP 1~4J~4. 

Please return all ~~hree forr::s 
nroperl:r e:;recutec 'lv tr1e Oi ty officials along with 
check for ~·3~-. 00 to cover fee for "Y)re-oar2, tion of asreement and 
annual rental of :¥:·21~ .• 00. TTr>on a"'1;Jroval ';y 0ur coF~:nany, this 
form wi 11 be returned to you"'and ,.'Jill serve as a;=="reeme'!lt until 
regular ·form of azreeillent has been prelJared and executed. 

't'JAH-13 
F. S. Hitten 
Suuer:intendent 

rn motion of lT. Sheridan, seconde~3 ·by 1'r. Turon, and iJy l1Xle,nimous 
vote of members Dresen t, the prel imi:nary c::t::rree·,~en t form refeTred to ·in the 
~bove letter was accepted, and the proper officers authorized to execute 
said agreement. 

Petition dated Hovem:Jer 6th, 1g42, to install Street Lamu at, or 
near, 167 Forth ···ain Street, wa,s presented by ~ rr. Jose""'h A'Jate, lE'lo north 
l!ain Street, City, containing the signature of tv.ren ty- tvro persons. 

Cn motion C·f yr.r. 1.'7alsh, secr:m.ded bjr ?~r. G1·ablick, and TJOn Boll 
Call of ·:e;-Jbers nresent, the a ;ove petition r:ras referred to the Sunerinten
den t of Streets,· as '!7ell as the Oi ty Enr-:ineer, for a;oproval of nro~oer lo
cation aJ1rJ. erectinn of said Street LamT). 

~,he fo llovJ :i.ng letter, dated T"'ove~beJ' 1lt;h, 1942, TIBJ3 received frrn::'l 
the Hitchner 3ism .. u t Cr""~')a::y, 'f.'est ni tteton, ?a.: 

City of Pittston, 
Street Denartment. 

Gentlemen: 
In front of pro11e1·tv ffo5l.~ Broad Street, -cr:ere is a 

large F:o;ole tree. The iEteri0r of t!~e trunk i.s entirely 
rotted aT"ay c:md it stands only on the shell at this time. 
I thi·•.k it should be removed before it causes any da.l"'laC';e or 
injuries to :oedestrians or automo 1Jiles t::·1at e .. re Darked near it. 

I trust ynu will rrive it your attention, as I feel 
tl:B t you do not lmow of the situation a.t +.ri s time. 

F.:BG:ACA 

Very tTuly yours, 
The Hitchner Biscuit Oo. 

( S ~ E. 3. Grep:ory, 'I'reas. 

On moti ,-n of :•r. Grc)Jli ck, seconded by ~,:r. l~!alsh, and uDnn Roll 
Call of members present, the above letter 117as ordered referred to the 
Superintendent of the Street Department. 

The following letter, dated October 30th, 1942, was received fr~rn 
the Jackson 1Tfq:. Co. , Scranton, :Pa. : 



r1r. Jolm ?:TcHul ty, 
City Clerk, 
Pittston, Pa. 

Dear S:tr, 
Confir:ning our conversat:i.on of Tues~l.ay Octoher 27th. 

If gtven the Order to design, ;··anufa~c-~u:-e c:md erect an Honor Roll on 
plot of ground designated by you. 
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\iE PROPOSE, to build said Honor Roll of best ;:aterials available 
either Uhite nine, Ponlar or Cyuress Wood. Over all size of Board to be at 

- - 1 
let:tst seven and one half fn0t high ( 72-) by fou.rteen foot wide) 14). lTame 
Plates to be individual, each one edc.·ed in l·Tetallic finish, said !,.t:"J!1e 
rylates to. be 3/4 inch by 6 inches, and to Total Fi:fteei:1 Hundred in ntrher, 
( 1500). 'T'he Plaque will be of Solid '"etal, either Golf!. or Brm:.ze ftni sh. 
~i~)bOD. to be a C1,tm1t, Letters to be Cutout of Solid "!fond one ~.nch thick 
"!Jy Five inches High~-. All materials are to have at len.s·~ three to fi.ve 
coats 0f the best naint. rin~s Rre to hnve Face rtrins of Stainless Steel 
1-~" II wide, terrp"ced. . 

~his Honor Roll to be e~actly as sketched, installed on at le~st 
thtee six by six (6x6) finished Posts set in at least 24 inches of Concrete. 

nur service to consist of nainting; ac1::':i tional Hmnes ths~t are to 
be added up to the cane~citv of 1';00 :rame Plates, at the ti:r1e of installation 
these nlates are ~0laced on. Board~ to match the ~ 7ame nlates that have 
Eames on them and-are to be returned to us for ·printing. 

Purcha8er aR'rees that this orc'.er c;·,nnot, after accentance by the 
seller be c0unter'~:anded or cEmcelled, and is binding on the successors of 
the na~ties hereto. 

· It is agreed that t:;ere e,re no conditions or understandinD·s 
whatever' ver··)al or otherwise, except as uri tten herein, and no e:-·ent is 
authorized to c!HU12'e the tel'l'nS or C·'Jndi tions hereof. 

The Price to be naid to us by the City of Pit~stnn for the 
a'iJove mentioned Honor Roll Board ui th Plaque to he 7;aic!. .,_.,; t:·1 :•1 Ten days 
ccfter installation, is Four Hundred anL'l Se•Ten~:y Dollars, (l..!.70.00). 

Jackson £;!fg. Co. 
( S) John B. '-illiams 

Sole or.ner. 

on motion of ~ ·:r. r:alsh, seconded by 7"r. l?~'a~Jli ck, and lJy unani- · 
mous vote of me1c!bers present, the a::)ove ~"JrO"?OBal r.as acceDted and l'eferred 
to the Solicitor, VJi th instructions to pre~')are ·oro:oer acrePment, and that 
the various Service Or.r:·anizations be nsl:ed to e;r)Y)Oint Commi tties to sit 
Tii th Council in clete!'mining the 1)ro:oer lo ca tinn for said Service ?oar d. 

There being no further bustness, motion nas :11ade by :"r. Sheridan, 
seconded b'l r'r. Turo~-> and tP)On Roll Gall of n1er:o:Jers :r:''l'esent, to a,djour-n.· 

~- -:-_ .... __ _ 
/ ~- --------;- .,;-:-

,,_, ,/ -

APPROVED 
November 21, 1 042 
Yl~AS r'AYS 

* G l 
* 17 

T 
* s * 
* R 
JOHN D. 

CITY 

2 

MclirULTY 
ctr:RK 
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PI'l"fSTOlT, PEE:'SYLVAFIA, lTC'IlEHBT<;n 218'1', 1942, AT 3:co P •• M. 

UovenfJer 
nresent. 
Gra'Jli eli:, 

'D • tt t c·· t a · 1 , · ~· · 1 ,. · s + · ~ l 8 JY0. :1. ,y 0l':nCL_ C0Y'.Venect J.:n. O<')eCJ.C'. ;;:;er:SlOD, auurday, 
21st, l?h2, at 3:ro P.M.'· \laver of notice being ~aived by all 

On Roll Call, the following .''ler-:bers anm·rered ·0resent! }iessrs. 
t'alsh, Turon, Sheridan, and Hayor Reilly. 

~Ii.nutes of rerular session of Tuesday, iJoveEfJer lOth, 1q4.2, 
v.rere not :rec=:.d, but uno!• r.1oti"n of ~:Ir. Gra0lick, seconded by 1':r. Sheridan, 
and unon RolJ Call of ne'·l1Jers :::>resent, vrere ordered recej_ved and f:i.1ed. 

RE§OLUTIOH N'O. 35ISO .. Pittston, Pennsylvania, Eovember 21, 19L!-2. BE IT 
RESOLVJI:D, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will be 
necessary to extend the ryositions of the 8'lJecial Police Officers and 
Pol:i.ce Clerks on the Force, for an additional Ten (10) Days, from 
r;oyem1Jer 20th, 191+2 11 • 

On moticn of I1r. Sl1eridc=m, seconded iJy ::r. ··:alsh, and u-pon Holl 
OalJ. of me:11bers Drescnt, tbe <:' .. 'Jove Resolution i'Jtl.S acto1)ted. 

The follo,'.fiD2:' letter, dated Eoveniber 11~ th, 1942, VJe.s received 
from Gt. <John 1 s .::;,rm1~;elical Lutheran OLurch! 

To the i:onorable l:ayor John J. Heilly 
and r:embers of Pi tt:c;to~1, Pa., 
Oi ty Co unci 1. 

Gen tle:~1en: 

At a recent meeting of the Council of ot. John 1 s Lu t:teren 
Ohur ch, I i'1!as instructed to send your honora')le bndy and your 
Oi ty Bng~. neer, l{r.. 'l'hos. Hals-ey, our sincere thanlrs for your 
va~l uable t; ·,·::e and effort on. draFing HiJ ancl giving us the cJ.e
ta i.led information, Tte so lon§t sought frm:r1 the for·mer CJouncil, 
reQ'DTdilll2: the 1 i.ne of om~ church nronerty adj oinin8' the Le,..,is 
c:,<i th 3:s tate. This clarifies the long discussed viev's :re-

Res-oectfully ynurs, 
(S) Jesse A. Lipfert, Rec. Secy. 

St. John 1 s Luthel~an Church. 

On motion of Er. -~-alsh, seconded by ~!r. Gral)lick, and 1.roon Roll 
Call of membe!?S T)resnet, the above letter rras ordered received and filed. 

The following letter, de. ted Hover.o.ber 17th, 1942, we,s 1·ecei ved 
fro~ the League of Cities of the Third Class: 

L!r. Sylvester Grab1ick, Dtrector, 
Denar t1~en t of Accounts [0. lt,i nance, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

?.:y dear ;.;,r. Grabl ick: 

I am in receint of a tele~:Tan~ lJnder 
. date of lJove"1her 12th frotn Lr. ,;·,erl. D. ~iallery, 
Secretary of the Arr.e:rican J~u.n:l.ci~oal Associec~:.ion, 
which reP.ds af~ follOV'fo' :-

11 Lar La-)or .Soard Internal He>.renue 
Buree.u Joint Oon:.·ittee 1'7ill ad:r.inister salary 
and wa2·e controJ.s affecting· 3tc;.te and Local 
Governr:1ent. Ordinances not co:n.s~crued as p~i ving 
s ta.tu_tory e:·e'flntion bnt ~mm-1 c)_ "'Jali ties free to 
!!lake reasona1Jle cha.n~es rrithout interference 
·orovided certificate- shm''ii'P~ sucb action is 
filed with the Joint OoY1r~1:i..ttee. Oo•Tn.ittee "r'ill 



make nost Emdi t but no retroac+.i >re decisions. 
rTunicil)al endorsement entirely j_n coopera +.ion 
with Local Go11ernment agency procedures and 
detailed statement v:rill 'Je sent !)roml)tly on 
comnletion and releaose. 

- Earl D. Hal1ery 11 

Very truly yours, 

(S) \7 • .:ii;. Greenwood, Pres. 
VJEG: FLT 
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded 1)y 2:r. Turon, and upon Roll 
Oall of mem'Jero present, the above letter was orO.eTecl received and filed. 

There bein~ no further bus~ness, on DO~lon of 1~. ~uron, seconded 
by ?:r. \,g,l_sh, and U:)O!l Hall_ Call of Ple:'lbers "')Tesent, meeting r1as adjourned. 

-~~~-
-" ...... __ 

' .-.--.. APPROVED 
Nover'1ber 24, 1942. 

Y .I£.8.6 }JAYS 

* G 1 
* "':J 
* 
* 
* 

T 
s 
R 

JOHN' D. l1cHULTY 
OI~Y CLERK 

2 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, NOVEMBER 24TH, 1942 AT ~:30 P. M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session Tuesday, 
November 24th, 1942, with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding, and all members 
of Council present. 

Minutes of Special Session of Saturday, November 21st, 1942, 
were not read, but upon motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, 
and upon Roll Call of members present, were ordered received, filed and 
adopted. 

ORDINANCE NO • .J±lg. PROVIDING SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATI 01-JS TO 
CERTAIN FUNDS IN THE CONDU0IT OF THE BUSINESS OF THE CITY OF PITTSTON, 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

WHEREAS, a certain bond issue in the amount of One Hundred Thousand 
($100,000.00) Dollars has been passed by the City of Pittston and 

WHEREAS, said bond issue was floated for the funding of unfunded 
debts, and 

WHEREAS, as a result of said funding of unfunded debts, there has 
accumulated certain moneys in the hands of the City Treasurer, and 

WHEREAS, ~nder the Act of 1941, July 2, P. L. 235 A. D., it is nec--
essary for the Council to make supplemental appropriations for any law
ful purpose by Ordinance; 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of 
Pittston and is hereby ordained by the authorities of the same 

THAT THERE BE AND IS hereby appropriated from the said funds in 
the hands of the City Treasurer, the following: 

Liability and Property Damage, General 
. Liability Insurance •..........••••••.•• $ 

1942 Funding and Refunding Bond Issue 
Expense . ....................................... . 

W.P.A. Projects, Material & Supplies •..•..•• 

Ash Collection, Street Department •......•.•. 

Wages, Street Cleaning, Street Department ••• 

12th Installment, Hillside Coal & Iron ...•• 

12th Installment, Pennsylvania Coal Co •.... 

12th Installment, Lehigh Valley Coal Co ••••. 

1,0~3.25 

2:1328.31 

8,738.00 

2,700.00 

3,100.00 

98.39 

2,039-9~ 

1~2.42 

Wages, Laborers, Street Department ....•....• 21,614.16 
. Total ~~ 41,884.51 

This appropriation is necessary, due to insufficient amount being 
in the original 1942 Budget, and because of unforeseen flash floods. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Ordinance was passed on First Reading. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by· 
unanimous vote of members present, on Roll Call, said Ordinance was read 
at length the Second time, whereupon motion was made by M~. Walsh, sec
onded by ~x. Turon, and by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, 
was approved and passed on Second Reading. 



.... 
.. 

L__j" 

FILE OF COID~CIL NO. 423, submitted by Director of Accounts & Finance, 
Mr. S. C. Grablick, ltORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE DEBTS 
AND EXPENSES OF THE CITY OF PITTSTON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR Cm.1l·1ENCING THE 
FIRST MONDAY OF JANUARY 1943, AND ENDING THE FIRST MONDAY OF JANUARY, 
1944 11 , was read at length. 
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On motion of 1tt. Turon, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by unani
mous vote of membeTs present, the above Ordinance was passed on First 
Reading. 

Upon request of City Council, the following communication was 
received from Carl J. Burke, City Solicitor: 

November 24th, 1942 • 

Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen: 

Re: Payment of Lieutenant Dructor 1 s 
Salary while he was ill. 

In response to a request of Council for a 
written opinion on the above captioned matter, I wish to 
advise you that the latest passed by the Supreme Court is 
as follows: 

11 A policeman is entitled to the compen
sation attached to his office, even when 
physically disabled from performing his 
duties, unless there is some valid law or 
regulation to the contrary. But, if there 
is such a law or regulation be cannot re
cover compensation for the time be is ab
sent, without showing that be is within the 
exceptions, if any, and also showing that 
he has complied with all the requirements 
of the law or regulation 11 • 

It is discretionary with the Council to pay 
Lieutenant Dructor his entire salary during the time of his 
illness and, should Council decide to do so, it is my opinion 
that they are legally within the law in doing so. 

(S) 
CJB:f 

Respectfully yours, 

Carl J. Burke, 
City Solicitor. 

On motion by Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above communication was ordered received 
and filed. 

RESOLUTION NO. 35~1. Pittston, Pennsylvania, November 24th, 
1942. BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 
liTbat the Salary of Lieutenant Michael Dructor, be paid in full for the 
time lost by him during his recent illness. 11 

On motion of Mr. Grab lick, seconded by Mr. vialsh, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

The following recommendations were presented by Director of 
Accounts & Finance, Mr. 8. C. Grablick: 
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November 24, 1942. 

Honorable Mayor and 
Members of City Council, 
Pittston, Penna. 

Gentlemen: 
I hereby recommend payment of the following 

bills: 

Carl J. Burke. Satisfaction of Liens, 
Prothonotary 1 s Office. 

Bell Telephone Co. Oct. 16, Nov. 16 Bills, 
1942. 

Harry Harding. Overhauling Office 
Typewriters. 

Total 

(S) 
Respectfully submitted, 
S. 0. Grablick, 

$ • 6o 

20.00 
$119.01 

Director of Accoumts & Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. i."alsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members 'present, the above recommendations were approved of as read 
and ordered paid from the General Fund. 

Upon request of Committee representing the Procite Club, motion 
was made by Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous vote upon 
Roll Call of members present, that the Mayor and Members of City Council meet 
with said Committee at City Hall, Tuesday, December 1st, 1942, at 7:30P.M. 

On complaint of Mr. William Gilmartin, Butler Street, City, 
concerning sewer gas, motion T"B"s made by Mr. 't"lalsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, 
and upon Roll Call of me~bers present, that the same be referred to the 
City Engineer and the Superintendent of the Street Department for inves
tigation of said complaint. 

The use of City Council Chambers for purpose of meeting other 
than meetings of Members of Council for the conduct of City Affairs, having 
been brought to the attention of Council through newspaper notices, motion 
was made by Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous vote upon 

J Roll Call of members present, that the Chief of Police be notified, as well 
as to.whom it may apply, that no further meetings other than meetings of City 
Council be held or conducted in the City Council Chambers without first 
receiving permission from Oi ty Counci 1.. 

Due to the lateness of the hour caused by City Council 
as Appeal Board on Assessment Valuations, motion was made by Mr. 
seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll Call of members present, 
this meeting to Tuesday, December lst, 19L~2, at 7:30 P. M. 

. -....... :-_- -., ~ 
/.....___ . ..._ --

-' ~-' 
·'..:.,;- -._ / -

APPROVED 
December 1st, 19L~2 

YEAS NAYS 
* G 2 

Absent w 
* T 1 

Absent s 
* R 

JOHN D. McNULTY 

sitting 
Turon, 
to continue 
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PITTSrl'OF, PEtTF'SYLVAHIA.l DEOE?T'-3lm 1ST, 19!.i2, AT 7:30 P. H. 

Ot tv Oonnci 1 re-convened i.n "'ec:ular session continued :·:1ee+ing 
. of TueE;CI.ay, ITo;:rember 24th, 19lJ.2, toda.y, Tuesday, Dece·(;1Jer 1st, 1042, at 

7:30 :?. :c., T""it11 ?'ay,..,r '-Tr>lm J; Reilly Dresidin~;, and CotmcilF•en Gr<".iJlick 
and Tu..Ton Dresent, Oouncil:nen ~-.'alsh and Sheridan, absent. 

Iiinutes of rer:~·nlar session of Tuesday, Fover·1ber 24th, J5' 1~2, ~'!ere 
re2..d, and 'J.lJ0TI :.:otion of Hr. Turon, seconded by ::<r. Grablick, aPd tnon 
HI"' 11 OsJ 1 of '::en1)ers 'Tresen t, anpJ~r,ved of as read and ordered f:i.lecl. 

Re:!J0rt dated Decer'~.ber 1st, 191.~2, addressed to tb.e Eonora,.,le 
~1ayor and : ie:-:hers of Oi ty Council, ':'.'as su1x11t tted by Carl J. Burke, City 
Solicitor, readinry as follows: 

r.en tle··,en: 
Ordinance No. ~-32, l::ovem':>er 24 t1l, 1C142, Dassed 

on li':i.rst and Seco:1d Ree:•.d:LJ.f' at rileetin2; hel6 on lhwember 2 1'- th, 
1?~2, e~aml~ed by ~e, will iJe ~rese-J0~ ~o~ Third and Final 
}~eec:in,g: at ·:eeti:•r· t0 'Je :held Decer:ber ls.t, 1CLL2. It :i.s my 
o~-:d.nioii the, t tl.1lS- Ordinance confor:!:S to all reo u:i_ re~ le:-_,_ts . 
under nur Third Class Otties Act of 191!-1, July 2, n.L. 235, 
A.D. 

The obi ect of r·rdinance Sc.tisfj_es tJ~e ·1av:;:ent 
of :~inety-four Thousa':-:-.d (S9L!.,OOC.) Dollars, in bills-~ and 
Six Thousand U~6,ooo.) Dollars tn equi:pment. If all bi.Jls 
T.'!hi_ or are due and owning, are '!)aid 0ut 0f the ~:-inety-four 
TJ'nl:tsc::md U1;91J.,OCO.) Dollars, the 0biect of tbe !::o'>.d Issue 
will ~Je effected, and any ,.10''-e~,rs over 0.1-::d a~Jove ,-,la.y be a2.lo
cated to e,ny De·oart!ne:nt Council ···1av see fit. 'I'he Six 
T~ousa:'l.d (1'-iS,ooo.) Dollars sh01.1ld ~Je reserved for the nnrchase 
of equi'l)T:ent, a.s 0riP:inally. ;_~~,tenc1ec'l, but ; f eqntryr·1ent cc:rnn0t 
1)e -ourcr,C?,sed, Council l''aY use funds for '~"h0.tever r:>v.r~"Jose they 
see ftt. 

Respectf1.:lly yours, 

( s) Oar 1 J . Burke , 
Oi ty Soli.ci tor. 

r·n. rmtir;:n. of Ilr. Grablick, seconded by rTr. Turon,. and b~r unani
mot,s vote upon Roll Call of !11e1::bers :,:>resent, the above report vras orc1erec. 
received and spree.d upon the •ninutes of tl"-is ··:eetin.g. 

The following reuort Ties Dresented by Director of Accounts & 
F . Cl c .:.., , 1· r · d · --"' 11 · J.no.nce, o. • :,_:;-rp·J lC_c, re2. :tng as .tO ows. 

'IJ''-'TI ~'I tl.tr·:I'D nl· 'Gif''O';:;"! pmJ. '--' FOR 'T'T-Tli' Y~..,A· R 19LL7 
_JO L_.., •-· l-,...r:;.. ... ; •• U ... _.,.~ - .. < ~ 

IlWLUDIHG BOTH GElT!~HAL Al:'D SIHKIHG FUHDS 

TAXE~S 
Licenses and Permits 
Fines and Forfeits 
Rents and Inte~est 
De1)artr11ent EP.rninf"'·s 
~ther Revenue Rec~ints 
Refunds Tax Office · 
Liens and Costs 
1942 3ond (To be used fol' Sinki~J.q: Fund) 

Total Estt:,1ated Heceipts. 

1~1S7 ,497 .4~ 
Cl r -L.::, oOO.OO 

. 1,000.00 
., '750.00 
S, 0 b5.00 
I;,4sc.oo 
1: ,...~ 
o, '/co. oo 
1,000.00 

20 ,12~·-2£ 
;!s;?49, SS7. L~o 

n0us vote 
received 

1 l0"GlO"l 0f 

Ro 11_ Call 
filed. 

'1' 1 n·on, 
-:e,..,~Jers 

secry-·(ec'i l)'.~ ·er. G~c:))1ic'~, 

~)"'es ent, the n')ove re')Or t 
and 
T''8. 8 

by l11l.cP'l:i.

or~erec3 

}"ire cto:r:- ,-,f Accounts /'- Ft "c:.n ce, C'r. S. C. GrR.'~li c;c, su':),--.~ tted 
detc-,_ilec1 :re...,"'l't of ::Dx:.,e·r,cl:i_ h 1res f0r the }rear 191-'-2 un to Decem1)e:>' lst, lC·1t2 
by t~·le various De·0ar tmen ts P.s li ste( in ~-l•e 1QU_2 ='·'J_dp·et. 

Cn ·~"~inn by· r. Turo·n, secr''''de~'- ~)y :~!~. 0,;·a~)J.~_c>, 8Xld b'.e une.!'1~.

F'.Ol1S vnte 1_1'101' Hol1. Cpll "'f :'e··'be:r'S 1)1'ef'ent, the (t~')Q\_Te renr;rt 1''8_.8 (')"r'r'erecl 
recetved and filed. 
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FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 432 PROVIDING SUPPLEMENTAL APPRO:E>RIATIONS TO CERTAUf 
FUNDS IN THE CONDUCT OF THE BUSINESS OF THE CITY OF PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA 
was read by Title for the Third Time, and on motion by Mr. Grablick, 
seconded by 1tt. Turon, and upon Roll Call of members present, the above 
Ordinance was passed on Third and Final Reading, and adopted as read. 

) RESOLUTION NO. ~.PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, December_l, 1942. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Co unci 1 of the City of Pitts ton: 11 That it wi 11 
be necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers 
and Police Clerks on the Force, for an additional Ten (10) Days, from 
November 30th, 1942. 11 

.. 
-· 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

The following letter, dated November 25th, 1942, was received 
from the Office for Emergency Management, the Office of Defense TranS
portation, Appeal Board for Local Allocation Office, 1103 Gimbel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Penna.: 

To: 

Appeal No. 735 
L.A.O. No. 30-997 

City of· Pittston 
Luzerne County, 
Penna. 

Your fiApplication to Acquire New Commercial Motor 
Vehicles 11 , dated 9-14-42, addressed to this Appeal Board 
has been carefully considered by the Board. 

The Board has disapproved your application for 
the following reasons: 

rt· is the op1n1on of this Board 
that your need for new equipment can 
be overcome by the purchase of used 
equipment or a more intensive utiliza
tion of your present equipment. 

Your attention is directed to the official in
structions governing 11 Allocation of New Commercial Motor 
Vehicles 11 which prohibit you for three months from date 
of this rejection from making new application for equipment 
for the same operation for which the present application 
has been denied.. These instructions do not permit of 
any fur thel' appeal. 

Very truly yours, 

(S) G. W. Laurie 
Chairman of Appeal Board 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above letter was ordered received and 
filed. 



'-

Heve1·end Sir: 

At t!1e request of 1,1y co·J.mt, ~:rs. l:orB~ ~-~cEale 
of H;4 C}ia~,")el Street, ~~i ttst0~1, ?e:'!.::'sylvan~.a, I a::1 1;rin.P:in9; 
your o.ttention to in~Pry r:hich sl;e susto_j_ned on ~ 7nve:1:be~r? l~th 
1?,42 c>.t aboL'.t 3:30 P.''., P}•en she fell on the ste·ns lec:,din~ 
to the D.?.A. offices at the Church Street entrance. · 

s~;e I'CLF :re:!v-.~red to Pittston Lns Yl~~BJ. fro 
scene .,f t:-,e nc,..,j_de:•1t 2!_'l(. !:PJ" r:i_nce ·been ~xcouc-·>t bo'···e. 

the 
''i'er~e 

il1-''_;_r~en b't•.7e -resul'f;ed in ex··;e:,.,_ses e<.:nc' n~ll res,;_lt ;_r:_ fu.rthc_r 
e~~--•elu=;e, ~tis hnned ~~ 1'Pt so--·:e ste·!S L'.('1.:" !e Tc1.1::e:1 to :;:ro\ride 
for L1rs. L:c.:-:c>.le 1"1 '·"" :i.s vri ·:;hou.+ :f·mcls. 

(S) 
r::" rl ... ~ ,···~ 

?·~ .i:lc;dus ot., 
'Pittston, Pa. 

Cn n0t:i.nn n_ f :-r_r. c_-.:1'::1~,, :i.c1-::, seC"""ded '"''r •. ,,. c:c.,,.nn ~'lc1 ·r)n·n ~::>oll ~- .J_-, ·-, .:..• .. -- ,L, ~· ... l .. ' ,! •.. "' '··--

Oc:\11 of ;·~e r,:')ers :')resent, the P.h0Ve J.eJ·-'~er 1-ras re:f'el'recl to t:r:e p +tent.j_f")n 
of the City Solicitor. 

The f0lloTiin~· Oo·,,r'l:i.ttee, :":e·1bers of the Proc:ite Club, ~:illie.m 
Sn.ve.O.c:e, Ohairr;an, a·oneared befnre 0oL1!'lc·U :regardi.:r1g the co- one"· a tim1 of 
00:.E1.ci 1 Tii_ t'n the Prr; cite 01 ub in their ef±'orts to secEre for the Ci tv of 
Pittston a ntJ1Jltc I-ibr<uy: ·~lilliaPJ Sa~rad[''e, Chairman; Ganuel Argento, 
Gir8.rd 'i'2·acey, Peter Butera, John Lou2.'>:ne'.r, \Jilli.ap ~~cF1 1 ,"t'", JEo:rin Sites, 
Ral~'n T0ole, Lester !line. 

:=r. Se,vadge stc:v~ed that it was not the ;_ntention of the C1 n1) at 
the :1:r-esen t tine to- cU'Jk of Council a subsm.•i ntinn nf EV.,'.r 1-::ind, ae t}lev 
were ful J. v aTia:ee of the Dr esent 1 i1ni ted tncome 1...111der Tihi ci1 the Oi ty :i.s 
requi:ted to o~Je1·ate. A letter froil the Oi t? Oounci 1 endorstn<;~ their 
efforts to sec·::re sud !_,i 1')rary, hovrever, vrould be appred.8.tec1, as they 
feel that such letter uould cmsner the desired <')llT')OSe in mind. Jiayor 
Hei 11 y s tFt ted tl':.s-'-: -'-he : e 1-be:rs of Council aJ.'e :eead~r at all ti ''es to. co-
Jo~era~e r~t~ all Civic Orcanizations, esDecially s~ ~hen it is in the 

'1 r.:.ot ·i~~~:-e-rr:,c+ .~;,._,;- +.1-~e ir~.:'l ... r "Pa•rers n-f +f--,e C·J.l-v :J....,L:. · ·.:.- ._.~ __ ~ ~_, .: ·- J~ --·- ..... c ..... .J.:.. .... _, ·. _ d~.... ·- U_, • 

Cn r;:ot:i.on of l'.r. Grablick, secm'ded by I;r. Turon, and trr)on R0ll 
Call of 1c:e:hers :"":r:'esen.t, the Ot ty Clerl: ;c:p,s i·:1st:-:-'J.cted to for;:c<n'd letter 
of co-o~eration as requested. 

C'n :..,0t;_on 0f Er. Gra:blic'c, secoEded hy ~b~. 'T' 1 ,,..n.,...., P.:nd by uncni"10US 
vote U~)on Roll Gall of me~,~~Jers ')resent, the Oi ty Clerk nas :i..ns·~:uc"':e,,_ to 
v:ri te the SecTetc:-:_ry of the Oi ty School Board, requestinJ?· t}~at he and other 
-membe•·s of the Board, sit vri t_h City Oourlc:i.l, on '.i.'hu.rsc1.a"_T, Decembe:;· 3!'d, at 
7:00 P .lL, fo1· ~;he '")'.1.I';JOSe of cJ.is·oosing nf 'l'ax A-o~Jeals taken by ?rope-r_,ty 
0-rrners of the City durin~~: the three dates set aside for such A~Y)ee,ls. 

. _ --"-::-~~e ~Jei ng no further 'JUS iness, E1otion '1i"'P"s 'Tiade ')y :~r. Turon, 
seconded -py'1-~:. Gre:Jllck, and lJ.l)C'D. Holl Call of mem;)ers ·oresent, to c:tdjourn. 

1942. 

YEAS 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

Decembe1· 8th 1- 19!~2'----~ 
l!AYS 

G 1 
VJ 
T 

:s 2 
R 

JOHH D. HciTULTY 
OI TY OL:r!~HK 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, DECEMBER 8TH, 1942, AT 8:00 P. M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session, Tuesday, 
December 8th, 1942, at s:oo P. M., with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding, 
and all members of Council present. 

Minutes of regular session, continued to December lst, 1942, 
were read, and on motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and 
by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, approved of as read 
and ordered filed. 

1066 

Mayor Reilly presented report for the month of November 1942, 
of Fines and Meter Collections received by his department, and reading 

· as follows: 

Members of City Council, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania •• 

Gentlemen: 

December 1st, 1942. 

I hereby submit a report of the fines and meter 
collections received by this Department for the month of 
November, 1942: 

Nov. 1, 1942-Nov. 30, 1942 
Nov. 1, 1942-Nov. 30, 1942 
Nov. 1, 1942-Nov. 30, 1942 

JJR:f 

Parking Meter Fees 
Parking Violations 
Violations of City 

Ordinance 

$292.51 
2.00 

10.00 
$304.51 

Respectfully sulJmi tted, 
(S)John J. Reilly, Mayor 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above report was approved of as read, and ordered 
filed. 

City Treasurer, M. P. Ruane, submitted report dated November 
30th, 1942, of Receipts and Disbursements by his office for the month 
of November 1942, reading as follows: 

Cash on Hand, November 1st, 1942 •••....••.•......••.• $141,657.58 
Receipts during the month............................ 6.470.31 

Total $148, 27.89 

By Cash to Warrants Paid •••..•••..••••••••••.•.••••.• $ 46,106.23 
Gash on Hand, November 30th, 1942 •.••••• .' ............ 102,321.66 

Item of Cash on Hand, November 30th, 1942, 
credited to the following funds: 

Total $148,427.89 

General Fund •.•..•.•.......••••••.•..•..••••••••••••• $ 25,786.62 
Bond and Interest, 1923 Account...................... 705.1~5 
Bond and Interest, 1935 Account...................... 403.46 
Bond. and Interest, 1938 Account...................... 171.42 
Funding and Improvements Bonds Account, 1942 ••••••••• 75,25~.tl 

Total $102,321. 6 

Respectfully submitted, 
M. P. Ruane, City Treasurer. (S) 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above report was approved of as read and 
ordered received and filed. 
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Mr. M. ·· P. Ruane, City. Treasurer, in report dated 1-Tovember 30th, 
1942, reported City License issued by his office during the month of 
November, in the amount of Thirty-nine ($39.00) Dollars. 

On motion of N~~ Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above report was approved of as read and 
ordered received and filed. 

Mr. Thomas Newcomb, Sealer of Weights and Measures, submitted the 
following report, dated December 8th, 1942: 

Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 
The following is my report for the month of 

November, 1942: 

Person Weighers 
Wagon Scales 
Springs Balanced 
Counter Scales 
Prescriptien Scales 
Gasoline Pumps 

Corrected & Sealed 
10 

2 
10 
12 

~ 

Adjusted 
. 3 

Respectfully submitted, 

(8) Thomas Newcomb, 
Sealer of Weights & Measures •. 

On motion of Mi~. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members preFJent, the above report was ordered received and filed. 

Mr. Thomas Newcomb, Health Officer, submitted the following re
port dated December 8th, 1942: 

Honorable Mayor and City Council, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 
The following is my report for the month of 

November, 19L~2! 

Monthly report sent to Medical Director. 
Weekly report sent to Medical Director. 
Visits to Beef Houses (Each) 3 
Health Certificates Issued & Filed 25 
Visits to Eating Houses ·and Res-

taurants. (Each) 3 
Warning Signs (No Dumping) Posted 3 

Respectfully yours, 
(S) Thomas Newcomb, 

Health Officer. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Ro~l 
Call of members present, the above report was ordered received and filed. 

FILE OF COUUCIL NO. 43J. "ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT 
OF THE DEBTS AND EXPENSES OF THE CITY OF PITTSTON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
COMMENCING THE FIRST MONDAY OF JANUARY, 1943, AND ENDING TF..E FIRST MONDAY 
OF JANUARY, 1944 11 , was read at length on Second Reading. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Ordinance was 
approved of as read, and passed on Second Reading. 
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FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 434., submitted by Director of Accounts & 
. Finance, Mr. S. C. Grablick, 11 AN ORDINANCE FIXING GENERAL AND SPECIAL TAXES 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR l943u was read at length. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote ·on Roll Call of members present, the above Ordinance was approved of as 
read on First Reading. 

Motion was made by Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Oall of members present, to rescind the rules, and read 
for a second time, File of Council No. 434. . 

FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 424 was read by title for the Second time, 
and upon Motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, approved of as read on Second 
Reading. 

RESOLUTION N0.~5g3~ Pittston, Pennsylvania, December ~th, 1942. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

11 That· the sum of $21,614.16 be transferred from the Department of Streets 
and Public'Improvements, Item "Wages, Laborers 11 , to the Miscellaneous 
Accounts, Scranton Electric Company • 11 

11 That the sum of $944.00 be transferred from Miscellaneous Accounts, W.P.A. 
Projects, :Material & Supplies, to Miscellaneous Accounts, Item 11 Scranton 
Electric Company". 11 

11 That the sum of $4,650.00 be transferred from Miscellaneous Accounts, W.P.A. 
Projects, Material & Supplies, to Miscellaneuus Accounts, Item 11 Accounts 
Payable 11 • 11 

!flJ.'hat the sum of $2,700.00 be transferred from Department of Streets and 
Public Improvements, Ash Collection to Miscellaneous Accounts, Item, 
11 Accounts Payable 11 • II 

uThat the sum of $3,100.00 be transferred from Department of Streets and 
Public Improvements, Wages, Street Gleaning, to Miscellaneous Accounts, 
Item If Accounts Payable 11 .n 

11 That the sum of $100.00 be transferred from Department of Public Safety, 
Item 11 Maintenance of Fire House,n ·to Department of Public Safety, Item 
flFire Alarm System11 • 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 358~. Pittston, Pennsylvania December 8th, 1942. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

uThat the sum of $90.00 be transferred from the Office of Director of 
Accounts & Finance, Item "Oommunication 11 , to the Department of Accounts 
& Finance, City Clerk's Office, Item 11 Advertising 11 • 

11 That the sum of $250.00 be transferred from the Department of Accounts 
& Finance, Oi ty Treasurer 1 s 0ffi.ce, Item 11 0ffice Supplies", to the 
Department of Accounts & Finance, Tax Assessmen_t, Item 11 0ffice Supplies". 

11 That the sum of $250.00 be transferred from the Department of Public 
Safety, Fire Department, I tern 11Main tenance of Fire House" to the De
partment of Public Safety, Fire Department, Item 11 1\4:aterial & Supplies 11 • 

"That the sum of $600.00 be transferred from the Department of Streets 
and Public Improvements, Item 11Wages, Laborers", to the Department of 
Streets and Public Improvements, Item 11 Material & Supplies 11

• 



11 That the sum of $125.00 be transferred from the Department of Streets 
and Public Improvements, Item 11 Wages of Laborers 11 to the Department of 
Streets and Public Improvements, Item 11 Maintenance & Repairs". 

11 That the sum of $1,005.00 be transferred from Miscellaneous Accounts, 
Item "Scranton Electric Company", to the Department of Streets and 
Publ"!i:c Improvements, Item 11 Street Lighting 11 • 

11 That the sum of $900.00 be tra rsferred from the Department of Streets 
and Public Improvements, Item nwages, Laborers 11 , to the Department of 
Streets & Public Improvements, Item nstreet Lighting 11 •• 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote on Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

The following recommendations, dated December 8th, 1942, were sub
mitted by Director of Accounts & Finance, Mr. S. C. Grablick: 

Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 
I hereby recommend payment of the following bills: 

American La-France Foamite Corp. 
Airport Sand & Gravel Co. 
Barber Motor Car Co. 
William P. Bonser 
Butera Auto ~ody Works 
Banks Sand & Stone Co. 
Consumer 1s Ice Company. 
Oonsumer 1 s Gas & Oil Co. 
Cyclone Machine Co. 
Ooal-0-Matic Stoker Go. 
Duro-Test Corporation 
Dolge, 0. B. Go. · 
Egan Oil & Supply Co. 
Ehrlich, J. G. 

Eastern Pennsylvania Supply Co. 
Evans, Wesley M. 
Eagen Hardware Go. 
Federal Electric Co. 
The Gamewell Co. 

c Grimes, M. J. 
Glen-Summit Springs Water Go. 
Hunt, Harry 0. 
Huber Manufacturing Co. 
Kleinrock's 
Klein Auto Parts Co. 
LaBarre's Stationery Store 
Lackawanna Electric Blue-

Printing Oo. 
Markowski, Stanley 

. Mitchell, P. F. 
New York Casualty Co. 
Newcomb Bros. 
Pittston~Luzerne Gorp. 
Pittston Gazette• 
Pittston Diner 
Pennsylvania Coal Co. 
Powers, A. 8. · 
Pittston Oil Company 
Smiles-Allan W. 
Shacochuis, Stanley 
Scranton Electric Go. 
Scranton Electric Co. 
Scranton Spring BDook 

II 11 II 

Texas Lunch 

.( 6) Canasters $ 
Sand - Gravel 
Parts, etc. 
Tires, tubes, e§c. 
Radiator repairs, etc. 
Crushed Stone 
Ice 
Gas, Oil, Tire repairs, etc. 
Harnmer Handles 
Repairs, stoker 
Misc. Supplies 
Soap Powdex 
Gas & Oil 
Sanitary Service, 4th Ward 

Dumping Grounds. 
Brooms 
Misc. Paxts 
Misc. Supplies 
Flashers and Switch 
(2) Main Springs . 
Door Glass for trucks 
Drinking Water 
Misc. Supplies. 
(1) Cone Collar and Postage 
Mittens for firemen-Capt's badge 
Misc. Parts, etc. 
Misc. supplies 

Paper 
Repairing Raincoast 
Misc. rna terials 

Bond (M. Rettenmeyer) 
Coal 
Forgir:geye-bolts, etc. 
Misc. supplies-advertising, etc. 
Food 
Rent 
Pipe 
Gas & Oil 
Keys, etc. 
Navy Day 
Street Lighting 

11 II 

Fire Hydrants 
Water Service (bldgs) 
Food 

14.83 
106.00 
109.76 
231.50 
10.75 
11. 99· 

,.29 .00 
384.92 

2.50 
22.b5 
7. 53 

12.00 
228.00 

30.00 
4.25 
5-90 

103.15 
12.00 
1.04 

26.75 
19.00 
32.75 

5.11 
50.50 

131.57 
23.20 

8.54 
5-50 

590.13 
50.00 

136.38 
. 15.80 
443.35 

1.35 
1.00 

107. 6o 
103.80 

7.50 
6.00 

2,012.90 
95.82 

276.68 
24.62 

.20 



Wilkes-Barre City 
Orr, J. F · 
Helen H. Walsh 
Edwin A. Sites 
Alaimo & Son 
Scranton Spring Brook Water Co. 
Hillside Coal & Iron Oo. 

Fire Alarm Box 
Fireman, special work. 
4 wks. ®$20. per wk. (Liens) 
3 wks.®$25.00 per wk.(Liens) 
Rental, Concrete Mixer 
Balance due on old Bill. 
12th & Final Installment, 

1070. 

8.00 
3.00 

30.00 
'75.00 
120.00 
300.00 

Pennsylvania Goal Company 

Lehigh Valley Coal Company 

Scranton Electric Company •. 
Eagle Hose Company. 
Penna. Coal Company 

Tax Refund 
12th & Final Installment, 

Tax Refund 
12th & Final Installment, 

Tax Refund 
Old Account to Dec. 1, 1941 
Rental, July 1940 to July 1942. 
Judgments. 

$ Total 

93.39 

2,039-93 

. 132.42 
2~, 553.16 
1,500.00 

750.00· 
32,718.77 

( s) 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sylvester C. Grablick. 
Director, Acct. & Finance Dept. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above recommendations were ap
proved of as read, and ordered paid, Mayor Reilly not voting on item listed 
in the name of Pittston-Luzerne Corporation, in the amount of Fifteen 
Dollars and Eighty Gents ($15.30). 

Petition signed by twenty-four employees of the Street Department 
was presented to Council 11 demanding 11 a Fifty Per Cent increase in Wages. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the same was referred to City Council for further 
consideration. 

and read! 
The following Communication, dated December 7th, 1942, was received 

To the Honorable Mayor and 
Members of City Council, 
Pittston, Penna. 

Gentlemen: 
Please be advised that you hereby have 

the consent and permission of the John Reap Estate 
to remove diseased tree from the front of our Prop
erty at 56 Broad Street, Pittston, Pa. 

Very truly yours, 

John J. Reap 
By James Sheerer 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above communication was ordered received and filed. 

The following communication, dated December 7th, 1942, was re
ceived and read! 

To Mayor and Members of Council, 
Pittston, Pa. 

Gentlemen: 
Due to the fact that uncertain weather 

conditions will not permit the completion of side
walk contracted for between (Mrs. Alice Pizzano) of 
234 Butler St., and the City of Pittston, under W.P.A. 
Project, the above mentioned person is making request 
for refund of her money in the amount of Twenty-eight 
Dollars and Eighty Gents ($23.30), which was paid in 
advance to the City Treasurer. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Leo Fasciana, Ass 1 t Engineer. 
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On motion of MI. Turon, seconded by .M"..r. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above request was approved of 
and the amount stated therein ordered refm1ded. . 

The following communication, dated Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
December 4th, was received and read! 

City of Pittston 
City Hall 
Pittston,. Penna. 

Atten: Mr. John D. McNulty, City Clerk 

Gentlemen: 

We are in receipt of your letter of December l with which you 
enclosed copy of complete File on Application to purchase 
truck chassis for our Load-Packer, and also the original 
Form PD-310 for which you made application for the chassis. 

As requested, we are returning herewith your original 
appli ca tion''as we have made a complete copy of same and 
have fon.,.arded it with copies of the correspondence to 
our factory at Detroit, who will in turn take the matter 
up with the War Production Board in Washington to see what 
the results will be in regard to getting this through for 
you. 

We wish to thank you for your courtesy in this matter and · 
also your trouble in getting this information to us, and 
sincerely hope that it will be of some good to both you 
and ourselves. 

AEH!MGJ 
Encl. 
co Koehler 

(S) 

Very truly yours, 
GAR WOOD INDUSTRIES, INC. 
A. E. Hilderley, Manager, 
Philadelphia Branch 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above communication was ordered received 
and filed. 

The following communication, dated Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, 
December 4th, 1942, was received and read: 

John D. McNulty 
Oi ty. Clerk 
City Hall, City of Pittston, Pa. 

Dear Sir: 

We acknowledge receipt of your letter of December 2, and it 
is with regret that we note that the O.D.T. Appeal Board has 
re:j'ected your application for new K-7 International. 

Since the Appeal Board has ::reJected the application, and we 
are not permitted to deliver new trucks without their approval 
or PD-321, we will be unable to comply with our original pro
posal due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Therefore, your returning our certified check woula be aP
preciated. Thanking you for your attention and anticipating 
that at a later date, we maybe fauo:red with your business. 

WJP/hp (S) 

You:rs ve:ry truly, 
INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER CO. 
W.J. Paton, Manage:r. 
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On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the certified check referred to therein was ordered 
refunded if and when the Gar Wood Industries, Incorporated, notify us that 
they had been unable to secure approval of Application necessary to purchase 
K-7 International Chassis. . 

The following communication dated Washington, D. C., December 3, 
1942, was received and read: 

Dear Mr. Mayor : 

It is to the interest of the taxpayers that they 
be informed promptly what their Federal income tax 
liability will be, and approximately what they should 
set aside each pay day to make their payments as they 
fall due during 1943. 

The Treasury has printed a folder which gives 
this information. May I ask you to help us.in its 
distribution by giving one of these folders to each 
of your municipal employees at the earliest possible 
opportunity--preferably with your next payroll? Please 
call upon your nearest Collector of Internal Revenue to 
supply you with the number of folders you ,require. 

Please let me thank you in advance for your help 
in this very intiJ)IDrtant matter. 

Sincerely yours, 
(8) Henry Morgenthau 

Secretary of the Treasury. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the City Clerk was instructed to apply to the 
local Department of Internal Revenue Office, Scranton, Pa., for necessary 
forms referred to therein. 

The following communication, dated Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 
December 1st, 1942, was received and read; 

The Mayor 
Pittston, Pa. 

Please refer to the permit issued by this ·Board 
on April lOth, 1940 authorizing the construction of a 
culvert along Laurel Line Creek, bet~een Frothingham and 
Plank Streets in Pittston, Luzerne County. 

This permit will expire on January 1, 1943, and no 
notice of completion of the work as required in 
Condition No. 6 has been received in this office. 
If the work has not been completed, and it is in
tended to proceed with its construction, it will be 
necessary to secure an extension of the time limit. 
The request for this ex~ension must be filed prior 
to the expiration date. 

Attention is called to Condition No. 8 of the permit 
which provides that: 

11Within thirty (30) days after the completion of 
the work authorized .in this permit, the permittee 
shall file with the Water and Power Resources Board, 
Harrisburg, Penna., a statement certifying that the 
work has been performed in accordance with this 
permit and the approved maps, plans, profiles 
and specifications. 11 

(S) 
Very truly yours, 
W. E. Kirkpatrick, 

Secretary 



I~ 

1073. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above 
received and filed, and the City Clerk instructed 
further extension of Permit referred to therein. 

Turon, and by unanimous 
communication was ordered 
to apply for a one-year 

Permit application was received from the General Outdoor Advertising 
Company, 352 North Pennsylvania Avenue, Wilkes-Barre, Penna., dated December 
8th, 1942, to erect building sign at the American Chocolate Shoppe, 44 North 
Main Street, City. 

Said ·application, being approved of by the Chief of the Fire De
partment, on motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Vlalsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above permit was granted. 

Attorney William W. Hall addressed Council in behalf of the follow
ing clients! 

William Drury Estate, concerning Tax Assessment, in which his client 
requested that the assessment be lowered. This request, the Mayor stated-, 
was already in the hands of the Board of Revision of Taxes and Appeals, 
and would be considered by said Board. 

In behalf of Mr. Louis Volpetti, corner of North Main and Parsonage 
Streets, concerning sidewalk fronting his property on North Main Street, 
Mr. Hall stated that due to change in grade made at the time the new road 
was put in, the grade was raised resulting in accumulation of water and 
slush on the sidewalk, since the walk is now lower than the grade of the 
road. Mayor Reilly stated that very little could be done to correct this 
condition during the winter months, but that his complaint would be con
sidered further, in the Spring of the coming year. 

Representing Mr. Bianco, of Butler Street, concerning opening of 
George Street through Butler Street, Mr. Hall stated that his original 
offer to sell said property to the City still stodd and that he would 
not consider any al terna ti ve. 

Mayor Reilly thanked Mr. Hall for the manner in which these 
var'ious complaints were presented, and stated that Council will consider 
all three, notifying him at the proper time of their final action. 

Mr. William 0. McNulty addressed Council, concerning the home
coming preparations being arranged by the Procite Club, together with 
the Sullivan Service Club of the 8th Ward, to do honor to Sergeant Joseph 
Hines, decorated for gallantry and extraordinary bravery displayed in line 
of action, and requested that said demonstration be approved of and co
operated in-by members of City Com1cil. 

Mayor Reilly stated that full approval would be granted, and that 
Council would be honored to co-operate in every respect to make this a most 
welcome and memorable home-coming affair. 

Mayor Reilly made an interesting and detailed report on the recent 
mine cave which affected the lower section of the City and stqted that he 
had conferred with Messrs. Connolly, Pagnotti, and Mears, and that No. 9 
Goal Company, of which Mr. Pagnotti is the head, had promised him that full 
and complete repairs would be made by his Company to the damaged area. 
These repairs will be made to homes, streets, and sewers. At this point, 
Councilman Grablick asked if bill submitted to 'Walsh and Belcastro covering 
damages caused by their mining, b¥ cave that occurred sometime ago at the 
corner of Searle and Center Streets, had ever been paid. The City Clerk, 
in answer to Mr. Grablickfs inquiry stated that bill was submitted to cover 
said damages, but to date, was not paid. 

Motion was then made by Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and 
by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, that the same be re-
ferred to the City Solicitor, with instructions to determine why said bill 
was never paid. 
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Chief Tierney introduced a Mr. Dixon, and 1tt. Foley, of the Leidy 
Electric Company, Philipsburg, New Jersey, concerning Signal Alarm instal
lation within the City for Civilian Defense purposes. Mr. Dixon; addressing 
Council, stated that the approximate cost, of eguipment only, would be in 
the neighborhood of Fifteen Hundred and Twenty ($1520.) Dollars, for Seven 
(7) Siren Units, and that the ap~roximate cost of installation would be in 
the neighborhood of Thirty ($30.) Dollars per unit. 

Mayor Reilly stated that Council would consider the matter, and 
suggested to Mr. Dixon that they submit a proposal in writing. 

There being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Turon, 
seconded by Mr. Grablick, and upon Roll Call of members present, to adjourn. 

./:~ . 
"'/. "'' -- ·. ' -- ~. :-

YEAS 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

APPROVED 

G 
w 
T 
s 
R 

JOHN D. McNULTY 
CITY CLERK 

NAYS 
2 

1 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, DECEMBER 29TH, 1942, AT 7:30 P. M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session, Tuesday, 
December 29th, 1942, at 7:30P.M., with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding, and 
all members of Council present. 

Minutes of regular session of Tuesday, December gth, 1942, were 
read, and upon motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, were approved of as read and 
ordered filed. 

FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 433, was read at length for the third time, 
as amended. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Ordinance was approved and 
passed on Third and Final Reading. 

FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 424, was read at length for the Third time, 
and upon motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, was approved of, and passed on 
Third and Final Reading. 

FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 435, 11 AN ORDINANCE APPOINTING A CLERK TO THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF CIVILIAN DEFENSE OF THE CITY OF PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, 
REGULATING THE DUTIES AND QUALIFICATIONS AND FIXING THE COMPENSATION THEREOF~ 
was read at length. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon R~ll Call of members present, the above Ordinance was approved 
of as read on :First Reading. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
.vote upon Roll Call of members present, the rules were rescinded, and File 
of Council No. 435 ordered read for a secoild·otime. 

~ FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 435 was read by title for the Second Time, 
and upon Motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, approved of as read on Second Reading 

RESOLUTION NO. 35g5 .• Pittston, Pennsylvania, December 29th, 1942. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston! 11 That it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and Police 
Clerks on the Force for an additional Ten (10) days, from December TOth, 1942. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. ~alsh, and upon Roll Carr 
of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 35g6. Pittston, Pennsylvania, December 29th, 1942. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Oi ty Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and Police 
Clerks on the Force, for an additional Ten (10) Days, from Dec. 20th, 1942. 11 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2.2[L. Pittston, Pennsylvania, December 29th, 1942. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 111rhat the sum of 
$16,124.09, in payment of Miscellaneous Bills, January 1st, 1942, to October 
27th, 1942, inclusive, as per General Ledger Record, be transferred from the 
1942 Funding and Improvement Bond Issue, to the General Fund. These Bills 
were originally charged to the General Fund. rt 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

-'--~ RESOLUTION NO. 35S3. Pittston, Pennsylvan:i,a, December 29th, 19L~2. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That the sum of 
$150.00 be transferred from the Department of Public Affairs, Item "Salary of 
Sergea-nts 11 , to the Department of Public Affairs, I tern 11Wages, Special Officers. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above. Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3...5.fi2.. Pittston, Pennsylvania, December 29th, 1942. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That the sum of 
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$50.00 be transferred from the Department of Accounts & Finance, L~ 
Department, Item 11 Special Litigation 11 , to the Department of Acconnts and 
Finance, Law Department, Item If Filing of· Liens and Judgments 11 • 11 

u 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3590. Pittston, Pennsy~vania, December 29, 1942. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That Harold 
Collins be, and is hereby appointed, Assistant Superintendent of Accounts 
and Finance, at a Salary of $l,SOO.OO per annum, effective as of January 
lst, 1943. Surety Bond in the sum of $5,000.00 being posted by.Mr. Collins.n 

On motion of Mr. Sherida..n, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3591- Rittston, Pennsylvania, December 29th, 1942. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That Miss Jean 
Connell be, and is hereby appointed, Clerk in the Office of Civilian Defense, 
at a Salary of $900.00 per annum, effective as of January lst, 1943. 11 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 1~~ Pittston, Pennsylvania, December 29, 1942. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That the 
Salary of Miss Frances Krososky, Secretary to the Mayor, be increased to 
$1,200.00 per annum, effective as of January 1st, 1943.u 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3522~ Pittston, Pennsylvania, December 29, 1942. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That the 
Salary of the Assistant Engineer,- 1 Mr. Leo Fasciana, be increased to 
$1,440.00 per annum, effective as of January 1st, 1943.u 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 351~· Pittson, P~nnsylvania, December 29, 1942. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City 'Council of the City of- Pittston: 11 That the 
Salary of James Sheerer, Sam Rodola, and Charles Turco, Truck Drivers, be 
increased from $1,200.00 to $1>500.00 each, per annum, effective as of 

)January lst, 1943.u 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

Director of Accounts & Finance, Mr. S. C. Grablick, in letter dated 
December 29th, 1942, addressed to the Honorable Mayor and Members of City 
Council, recommended payment of the following bills: 

Postage. 
Volunteer Firemen (Eagles) 
Volunteer Firemen (Niagaras) 
Edwin Sites 
Helen t·ialsh 
John D. McNulty 
Bell Telephone Co. 
Butera Auto Body Works. 
Egan Oil & Supply Co. 
Eagle Signal Corporation. 
Jaolc Friedman 
W. J. Lawless 
Morgan Evans Estate. 
Scranton Supply & Machinery 

Allan W. Smiles. 
Edwin A. Sites. 

Company. 

Civilian Defense. 
Special Work S5 Hrs. SO¢ 
Special Work 229 Hrs. SO¢ 
Preparing Liens. 

II II 

Petty Cash, Misc. 
Phones. 
Repairs. 
Hydraulic Oil. 
Motor. 
Bulbs. 
u Boomer Straps 11 

Iron for Signs. 

( 2) Cycle Gears. 
Key. 
Notary Fees, 131S Liens. 

$ 10.00 
6S.OO 

1S3. 20 
75.00 
60.00 
9-77 

39.55 
2.50 
2.S5 

13. 6o 
1.62 
3. 50 
1.80 

2.50 
.20 

659.00 
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Carl J. Burke, City Solicitor, Filing 630 Liens @ $1.25 
ea., and 638 Revivals 
® $1.00 $ 1,488.00 

James Halford. December 28th Bill, Alex 
Mushkin, Head for 1934 
Chevrolet Truck. 5.00 

Pennsylvania Coal Company. 

Carl J. Burke, City Solicitor. 

Interest in full to date 
on $750.00 Judgment. 250.00 

Fee, 1942 Bond Issue. 
Total 

l.a250.00 
$ 4,826.09 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above recommendations were ap... 
proved of as read, and ordered paid when sufficient funds are available. 

The following communication was received and read: 

To the Honorable Mayor and 
Members of City Council, 
Pittston, Pa. 

Gentlemen: 

Pittston, Penna. 
December 29th, 1942. 

I hereby tender you my resignation as 
Assistant Director of Accounts & Finance, effective as 
of December 31st, 1942. 

(S) 
Respectfully yours, 
James Patterson. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unan1mous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above resignation was accepted. 

The following cormnunication, dated December 3th, 1942, was re
ceived from the State Council of Defense, State Capttol, Harrisburg, Pa.: 

Mr. John D. McNulty, Property Officer 
Pittston Council of Defense 
City Hall, Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Dear Mr. McNulty:-
In reply to your letter dated December 

2, 1942 in connection with inability of your city to provide 
the necessary truck for mounting the front end pump. 

The rejection of the front mount pump 
will necessarily decrease the amount of equipment and 
other accessories that are issued with each pump, therefore 
we urge, that you do all in your power to secure. the services 
of a vehicle as listed on the attached sheet. Some communi
ties are making arrangements to use other than City-owned 
trucks for this purpose. 

On the other hand, if you cannot use the 
pump, please state the facts in a letter addressed to the 
Regional Office (Mailed to this Office) and it must be 
signed by the Mayor. 

(Signed) 

Very truly yours, 

Chas. E. Clark, 
State Property Officer 

Fred H. Ott 
Property control section. 
State Council of Defense. 



On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by ~IT. Walsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above communication was referred to Director 
of Public Safety, Mr. Turon. 

The following communication, dated December 21, 1942, was received 
from the Department of Highways, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; 

Mr. John D. McNulty, City Clerk 
City of Pittston, Pittston, Pa. 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

Kindly refer to your letter of December 3rd, 1942, 
and previous corre$pondence regarding the installation of traffic 
signals at the intersections of Main, Broad and Water Streets, Leg. 
Rt. 5, and North Main and Willia~s Streets, Leg. Rts. 5 and 232 in 
the City of Pittston, Luzerne County. 

Our study at these two locations has been completed and 
the Secretary of Highways has approved signal permits for each loca
tion. A photastatic copy of these permits #1016 dated December 11th, 
1942 covering the intersection of Main, Broad and \Vater Streets, and 
permit #1017 dated December 11th, 1942 covering the intersection of 
North Main and William Streets, is attached for your file. 

In view of the volume of traffic on Main Street at both of 
these locations, it is our opinion that pedestrian signals should not 
be installed and the permi·ts, therefore, do not include the operation 
of separate pedestrian periods at either of these locations. To in
clude separate intervals for pedestrian crossings at these locations 
wi:Ll result in considerable congestion to vehicl_,e traffic. 

The signals at these locations are to be ·installed in accord
ance with the attached permits providing for corner post installations 

-with the signals mounted in a vertical manner. It will be possible to 
operate both of ~hese intersections from one controller or separate syn
chronous motor controllers may be installed as desired by City officials. 
In order that our records will be complete regarding these matters, will 
you kindly advise when the signals are inst~lled in order that a survey 
may be made regarding the installation and operation of said ~quipment. 

Very truly yours, 

I. Lamont Hughes 
Secretary of Highways 

By Ray. F. Riegelmeier 
Traffic Engineer 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Gall of members present, the above cormnunication was ordered received and 
filed, the City Clerk being instructed to secure cost of installation of 
said traffic signals from the Crouse-Hinds Company, Syracuse, New York. 

The following communication, dated December 23th, 1942, addressed 
to the Mayor and City Council, was received from Martin J. Mulhall, Atty., 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.: 

Gentlemen: 

Sometime ago, as Attorney for Anna Armitage 
of Market Street, I brought an action of trespass 
against the City for· negligence. The negligence 
consisted in the accumulation of ice in front:of 
the Loughney premises on East Market Street, by 
reason of which Mrs. ~nna Armitage fell and broke 
her arm. 

She is somewhat advanced in years and the 
fracture has left her arm in rather poor shape. 



I am anxious to avoid the trial of the 
case if possible and my client has consented, provided 
the.City is willing, to settle the case for One Hundred 
Twenty-five ( $125.00) Dollars. 

It seems to me that in an action of trespass 
against a municipality such a settlement should be 
recommended by your body. 

Kindly let me know your attitude in the matter 
promptly so that I may govern myself accordingly. 

Very ·truly yours, 

MJM! tm (S) M. J. Mulhall 
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was re
ferred to the City Solicitor. 

The following co~nunication, dated December 12th, 1942, addressed 
to the Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, was received from the 
James Ferguson Estate: 

Gentlemen: 

This is to advise you that you hereby 
have our permission to remove tree from the front of 
our property situated at 56 Oliff Street, Pittston, Pa. 

Respectfully yours, 

James Ferguson Estate. 

By (S) Margaret Ferguson. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the City Clerk'·was instructed to have 
the Superintendent of Streets and Public Improvements arrange for the removal 
of the tree at his earliest convenience. 

The following communication, dated December 15th, 1942, addressed 
to the Mayor and City Council, was received from City Solicitor, Carl J. 

J Burke: 

In re: Burkel 
vs: Oi ty of Pittston 

Gentlemen: 
Herewith is a copy of a letter from Roscoe 

B. Smith, attorney for Burkel. 

I recommend that a check be issued in the 
sum of Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars, payable to 
Roscoe B. Smith and sent to me. 

I will deliver the check personally to 
Atty. Smith and make certain that the judgment is 
satisfied on the delivery of the same. 

OJB:tm 
Enclosure/1 

Very truly yours, 

(S) Carl J. Burke 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by unani
mous vote on Roll Call of members present, the above recommendations were 
approved of and the account ordered paid during the year 1943, as provision 
has been made in the 1943 Budget to provide for this account. 
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The following cow~unication, dated December 9th, 1942, addressed 
to Council of the City of Pittston, was received from the Leidy Electric 
Company, 201 Broad Street, Phillipsburg, N.J.: 

Gentlemen: 

At your request of last evening, we are pleased 
to present to you the following proposal-

We propose to furnish seven Federal sirens and 
all necessary controls, heavy duty buttons, relays 
and control center equipment as agreed upon with 
your Civilian Defense Organization for the sum of 
$1,520.00 f.o.b. Pittston, Pa. 

We further propose if order is placed with us 
promptly, to deliver the sirens, all necessary 
controls, heavy duty buttons and control center 
equipment in twenty-four hours. 

The relays to follow in a minimum number of days 
as the telephone company_ must advise us as to the 
characteristics required. 

Hoping to hear favorably from you by return mail. 

Copy forwarded to Chief 
of Police: Mr~ Leo Tierner 

(S) 

Yours for Victory, 
LEIDY ELECTRIC COMPANY 

H. E. Dickson, Pres. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr~ Sheridan, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above communication was ordered received 
and filed. 

Attorney Patrick Flannery appeared before Council and requested 
that he be permitted to again place before Council the case of John 
Marchulonis, Et Ux, vs: City of Pittston, No. g27 October Term, 1942. 

On motion of :Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the matter was referred to the City Solioi tor, Mr. Carl 
J. Burke. 

Permit application was received from the Stegmaier Brewing Company 
of Wilkes-Barre, to erect a Neon sign at 119 North Main Street, City. 

Application being approved of by the proper Department heads, 
on wotion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous vote upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above permit was granted. 

There being no further business, on motion of Mr. Sheridan, sec
onded by M:r. Turon, and upon Roll Call of members present, adjournment was ---
made. _ -~ "~' 

. --- APPROVED 
January 13, 1943. 

YEAS NAYS 
* G 

_/- ' ;/;::-;· 

ATTEST: ·._ ~~~ary 13, 1943. 

~~ft~ 
* w 1 
* T 2 

Absent s 
Absent R 

JOHN D. McNULTY 
CITY CLERK 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, JANUARY 13TH, 1943, AT 7:30 P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session, postponed 
from Tuesday, January 12th, 1943, today, Wednesday, January 13th, 1943, at 
7:30 P. M.~ with Director of Accounts and Finance, Mr. Grablick, presiding, 
and Coun.oilmen V!alsh and Turon present, Mayor Reilly and Councilman Sheridan 
being absent. 

Minutes of regular session of Tuesday, December 29th, 1942, were 
read, and upon motion of Mr. Y!alsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, were approved of as read and ordered 
filed. 

Mayor Reilly submitted report of Meter Collections received by 
his department for the month of December 1942, in the amount of $319.12. 

On motion of Hr~ Turon, seconded by.Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll Call of members 
present, the above report was ordered received and filed. 

City Treasurer M. P. Ruane submitted itemized report of receipts 
and disbursements of the City Treasurer)s Office for the month of December 
1942, reading as follows: 

Cash on Hand December lst, 1942 ..................•. $ 102,321.66 
Receipts During the Month.......................... 7,131.93 

Total $ 109,453.59 

Warrants Paid •.••.................•.......•.......• $ 63,512.t1 
Cash on Hand December 31st.......................... 45,941.1S 

Total ~ 109,453.59 

Cash on Hand, December 31st distributed to the 
following funds: 

General Fund . ............... 41 ................. o ............ $ 
Bond and Interest Account, 1923 ••.....••....••••••• 
Bond and Interest Account, 1935 •..................• 
Bond and Interest Account, 193S •••................. 
Funding and Improvement Bonds Account, 1942 •..•.••• 

Total $ 

32,200.00 
1,000.89 

El9El.l3 
312.33 

11,469.83 
45,94l.1El 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous vote upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered received and 
filed. 

City Treasurer, M. P. Ruane, submitted report dated December 
31, 1942, covering City Licenses issued by his office during the montp 
and reading as follows: 

John D. McNulty, City Cler-k 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Dear Mr. McNulty! 

I, herewith, submit my report of City License 
issued during the month of December 1942. 

License applied for by: Matt Kashuba, 
119 No Main Street, City erecting a 
Neon galvanized metal box sign. 
Granted Dec. 10, 1942. License #625 ..............•... $ 2.00 
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License applied for by~ Lena Barone, 
60 South Yain Street, City. One (1) 
pinball machine for period ending 
January 1, 1943. Granted December 
21, 1942. License #626 ............................ $ 25.00 

License applied for by: Western 
Union Telegraph Co., (license tax for 
year 194~) in City of Pittston, Pa. 
Granted Dec. 22, 1942. ck #8942 
License #627....................................... 30.00 

aw 

Total $ 57.00 

Respectfully submitted, 

(S) M. P. Ruane 
City Treasurer 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Call of me~ 
bers present, the above report was ordered received and filed. 

Sealer of Weights and Measures, Mr. Thomas Newcomb, submitted 
his report for the month of December, reading as follows: 

Honorable Mayor and 
Uembers of City Council, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 

January 12, 1943. 

The following is my report for the month of 
December, 1942: 

' I 
Person Scales 
Wagon Scales 
Counter Scales 
Oil Pumps 
Gasoline Pumps 
Prescription Scales 

Corrected and Sealed 

10 
1 
8 
2 

4 
Respectfully submitted, 

(s) Thomas Newcomb 
Sealer of Weights and 

Measures 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll Call of members 
present, the above report was ordered received and filed. 

Health Officer, Mr. Thomas Newcomb, submitted report for the 
month of December, reading as follows: 

Honorable Mayor and 
Members of Oi ty Council, 
Pitts ton, Pennsyl va..nia. 

Gentlemen: 

January 12th, 1943 

The following is my report for themonth 

of December, 1942: 



Monthly report sent to Medical Directore 
Weekly u 11 n 11 tt 

Visits to Beef Houses (each) •......... 3 
Health Cards issued to Restaurants ... 25 
One home under quarantine. 

TN:f 

Visits to eating places and restaurants 
(each) •..... 4 

One Warning Sign put up (No Dumping). 

(s) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas Newcomb 
Health Officer. 
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On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll Call of members 
present, the above report was ordered received and filed. 

FILE OF COIDTCIL NO. 435. AN ORDINANCE APPOIJ:JTING A CLERK TO TEE 
CITY COUNCIL OF CIVILIAN DEFENSE OF THE CITY OF PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, REG
ULATING THE DUTIES AHD QUALIFICATIONS ANEl FIXING THE COMPENSATION THEREOF, 
was read at length for the Third Time. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous vote upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above Ordinance was approved of as read, 
and passed upon Third and Final Reading. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3595. Pittston, Pennsylvania, January 13, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the Oi ty Council of the Oi ty of Pitts ton: 11 That it will be 
.necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and Police 
Clerks on the Force, for an additional Ten (10) Days, from December 30th, 
1942. II 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3596.£. Pittston, Pennsylvania, January 13, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the Oi ty Council of the Oi ty of Pittston: 11 That. it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force, for an additional Ten (10) Da.ys, from January 
9th' 1943. l1 

~n motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

Director of Accounts and Finance, Mr. 8. C. Grablick, in report 
dated January 12th, 1943, to the Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 
recommended payment of the following bills: 

Edwin Sites 
·Airport Sand and Gravel Company 
Barber Motor Oar Company 
V. E. Ohurchfield. 
Consumer's Gas & Oil Co. 
Consumer's Ice Company. 
Coal-0-Matic Stoker Company. 
Central Clay Products Co • ..._ 
C. B. Dolge Company. 
Wesley M. Evans. 
Eagen Hardware Company. 
Glen Suro~it Springs Water Co. 
Hall 1 s Nursery. 
Klein Auto Parts. 
Kehoe-McNamara 
LaBarre's Stationery Store. 
J. D. McNulty 
Mine Safety Appliances Company. 

(2) wks. Tax Duplicate 
Sand, etc. 
(l)Vision Mirror. 
Misc. repairs. 
Misc. supplies. 
Ice. 
Service on Stoker. 
Manhole Brick. 
Soap Powder. 
Misc. repair parts. 
Misc. supplies. 
Water (Various Offices) 
Christmas Decorations. 
Misc. parts, etc. 
City Controller (Bond Premium) 
Misc. Office Supplies. 
Postage Stamps. (Civilian Def.) 
(12) All Service Canisters. 

$ 50.00 
126.89 

. 75 
44.82 

11+.9.59 
52.75 
4.50 

36.00 
12.00 
19.75 
71.36 
9.00 

49.00 
24.40 
5.00 

42~95 
10.00 
48.75 
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P. F. Mitchell 
New York Casualty Company. 

New York Casualty Company. 
Newcomb Brothers. 
Pittston Oil Co., Inc. 
A. 8. Powers.· 
Pittston Printing Co. 
Hugh Ridall 
Scranton-Spring-~rook Water Oo. 
Stackhouse Auto Electric Co. 
The Scranton Electric Co. 
Tba Scranton Electric Co. 

Miscellaneous Supplies 
Bond Premium (Ruth E. O'Boyle) 

(Clerk) 
Bond, City Treasurer. 
Coal - December 1942. 
Gas-Oil, etc. 
Pipe, etc. 
Misc. Notices, etc. 
Repairs to Adding Machine. 
Misc. Buildings. 
Repairs to Concrete Mixer. 
Various Buildings. 
Street Lighting Dec. 1942. 
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100.00 
1,234.08 

14 7. 73 
166.75 

24.32 
31.50 
12.50 

164.16 
8.25 

63.48 
l, 006.45 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by p.nanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, tb~ above recownendations were 
approved of as read, and ordered paid:. 

The following proposal, dated January 11th, 1943, addressed to 
the City of Pittston, Broad Street, Pittston, Pennsylvania, was received 
and read: 

Gentlemen: 

Be advised that nrice on two (2) bag lOS Koehring 
Mixer is Three Hm1dred Thirty ($330.00) Dollars. 

Very truly yours, 

(s) Joseph.W. Alaimo. 

On motion of :Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Gall of members 
.present, the above proposal was accepted and approved for payment upon 
presentation of bill by Mr. Alaimo. 

The following communication, dated January 7th, 1943, ~as re
ceived and read: 

Mr. John D. McNulty, Property Officer 
City Hall, Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Dear .Mr. 11cl'Tul ty:-
This office bas never received 

OOD form 503 listing the motor characteristics of the 
truck on which you plan to mount the front end pump 
as allocated. 

Please maRe every effort to have the 
form completed-and returned to this office as soon as 
possible. 

If you have mislaid the form you will 
find a sample copy in the OOD Manual. 

Very truly yours, 

Obas. E. Clark, 
State Property Officer 

(s) Fred H. Ott 
Property Control Section 
State Council of Defense 

On motion of Mr. i;!alsb, seconded by :Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Call of members 
present, the above communication was ordered received and referred to the 
Director of Public Safety, Mr. Turon. 



J 

1035. 

The following report, dated December 31st, 1942, was received 
from Mr. G. W~ Bainbridge, Secretary-Treasurer.of the Pittston City Park 
Commission: 

Ron. John J. Reilly, Mayor and 
Members of Council. 

Gentlemen: 

With the closing of another year, your Park Commission 
desires to submit certain recommendations for your consideration 
during the coming months. 

We deeply regret, as you do, our inability to proceed 
during the past year with the erection of a suitable Athletic 
Field for the youth of our community. We wish to thank you 
gentlemen for your interest and untiring efforts in endeavoring 
to build and equipt such a field. Your cooperation was ap
preciated by the Park Oomndssion members. Solicitor Burke 
deserves our thanks for his time and efforts expended. 

V!e would recommend, however, that suitable leases 
be secured from the land owners so that, when the time comes, 
we can go ahead with our plans and a minimum of delay will be 
encountered. We feel that with a very small expense Gilmartin 
and West Parks could be flooded and made available for skating 
for our young folks. Good clean healthy recreation tends to 
build healthy minds and bodies. Certainly, in this old world 
in the future, men and women will be needed with str6ng:-minds 
and bodies. If we can contribute anything toward that.objective, 
surely we will be amply repaid for the small expense involved. 

We have always hoped the time would come when, in 
different sections of. the City, certain pieces of land could 
be set aside and made available for the young people to meet 
and play games. Not much expense would be involved and if, 
in the early Spring, such a plan was adopted, it could be 
completea before closing of schools. We recommend such action. 

·On a separate sheet, attached, you will find a state
ment of expense incurred during the year just closing, with no. 
receipts received. 

GWB::VJ3 

Yours respectfully 
Pittston City Park Commission 
By: 

(s) G. W. Bainbridge 

On motion of Mr~ Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous vote upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above communication was ordered received 
and filed. 

Permit Application was received from Nick Cichillett, 152 Panama 
Street, dated January 12th, 1943, to add an addition of Three (3 1

) Feet 
to a room 8Ft. by 8Ft., tO' nroperty at this address, approximate cost of 
addition, Seventy-Five ($75.) Dollars, work to be done by Pagnotti Coal Co. 

This application, having been approved of by the Chief of the Fire Departmen 
on motion of Mr. Turon, second~d by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll Call of members 
present, was approved. 

There Q~ipg no further business, motion was made by Mr. Walsh, seconded by 
Mr: T\.1-Fo_n~d by unanimous vote upon Boll Call of members present, to 
adJourn... >., 

- -~--~--- ,-. 

APPROVED 
January 26~ 1943. ___ 

YEAS NAYS 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

G 
w 
T 
s 
R 

JOHN D. MCNULTY 
CITY CLERK 

1 

2 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, JANUARY 26TH, 19,43, AT 7:30P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session Tuesday, January 
·26th, 1943, at 7:30P.M., with Mayor Reilly presiding, and all members of 
Council present . 

.Minutes of regular session of Wednesday, January 13th, were read, 
and upon motion of Hr. VJalsh, seconded by Hr. Sheridan, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, were approved of as read and ordered filed. 

Report of condition and application of the Sinking Fund for the 
year ending December 31st, 1942, was submitted by Messrs. Reilly, Ruane, 
and Grablick, and upon motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and 
by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, was approved of and 
ordered filed. 

EJLE OF COUNCIL NO. 41Q, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE VICTORY TAX DE
DUCTIONS FROM THE SALARIES AND h.A.GES OF CITY EMPI,OYEES TO BE HELD PENDING 
P.A.Y11ENT TO THE INTIBRNAL REVENUE COLLECTOR, was read at length, and on motion 
of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call 
of members present, was approved of as read on First Reading. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the rules were rescinded and File 
of Council No. 436 ordered read for a Second time. 

FILE OF COUI~OIL NO. 436, was read by :title for a second time, and upon 
motion of Mr. Shel~idan, seconded by Mr. 'Walsh, and upon Roll Call of members 
present, approved of as read on Second Reading. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3597. Pittston, Pennsylvania, January 26, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will be 

·necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and Police 
Clerks on the Force, for an additional Ten (10) Days, from January 19, 1943. 11 

On motion of ~rr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3593. Pittston, Pennsyl va.nia, January 26, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: ttThat, to correct 
error in 1942 Tax Duplicate, the Property Assessed Valuation of property 
in the name of Gertrude Voight, 100 LaGrange Street, lOth T"lard, be corrected 
to read Total Assessed Valuation- $1,600.00- instead of Total Assessed 
Valuation- $2,020.00. This is in accordance with Assessment for the year 
1941, as ~ell as 1943. 11 

On motion of N~. Walsh, seconded by 1rr. Turon, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3599. Pittston, Pennsylvania, January 26, 1943. BE IT R~ 
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That Joseph Fearick 
be, and, hereby, is appointed temporary Fire Truck Driver at the Eagle's 
Hose Company, effective as of January 23th, 1943 for the limited period of 
time allowed by law, there being no other eligibles certified. 11 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

The following communication, dated January 26, 1943, was received 
from Director of Accounts & Finance, Mr. S. C. Grablick: 

Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, 
Pittston, Pa. 

Gentlemen: 

Edwin Sites 
Al Walsh 

I hereby recommend payment of the following bills: 
2 Wks. Tax Duplicate $ 50.00 
Repairs to Damaged Fire 
Alarm Box No. 43 

Respectfully submitted, 
S. C. Grablick, Director, 
Accounts & Finance. 

21.25 
$ 71.25 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above recommendations were approved of and ordered 
paid. 

The following communication, dated January 25th, 1943, was re
ceived from Attorney John T. MulhaLl.: 

Pittston City Council, 
City Hall, Pittston, Pa. 

Attention John D. McNulty, Citv Clerk 

Gentlemen: 

In response to your recent request for the use of 
the B. I. Loftus Estate lot adjacent to the City, I have 
been directed to notify you that my clients, the heirs of said 
estate, are willing to grant the City the use of said lot for 
the erection of a Memorial to the local boys in the Armed 
Services. This, however, is conditioned upon the following 
conditions: (a) That the City enter into an agreement to · 
purchase the land from my clients, said purchase to be con
sumated prior to June 1, 1944 for the assessed valuation of 
the lot as it now a~pears on the records of the City Assessor; 
(b) That said lot be exonerated from the payment of City 
taxes from the date of the erection of the Memorial until 
such time as the above mentioned sale is completed. 

Kindly take this matter up at the Council meeting 
tomorrow evening, and let me know the pleasure of the Council 
in regard to the same. 

Very truly yours, 

JTM: tm (s) John T. MulhalL. 

On motion of Mr. 1''alsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was ordered 
received, and>referred to the City Solicitor for his attention and prepara
tion of agreement to conform with conditions as stated therein. 

The following communication, dated January 15th, 1943, was re
ceived from City Solicitor, Carl J. Burke: 

Mayor and City Council, 
Pittston, Pa. 

Gentlemen: 

In re: Anna Armitage 
vs: City of Pittston 

#=46L~ March Term~ 1942 

At a recent meeting of Council correspondence from 
M. J. Mulhall, counsel for Mrs. Armitage, was referred to 
me for an opinion. 

Suit has been brought to the above term and number 
and I understand that Mrs. Anna Armitage fell and broke her 
arni in front of the Loughney premises ~·n :Market Street, 
Pittston. 

While the City, under the law, could add as an ad
ditional defendant the owner of the premises in front of 
which Mrs. Armitage fell, this together with the necessary 
witnesses to defend the case might well run into the One 
Hundred Twenty-five · ($125.00) Dollars, which counsel for 
the plaintiff requests. 

It is my recommendation that this case be settled 
in the amount of One Hundred Twenty-five ($125.00) Dollars. 

Very truly yours, 
CJB: tm (s) Carl J. Burke 
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and unon Roll 
Call of members present, the above recommendation was accepted, and the alai 
in the amount of One Hundred Twenty-five ($125.00) Dollars, ordered paid. 

The following communication, dated January 15th, 1943, was re~ 
ceived from City Solicitor, Carl J. Burke: 

Mayor and City Council, 
Pittston, Pa. 

In re: 
vs: 

Gentlemen: 

Mrs. Anna Marchulonis 
City of Pittston 
No. 327 October Term, 
1942 

At a recent meeting of Council the above captioned 
suit against the City of Pittston was discussed and an 
opinion in writing was requested by the council. 

It is my oninion that the plaintiff in this case 
would have a difficult job in proving negligence on the 
part of the City. However, since suit has been started 
by Mrs. Mar chuloni s and her husband, there are certain 
dangers attached to every law suit and if a reasonable 
compromise could be effected it would, in my opinion, 
be the proper thing to do. 

To date the claimant has been requesting $750.00 
but this amount seems to be high due to the nature of 
the accident and an apparent lack of negligence on the 
City. 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of the bills and 
costs which amounts to $331.93. 

If this case could be compromised for a reasonable 
amount I recommend to Council that it be settled. 

CJB: tm 
Enclosure 

(s) 

Very truly yours, 

Oarl J. Bur~e. 

On motion of M:r. Turon, seconded by llh'. Grablick, and by unani
mous vote on Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk was instructed to 
make an offer in full settlement of this claim in the amount of $450.00, 
and if this amount be acceptable, that the same be approved of and ordered 
paid. 

The following comLr'lunication, dated January 16th, 19 113, and 
addressed to City Solicitor, Carl J. Burke, was received from Attorney 
Roscoe B. Smith: 

Carl J. Burke, 
Attorney-at-Law, 
Miners Bank Bldg., 
Pittston, Pa. 

Dear Mr. Burke: 

In Re: Catherine Burkel 
vs: Oitv of Pittston 

In resnonse to your letter of January 
13th in reference to the above captioned matter, en
closed you will find the lr.li thdrawal of Exceptions 
filed for and on behalf of the plaintiff in the above 
case. This will be filed as a matter of record at 
such time as is convenient for you to meet me at the 
Court House with a check in thjs matter in the sum of 
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$500.00 covering the amount of the verdict, with,in
terest thereon from February 26, 19'!2, and plaintiff 1 s 
record costs. These costs are as follows: 

Issuance of Summons, •............... $ 2.00 
Bheriffls costs, •.................. 6.60 
Cost of entering judgment, . . . . . . . . . . 2. 50 
Satisfaction, .......•.... .........• .30 
Interest (ll) Months@ .o6%, ....... 27.~0 

$3EL90 

Upon withdrawal of the exceptions, judg
ment will be entered in favor of the plaintiff, and 
upon receipt of your check, the same will be directed 
to be satisfied upon the record. 

Awaiting your re~ly as to when we can meet 
to close this rna tter, I remain,. 

RBS/f 
Encl. 

Very truly yours, 

(s) Roscoe B. Smith 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, same was approved of and 
the total amount of $33.90 ordered paid. 

The following communication, dated January 18th, 1943, was re
ceived from Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Justice, Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, George W. Keitel, Deputy Attorney General: 

Mr. S. C. Andaloro, 
Director of Accounts and Finance, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Dear Sir: 
Under date of March 24, 1941, 

you indicated to me that the City of 
Pittston would be able to pay the claim 
of the Department of Highways in the 
amount of $3,432.50 when the State Liquor 
license fees for 1940 had been received. 

Please advise me what steus 
you have taken toward the payment of this 
claim. 

(s) 
Very truly yours, 
George W. Keitel, 

,Deputy Attorney General. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and on Roll 
Call of members present, the same was referred to the attention of the 
City Solicitor. 

Communication dated December 15, 1942, with further reference 
to letter of December 9, 1942, from City Engineer Thomas J. Halsey, con
cerning steps and condition of the vralks at the Church Street entrance 
to the D.P.A. Offices, was received from City Solicitor Carl J. Burke: 

Mayor and City Council, 
City Hall, Pittston, Pa. 

Gentlemen: 
Herewith is a letter from City Engineer 

Halsey. It is the opinion of the writer that this 
job should be taken care of as soon as_-possible 
in order to eliminate any possibility of future 
liability on the City. 

CJB: tm. 
Enclosure/ I 

Very truly yotrrs, 
(s) Carl J. Burke. 



' .-

1090. 

On motion of Mr. ~alsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and on Roll 
Call of members present, the same was referred to the attention of the Stree 
Commissioner, as well as the City Engineer Mr. Halsey, for estimate of costs 
to complete this work. It was also included in the same motion that the 
Street Commissioner and City Engineer prepare and submit estimate of costs 
of repairs to corner of West Oak and Johnson Streets. 

The following communication, dated January 21st, 1943, was re
ceived from Assistant City Engineer, Mr. Leo Fasciana: 

To the Mayor and Members of Council, 
Oity Hall, Pittston, Pa. 

Gentlemen: 

With the indefinite shutdown of the W. P. A. 
sideTialk project, it is requested that moneys, paid in ad
vance for sidewalk construction yet unfinished, be refunded 
to the following property owners: 

Herman Lanser 111 Cornelia St. · 

Patrick F. Lynn 117 Market St. 

A. S. Powers 103 Broad St. 

Mai'y Rebek 
(Olshesky Est.) 2 Oliff St. 

Michael Moskurak 57 Thistle St. 

Mxs. F. Moleski68-70 Union St. 

Sid~walk $49.50 
Curb 16.10 
Total $65 .. 60 

Sidewalk $35.35 

Sidewalk $24.30 

Sidewalk $35.10 
Curb 12.00 
Total $47.10 

Curb $10.12 

Sidewalk $30.00 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leo Fasciana, 
Ass 1 t Engineer. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by 1vlr. Walsh, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above refunds were approved 
of and ordered paid. 

The following comrm.mica tion, dated January 26, 194 3, vras re
ceived from Mr. Paul J. Feariclc, 274 S. Main St., City: 

To the Hayor and Council of 
the City of Pittston. 

Gentlemen: 

Having been inducted into the Army, I wish to 
apply for an indefinite leave of absence from ri1y posi
tion as driver in the Fire Department of the City of 
Pittston. 

( s) 
Respectfully requested, 
Paul J. Fearick 
274 S. Main St. 
Pittston, Pa. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above request was 
granted for the duration of the VJar, effective January 27, 194 3. 
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On motion of Hr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and on Roll 
Call of members presen-t, the City Clerk was instructed to request the 
Secretary of the Civil 8ervice Board Mr. Francis A. Earley, to set a 
date for examination of applicants for the Fire and Police Departments. 

On motion of Mr. Grab lick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the Oi ty Clerk was instructed 
to advertise for bids on(l}2--3 Ton Used Truck Chassis equipped with dump 
body and 1 Standard 4-Door Sedan Oar for Police Department. 

Committee from the Eagles and Niagara Fire Companies appeared 
before Council, concerning the engaging of emergency Firemen to act during 
the present emergency, and to fill the ranks of depleted regular Firemen 
now serving in the armed forces, as vrell as the Defense Plants tb.ruughout 
the Country. It was stated by the Committee that any emergency Firemen 
added would not be eligible for membership in the Firemen's Relief Associa
tion. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, permission was granted the 
Committee to engage necessary firemen as requested, subj eot to conditions 
stated therein, but to be paid at the regular rate of pay for volunteer 
firemen, and also be covered by the compensation laws applicable to present 
Volunteer and Regular paid Firemen. 

Mr. Harry Levin, North Y4in Street, City, appeared before 
Council, and requested that consideration be given to his present Tax 
Assessment Valuation. 

Council informed Mr. Levin that if reductions were granted the 
various applicants who appeared before the Board of Revision of Taxes and 
Appeals, that it would be necessary to increase the tax milleage. Council 
also stated that in their opinion, present Assessment was fair, but would, 
Jtn.owever, give the matter their furthel~ consideration. 

There being no further business, a motion for adjournment 
was made by Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by clear vote of 
members present1 adjournment was made. 

APPROVED 
February 9, 1943. 

Yeas Nays 
Absent G 

* T 2 
*: s 
* w 1 
* R 

John D. McNulty 
City Clerk 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, FEBRUARY 9TH, 1943, AT 7:30 P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session, Tuesday, 
February 9th, 1943, at 7:30P.M., with Mayor Reilly presiding, and all_ 
members of Council present, with the exception of Councilman Grablick, 
who was absent. 
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Minutes of regular session of Tuesday, January 26th, were read, 
and upon motion of lff.r. lialsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Gall of 
members present, were annroved of as read, and ordered filed. · 

Mayor Reilly submitted report of Fines and Meter Collections 
received by his department for the month of January, 1?43, reading as 
follows: 

Parking Meter Fees ............. $ 
Parking Violations ............ . 
Violations of Oity Ordinance ••• 

Total $ 

15~. 25 
7.00 

10.00 
175.25 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unani
mous vote u9on Roll Call of members present, the above renort VTas ordered 
received and filed. 

City Treasurer M. P. Ruane submitted itemized renort of Receipts 
and Disbursements of the City Treasurer 1 s O~fice for the month of January, 
1943, reading as follows: 

Gash on Hand, January 1st, 1943 ...............• $ 
Receipts During the Month .....................• 

· Total $ 

Warrants P ai d . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . • • .. . • . . . . . . . . $ 
Cash on Hand, January 31st •............•....... 

Total $ 

Cash on Hand, January 31st, distributed to 
the following Funds: 

General Fund .................................... ~5 
Bond and Interest Account, 1923 ............... . 
Bond and Interest Account, 1935 .•.•............ 
Bond and Interest Account, 1938 ............... . 
Funding and Improvement Bonds Account, 1942 ... . 
Victory Tax Funds (City Employees) ............• 

Total $ 

45,941.1~ 
17,136.14 
63 '077 .32 

21,0g4.9g 
41,992.34 
63,077-32 

41.992.34 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered 
received and filed. 

Oi ty Treasurer M. P. Ruane submitted report dated January 30, 
1943, covering City License issued by his office during the month, and 
reading as follows: 

License applied for by: Harry Edelstein 
R-155 No Main Street, Pittston, Penna. 
Collection of rags, paper and metal, etc. 
Section #31 City Ordinance. 
Granted Jan. 4, 1943, license #62g ........... $10.00 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above report \'7aS ordered 
received and filed. 
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Report for the month of January, 1943, ~as submitted by Sealer 
of Weights and Measures, Mr. Thomas Newcomb, reading as follows: 

Gasoline Pumps 
Person Weighers 
Oil Pumps. 
Counter Scales 
Beam Scales 
Wagon Scales 

Corrected and Sealed 
3 

10 
.6 
10 
4. 
1 

On motion of Mr. V!alsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and on Roll Call of members 
present, the above re~ort was ordered received and filed. 

Report for the month of January 19~-3, was submitted by Health 
Officer Mr. Thomas Newcomb, reading as follows: 

Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 
The following is my re-:;:>ort for the month of 

January, 1943: 

vJeekly report sent to the Hedical Director. 
Monthly renort sent to the Medical Director. 
Visits to Beef Houses (each) ................ 4 
Health Certificates Issued and on File ....• 35 
Visits to Eating Houses and Restaurants ...• 3 
Homes under quarantine and released. . . . . . . . 2 

(s) 
Respectfully submitted, 
Thomas Newcomb, Health Officer. 

On motion of Mr. VJalsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon 
Roll Call of mer;:bers present, the above report was ordered received and 
filed. 

FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 436, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE VICTORY TAX 
DEDUCTIONS FROM THE SALARIES AHD \:AGES OF CITY l£MPLOYEES TO BE HELD 
PENDING PAYMEET TO THE: INTiERNAL REVENUE COLLECTOR, was read in its 
entirety for the Third time, and on motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by 
]u. Sheridan, and by unanimous·vote on Roll Call of members present, 
was approved and pas~ed on Third and Final Reading. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3600. Pittston, Pennsylvania, February 9th, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force, for an additional Ten (10) Day~, from January 
29th, 1943. 11 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and on Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLtJTION_!O. 3601. Pittston, Pennsylvania, February 9, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force·, for an additional Ten (10) Days, from Feb-
ruary gth, 1943. 11 · 

On motion of Mr. tralsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote on Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution···was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3602. Pittston, Pennsylvania, February 9, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That the regular 
meeting date of City Council, be changed from the second and last Tuesday 
of each month, to the second and last Thursday of each month. 11 
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On motion of Mr. 1.'!alsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and ~n Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3603. Pittston, Pennsylvania, February 9, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That the uresent 
Chief City Assessor, as well as the present Sub-Assessors, whose term of 

' office expired January 1st, 1943, be re-appointed, f:or One (1) year, ef
fective from January ls t, 1943. 11 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. halsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3604. Pittston, Pennsylvania, February 9, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: "That Mr. Stanley 
Leonard be appointed Grand Marshal of parade to be conducted in connection 
with dedication of Honor Roll, Monday February 22nd, 1943. 11 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by M:r. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

Director of Accounts and Finance, Mr. S.C. Grablick, in letter 
dated February 9th, 19u-3, addressed to the Honorable Mayor and Members of 
City Council. recommended payment of the following bills: 

Adonizio Insurance Agency 
Airport Sand and Gravel Company 
Bell Telephone Co. of Penna. 
Carl J. Burke 
William P. Bonser 
Barber Motor Car Co • 
Clarkson Chemical Co. 
V. E. Churchfield 
Consumer 1 s Ice Co. 
Franconi Auto Parts 
Harry C. Hu.TJ.t 
Klein Auto Parts Co. 
Kehoe & McNamara 
LaBarre 1 s Stationery Sto.re. 
Ludwig's Hardware 
League of 3rd Class Cities of Pa. 
P • F • Mit c he 11 
Newcomb Bros. 
The Pittston Gazette Co. 
M. V. Quinn Agency 
The Scranton Electric Co. 

II II II II 

Scranton Spring Brook i'Jater Co. 
Allan W. Smiles. 

Insurance 
Sand, etc. 
Phones. 
Liens. 
Repair Parts. 

II II 

Disenfectant, etc. 
Repairs-lights, etc. 
Ice. 
(1) Sealed G. E. Unit 
Plumbers 1 License Book 
(1) Regulator 
Insurance. 
Supplies, etc. 
Misc. supplies. 
Dues, etc. 
Cement, etc. 
Coal. 
Programs. 
Insurance. 
Light Service. 
Street Lighting. 
Water Service. 
Keys. 
Bond Premiums. 
2 Wks. 

$ 21.56 
34.33 
47.45 
1.00 
2.55 
7.10 

25.60 
11.12 
26.00 

-73 
13.~5 

5.00 
21. 5~ 
10.35 
39.73 

161.00 
71.04 

169. 0~ 
9. 50 

20.13 
63.33 

1,006.45 
14~.63 

.70 
55.00 
50.00 

New York Casualty Co. 
Ed. A. Sites:~ 
Jackson Mfg. Co. Manufacture & Install Honor 

Roll. 470.00 
Jan . ) 313. 40 

It 504.00 
$3·}C320.31 

Niagara Hose Co'. 
Eagle Hose Co. 

Vol. Firemen(Nov., Dec., 
II II II II 

Total 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above recommendations vrere approved of as 
read and ordered paid. 

The following communication, dated February 5th, 1943, was 
received from Mr. V!. 01 Schmink, Superintendent, Luzerne County Department 
of Highways, Comraonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

Pittston City Hall, Broad Street, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Dear Sir: 
Effective at midnight on February 9, 1943, 

your Agreement Number 263 covering the rental of a 



plot of ground for storing road or bridge building mate 
erial, is cancelled. 

Very truly yours, 
(s) W. C. Schmink, . 

Superintendent 
District 4-3 
Luzerne County. 
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On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above communication was ordered received and 
filed. 

The following com'··:unica tion, addressed to Carl J. Burke, Esquire, 
Miners Bank Building, Pittston, Ea., was submitted to City Council: 

Dear Mr . Burke : 

Regarding the Fred Jennings plot on Spring and Kennedy Streets, 
this City, we wish to advise you that there is a total of 
$1534.36 in taxes due on the property of which $446 .. "6-5 is due 
to the City. This last item covers the following years: 

1932 balance of taxes and lien 
1939 tax and lien 
1940 tax 
1941 tax 
1942 tax 

Total 

$ 10.29 
108L30 
109.30 
109.3g 
l09.3g 

As to the sales price for the property I am instructed to 
quote $3000.00 from which, of course, the taxes must be 
cleared. As to your proposal to rent for the remainder 
of this year in consideration of the 1943 city taxes, I 
wish to inform you that the same meets with the apuroval 
of all concerned, on condition that the agreement be drawn 
up for the purchase of the property by the City immediately 
after January 1, 1944. 

Please inform me what action is taken by City Council 
and oblige. 

Very truly yours, 

(S) 8. C. Battisti, 
Asst. Secy-Treas. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll C811 of members present, the above communioation was 
ordered received and filed. 

The following communication was received from the Scranton 
Claim Department Office of the Employers' Group Insurance Company: 

City of Pittston, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Attention: Mr. John D. McNulty, City Clerk 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 
RE: NORA McHALE - CITY OF PITTSTON 

Con£irming our personal interview of January 26th, 1943, 
at which time I informed you that the above captioned 
claim was not covered under tbe Policy of Insurance 
carried by the. City of Pittston with this Corporation 
for the following reasons: 
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There would be no coverage under the Policy GL-181655 
inasmuch as Mrs. McHale fell on the steus of the DPA 
Building, and there are no Buildings co~ered under this 
Policy. Furthermore, the City of Pittston has not control 
over the Building itself. 

There is no coverage under Policy 0-102147 as the ex
cavation and work performed on the streets and pavement 
in this area was started October 1st, 1940 and was com
pleted November 22nd 1940, and this Policy was not effec
tive until July 2nd 1942. 

In the event that the City of Pittston is involved in 
litigation as a result of this accident we shall be 
pleased to cooperate with the City Solicitor, Mr. Carl J. 
Burke, by furnishing him with all of the details dis
closed by our inventigationa 

Kindest personal regards. 

( s) . 
Very truly yours, 
E.T.Nichols. 
Superintendent 
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On motion of Mr. Vlalsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above communication was ordered received 
and filed. 

The following communication from the Kehoe-McNamara Insurance 
Company, dated February lst, 1943, was received and.read: 

City of Pittston 
City Hall, Pittston, Pa. 

Re: Pol. GLPL-181655-City of Pittston 
Gentlemen: 

It has just come to the attention of the Home Office 
that when issuing the above policy, which is the one covering 
the streets and roads, the regular endorsement had been omitted. 
Same has been issued at this time and is enclosed herewith, 
which I believe you will find in order as it merely states ·that 
the insurance applies only to the existence of the streets and 
roads and sidewalks, which is the purpose of the coverage under 
the policy. · 

I am sorry that this had not come to our attention 
before this late date. 

(s) 
Very truly yours; 
Kehoe & McNamara 
John 0. McNamara 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above communication was referred to 
the City Solicitor. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk was in
structed. to renew insurance coverage on City Hall Building and Offices, 
expiring February 23rd, 1943, with the same Insurance Agencies now 
carrying said Insurance, with the exception of $10,000.00, now carried by 
the Bert Ardoline Agency, $6,500.00 by the Thomas English Agency, and 
$5,000.00 by the Qscar H. Phillips Agency, these amounts to be placed 
with the following Agencies: Oliver Burke Agency, $8,000.00; John Jordan 
Agency, $4,000.00; James Mogavero Agency, $5,000.00; Kehoe-McNamara Agency, 
$2,500.00, and M.· V. Quinn Agency, $2,000.00, and that the Honor Roll 
Service Board be insured for $500.00. 
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City Councilman Joseph A. Walsh, very generously offered to the 
Mayor and Members of City Council, to _donate a Six by Ten f6txlO') American 
Flag, together with a 50 1 Steel Flagpole, and to provide for the erection 
of same on the same plot of ground adjoining the City Hall, and upon which 
is erected the Service Honor Roll, the Flagpole to be erected and ready 
for the dedication of the Honor Roll February 22nd, 1943. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, ~.ir. 'Walsh, himself, not voting, that the said 
Flag and Flagpole be accepted and Mr. Y:alsh commended for his very generous 
offer. 

Mr. Arthur Fullagar, of· the Veterans of Foreign l.!a.rs, extended, 
in behalf of the S.eventh11ard Service Club, a:a invitation to the Mayor and 
Members of City Council, to attend dedication of Seventh Ward Honor Roll, 
Sunday February 14,1943, at 3!30 P.M ... , corner of North llain and William 
Streets. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, lrr. Fullagarrs invitation was 
gladly accepted, with thanks. 

Mr. Buren, of the Spanish American War Veterans, addressed 
Council in behalf of an Honor Roll that they, the Veterans of the Spanish 
American mar, would like to have placed in the Pittston Post Office, if 
permission would be granted by the Postal Authorities. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Hr. Turon, and by unani
mous vote on Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk was instructed 
to obtain price on said Honor Roll, to provide for 250 names, and to 
endeavor to secure permission from the Postal Authorities to er-ect same in 
City Post Office Building, as per their request. 

The1·e being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Turon, 
seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members 
presen~, to adjourn. 

APPROVED 
February 27th, 1943. 

YEAS NAYS 
* G 2 
* w 1 

Absent T 
Absent S 

* R 
JOHN D. McNULTY 

/ - ~,',..,., CITY CLERK 
-. -' /.:· 



PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, FEBRUARY 27TH, 1943, AT 3:30 P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session postponed 
from Thursday, February 25th, 1943, to today, February 27th, 1943, at 
3:30 P.l1., with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding, Councilinen Grablick and 
Walsh, present, Councilmen Sheridan and Turon being absent. 

Minutes of regular session of Tuesday, February 9th were read, 
and upon motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Grabli ck, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, approved of as read, and ordered 
filed. 

RESOLUTION NO. 36Q5.. Pittston, Pennsylvania, February 27th, 1943. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will 
be necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force, for an additional Ten (10) Days, from February 
18th, 1943. II 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimousc vote 
upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3606. Pittston, Pennsylvania, February 27th, 1943. 
1 BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will 

be necessary to extend the positions of the 8Decial Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force, for an additional Ten (10) Days, from February 
28th, 19L~3. 11 

·-· 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous vote 
upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution vJas adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3607. Pittston, Pennsylvania, February 27th, 1943. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: That Abatement 
of taxes for the years 1937 to 19!.1.2, inclusive, upon recommendation by City 
Asse2sor John IL Dobbie, be granted to Hichael Eiskinis, 28 New Street, 
Third t'ard, on the assessed valuation Gf $125.00, for each year for Gara?·e 
which Mr . .Miskinis never had. Further, that the abatement for the years 
1937, 1938 and 1939, be applied against taxes due for the year 1939, since 
the 1937 and 1938 taxes 11ere already paid, and that the abatement for the 
years 1940 to 1942, inclusive, be applied to the taxes due for respective 
years involved. 11 

,. 
On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. ·walsh, and by unanimous vote 
upon Roll Call of me·~ers present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

Director of Accounts and Finance, Mr. S. C. GTablick, in letter 
dated February 27th, 1943, addressed to the Honorable Mayor and Members 
of Council, recommended payrnent of the following bills: 

LaBarre's Stationery Store 
Pittston Oil Co. 
Allan W. Smiles. 
Klein Auto Parts Co. 
Franconi Auto Parts. 
Egan Oil & Su9ply Co. 
Edwin A. Sites. 
J. D. McNulty. 
Jackson Mfg. Co. 
Petty Cash. 
Stanley Shacochius. 

John A. Allan .. 
bliver Burke & Son. 
Josephine G. Cohan. 
John Jordan's 8ons. 
James :Mogavero. 
P • A. Sa:nmon. 
M.A. Schwartzkouf. 
Fr~nk P Scrudato. 
Ar whur tullagar. 

(1) Time Book. $ 
Gas, Oil, etc. 
Repair Locks, etc. 
Misc. repair parts. 
Hisc. Parts. 
Gas, Oil, etc. 
Preparation, Tax Duplicate. 
Posta~e Stamus. Civ. Defense. 
Additions to-Honor Roll. 
Miscellaneous Items 
Pictures of Honor Roll Dedica

tion. 
Insurance on Purimer. 

II II City Hall. 
II II II II 
It It II n· 
fl tl If 11 
II II II 11 

If If II n 
II II II n 
tl II n If 

$ 

. 50 
3.22 
2.00 

21.77 
14-.69 
36.23 
70.00 
20.00 
15.00 

9.22 

9.00 
5.00 

23.00 

3~:1~ 
23.06 

gi:gi 
10.00 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and upon Roll Call of 
members present, the above recomrnen'dations were approved of as read, and 
ordered paid. 

Agreement for sale of lot of land adjacent to City Hall Building, 
on Broad Street, and owned by the heirs of the B. I. Loftus Estate, was 
presented to Council by Attorney John J. Mulhall, representing the heirs of 
said Estate. 

On motion of Mr. G1~ablick, seconded by Hr. vlalsh, and by unanimous vote 
on Roll Call of members present, the Agreement was approv.ed of as re~d, 
and the proper officers authorized to execute said agreement. 

The following communication, dated January 25th, 19U.3, was re
ceived from City Assessor, John M. Dobbie: 

Hon.o·rable Mayor and 
Members of City Council, 
Pittston, Pa. 

Gentlemen: 

Jan. 25, 1943. 

Upon complaint of Michael Miskinis, 2g New Street, 
Third Ward, City of Pittston, I have checked the 
Assessment records for the years 1937 to 1942, 
inclusive, and find that for the years involved, 
Mr. Miskinis was assessed for each of these years, 
$125.00, for a Garage which he never had. 

My investigation is based uuon information, re
ceived from reliable sources, which, I am sa tis
fied, is true and correct, and for that reason, 
I do not hesitate in recommending to your Honora
ble Body that an abatement of taxes for the years 
involved, be granted. 

(s) 
Very truly yours, 
John M. Dobbie, City Assessor 
Per J.D. McNulty, City Clerk 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by 1fT. Grablick, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above recommendation was ae
cepted, and an abatement granted for the years involved. 

The following c01mnunication, dated February 12th, 1943, was re
ceived from the Gar Wood Industries, Inc., Philadelphia, Fa.: 

City of Pittston, 
City Hall, 
Pittston, Penna. 

Att~ Mr. J. D. McNulty, City Clerk. 

Gentlemen: 

In reply to your letter of January 23th regarding 
your Purchase Order #579g covering a 9-yd. Load
Packer we wish to advise that we have ordered this 
from our factory to be mounted on a 1940 Internation
al Harvester Chassis, Hodel DS-40, with a whe~lbase of 
153 11 and 34 11 from back of cab to the center line of 
the rear axle. 

If there is any change in the specifications of this 
truck ulease advise us at once so that we can arrange 
to advise our engineering department so that they 
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will be in position to make any·necessary changes 
if the specifications are other than mentioned 
above. 

We understand from our Mr. Koehler that if there 
are any alterations to be made on the truck that 
it will ~robably be done by the company in 
Philadelphia by the name of vJilliam & Harvey 
Rowland, Inc., and if this is correct you could 
arrange to have the chassis delivered to them 
after we receive information that the body has 
been shipped, and this would give them ample 
time to do the work before the body would be de
livered to us for the installation. 

We trust this information is clear to you, and 
wish to thank you for your cooperation in the 
past. 

AED:ER ( s) 

Very truly yours, 

GAR WOOD INBUSTRIES, HTC., 
A. E. Hilderley, Manager 

1100. 

On motion of Mr. Grablic~, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll Call of 
members present, the above dommunication was ordered received and filed. 

The following communication, dated February lgth, 1943, was 
received from City Solicitor, Carl J. Burke: 

John D. McNulty, City Clerk, 
City Hall, Pittston, Pa. 

Dear Sir: 
The letter from George W. Keitel, Deputy 

Attorney General, dated January lS, 1943, a copy of 
which was sent to me has been received. 

The claim of the Department of Highways 
in the amount of $34~2.50, in my opinion, -should 
be thoroughly investigated. Nay·I suggest that 
you chedlc the records to determine if any agreement can 
be found authorizing this work, and present the entire 
file at the next Council meeting for their consideration? 

Very truly yours, 

( S ) Oar 1 J . Burke , 
City Solicitor. 

On motion of Hr. Grab lick, seconded '!Jy r~r. Tialsh, and unon Roll Call of 
members present, the above communication vras ordered received and filed. 

The following. communication, dated February 17, l())J-3, was re
ceived from the Federal VJorks Agency, Vlorks Projects Administration, 
Scranton, Penna.: 

Mr. John McNulty, Secretary 
Pittston City Council, 
Pittston, I'enn 1 a 

29412 
Dear Sir: 

Feb. 17, 1943 
09-5131 

The -purnose of this letter is to confirm the action of 



our Area Office in notifying you verbally regarding the 
termination of projects operating under your S!)Qnsorship. 

In accordance with an order issued by the State Adminis
trator for the Tiork Projects Administration, all projects 
sponsored by tovmsl1ips, ~JOl'oughs, cities, school boards, 
etc., must be terminated by April 15, 19~3- In order 
that t:':le termination of all cucL projects may be effected 
by April 15, 19U3, it is necessary that all presently op
erating projects v-~:ich cprmot be fully co:-Dpleted prior 
to that dB. te be term ina ted i:11"'>edia tely U1JOn completion 
of useful units. In the event a usef~l ~nit ca~not be 
completed, it is necessary that im~nediate steps be taken 
to close such projects in an orderly manner. 

It is realized that the wi thdra1""al of VJPA may place some 
sponsors in an undesirable position, and although we can 
appreciate any symuathize with such conditions, the offi
cial order directing liquidation of the program leaves no 
alternative. However, in the event you choose to continue 
operations at your own expense after withdrawal of WPA, 
every possible aid will be extended in meeting your prob
lems. It is felt that in most instances present project 
personnel has proven satisfactory. Therefore, it is our 
hope that if you decide to carry on the work, considera
tion will be given the possibility of employing present 
worke1~s. 

'VIe wish to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
past cooperation and assistance in providing a means of 
livelihood for persons for whom no there employment vras 
available and to inform you that our relationshin has 
been considered most pleasant. 

1101. 

! Yours very truly, 
.___] 

(s) F. C. Boldry, District Director 
Div of Engtneering & Constrtiction 

For U. Frank Snyder 
District !viana2'er 
Dist:rict #1 _, 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by lh'. V!alsh, and on Roll Call of 
members present, tlw above communication was ordered received and filed. 

The following comn'llmication, dated Februc;try 20th, lqlL3, was 
received from Arthur FullagHr, 55 Horth Main Street, City: 

Mayor John J. neilly and "Pittston City Council, 
Pittston City Hall, Broad St., P~ttston, Pa. 

Gentlemen: 
The Members of the Seventh ~-:ard Service Club 

1."'ishes to thank you for your sulend id cooperation in 
connection with the Dedication of the Honor Roll. 

We wish to express our gratitude for the wor:c 
on the erecting of the stand making the occasion T'!orth 

If we can be of any service to you we want you 
to feel free to call on us. 

Sincerely you!:'s, 

(s) Arthur Fullagar, Pres. 

On motim!. of Ilr. Gra'Jlick, seconded by Hr. Falsh, and by unani
mous vote on Roll CC!.ll of L>'lem1)ers -oresent, the above cor:u1unication v:ras 
ordered received and filed. 



1102. 

Estimate of Wall and Sidewalk along Church Street at D.P.A. 
Building, as well as cobble gutter on southerly side of Johnson Street, 
north of Oak Street, presented by City Engineer Hr. Thomas J. Halsey, 
was received and read. 

On motion of Hr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Nalsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above estimate was ordered received and filed. 

Communication dated February 24th, 1943, was received from James 
M. Evans, Chairman, Boy Scouts of Greater Pittston Area: 

To the Mayor and Members of City Council, 
City Hall, Broad Street, Pittston, Pa. 

Gentlemen: 
As Chairman of the Greater Pittston 

Boy ::lcout Organization, I am planning a series of 
six Lectures, commencing on Monday, :March Sth, 
1943, and continuing each Monday thereafter, for a 
period of 6 weeks. 

These lectures are to cover Boy 
Scout training, as well as training of Boy Scout 
Masters, and.will be confined to not more than 
one hour for each lecture. For this purpose, 
I am asking your Honorable Body for permission 
to conduct said lectures in the City Council 
Chambers. 

Trusting you will see your nay 
cle.ar to grant this permission, I am 

(s) 

Very truly yours, 

James M. Evans, 
Chairman, 
Boy Scouts of Greater 
Pittston Area. 

On motion of J<:!r. v:alsh, seconded by Hr. Graolick, and upon Roll Call of 
members present, Hr. Evans was gran ted permission to conduct lectures re
ferred to, the!ein. 

The following communication, dated February 15th, 19113, was re
ceived from the Commonweal tb of Pennsylvania, Denartment of Forests r.:md 
Waters, Harrisburg, Pa.: 

City of Pittston, 
Luzerne County, 
Pittston, Penna. 

Gentlemen: 

Feb. 15, 1943 

The v:a ter and Power Resources Board, at its meeting on 
February lOth, 19tJ.3, g-ranted your request, filed December 
29th, 1942, for an extension of time l'li thin which to 
complete the construction of a culvert along Laurel 
Line Creek, between Frothingham and Plank streets, in 
Pittston, Luzerne County, and the tim.e for completion of 
the work is extended to January lst of the second year sub
sequent to the termination of the present war emergency 
as terminated by Resolution of Congress or Proclamation of 
the President of the United States. 

(8EAL) 

(Signed:) 
( s) 

Very truly yours, 
;;,AT1TR AND ·POVLi~R R4:S0UR01GS BOARD 
By Jas. A. Kell, Chairman. 

W. 1-..::. Kirkpatrick, Secretary._ 
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll Call of 
members present, the above communication was orc'iered received and filed. 

The Safety First Supply Company, Pittsburgh, Pa., in reply to 
inquiry by the City Clerk on February 5th, 1943, submitted a price, $395.00, 
for Fox Portable Model, E & J Resuscitator, Inhalator, and As-pirator, com
plete, f.o.b. Pittston, Pa. 

--1 On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Vlalsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the Purchasing Agent was instructed to nurchase the 
same, at price stated therein. 

The City Clerk stated that three (3)···Bids, properly sealed and 
ma:rked,according to specifications, had been received on Police Oar, and 
one (1) Bid, properly sealed and marked, on used truck. 

On motion of Hr. Graolick, seconded by Hr. ·,·'a.lsh, a:•ld upon Roll Call of 
members present, the City Clerk was instructed to open and read said bids. 

Upon reading of said bids at length, and on motion of Mr. Grablick ' 
seconded by Hr. \;alsh, and upon Roll Call of members present, were referred 
to Oommi ttee of Council for tabulation, repor-t of said Committee to be 
submitted to next meet:i.ng of Council for final dis-position. 

There being no further business, motion 1'!as made by Hr. "llalsh, 
seconded by Mr. Gra-olick, and on Roll Call of members present, to adjourn. 

APPROVED 
March 6th, 1943 

YEAS NAYS 
Absent G 

* w 1 
* T 2 
* 8 
* R 
JOHN D. MCNULTY 

CITY CLERK 

---------------------------------------------------------------------~------------------~ 
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!:ITTSTONJ PENNSYLVANIA, ~EARCH ?TH, 1943, at 3:00 P. M. 

Pittston City Council convened in special session 
Saturday, March 6th, 1943, at 3:00 P.M., with Mayor John J. Reilly 
presiding. Waver of notice being waved by all present. 

On Roll Call the following members of Council an
swered pre sent: :Messrs. Walsh, Turon, Sheridan, and Mayor Reilly. 
Councibnan Grablick being absent. 

Minutes of regular session of February 27th were 
read and, upon motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and 
by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, approved 
of as read and ordered filed. 

Mayor John J. Reilly submitted report of Meter 
Collections received by his Department for the month of February, 
1943, in the amount of ~~135. 35. · 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by !v'Ir. Turon, 
and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the 
above report was ordered received and filed. 

City Treasurer, M. P. Ruane, submitted itemized 
report of the receipts and disbursements of the City Treasurer's 
Office for the month of February, 1940, reading as follows: 

Cash on Hand, February l, 1943 •.•.••••••••••.• $ 
Receipts during the month ••..••••.••••••.••••• 

1 ~J t I) "d . ~ 16 053. 98 • arran s a l ••••........•....••••• 'lr , • 
Cash on Hand, Feb. 28, 1943 •......• 34,308.95 

~·-··--- -··-·-
<tP 50, 3 62. 93 

General Fund ........................ $; 20,306.59 
2,309.90 
2.,332.36 
1,000.31 

Bond & Interest, Acctt 1923 •••.•••. 
Bond & Interest, Acc 1 t 1935 •..••••• 
Bond & Interest, Acc 1 t 1938 •.•.•••• 
Funding & Improvement Bonds, Accrt 

1942 •...••••• 
Victory Tax Funds (City Employees •• 

7,756.05 
603.74 

~~ 34,308.95 

41,992.34 
8,370.59 

50,362.93 

On motion of Mr. Vlalsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, 
and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the 
above report was ordered received and filed. 

City Treasurer, M. P. Ruane~ submitted report 
dated February 27th, 1943, covering City Licenses issued by his 
offi.ce during the month of February, reading as follows: 

License applied for by: The Western 
Union Telegraph Company. Pole License 
Tax for the year 1943. 6 Poles @12¢, 
72¢. Granted February 5, 1943. 
License #629~ .•.•..•.•••.•••.•.........• G 0.72 
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On motion of Mr. Sheridan_, seconded by Mr. TuronJ 
and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the 
above report was ordered received and filed. 

The following bills were presented by the Office of 
Accounts and Finance with the reco~~endation that srune be approved 
of and paid: 

M. P. Ruane, Tax Collector, Misc. office expenses 
from Oct. 28, 1942, to March 5J 1943 ...••...• $ 215.10 

Degen_, ~r.esser and Co., Inc., Easton, Pennsylvania 
for professional services rendered in prep
aration of Loans Tax Report for the year 
1942, in accordance with the contract........ 75.00 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 1942, Loans Tax 
Report. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 7171.40 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon_, and 
by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above 
bills were approved of as read and ordered paid. 

The following corr .. munication, dated ~:larch 5th, 1943, 
addressed to the Mayor and Members of City Council, was received 
from Francis A. Earley, Secretary of the Civil Service Ex~~ining 
Board: 

This is to notify you of the coming 
Civil Service Examination, to be held Friday, 
March 19th, 1943, for positions open in the 
Fire Department, said examination to be con
ducted at the Y. M. C. A. Bu~lding, Broad 
Street, at 3:30 P.M. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, 
and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the 
City Clerk was instructed to prepare and have posted, proper 
notice of said examinations to be held. 

The following communication, dated March 3rd, 
1943, addressed to the Eagles Hose Company, for the attention 
of Er. Frank Castner, Fire Chief, was received and read as 
follows: 

Dear Sir: 

The prompt action of your 
Fire Department in reaching scene of recent 
fire to one of our trains at FallsJ Pa.J 
and the services rendered in getting the 
fire under control are deserving of the 
highest praise, and I want you to know 
that the I.'ianagement, as well as myself J 
appreciate the efforts you put forth in 
meeting this extreme emergency. 

I will personally call on you 
in the next few days. 

D-4 

Yours truly, 

(Signed) F. S. Mitten 
Superintendent 



1106. 

Upon motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, 
an-:'1 by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the 
above communication was ordered received and filed. 

Upon motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by r;;r. Turon, 
and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the City 
Clerk was instructed to invite the Members of Local Draft Board 
#13, to meet with City Council at the next regular meeting, which 
is to be held at City Hall, Thursday evening, March 11th, 1943, 
at 7:00 P. M. 

The following communi cation, dated !·!larch 5th, 1943, 
was received from the Federal Works Agency, Works Projects Admin
istration, Scranton, Pennsylvania: 

Re: 01-3091 

Mr. John McNulty, Secretary, 
Pittston City Council, 
City Hall, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Subject: Work Project 29412 

Dear Kr. McNulty: 

Recently we advised you in a com~uni
cation from this office that with the liquidation of 
the W.P.A. Program, we would be required to suspend 
all our p~ojects in such fashion that no operation 
would continue beyond either April 15 or May 15, 1943. 

As a result of recent instructions 
and revised plannjng_, it is with regret that we noti
fy you that it has been deterL1ined that the project 
sponsored by you as indicated above will be discon
tinued as ree;ards W. P.A. participation on March 18, 
1943. 

We want to take this means of thank
ing you for your splendid cooperation and assistance 
in making available an opportunity for employment of 
persons who perhaps without your cooperation would 
have otherwise been left unemployed. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) F. C. Boldry, District Director 
Division of Engineering & Con
struction 

For: W. Frank Snyder 
District Manager 
District No. l 

On motion of ~~r. Walsh, seconded by I'ilr. Turon, 
and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the 
above communication was ordered received and filed after Mayor 
Reilly stated that he, personally, v10uld contact :Wir. Snyder 
and endeavor to have this Pro.ject continued to at least May 
15th, 1943. 
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Mr. Ted Stark, as v1ell as Mr. Neil Thompson, 
appeared before Council concerning Tax Assessment on Real Estate 
owned by the heirs of the Seibol & Mosier Estate, on North Main 
Street between Butler and Mill Streets. Mayor Reilly inforrued 
them that Tax Duplicates were already prepared and that it was 
doubtful whether any consideration could be granted them at this 
time. He also stated that Council, however, would consider their 
request and notify them within a week 1 s ti:rr:e v1hether or not any 
thing could be done at this late dat~. 

Councilman John Sheridan stated that complaints 
had been made to him by residents of upper Pittston concerning 
regulation of traffic at Union and North Main Street. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, 
and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the 
matter was referred to the attention of the City Engineer to 
check and submit report to City Council concerning complaints. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, 
and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the 
City Mechanic, Mr. James Halford, be authorized to deliver used 
truck chassis, when purchased, to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
to have Gar Wood Load-Packer mounted upon same. 

Mayor Reilly stated that complaints have been 
received by him regarding the blasting at night, by Morgan Coal 
Company operation, known as the noregon Slopett. He also stated 
that Mr. Minichello of the Morgan Coal Company and, upon request 
of Mayor Reilly, met in the Mayor's Office at 2:00P.M. Saturday, 
March 6th, 1943, and that :Mr. :Minichello stated that mining in 
one chamber near Elizabeth and Oak Street had already been stopped 
and that investigation would verify s~1e, The Mayor stated that 
he v1ould have the City Engineer, Mr. Halsey, make complete in
vestigation of their mining and submit report of same to Iliembers 
of City Council. 

Bids having been-received and opened at previous 
meeting, from the Barber Motor Car Company, Roy Stauffer, and 
Joe Grace Agency, for Police Car as well as the J. & R. Construc
tion Company on Used 2 - 3 Ton Truck Chas.sis and Cab; the J. & R. 
Construction Company being the only bid received on truc~was 
awarded to them, on motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, 
and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, with the 
understanding that the City would be able to have, delivered to 
them, the Load-Packer for which this truck is being purchased. 

Mr. Joe Grace, being the only bidder on Police Car 
to comply with specifications stated in proposal covering same, 
on motion of ~tr~ Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, Mr. Grace was awarded 
the contract to furnish said car. On the same motion the City 
Clerk was instructed to return Certified Checks, received from 
the other bidders,- thanking them for their consideration in sub
mitting bids on said car. 

There being no further business, motion was made by 
,_--=-,~_,idan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and on Roll Call of members 

Pres~n~;to adjourn. 
---' --";::"'-=-.:._ -

/.....__...,.... . .....__.. ---
/ ;· .... -.-....... 

-'""' 
;./ ':' "''' ' '::~ .. ~ ~/ 

API' ROVED 
-·- MarCh 11 iJ:l.J_ .l_<liQ __ 
YEAS NAYS 

* 
* 

G 
w 

* T 
Absent s 
Absent H 

JOHN D. McNULTY 
CITY CLERK 

1 
2 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, HARCH 11TH, 1943, AT 7:00 P.M • 

. Pittston City Council convened in regular session Thursday, 
March 11th, 1943', at 7:00P.M., with Director of Accounts & Finance, Mr. 
S. 0. Grablick presiding and Councilmen Walsh and Turon present; Mayor 
Reilly and Councilmen Sheridan being absent. 

Minutes of special session of :March 6th were read and upon motion 
of Mr. Vialsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Call of members present 
approved of as read and ordered filed. 

FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 437, ORDIHAIJOE TO PROVIDE FOR EXOHAHGE OR SALS OF 
POLICE CAR IN P!1E8TI":NT USE BY Th"'E BUREAU OF POLI OE OF TF.E CITY OF PI T'~'STON 
IN PAHT PAYT.IEHT OF THE PURCHASE ?RICE OF A HEV: HOTOR OAR TO B': USJ~D :SY THE 
BUREAU OF POLICE OF THE CITY OF P~TTSTON IIJ AOOORDAN011 ·~.-'ITH TERriS OF SPECI
FICATIOHS PUBLISHED ACOO:r1DIHG TO LA::;, rras read at length for the first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. rialsh, seconded by Mr. Turon and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Ordinance was adopted 
on First Reading. 

On motion of Mr. y,alsh, seconded by 2~r. Turon and by unanimous 
vote on Roll Call of members present, the rules -rere rescinded and File 
0f Council No. 437 ordered read for the second time.-

FILE OF COUHOIL NO. 437 was read at length for a second ti··f1e and upnn 
motion of 1Ir. Turon, seconded by r<r. Vals1', and ')Y unaEiraous vote on 
Roll Call of members -oresent, approved of as read on Second Reading. 

RESOLUTIOIJ UO. 360£~. Pittston, Pennsylvania, March 11th, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of tbe City of Pittston: 11 That it will be 
necessary to extend the uositions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks, on the foTce, for an additional ten (10) days, from March 
lOth, l9li3. 11 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Hr. Walsh, and on Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was g,dopted. 

Director of Accounts & Finance, Mr. S. C. Grablick in letter 
dated Harch 11th, 1943, to the Honorable Mayor and Mem'Jers of City 
Council, recommended pay;nent of the following bills: 

The Bell Telephone Co. of Pa. 
Broad Street Garage. 
The Bi-Lateral Fire Hose Co. 
Wm. P. Bonser. 
Barber Motor Oar Co. 
Crouse-Hinds Co. 
ConsumerTs Gas & Oil Co. 
Consumer's Ice Go. 
W. B. Darley Company. 
Egan Oil & Supply Co. 
Ea.elstein Paper &Rags Company. 
i:lesley M • .!!;vans. 
Francorii. Auto Parts. 
Glen Summit Water Co., Inc. 
Harry C. Hunt. 
Klein Auto Parts Co. 
S. S. Kresge Company. 
Kehoe & McNamara. 
Ludwig's Hardware Co. 
LaEarreTs Stationery Store. 
lU tchell 1 s Lumber Yard. 
Newcomb Bros. 
The Pittston Gazette Co. 
The Pittston Printing Co. 

Phones. 
Inspecting-Tielding(Trucks) 
Firemen 1 s Coats. 
Flashlight Batteries. 
Repair parts, etc. 
Traffic Signal Parts. 
Gas, Oil, Tires, etc. 
Ice. 
(12) masks (Firemen) 
Gas, Oil. 
( 1) Genera tor. 

$ 

Uelding bumpers, etc. 
Miscellaneous suppl i ea.., parts. 
Drinking \later. 
Tax statements, etc. 
Misc. parts. 
Paper Hatchet.s(Hon. Roll) 
Insurance (City Hall) 
Misc. supplies. ) 

Pads- Thumb tacks . 
Haterials(Hon.Roll)Cement, etc. 
Coal. 
Programs(H.Roll)Bids,Budget. 
Payroll record forns. 

. 
39.965 
13. 5 
2~0.41 

5.00 
3. 65 

60.40 
226.S9 

25.00 
20.12 

101.50 
2.00 
6.95 

50.61 
15.50 
71.50 
19.75 
10.00 

7.16 
7.04 
4.10 

27.53 
173. S6 
106.00 

12.00 
(continued) 



' I 

Stanley Piorkowski~ 
_ Pittston Oil Co., Inc. 

Reap Insurance Agency.
The Scranton Electric ·co. 

II II 11 tt 
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46 Bags, ® 10m ea. 4.60 
Gas, Oil, etc. 90.39 
Insurance-City Hall. ~.63 
Electric Service. 6~.16 

Scranton Spring-Brook Water Co. 
Scra.11ton Chemical Co. 

Street Lighting. 1,006.45. 
Hydrant Ser~ice, etc. 146.46 
Deodorant Blocks. 3 6. 00 

Allan W. Smiles. 
Y!illiams Stationery Store. 
Williams Pauer Co. 
Eagen Hardware Co. 
Safety First supply Co. 
The Pittston Diner. 
Edwin Sites. 

Repairs to locks, etc. 2.65 
Supplies. 32.95 
Drinking cups, towels. 19.65 
Hisc. supplies. 51.30 
Port. Resuscitator, oxygen,etc. 395.00 
Lunch, Prisoners. . .70 
To l!Iarch 15,1943 Tax Duplicate. 65.00 

Total $ 3,218.~ 

On motion of Mr.· Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon and upon Roll Call 
of mem0ers uresent, the above bills were approved of as read and ordered 
paid. 

l~r. S.C. Grablick, Director of Accounts & Finance submitted the 
following Warrants v;rhich were never discounted and recommended that the 
same oe cancelled: 

V!arrant No. 
\'larrant No. 
Warrant 1To. 
Warrant No. 
Warrant No. 
'Warrant No. 
Warrant No. 

36331 ....• 
3:6366" .•... 
3 69 64 .... . 
379936 .... . 
4971 .•• " • 
50249 •.... 
52~00 ..... 

Jan. 15, 
Jan. 15, 
Jan. 31, 
May '16, 
Sept.30, 
Nov. 15, 
July 16, 

1938 
1938 
1938 
1938 
1941 
1941 
194:; 

Villi am Coplan ... $ 12.50 
Luke Keating ..... 20.00 
Vlilliar.fl Coplan.. . 12. 50 
Sam Pulation ....• 24.00 
\'Jilliam Gallagher 4.00 
Chas. Stuthers ... 12.00 
Barney&OTNeill •.• ~04 

$~~-64 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon and upon Roll Call of members 
present, the above recommendation was approved of as read and Warrants 
ordered cancelled. 

The following communication, dated Harch 8th, 1943, addressed to 
the Honorable Hayor and }.~embers of City Council v.ras received and read! 

Gentlemen: 
Some time ago one of our representatives 

appeared before your body as 11 Appeal Board for the · 
revision of taxesH v:ri th a list of properties on which 
the assessments weTe conside-red by us out of line 1"li th 
today 1 s valuations. 

Will you kindly inform us as to what 
action has been taken .in the rna tter, _and oblige, 

Curtis D. Thomas 
B/A 

( s ) 
Yours very truly, 
Curtis D. Thomas 
Exec. Vice-President. 
Hiners Savings Bank, 
Pittston, Pa. 

On !:llotion of Hr. Turon, seconded by ~1r. Halsh and by unanimous 
vote on Roll Call of members present, City Clerk was instructed to notify 
Mr. Thomas that the Board of Revision and Tax Apneals after careful con
sideration of their appeal, find that no decrease in the assessed valuations 
is allowed. 

The following communication, dated March 4th, 1943, to the Mayor 
and City Council was received and read: 



Gentlemen: 

In re: Lena Dressler 
vs: City of Pittston 

For the past four days this case has been 
tried in the Lu~erne County Courts. Hrs. D:resslex 
proved, beyond a doubt, serious injury. 

It was the recommendation of Atty. James 
Harris, representing the Insurance Company for the 
Miners Savings Bank; Atty. t.L. Pace, representing 
the Sfarnas Estate, and myself that a settlement 
should be offered. 

1~. Harris, whose client in our op1n1on, 
was least negligent of the defendants, offered 
$1500.00, Mr. Pace ~625.00 and on behalf of the Oity 
I offered $625.00. 

It is my recoramendation that Council apurove 
of this settlement, as an appeal to the Superior- Court 
would use up this Sillfl or a greater one, and the testi
mony produced by the ulaintiff would substantiate a 
verdict of $7500.00. 

Would you lcindly see that the check is drawn 
to the order of Edward McGovern and Joseph Berling, 
Attorneys for Lena Dressler? 

Very truly yours, 

(s) Carl J. Burke 
OJB:tm 

1110. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded·by Mr. Tuxon and by unanimous 
vote on Roll Call of members present, the above recommendation was approved 
of as read and that \larrant in the amount of $625.00 be drawn to the order 
of Edward McGovern and Joseph Berling, Attorneys for Lena Dressler in full 
settlement of this claim. 

There being no further business, motion was made by Mr. \Jalsh, 
seconded by Hr. Tur0n~ and by unanimous vote on Roll Oall of mer!1bers present 
to adjourn. 

APPROVED 
Harch 25, 1943. 

YEAS NAYS 
* G 1 
* w 2 
* T 
* s 

.·I._ * R _ .. -' .-.. John D. McNulty 
City Clerk 
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PITTSTON", PENlTSYLVANIA, MARCH 25TH, 194-3, AT 7:4-5 P. H. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session, Thursday, 
llarch 25, 19113, at 7:115 P. H., with Haycir John J. Reilly presiding, and 
all me~bers of Council present. 

Minutes of reg,J.lar session of Harch 11th, were not read, but UT)on 
motion of Hr. Grablick, seconded by Hr. Walsh, and hy unanir1ous vote unon 
Roll Call of members present, ordered received, filed, and adopted. 

FILE CF COUNCIL NO. 4-37 ORDDTAHOE TO PROVIDE FOR EXCHANGE 0R SALE 
OF PC·LIOE OAR IN PRESENT USE BY THE BUREAU OF POLICE OF THE CITY OF PITTSTON 
IN PART PAYMENT OF THE PURCHASE PRICE OF A HEW l:!OTOR OAR TC' BE USED BY TEE 
BUREAU OF POLICE OF THE CITY OF PITTSTOl! Il\T ACOORDAHCE WITH TERMS OF SPECI
FICATIONS PUBLISHED ACCORDING TO 1~~, was read at length for the third time. 

On motion of J·~r. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and ·,)y unanimous vote 
on Roll Call of members -present, the above Ordinance was anproved of as read 
and adopted on Third and Final Reading. 

RESOLUTION ITO. 3609. Pittston, Pennsylvanta, Harch 25, 194-3. BE 
IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and Police 
Clerks, on the force, for an additional ten (10) days, from Harch 20, 194-3. 11 

On motion of I.1!r. Walsh, seconded by Hr. Sheridan, and upon Holl Call of 
members nresent, the above Res0lution w·as adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3610. Pittston, Pennsylvania, March 25, 194-3. BE 
IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That the dis
count period for the nayment of City Taxes for the Current (1943) Duplicate, 
be, and hereby is, extended to the 31st day of May, 19'-1-3, instead of the 
regular discount period ending April 30th, 1943. tl 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Hr. Turon, and by unanimous vote on 
Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

Director of Accounts and Finance, lir. S. 0. Grabli ck, in letter 
dated l.Ie::.-cl1 25, 19'-1-3, to the Honorable T1.iayor and Hembers of City Council, 
recommended payment of the following bills: 

V. E. Ohurcbfield. 
Er"elstein Paper & Rags Co. 
Franconi Auto Parts. 
The Gamewell Company. 
The Mathieson Alkali 

Works, Inc. 

Traffic Signals-Honor Roll. 
(1) Radiator Ca,. 
Parts, Aux. Fire Truck, etc. 
Parts, Fire Alarm System. 

(1) D~um Bicarbonate o£ Soda. 
Sandwiches for nrisoners. 
Stamped Post Cards. 

The Pittston Diner. 
Pittston Printing Co. 
Wilkes-Barre Indeuendent 
Wyomiug Valley Hotel. 

Oo.Printing Audit. 
Food for Firemen. 

d.l: 127.2S 
-75 

61.71 
29.96 

3.14 
.40 

24-.50 
g4.00 
14-.g5 

$ 346.59 

On motion of Hr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous vote on Roll 
. Gall of members '!)resent, the above bills were anuroved of as read a.nd ordere 
paid. 

Com.munication dated March 22, 1943, addressed to the Honora1)le 
Mayor and Hembers of City Council, reading as follows, nas received and 
read: 

Gentlemen: 
This is to certify that Josenh Fearick 

has successfully passed the Civil Service-Examination 
for' a position in the Fire Department, held on March 
19th, ~t a mark of 92%. · 

Very truly yours, 
(signed) Francis A. Earley, 

Secretary, Civil Service 
Examining Board. 
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On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous vote on 
Roll Call of me:~'bers nresent, the above coEmmnic8~tion was nrc1ered received 
and filed. 

Joseph Fearick, having successfully passed the Civil Service Exam
ination for nosition in the Fire Department, and being presently employed 
as a Fire Truck Driver by the Oi ty of Pittston under a temporar.y assignment 
by City Council, was, on motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Fr. Sheridan, and 
by unanimous vote uoon Roll Call of members nresent, appointed to the nosi
tion of Fire Truck Driver, at a Salary of $l,ESOO.OO -per annum, for the dura
tion of the present emergency only, or until suc1' time as the return to act
ive duty as Fire Truck Driver of his brother, Paul Fearick, who is on tem~ 
crary leave by a1)proval of Council, and now serving in the Armed Forces of 
our Country. 

The following comr:mnication, dated March S, 1943, and addressed to 
Carl J. Burke, Esq., Miners Ba.nk Building, City, was received and read: 

Dear Sir: 

I renresen t Hr. and Hrs. Oren Breymei~r. Hrs. Breyme:itr 
suffered a cll"i.p fracture of the head of the left huraerus, 
Dunctured laceration of the left forehead, and abrasions of 
both knees and the left hiD by falling at the scene of the 
sidewalk project on Villiam S~reet on-July 6, 1941. This 
project was under the supervision of the city employees and 
the damages suffered by Mrs. Breymeier DCJ..S due to their negli
gence. 

The followin::::· is a list of the bills incurred by Mrs. 
Breymeir: 

Dr. L. 0. Druffner, ................ -~- 150.00 
Helen Pucilowski, ................... , e50. 00 
Taylor Hospital, .................... *q~~s~.o~o~ 

Total, ......... -~ 235.00 

The proper City officials were notified of the occurrence 
of Mrs. Breyme:ier 1 s injuries and such reDort vras acknowledf!ed 
on Sentember ~' 1941, by J. P. Fitzpatrick, City Clerk. 

1!ill you kindly consult with Council on this E1atter and 
advise ;ne as to its attitude towards an B.''f!;_ca.hle settlement. 

Yours very truly, 

JEL:HL ( s) J. Earl Lang.an 

On motion of Mr. t'alsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and ur)on Roll 
Call of members present, the above communication was returned to the City 
Solicitor, for further investiga.tion and clisposi tion. 

Communication dated l:Iarch 24, 1943, addressed to City Council, 
and reading as follows, was received and read: 

Gentlemen: 

On Harch 16, 19tt3 I wrote to the Pennsylvania State 
Highway Department requesting them to place stop signs; one 
at the foot 'Df Union Street at its junction with lTorth Main 
Street and one on Church Street at its junction with the Eoutb
erly side of Mill Street. 

( s) 
TJH:JD 

Very truly yours, 
Thomas J. Halsey, City Engineer 
500 lir ewrose Bldg. , Pitts ton, Pa. 
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On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Tul~on, ·and upon Roll Call of 
members present, the above communica.tion Fas ordered received and filed, 
and, under the same motion, District Engineer Hr. Rolfe, of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Highways, Scranton, Pa., was invited to attend the next meeting 
of City Council concerning placing of a traffic light at lTorth Main and -
Union Streets. 

Comrnunication dated Harch 15th, addressed to the :Mayor and Members 
of City Council, was received and read: 

Gentlemen: 

I hereby submit a bill of ~225.00 
for services rendered as a driver in the City Fire 
Deua.rtment from Oct0be-r 1, 1?41, to November lt:;, 
1941, inclusive. 

Hoping you wi 11 ~:i ve this your kind 
attention. 

I remain, 

Don. 1:iilliamson 

On motion of Hr. Grabli ck, seconded by lfr. ·\ialsh, and by una,nimous 
vote on Roll Call of members :::>resent, the above conuunication Tia8 referred 
to the City Solicitor for his opinion. · 

Communication dated liarch l+th, addressed to Carl J. Burke, Esq., 
City Dolicitor, reading as follows, was -received and read: 

Dear Mr. Burke: 

The claim of the nrinci1Jal amount of t5,4S2.50 
was certified to the City of Pittston by the Denartment of 
Highways under date of Nover·1~)er ?2, 1940. This bill repre
sented. the city's share of the cost of repaving Parsonage 
Street,. includin(': the a1Jandoned trolley track area in 
Pittston. The State's share of the cost of this renaving 
was ;t;5,221.01. 

The claim arose under an aD:'reement 'Jetueen the 
De-oartment of Highways and the bity of Pittston, entered 
into on January 22, 1940. The resolution autho:rizing this 
agreement ~"as adonted July 26, 193S, being Resolution Ho. 
3203. The agreement 17a.s signed on "behalf-of the Oi ty of 
Pittston b'.' Kenneth J. Enf"lish, Hayor, oalvatore C. Andaloro, 
Director of Accounts and Finances, and attested by J. P. 
Fitzpatrick, City Clerk. 

Since the date of this bill there bas been considerable 
correm)ondence VJi th the ci tv officials, 'f'Tho should be fa!nt 1 ia:r 
with tt·e exa.ct nature of this clai:1. In Pararrauh 3 of the 
agreement, the city agreed to TJay the Commonwealth 1.'1ithin ten 
days after receipt of· the certification, and further agreed 
that interest at the rate of 6 per cent. would be c~arged if 
nayn1ent is not Elade within thirty·days fTom the date of the 
certification. In the event that suit is instituted for the 
recovery of this claim in the Dauphin County Courts, there 
will also be collectible a~ per cent. Attor~ey General 1 s 
Comnlission. 

Under date of March 2LL, 1941, Hr. Andalor0 indicated to 
n1e that the city would paY the claim when the bta te 1 iquor 
license fees for 1940 had been received. I understand that 
such money uas received some ti 'e afte:r June 30, 1941, and 
that uaymen t could have been i:Jade at that time. 



I think that you will agree vrith me that this claim 
merits the i0nediate consideration of the City of Pittston. 

Very truly yours, 

(s) George TI. Keitel, 
Deputy Attorney General. 
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On motion of Mr. G-rablick, secnnded by Hr. ''alsh, and ov ummimous 
vote on Roll Call of me~bers ures2nt, the above communication was referred 
to the City Snlicitor for opinion and investigation of the records. 

Communication na:.ted March 20, 1? 113, add:ressed to Hr. John D. 
McNulty, City Clerk, reading as follows, vras received and read: 

Dear oir: 

Conies of letter from this Board to the State Director of 
Selective Service and his renly thereto in connection with 
use of the Board Offices for blackout purposes are enclosed. 

In ~iew of the uositive directions from the State Hdqrs. 
the Board is unable to allow access to its offices for any 
other purpose than the off:i.ce bustness of the Board. 

If arrangements may be made, whereby the Medical l~it ~ill 
occupy room Ho. 12 of these offices, t!,is Board will be 
pleased to ~·:ake such room avt=dlable. 

Enc. 
PJB:MTL 

Very truly yours, 

( s) P. J. Boland, Chairman 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. r.ralsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk ~as instructed to 
arranR"e for a meeting of Committee of City Council and Members of Local 
-Draft- Board No .. 13. 

There 1)eing a full attendance of citizens pre Bent, :Iaj'or Reilly 
address~d the attendance on the nreEent mine ru-)sidence 1"fhich hae caused 
extensive damage to the Pittston~City High School, as well as numerous 
residences and highways in the vicinity of Carroll Street to Broad Street, 
between Defoe and Fulton Streets. 

The Mayor stated that until such time as permission was granted 
by Mine Inspector Hr. Connolly, whereby proper investigation could be con
ducted within the mines to determine the direct cause of this subsidence, 
it would be i'i1possible to definitely place the blame for t},is dama.gin2' con
dition~ He further stated that this investigation would be condu_cted by 
a Comnli ttee of Engineers representing the Humber 9 Coal Company, the Penn
sylvania Coal Company, and the Morgan Coal Cor"lpany, as well as the Pitt
ston Oi ty School Board and the City Council of the City of Pittston, after 
which a comolete reuort would be submitted at a mass meeting; of citizens of 
the Conmiunity at a meeting place sui ta1)le to accortFil_Odate as'- many citizens 
as DOSS ible. 

· Mr. Thomas Hennigan, Secretary of the Pittston City School Board, 
made a report on meeting of today, with School Authorities, City Officials, 
and Officials of the various Coal Companies involved, in which he stated, 
also, that the blame could not be definitely established unttl such time 
as it is possible to conduct prouer investigation in the inside workings 
of the mines. 
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Mayor Reilly stated, that in addition to the above mentioned 
inv~stigation, City Council would arrange for a comnlete investigation of 
old Mine workings at the Junction section of the City, as well as all 
mining operations T'Tithin- the City limits proper. · 

Mr. John Loughney addressed the Hayor and City Council, as a 
pro9erty owner, concerning any further damages that might possibly occur 
through this subsidence, and was informed by the :Mayor, that it would be 
impossible for anyone to state definitely what n:ight occur, until such 
time as it was nossible to make investigation as previously referred to. 
The Hayor did state, however, that if any further settling did occur, he 
did not look for anything of a serious nature. 

LT:r. Jose-pll P. Fitzpatrick addressed the L'Iayor regarding a City 
Mine Com'nission, and was informed by the Hayor that the City does have 
such a committee. 

City Solic:ttor, Carl J. Burke, a>drJressins those nresent, ex
plained "0resen t Laps, both St:-: te a·'ld Federal, anDl icable to ·-"" ne Rl.11)Si
dence, j_n wbich he stated that before any def'ini te relief could be ex
-oe cted f:ron1 sucl~ occurrences, n~V'! State· and Federal legislation would be 
necessary .. 

Mr. Er:!mett Carroll, in addressing the n:eeting, sugg:ested tbat 
Council anpeal to the Federal Secret~·ry of the In ter_ior, for sorn.e form 
of relief from these damagtng, frequent occurrences; ·vrhereunon, n1otion 
't"as made by ~-fr. ·, 'alsh, seconded by Hr. Turon, and r)y unan i.mous vote u::>on 
Roll Call of members nresent, that the City Solicitor be instructed to 
prenare nroper petition to ~e nresented to the State Legislators and 
Senators, an.d to the Secreta:ey of the Denartment of the. Interior, .,"ash
ington, D. C., United Stn.tes Senators for the State of Pennsylvania, as 
well as Congressmen of the Anthracite Coal Region. 

On request of Mr. Thomas Hennigan, Secret;:::ey of the Pi tt:::::ton 
City School District, and on motion of Mr. '''alsh, seconded by Hr. Sheridan, 
and by unanimous vote u-r)on Roll Call o£ members nresent, pe:rraission was 
gladly granted to 1-:r. He!'nigan, to conduct any or all School Board Meet
ings in the City Council Chambers, also, that Council will assist in any 
way possible, to L1ake sui table office space for tl')_e necessary conduct of 
School District affairs, during the present emergency caused by the mine 
subsid,ence. 

FILE OF COUHCIL NO. 4 32l, AH ORDBTAJTCE RELATING TO THE PAYHENT OF SALARIED 
El'IPLOYEES OF TH~ CITY OF PITTSTOH fiEILE ILL, was -presented and read at 
length for the First Time. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded 1)y l.h. She:eidan, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, tl!e above Ordinance V'as adopted on First 
Reading. 

On motion of Hr. VI alsb, seconded by !;!r. Turon, and 0y unan.imous 
vote unon Roll Call of £·,1embers present, tl1e rules ·pere :eescinded, and File 
of Council No. 4y5, AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THIC PAYJ':IEI,rT OF SALATIIED EH
PLOYEES OF TH ,. CITY OF 'PI TTSTr1J "'J-T!LE ILL, nas read at length for the 
Second Ti rne. 

On motion of Hr. Vialsh, seconded by Hr. Sheridan, and unon Roll 
Call of ·n1embe:es present, the above Ordinance wa8 adopted on Second Reading. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Tlr. Gra.blick, and by l'TIB>nimous 
vote unon Roll Call of members Dresent, meeting Y'as adjourned to tl·:e l''ayor r s 
Office, to hear charges preferred a2:ainst Patrolman Joseph Gardner, by 
Sergeant Edward Burke. 
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This meeting was called to order in the Mayor's Office, before the 
Mayor and Hembers of City Council, as well as the Chief of Police, Leo Tier
ney, Sergeant of Police EdT-rard Burke, and Patrolman Joseph Gardner. 

After completion of testimony, which is on file in the Office of 
the City Clerk, on motion of }.'[r. Walsh, seconded by }.!r. Grablick, and by 
unanj_mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, Officer Gardner, upon 
apologizing, and after completion of a ten-day suspension "Fithout pay, was 
restored to his nosition of Patrohc.en, at the eX'1iration of the ten-day sus
nension period. 

There being no further business, motion was made by Hr. Sheridan, 
seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of men1bers 
present, J? adjourn. 

-_?-~~ 
A P P R 0 V E D 

' ___ ......_ April 12th, 1943. 
... _ ,/ -

YEAS NAYS 
Absent G 

* VJ 2 
* T 1 
* s 
* R 

'I 

ATTEST~-:2th, 1g43. 

JOHN D. l~cNULTY 

CITY "CLERK / (k;~/r(~. 
(___ .. / 
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PITTSTON PENNSYLVANIA, APRIL 12TH, 1943, AT 7:30 P. H. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session postponed from 
Thursday, Auril Sth to today, Honday April 12th, 1943, at 7:30P.M., with 
Mayor John J. Reilly presiding;, and all members of Council, with the ex
ception of Mr. Grablick, present. 

'--.J Hinutes of regular session of March 25th were read and upon 
motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and oy unanimous vote upon 
Roll Call of me.mbers present, aDproved as read andl: ordered filed. 

Mayor John ,J. Reilly submitted report of Meter Collections and 
Fines collect~d for the month of Harch in the amount of $414.65. 

On motion of Mr. 1'/alsh, seconded by ~~r. Turon, and uuon Roll 
Call of me~YJbers -r)Tesent, tl:.e report 17as ordered received and filed. 

City Treasurer M. P. Ruane submitted itemized reuort of receiuts 
and disbursements of his office for the month of Harch, 1943, ree~ding as 
follows: 

Cash on Hand, March 1, 1943 
Receipts During the mont? 

Total ...... $ 39,774.03 

'Warrants Paid ....... ~ •................. r, , ........... . 
Cash on Hand, March 31st, 1943 .........•............. 

$ 22,775.46 
16,998.62 

Total .....• $ 39,774.03 

March 31st Cash on Hand being distributed to the 
following accounts: 

General Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 6,265.07 
'2,110.33 

342.31 
1,095-94 
6,264.05 

g20.37 

Bond and Interest, 1923 ....•......................... 
Bond and Interest, 1935 ...........•......•........... 
Bond and Interest, 193g .•............................ 
Funding and Improvement Bonds, 1942 ...........•....... 
Victory Tax Funds ................................... . 

Total ...•.• $ 16,998.62 
1:.: = 

On motion of l~r. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unani
mous vote on Roll Call of meE'lbers present, the above report was ordered 
received and filed. 

City Treasurer H. P. Ruane submitted reuort dated ]Jarcb 31st, 
19'-1-3, covering City Licenses issued by his office during the month of Harch 
in the amount of ~1, 136.02. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Hr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the reuort was ordered received 
and file"d. 

FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 438, AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE PAYMENT OF 
SALARIED E.MPLOYE.i.!,;8 OF THE CITY OF PITTSTON WHILE ILL, was read at length 
for the third time. 

On motion of Hr. Sheridan, seconded by Hr. Turon and by unani
mous vote on Roll Call of members present, the above Ordinance was passed 
and adopted on Third and Final Reading. 
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Tax Collector 1 s Warrant, dated April 8th, 1943, drawn by John J. 
Reilly, Mayor of the City of Pittston, -upon Michael P. Ruane, City Treasurer 
and Colleclor of Taxes of the City of Pittston, Luzerne County, Pennsylvani 
reading as follows, was received and read: 

April 8th, 1943. 

Subject: 
Tax Collector 1 s VJarrant. 

To MICHAEL P. RUANE, City Treasurer and Tax Collector, 
City of Pittston, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania. 

· These are to authorize and direct you, the City Treasurer 
of the City of Pittston, as the collector of taxes therein, to 
demand and receive from every person named in the annexed duP
li ca te of tc:J..xes of the City of Pittston the sum wherewith such 
person stands charged therein; and you will give all taxpayers 
therein named the notice required by lan, and if any person 
shall neglect or refuse to make payment of the amount due by 
him or her, it shall be your duty as Tax Collector aforesaid 
-to levy such amount by distress, and such sale by written or 
printed advertisements, and return the overplus ( if any there 
be ) to the owner. And in case goods and chattels sufficient 
to satisfy the same, with the costs, cannot be found, you are 
hereby authorized to talce the body of such delinquent and convey 
him or her to the jail of the proner county, there to remain un
til the amount of such taxes, together with tbe costs, shall be 
naid or secured to be naid, or until he nr she shall be other
wise discharged by due- course of law. 

Given under my hand and seal of the Mayor 1 s office in the 
City of Pittston, Luzerne County, Penna., this 8th day of 
April, A.D. 1943. 

Countersigned: 

Emerson J. Howley (signed) 
Controller of the City of Pittston 

(signed) ~o~n J. Reilly 
Mayor of the City of Pittston 

(SEAL) 

On motion of Mr. \"lalsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of meml)ers -present; the above Warrant wa,s am)roved of and ordered 
served upon Mr. Ruane. 

RESOLUTIOH NO. 3611. Pittston, Pennsylvania, April 12, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the Oi ty Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That the sum of 
$1,250.00 be transferred from the Funding and Improvement Bonds account, 
1942, to Sinking Fund, Bond and Interest Account, 1942 Funding and Im
provement Bonds.n Also, 11 That the sum of $506.05 be transferred from the 
Funding and Improvement Bonds Account, 1942, to the Sinking Fund Bond 
and Interest Account, 1923. 11 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and uoon 
Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3612. Pittston, Pennsylvania, April 12, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 1'That the sum of 
$~00.00 be transferred from the Department of Public Affairs, Iter11 
"Equipment (gas, oil, repairs, etc.) 11 to the Department of Public Affairs, 
Item "Purchase of Motor Equipment. 11 Also, 11 That the sum of $100.00 be 
transferred from the Deuartment of Parks and Public Buildings, Item "Fuel 
Light and Water 11 , to the Department of Parks and Public Buildings, Item 
"Other Expenses for Haintenance 11 • 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Hr. Y!alsh, and UT)On Roll 
Gall of ;;1embers present, the above Resolution was ado-pted. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 3_613.:-. Pittston, Pennsylvania, April 12, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the Oi ty Council of the Oi ty of Pitts ton: 11 That the Warrant to 
the City Treasurer directing and authorizing said Treasurer to collect 
Oi ty Taxes for the year 194 3 as executed by the proper Oi ty Officers be 
and the same is hereby a1)1)roved and ratified. tt · 

On motion of I.'Ir. Walsh, seconded by Hr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote on Roll Call of members nresent, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3614. Pittston, Pennsylvania, Anril 12, 1943, BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the Oi ty Council of the Oi ty of Pittston: 11 That it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and Po
lice Clerks, on the force, for an additional ten (10) days from March 30, 
191.i3.1t 

On motion of Hr. Sheridan, seconded by ~-rr. V!alsh, and upon Roll 
Call of meErbers present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3615. Pittston,·Pennsy:trvania, April 12, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the Oi ty Council oi' the Oi ty of Pittston: 11 That it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special P&lice Officers and Po
lice Clerks on the force for an additional ten (10) days from April 9, 
1943 • II 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by J.Ir. Walsh, and by unani
mous vote on Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

Director of Accounts and Finance, Mr. S. 0. Grablick, in letter 
dated Anril 12th, 1943, to the Honorable l'Iayor and Members of City Council 
recommended payment o·f the following bills: 

Barber Motor Oar Co. 
Bell Telenhone Co. of Pa. 
Consumer's Ice Co. 
W. 8. Darley & Co. 
0. B. Dolge Co. 
Eagen B..ardware Co. 
Egan Oil & Supply Co. 
Morgan Evans Est. 
Glen Summit Water Co. 
Klein Auto Parts Co. 
Kehoe & licHamara. 
John D. McNulty, City Clerk. 
Mitchell's Lumber Yard. 
Newcomb Bros. 
Pennsylvania Coal Co. 

·Pittston · ·allpaper Co. 
Peck 8, Evans. 
Pittston Oil Co., Inc. 
The Pittston Gazette Co. 
PittEton Printing Co. 
Josenh Perfetto. 
Roy Stauffer. 
Scranton-Sur .-Brook \'Jater Co. 
The Scranton Electric Co. 
The Scranton Electric Co. 

Repairs-Police Oar. $ 
· Phones. 

Ice-various offices. 
Warning Lights, etc. 
Soan Powder. 
Miscellaneous Supplies. 
Gas & Oil. 
Reducers, etc. 
Drinking Water (Offices) 
Misc. Parts, etc. 
Insurance (Honor Roll) 
Postage Stamos. (Office of Mayor) 
Cement. -
Coal. 
Park Rent. 
Traffic Paint. 
Hedical Supnlies. 
Gas B~ Oil. 
Printing (Financial Statement) 
Envelones. 
Towing Truck, etc. 
Renairs- Police Car. 
VJater Service & Fire Hydrants. 
Electric Service. 
Street Lighting. 

3. 6g 
47.34 
2~.00 
10.40 
12.00 
68.34 
86.35 

2.00 
6.50 

29.07 
19.£10 
10.00 

6.60 
115.13 

12.00 
46.00 
4.81 

34.93 
195-30 
45.50 
3.15 
1.35 

1 I:S3. 35 
63.23 

1,006.45 

Total $ 2,061.78 

On motion of !vir. Walsh, seconded by Hr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of me1::bers present, the above bi 11 s VI ere auDroved of as read and 
ordered paid. 
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Letter dated Avril 12, 1943, addressed to City Council, Pittston, 
Pa., was received from City Solicitor, Carl J. Burke, reading as follows: 

Gentlemen: 

In re: Don ·viilliamson 1 s 
Salary - $225.00 

At the regular meeting held March 25, 1943 there 
was -submitted to me for an opinion the request of 
Don Yiilliamson for payme;"')t of his salary of 1t225.GO 
from Octo11er l, 1941 to llovem.ber 15, 1941. 

An investigation discloses the fact that Mr. 
Williamson served as driver of the fire truck during 
that ueriod and he vras D1aced there bv the Su1Jerin-
tendei1t of the Fire Denartment, Nr. Grabl ick, in an 
emergency and having performed the service delegated 
to him he is entitled to his wages. 

It is my recommendation the,t Council reimburse 
Don I''Jilliamson in the amount of ~~225.00 for services 
rendered as fire truck driver during the period of 
October 1, 1941 to November 15, 1941. 

( s) 

CJB:tm 

Resnectfully submitted, 
Carl J. Burke. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and UY)On 
Ro 11 Call of members present, the above communication was ordered received 
and filed. 

The following communication, addressed to City Council, Pittston, 
Pa., and dated April 12, 1943, was received from Carl J. Burke, City Solici
tor, reading as follows: 

Re: Department of Highways 
vs: City of Pittston- $34g2.50 

Gentlemen: 

The above cantioned matter was referred to me for an 
opinion at the regular meeting held March 25, 1943. 

As soon as I have completed an investigation of this 
matter I shall render an opinion to you. 

CJB:tm (signed) 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carl J. Burke, City Solicitor. 

On motion of :Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote on Roll Call of members present, the above communication was ordered 
received and filed. 

Letter dated Anril 12, 1943, addressed to City Council, Pittston, 
Pa., was received from City Solicitor, Mr. Carl J. Burke, reading as follows: 

In re: Breymaier 
vs: City of Pittston 

Gentlemen: 
At a regular meeting held March 25, 1943, 

there was referred to me the above captioned case. 

I have requested an investigation on this 
matter as my files do not contain any information. 
As soon as the investigation is complete and I have 
the facts, I will make a recommend<:dion covering this 
matter to you. 

CJB:tm 
(signed) 

Respectfully submitted, 
Carl J. Burke, 
City Solilbitor 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
CEtll of memb'ers present, the above communication was ordered received and 
filed. 

The following comr:mni cation dated April 12, 194 3, addr~ssed to 
City Council, Pittston, Pa., was received from City Solicitor Carl J. Burke, 
reading as follows: 

Gentlemen: 

In re: City Employees entering 
the Armed Forces of the 
United States. 

At a regular meeting held Harch 25, 1943 there 
was referred to me the question of vacation time and 
accrued time due employees who are entering the Armed 
Services of the United States. 

It is my opinion that all City salaried er~ 
ployees leaving their nositions to enter the Armed 
Forces of the United Btates should be allowed any ac
crued time which they have coming and also any vacation 
time v.rhich may have accrued to them. In order that 
this r:ay be talcen care of in the proper manner, I 1\'ould 
sug?est that the head of the Police Benartment certify 
to Co unci 1 the time due the employees as outlined above. 

Very truly yours, 

(s) Carl J. Burke 
CJB:tm Oi ty Solicitor 

On motion of Mr. Y!alsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and unon Roll 
Call of members present, the above communication was ordered received and 

'---' filed. 

Letter dated March 24, 1943, addressed to Oi ty Council, Pittston, 
Pa., was received from Attorney John T. Mulhall, reading as follows: 

Attention John D. lvicNul ty, City Clerk 

Re: Giovanni Horreale Taxes 
310 Tedrick Street 
Pittston, Pa. 
Sam Insalacco, Former owner 

Gentlemen: 

It has recently been determined by your 
engineer that the above property is located in 
Pittston Townshin instead of in the lOth Ward of 
the City, and in'accordance therewith the property 
ha.s been stricken off- the Oi ty Assessor 1 s book for 
1943. . 

The City Treasurer has charged against 
said property City taxes from 1931 to 1941, inclusive, 
the face of which amounts to ~160. 7~. In view of 
the fact thc:tt this property was im!')ro-perly assessed 
durint:: that ryeriod, it would seem to me that these 
taxes are not nroper charges aFainst it. Therefore, 
on behalf of my client, I herewith submit $25.00 as 
an offer to compromise said taxes and have the same 
and the liens thereof stricken from the City Treasurer 1 s 
office and from the proper dockets in the Court House. 

Awaiting to hear from you at your earltest 
convenience, I am 

JTM: tm 
Very truly yours, 

(s) John T. Mulhall 
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On motion of Hr. \ia1sh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was re
ferred to the City Solicitor for an opinion. 

The following communication, dated April 7, 1943, addressed to 
the I·Iembers of the City Council, Pittston, Pennsylvania, was received from 
Mr. Thomas J. Hennigan, Secretary of the School District of the City of 
Pittston, reading as follows: 

Gentlemen: 
Enclosed you will find copy of resolution 

adopted at the meeting of the Pittston City School 
Board held April 5, 1943. 

Very truly yours, 

(s) Thomas J. Hennigan 
S_ecretary 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the recent mine subsidence, which dalllc::.ged the 
High School Building in the City of Pi ttsto'~, T"'as of Buch extent 
that the- :closing of the said building was necessary, thereby re
quiring a re-arrangement of our educational program to take care 
of approximately eighteen hundred (1800) students, and 

\'!HER.ti.;AS, the Pittston City School Board is deeply grateful 
for the aid given and offered during this emergency, therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Pittston 
0 ity School District that public acknowledgement be made of its 
deep appreciation for the .interest and co-operation dis~olayed by 
all the neoule of the Oitv of Pittston and its thanks be extended 

~ ~ .. 
to the following, for their aid and offers of aid, namely: 

17est Pittston School District and Professor R. J. VJ. Templin, 
Superintendent of Schools. 

Msgr. Patrick J, Boland, pastor of St. John The Eva..n.gelist 
R. C. Church of Pittston. 

The Young Men's Christian Association of Pittston. 

Rev. Dr. John J. Featherstone, pastor of St. Mary Help 
of Christians Church, Pittston. 

\iilkes-Bal~re School District. 

Miners Savings BaP.Ji of Pittston. 

Management of the American and Roman Theaters of Pittston. 

City Council of Pittston. 

Chief Leo. A. Tierney and the Police Department of Pittsto·n City. 

Civilian Defense Organization of Pittston. 

Italo-American Broadcasting Com-pany of Scranton, Pa. 

Chief Frank Castner and the Pittston City Fire Denartment 

And to the members of the press in general. 

This resolution adopted as read this 5th day of April, 1943. 

Harold W. Collins, 
President. 

Thomas J. Hennigan, 
Secretary. 
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On motion of Mr. Vlalsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote on Roll Call of members present, the above communication was 
ordered received and filed. 

Letter dated April 7, 1943, addressed to Mr. John D. :Mc!Tulty, 
City Clerk, Pittston, Penna., was received from James F. Gibbons, Postmaster 
reading as follows: 

My Dear John: 

Replying to yoLrr letter of recent date in connection with 
resolution of City Council to secure permission to erect an honor 
roll on the grounds of the Post Offi oe Building honoring the lo
cal men who volunteered for service in the Spanish-American Viar 
and ~hilippine Insurrection, would say for your information I am 
enclosing a copy of a letter from the Fourth Assistant Postmaster 
General, Division of Federal Building Operations. 

( s) 
Enol. 

Respectfully yours, 

Jas. F. Gibbons, 
Postmaster. 

Pittston, Pennsylvania. 
Division of Federal Post Office Department 
Building Operations. 

Fourth As'Sistant Postmaster General, 

The Postmaster, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

My dear Sir: 

V!ashington 
April 6, 1943 

Mention initials and 
date. 

CAS:GM 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter dated March 31, 1943, 
enclosing one from the City Clerk relative to securing permission to 
erect an honor roll on the grounds of the Post Office Building honoring 
the local men who volunteered for service in the 8panish-American tJar 
and Philipuine Insurrection. 

The regulations adopted by the Department governing the 
installation of honor rolls on the grounds of Post Office buildings are 
applicable only to the present conflict and consideration is not being 
2'i ven to ·01acing such rolls on the Federal pr o:Jerty honoring those who 
served in past i"!c.rs. We are' therefore' not in a uosition to al)1')rove 
this request. 

Res~ectfully yours, 

(COPY) 1"! alter Myers, 

Fourth Assistant Postmaster General. 

On motion of Mr. Vlalsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and on Roll 
Call of members present, the City Clerk 1'"'as instructed to communicate with 
the Postmaster General in Washington and endeavor to get permission to 
erect Honor Roll as referred to in the a1)ove communication. 

The following communication, dated April 10, 1943, addressed to 
Honorable John J. Reilly, 11ayor, City of Pittston, Pittston, Pa., was re
ceived from Mr. Joseph T. Jordan, Chairman, Good Friday Observance, Knights 
of Columbus, Pittston Council Ho. 372, Pittston, Pennsylvania, reading as 
follows: 
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Dear John: 

For the past seven years the Knights of Columbus, 
with the coo:')eration of the Ohainber of Commerce has been 
successful in having the Merchants close thetr places of 
business from one o'clock until three o 1clock on Good Friday. 

We feel that if you san fit to issue a ~roclamation 
to the people of greater Pittston that it would he.lp considerably 
in this in-tportant work. 

Trusting that you will take this matter into con
sideration, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

(s) Joseph T. Jordan 
Chairman, Good Friday Observance. 

On motion of Mr. llalsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan~: and by unani...: 
mous vote 0n Roll Call of members present, the above request l.''as pranted 
and the proclamation issued by Mayor John J. Reilly, accordingly. 

Letter addressed to City Council, Pittst0n, Pa., dated April 12, 
1943, was received from City S0licitor, Caxl J. Burke, reading as follows: 

Gentlemen: 

In re: DisDosition of the remaining 
balance aside from the equin
ment amount in the 19L~2 fund
ing and refunding bond aC
count. 

I have been advised that the $94,000.00 set up for 
the funding and refundinl! of de-1)ts of the :~100,000.00 issue, 
floated in .. l942, has liq~idated all the debts of the City of 
Pittston and there is a balance rer~ining: 

Since the 19~-2 Bond Issue had a qual purnose, to 
wit: ~t~94,ooo.oo for the funding and refunding of debts 
and $6,000.00 for the purchase of equipment, that any 
amount remaining of ;!J;o4,000.00 should be 1)assed into the 
sinking fund to take care of the interest and bonds 
under the 1942 issue. 

As soon as it is determined how much of the 1~6, 000.00 
is required for new equimnen t, if there is an excess over 
and above the amount required, this like"t'!ise should be 
transferred to the sinking fund of the 1942 issue. 

(signed) 

CJB:tm 

Very truly yours, 

Carl J. Burke, 
Oi ty Solicitor. 

On motion of Mr. \'"7alsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vot·e on Roll Call of me:nbers Dresent, the above communication vra.s ordered 
received and filed. 

Letter dated April 12, 1943, addressed to City Council, Pittston, 
Pa., was received from Oarl·J. Burke, City Solicitor, reading as follows: 
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Dear John: 

For the past seven years the Knights of Columbus, 
with the cooperation of the Chamber of Commerce has been 
successful in having the Merchants close their places of 
business from one o'clock until three o 1 clock on Good Friday. 

We feel that if you saw fit to issue a "Proclamation 
to the people of greater Pittston that it would he.lp considerably 
in this important work. 

Trusting that you will take this matter into con
sideration, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

(s) Joseph T. Jordan 
Chairman, Good Friday Observance. 

On motion of Mr. \Jalsh, seconded by :Mr. Sheridan/- and by unani_; 
mous vote 0n Roll Call of members present, the above request rras pranted 
and the proclamation issued by Mayor John J. Reilly, accordingly. 

Letter addressed to City Council, Pittston, Pa., dated April 12, 
1943, was received from City Solicitor, Caxl J. Burke, reading as follows: 

Gentlemen: 

In re: Disnosition of the remaining 
balance aside from the equin
ment amount in the 19LL2 fund
ing and refunding bond ac
count. 

I have been advised that the $94,000.00 set up for 
the funding and refundin~ of de~)ts of the :*100,000.00 issue, 
floated in .. l942, has liq~idated all the debts of the City of 
Pittston and there is a balance rer~ining: 

Since the 19~-2 Bond Issue had a dual purpose, to 
wit: :t~g4,ooo.oo for the funding and refunding of debts 
and $6,000.00 for the purchase of equi:9ment, that any 
amount remaining of $o4,ooo.oo should be nassed into the 
sinking fund to take care of the interest and bonds 
under the 1942 issue. 

As soon as it is determined how much of the ~~6, 000.00 
is required for new equinmen t, if there is an excess over 
and above the amonnt required, this like"t"'ise should be 
transferred to the sinking fund of the 191.~2 issue. 

(signed) 

CJB: tm 

Very truly yours, 

Oarl J. Burke, 
City Solicitor. 

On motion of :Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote on Roll Call of Ele:nl)ers nresent, the above communication vras ordered 
received and filed . 

Letter dated April 12, 1g43, addressed to City Council, Pittston, 
Pa., was received from Carl'J. Burke, City Solicitor, reading as folJ.ows: 



Gentlemen: 

In :preparation for the investif"ation of the 
mine cave in the City of Pi ttstnn, at the direction 
of the Mayor I contacted Senator Ste1')henson of Lock 
Haven, who is Chairman of the Hine Subsidence Com
mi~tee which has been investi~ating the conditions 
in the Anthr0cite Region during the past two years. 

Senator Stenhensnn suggested that if we send 
a renresen tati ve to Hctrrisburr: he would do a11 in 
his pov.rer to secure 17hatever aid might i)e available 
from the titate 0f Pennsylvania. --

It is my su0:gestion that renresentative or 
committee be sent- to contact Senator Ste•;henson and 
his COi1L't ttee to determine nhat, if any, aid or what 
may be done to bel~ us with this situation. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(s) Carl J. Burke 
Oi ty ::lol ici t'"'r 

CJB:tm 

On motion of l:lr. r'alsh, .seco!lded by Pr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote 1..mor: Roll Call of members present, the Oi ty Clerk was instructed to 
for1·rard conv of H:r. Burke 1 s Letter to the Secretary of the School Boarc for 
tbeir inforraation; also, to notify the Secretary that the Mayor wilJ be 
nleased to meet with him for the nurpose of selecting a joint committee to 
wait upon Senator Stephenson, as suggested in f'Ir. Burke 1 s letter. 

The following communication, dated April 7, 191.~3, addressed to 
Pitts ton City Oor!l!nis~ ioners, Pitts ton City Hall, Pittston, Penna., was 
received from Mr. Edv'ard J. Flanagan, Commander, Fort Pittston 'Post #635, 
V. F. -.-;., reading as follows: · 

Honorable Dear Sirs: 

Fort Pittston Post #63r:; Veterans of Foreign V!ars of 
the United Stc.tes request that your Honorable body remember us again 
this year with your Hemorial Day donation, as you have so kindly done 
in the past years. 

The expense each year as you: know grows more and 
more due to more Comrades ans~ering the last call to the great beyond. 

The members of the Post assures vou of full eo-one_ 
ation in any affair that you may call upon thern for assistance, and 
thanking you for all nast considerations, we are, 

Yours in Comradeship, . 
Fort Pittston Pos~ #=635 V. F. \·:. 
Per. 

(s) Edward J. Flanagan 
Commander. -

On motion of Hr. Turon, seconded by i·Tr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote on Roll 0Fl.ll of nem0ers nresent, the usual cont~dbution of Fifty 
U¥so.oo) Dollars was rsranted, paya~ble unon -oresentation of bills Daid from 
the contribution. 

. The followinF.!' comrmni cation., dated Harch 30, 1 o.G-3, addressed to 
I·iembers of Co unci 1, Oi ty of Pitts ton, Pittston, PR .• , WEls Tecei vecl. froEl Hr. 
Robert ~I. RogeTs, Director, Dept. of Parks and Fire, City of 1.'!ilkes-Barre, 
Pa., reading as folious: 



Gentlemen: 
I wish to take this oDportunity of thanking 

you and the me:-rlbers of your fine Fire Department for the 
SDlendid assistance rendered tl:is City in helping combat 
the recent fire in the Brown Block buildings. 

The supDort 2:i ven our men vras of inestL1able 
value during those trying hours a,nd in the performance of 
their respective duties they are to be conm:ended most 
highly. 

I1ay I ·assure you of nur readiness to be of 
like service to you should the occasion present itself. 

I remain, 

Stncerely vnurs, 

1126. 

RMR/BB 
(s) Robert M. Rogers, Director 

DeDt. nf Parks and Fire. 

On motion of I':"!r. t'alsh, seconded by Fr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Gall of mem1)ers -present, the above communi ca. tion was ordered received and 
filed. 

The following letter, dated March 30, 1943, addressed to Mr. 
John D. McNulty, City Clerk, Pittston, Pa., was received from Mr. W. C. 
Schrnink, Su-oerintendent, District 4-3, Luzerne County, Department of 
Highvrays, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, reading as follows: 

My dear Ivir. I\1[cNul ty: 

Reference is made to your letter of Harch 23rd rela
tive to the Pem~a. Dept. of Highways cleaning; !train Street and 
its entirety within the city limits. 

l!e are very sorry to have to inform you that this 
Department is forbi.dden by la~ to clea.n streets Y'i thin the con
fines of the city limi. ts of any city vri thin the Onmmon"f'eEd th 
even though tbe Department mainte.ins the surfPce of the sa.id 
st!~eets. 

'V! OS: k 

Very truly yours, 

(s) ~- 0. Schmink 
Supt., District 4-3 
Luzerne County. 

The following communi ca. tion, addressed to r~rr. John tl:cl!ul ty, Oi ty 
Clerk, City Hall, Pittston, Pa., and dated March 20, 1?~3, ~as received 
from Hr. A:rthur T. Thor1as, Chief Clerk, Board for the Asseesment 8, Revision 
of Taxes, Court House, Uilkes-;Barre, Pa.., reading as follows: 

Dear Sir!-
Confir!ntnf" my telenhone call of 117a.rch ?O, 1QI.L3, 

we desire to conduct anneals for Pittston Oitv and SliT

rounding terrt tory in, the Council Chambers, Cj_ ty Hal 1 , 

Pittston on A9ril 30, 1943, from 9 A.M. to 4 P.M. a..nd we 
ask your honorable Council f0r the ~rivilege to do so. 

I 
I 

Very truly yours, 
BOARD FOR THE AS~:;E:SSI'EFT 

OF TAXF:S. 

I 
& REVISIOl 

( s) Arthur T. Thomas, Chief Clerk. 

On motion of Hr. i.'!alsh, seconded oy ·,,r. Turon, and u-oon Roll 
Gall of menihers i)resent, nermission T'"'as g;ranted as ner abo,re request. 
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Complying with instructions of City Council, the fol1owing letter 
was forwarded under date of Harch 30th, 1943: 

N:r. F. S. Mitten, 8u-oer in tend en t, 
Lehigh Valley Railroad Company, 
Vilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Dear Mr. lTitten: 

City Council has instructed me to file comnlaint with 
you concerning the lack of effort shown in controlling the 
smoke situation caused by trains ~oassirig throu?h the Oi ty 
on your main line. Oondi tions at times are de:Jlorable, and 
continuous complaints are being received from the tax -payers. 
It would not be exagr.;-erating it when I say that most trains 
passing through ti1e City release e.n unusual amount of black 
smoke. 

7!e trust that you will gi ;re this matter your serious 
consideration as it is the desire of City Council to coonerate 
at all tines, but unless t]-,is si tuatinn is considerably :i.m
nrnved, Ci t:.r Oounci 1 wi 11 be ob1 i~red to take further stens in 
the Ftatter. 

Very truly yours, 

JDNc!lr: j (s) John D. HcNul ty Oi ty Clerk 

On ~1otion of !-tr. V7alsh, seconded by :Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above letter was approved of and ordered filed. 

The following letter was forwarded under date of I>·iarch 30, 1943, 
in comnliance with instructions of City Council: 

Scranton-Spring-Brook Y!ater Service Go., 
Broad Street, Pittston, Penna. 

ATTEITTION: Mr. Mooney. 

Gentlemen: 

City Council has instructed me 
to notify you that effective as of April 
1st, 1q~~3, no street or -oave cuts will be 
permitted within the Oi ty limits with
out first securing permit fror-1 the Office 
of Accounts and Finance, City Hall Build
ing, Broad 8t., City. 

J:DHcN: j 

Very truly y0 tn:·s, 

( s) John D. McEul ty 
City Clerk 

On motion of Hr. Y.'alsh, seconded by r~r. Turon, $.hd upon Roll 
Call of members nresent, the above letter was approved of and ordered filed. 

Mr. Erminia Cefelo, 26 E. Frothingham Street, addlre ssed Co unci 1 
regarding the Llewellyn Building at the corner of South Main and East 
Frothingham Streets, stating that the building in question was a fire hazard 
and a menace to the youth of tha,t neip-hborhood. He requested that something 
be done concerntng the razing of this 'building in the best interest of the 
neighbors in that vicinity. 

On motion of Mr. Y:alsh, seconded by l~r, Turon, and upon Roll Call 
of members l]resent, the Oi ty Clerls was j_nstructed to take proper action in 
having this menace removed. 
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On complaint ~f Councilman Walsh, and on motion of M:r. She:ridan, 
seconded 1)y M:r. Walsh,~' on Roll Call of membe:rs p:resent, the City Cle:rk was 
inst:ructed to have the Health Office:r notify the me:rchants on South Main 
Street that the practice of disposing of waste pape:r and sweepings from 
their places of business onto' the Main St:reet, must be discontinued. 
Failure to comply with these instructions will.subject the offender to 
fine. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by M:r. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of membe:rs present, the City Cle:rk was instructed 
to :re-advertise for bids on 2"! 11 Single Jacket Fire Hose, since the \Ja:r 
Production Boa:rd refused to g:ran t a prio:ri ty :rating on Double Jacket Hose 
which was advertised fo:r during Ap:ril of 1942, and o:rde:r placed V'i th 
the Eureka Fire Hose Comnany on bid submitted by them subject to Gove:rn
ment regulations. Bond v:as submitted by the Eureka Company in comuliance 
with specifications covered in Legal Ad. This Bond is null and void, 
since prope:r p:riority :rating could not be had f:rom the Wa:r Production 

· Boa:rd. 

On r.1otion of Hr. 'Walsh, seconded by Hr. Tu:ron, and by unanirwus 
vote on Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk T:'as instructed to 
notify the \Jilkes-Ba:rre RailTiay Company to :remove their ties and :rails 
f:rom the entire Main St:reet. 

Mayor Reilly stated that Mine Inspecto:r M:r. Connolly had noti
fied him that the Marcy Vein of the No. 9 Coal Conmany \'!as now accessible 
fo:r inspection by the City Engineer. 

City 
M:r. Thorr1as Hennigan, Sec:retary of the Pittston/School Board, 

add:ressing the Hayor and !·[!embers of Council, stated that in his rminion 
it would 'be advisable for the City Engineer as r;rell as the Engineer fo:r 
the School Board to a:rrange for an insnection of this Vein at this time, 
and a furthe:r inspection of the Red Ash Vein, when pe:rmission could be 
had f:rom ~·!r. Connolly to conduct said inspection .. 

In compliance with Mr. Hennigan 1 s SlJ.ggestion, Hayor Reilly 
stated that he would arrange with ~:Ir. Connolly and the Officials of 
the No. 9 Coal Company to have said inspection made at the ea.rliest pos
sible date. 

There being no fu:rther business, on motion of Mr. Turon, seconde 
by Mr. 'Vfalsh, and upon Roll Call of me~·nbe:rs present, adjournment YJas made. 

/~~' -;_ ~~ 

'"'' 
. /~-:::___ ~: ~ 

~--/ :-:_--' : 

A P P R 0 V E D 
May 1, 1943. 
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JOHN D. McNULTY 
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,..~ .... 

A~TES~~ . ./~la;,t-l, 1943. 

-- -~)~·-- CITY CLERK 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, MAY 1ST, 1943, AT 3:30 P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session postponed 
from Thursday, April 29, to today, Saturday, May 1, 1943, at 3:30P.M., 
with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding and all members of 6ouncil present. 

Minutes of regular session of April 12, 1943, were read, and 
upon motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous vote 
upon Roll Oall of membeTs present, approved of as _read and ordered filed. 

Report for the month of February and reading as follows, was 
received from the Sealer of Weights and Measures: 

Honorable Mayor and Members of Oity Oouncil, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 
The following is my report for the month 

of February, 1943: 

Gasoline Pumps 
Person Scales 
Oil Pumps 
Counter Scales 
Wagon Scales 

JLP!fmk 

On motion of Mr. 
mous vote upon Roll Call of 
received and filed. 

Corrected and Sealed 
2 
5 
2 
5 
1 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas Newcomb 
Sealer of Weights & Measures. 
Per; (s) James L. Patterson. 

Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unani
members present, the above report was ordered 

Report for the month of February, and reading as follows, was 
received from the Health Officer: 

Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, 
"Oity·of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 
The following is my report for the month 

of February, 1943: 

Weekly report sent to the Medical Director 
Monthly report sent to the Medical Director 
Visits to Beef Houses (each) .............. 4 
Visits to Restaurants (each) .............. 4 
Health Certificates Issued ................ 10 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas Newcomb, Health Officer 
Per: ( s) James L. Patterson. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered received and 
filed. 

Combined report of the Sealer of Weights and Measures and 
Health Officer, for the month of March, was received, reading as follows: 



HonoTable MayoT and MembeTs of City Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 
The following is my T~poTt foT the month 

of MaTch, 1943: 
Weekly TepoTt sent to Medical DiTectoT 
Monthly TepoTt sent to Medical DiTectoT 
Visits to RestauTants ( each) •..... 6 
Visits to Beef Houses ( each) ••..• 2 
Health OeTtificates Issued •...•.••• g 
Scales Inspected •.................. 4 
Contagious Oases ••................. 1 

JLP!fmk 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas· Newcomb, Health OfficeT 
PeT1 (s) James L. PatteTson. 

1130. 

On motion of MT. GTablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon 
Roll Call of membeTs present, the above report was ordeTed Teceived and 
filed. 

Combined report of the Sealer of Weights and ·Measures and 
Health Officer for the month of April, was received, reading as follows: 

Honorable Mayor & Members of City Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 

The following is my report for the month 
of April, 1943: 

Weekly report sent to the Medical Director 
Monthly report sent to the Medical DirectoT 
Visits to Beef Houses (each) .••...•..•.. 2 
Visits to Restaurants (each) •.•.......• 2 
Healt~ Certificates Issued •.......... ~.12 
Contagious Diseases reported •.......••• 3 
Homes quarantined •.....• · •.•..•••••....• 1 
Visits to homes (quaTantined) •.•.••...• 4 
Schools fumigated ••• ~, ..•.........•..•. 2 
Insp~ction of trucks (weight) •.•.....•. 2 

Visits of Luzerne County Medical Nurse to 
home of Mary Debella, spinal meningitis victim, shows tests 
to be negative on other members of household. 

·Test at hospital shows that Mary Debella is 
a positive case of spinal meningitis, patient showing improve
ment. In opinion of Dr. Mantione, this is a charity case as 
he believes the family is in no financial position to pay any 
of the costs. 

Check of~ $150.00 given to Wilkes-Barre Conta
gious Hospital, ( re: Mary Debella ); bill for use of ambu-
lance to remove patient to hospital, $25.00 paid to Chas. M. How
ell. 

Respectfully ~nbmitted, 

Thomas Newcomb, Health Officer 

Per: 
JLP: fmk (s) Jamea L. FatteTson 
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On motion of Mr~ Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, the above 
report was ordered received and filed,by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of 
members present. · 

The following report dated April 30 1 addressed to the Mayor 
and City Council, was received from the City Solicitor, Mr. Carl J~ Burke, 
reading as follows: 

Gentlemen: 

In re: Removal of Street Oar 
Tracks. 

After several conferences with Mr. Jones of the 
Wilkes-Barre Traction Company and Major Samuel Rhodes, 
counsel for the Corporation, I was advised that the 
Traction Company could only submit at this time the 
ordinance which you refused to pass sometime last 
year. Because, the Traction Company state that they 
are unable to secure the materials necessary to repair 
the street when the rails are taken up and I suggest 
that possibly the City Council could secure the neces
sary materials. If the Traction Company would pay for 
the removal of the rails and the repairing of the 
streets, I suggest that Council have City Engineer 
Halsey determine if the materials are available, the 
cost of the materials, the price of repairing the 
streets and submit it to the Traction Company. 

Very truly yours, 

(signed) Carl J. Burke, 
Oi ty So lioi tor. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was re
ferred to the City Engineer with instructions that be consult the State 
Highway Department Engineer, to prepare estimat.e. of replacement and re-

'servicing streets due to removal of rails and also, to determine whether 
or not the proper materials can be secu1~ed to carxy through said work. 

_ The following report dated May 1, 1943, addressed to the 
Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, and reading as IDollows, 
was received from the City Engineer, Mr. Thomas J. Halsey: 

Gentlemen: 

As requested by Council, I made an examination of the min-
ing conditions underlying the portion of the city disturbed ny the sub
sidence of March 23, 1943, and I take pleasure in submitting the following 
partial report. 

On the evening of Marc¥ 23, 1943, without any forewarning of 
any kind, the above subsidence occurred effect.ing the area between the 
Lackawanna and Wyoming Valley Railroad and Mill Street and from 1~in Street 
to Erie Railroad above Fulton Street, leaving large pot holes in a por
tion of the area and crevices and cracks in other portions, cracking walls 
of the buildings, upheaving curbs, sidewalks, pavements, breaking water, 
gas, and sewer mains. 

The mining in this portion of the City consists of the fol
lowing beds: 

~ Checker Bed, underlying a portion of the above outlined area. 
This bed lies from 30 to 100 feet below the surface. The 

bed dips in a southwesterly direction from 3° to 5°. The coal is hard 
and firm with a broken soapstone roof and black rook bottom. 

Average Vein 7.0•. 
This bed has been first mined with about 50% of the coal re

moved. All roads., headings and crosscuts left open with no packing or 
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slushing. This bed crops along the line of Butler Street, mining done by 
Morgan Goal Co. and Belcastro and Walsh Goal Oo. 

Pittston Bed 
This bed lies about 112 feet below the surface at No. 3 shaft 

situated on Broad Street. The bed dips about 11° in a northerly and 
southwesterly direction. 

This coal is bard and of free nature with a sandy shale and 
slate formation roof overlaid with sand stone. 

The average vein is 13.5 feet with 12.5 feet coal. The bottom 
of this bed is a hard sandy shale. The mining in this vein is old having 
been done a number of years ago by the Pennsylvania Goal Co. 

The inspection covered the territory from William to Spring 
Streets and Defoe to Wharf Streets. 

The pillars and roof in the terri tory West of Foundry Stree·t; 
are all in good condition. The pillars are all intact and no signs of 
pressure or chipping. 

The pillars in the territory East of Foundry Street to a point 
at William and Defoe Streets, are all intact with little or no pressure. 
The roof along the roads and in the chambe1~s bas fallen; the terri tory 
beyond this point is inaccessible to travel in most places. 

Marcy Bed 
This bed lies about lSO feet below the surface at No. 3 shaft 

situated on Broad Street. The bed dips about 2° to 3° westerly and south
westerly direction. 

The coal is hard and firm with a sandy shale and slate forma
tion roof overlaid with sand stone. 

The average vein is s·~o feet with 6.0 feet of coal. The 
bottom of this bed is a sandy shale and sand rock. . 

The mining in this bed in the portion that was covered by the 
inspection is first mining with about 50 to 55% the coal removed. 

The territory covered, extends from Broad to Mill Streets and 
from Church to Hunter Streets. In. this bed the pillars are still intact, 
but they show pressure and chipDing and roof slabs 1 to 3 feet in thick
ness have fallen in the gangways and chambers making it necessary to crawl 
or sliO.e along in a lot of the places. There are very few timbers in 
place and what are left have become decayed with age, although at no 
place have the pillars collapsed. First mining was done by the Pennsyl
vania Goal Co. 

Red Ash Bed 
This bed lies about 390 feet below the surface at No. 3 shaft, 

situated on Broad Street. The bed dips about 3° in a westerly direction. 
The coal is hard and firm with a sandy shale and slate forma

tion roof overlaid with hard sand stone. ' 
The average vein is s:1 feet with 6.9 feet coal. 
The mining in this bed is first mining wfth about 50% of the 

coal removed, although there are indications on the map that there were 
pillars aplit in some areas. The only territory available for inspection 
was two parallel roads about 100 feet South of Broad Street extending 
from Church to line of Defoe Street extended. All the territory on the 
right and left of this lane of travel had been slushed, same e~tending 
South to Spring Street, West towards Wharf Street, North to some point 
between William and alley North and East to some point between Church 
and Defoe Streets. 

From No. 3 shaft West to Church and Broad, the pillars were 
still intact and roof in good condition. 

From No. 3 shaft to point in line of Defoe Street extended, 
the roof had fallen and the pillars showed signs of pressure with 
spalling due to same; at this point the pillars have collapsed and the 
section beyond is squeezed and,paved, making travel at present impos
sible, although the roof is not down tight as air currents can be de
te~ted. First mining was done by the Pennsylvania Goal Co. 

This is a partial report I am giving you until I have had 
more time to study same. 

Very truly yours, 

(signed) Mr. Thomas J. Halsey, 
City Engineer 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report being a 
.partial report, was ordered received and filed, and the City Engineer 
instructed to continue investigation and submit final report at the 
earliest possible date. _ 

RESOLUTION NO. 3616. Pittston, Pennsylvania, May 1, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED; by the City Council of the City of Pittston: "That it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force for an additional ten (10) days, from April 
19th, 1943. If 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon 
Roll Gall of members present~ the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3617. Pittston, Pennsylvania, May 1, 1943. BE.IT RE
SOLVED, by the Oi ty Council of the Gi ty of Pittston: "That it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force for an additional ten (10) days, from April 
29, 1943. 11 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by 1tr. Turon, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. -

RESOLUTION NO. 361~. Pittston, Pennsylvania, May 1, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: "That William 
Melvin, being certified by the Civil Service Examining Board, be, and 
hereby is, appointed to the position of Fire Truck Driver at a Salary 
of $1800.00 per annum, effective as of April 25th, 1943, for the dura
tion of the present emergency only, or until such time as the return to 
active duty as Fire Truck Driver, of Oscar Kitzman, who is on temporary 
leave by approval of City Council, and now serving in the United States 
Armed Forces.rr 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above Resolution 
was adopted. 

Director of Accounts and Finance, Mr. S. C. Grablick, in letter 
dated May 1, 1943, to the Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, 

·recommended payment of the following bills: 

Wilkes-Barre Contagious Hospi-
tal 

Wages, Special Officers 
Wages, Volunteer Firemen 
0. E. Howell 
John D. McNulty 
Carl J. Burke 
Reginald Ellis 
Broad Street Garage 
Metropolitan Life Ins. Go. 
Penna. Dept. of Highways 
Don Williamson 

Admittance-M. DeBella 
Watching Caves 

II II 

Ambulance Hire, M. DeBella 
Stamps (Office of Mayor) 
Satisfaction of Liens 
Re~airs, Fire Hose 
Il) Used Transmission 
First Installment 
Tappage Permit 
Salary, Fire Truck Driver, 

10/1/41 to 11/15/41 

Total 

$150.00 
110.00 
130.40 

25.00 
10.00 

• 60 
8.50 . 

12.50 
687.32 

5.00 

225.00 

$1,364.32 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above bills were approved 
of and ordered.paid. 

The following communication, dated Philadelphia, Pa., April 
27, 1943, addressed to the City of Pittston, City Hall, Pittston, Pa., 
and reading as follows, was received and read: 



·-· 

Re: Lease No • OEMa;..;;·l098 

Dear Sir: 

We are enclosing herewith an original and five copies 
of a Rider form issued for the purpose of changing the 
cancellation clause in the above-captioned lease con
tract. 

This procedure is made necessary by a newly established 
regulation which provides for the retention of the 
cancellation privilege by the Government only. 

Your cooperation in completing and effecting the prompt 
return of the original and four copies of this document 
will be appreciated. The additional copy may be retained 
for your files. 

Very truly yours, 

Walter C. Dabulewicz, 
Acting Regional Manager 

By (s) E. J. Weber 
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Regional Service Operations Officer. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication 
was referred to'the City·Solicitor for opinion and the proper authorities 
authorized to execute said Rider Form when and if approved by the City 
Solicitor. 

Comm1.mica tion dated Pittston~; Pa., April 21, 194 3, addressed to 
the Mayor and Members of City Council, was received and read: 

Geptlemen! 

As I have been found physically fit by the Army 
examining Board, and as I have been inducted into the 
armed forces of the United States, I hereby submit a 
request for a leave of absence from !71-Y present duties,· 
as hook and ladder driver for the Eagle Hose Company of 
Pittston, Pa., this leave of absence to continue for 
the duration of waror until my discharge from the Army 
becomes effective. 

Yours respectfully, 

(s) Oscar H. Kitzman 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, the.above request for a leave of absence 
w~s granted. 

Communication dated Pittston, Pa., April 26, 1943, addressed to 
Mr. John J. Reilly,Ma.yo:G,Pittston City, Broad St., Pittston, Pa., was 
received and read: 

Gentlemen: 
At a joint meeting of the Spanish American War 

Veterans, Veterans of the Foreign Wars and the Americ~n Legion, 
it was decided to hold the annual Memorial Day exercises in the 
various cemeteries of Greater Pittston. Each organization was as
signed a number of cemeteries in which exercises, salutes and the 
decorating of soldiers graves of all wars were to be taken care of. 

In order to defray the expenses of this program 
We, the American Legion petition the Mayor and Members of the 
City Council for our share of the donation which is annually 



donated to various service organizations for this cause. 
Thanking you and the members of the 

Council for your cooperation and past donations, I remain, 

Very truly yours, 

(s) Arthur W. Werts, Adjutant, 
John D. Stark Post 542 
American Legion 
15 Center Street, 
Pittston, Penna. 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, the usual contribution of Fifty C$50.00) 
Dollars, was granted, payable upon presentation of bills paid from 
said contribution. 

Communication dated Pittston, Pa., April 20, 1943, addressed to 
Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, was received and read: 

Dear Sirs: 
Thanking you for favors of previous years, 

Pittston Camp 17 United Spanish War Veterans, re
spectfully request the usual Memorial Day Donation. 

Respectfully, 
(s) Robert J. McKane, Adjutant. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by ·Mr. Grablick, and by unan
imous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the usual contribution of 
Fifty ($50.00) Dollars, was granted, payable upon presentation of bills 
paid from said contribution. 

Communication dated April 26, 1943, addressed to the City 
Clerk, City Hall, Pittston, Pa.,-was received and read: 

Dear Sir! 

Mr. Oscar Kitzman~ Fire 
True~ Driver, is leaving for service in the 
United States Army, on Wednesday, April 2~, 1943, 
and it is my opinion he should receive his pay to 
the end of April, due to overtime, etc., he has 
worked. Kitzman last worked on April 24, 1943. 

Thanking you, 

(s) Frank Castner, 
Fire Chief 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, Mr. Kitzman was ordered 
paid to the end of April as recommended by the Fire Chief, Mr. Castner. 

Communication dated Pittston, Pa., April 27, 1943, was re
ceived and read! 

City Council, 
Pittston, Penna. 

Gentlemen: 

I would like to know if you would be interested in 
purchasing our building located at 11-13 Tompkins 
Street, Pittston, Penna., situated on Lehigh Valley 
property, leased by us, for the purposes of city 
shops or yards. 

I would gladly meet with any committee and go over 



any details regarding said property, etc. if you 
are interested. 

Further, the minimum price that I would consider 
for these buildings i~ $12,500.00. 

Thanking you for your consideration on the above 
rna tter and awa.i ting your reply, I remain 

JW.A:M 

Very truly yours, 

(s) Joseph W. Alaimo 
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above communication was ordered received and 
filed. 

Communication dated April 22, 1943, addressed to the Honorable 
Mayor and Members of City Council, was received and read! 

Gentlemen: 

On complaint of Mr. Bufalino of Railroad Street, to drainage 
water from West Park, Oak Street, and Jenkins Alley running in his lot 
abuting Jenkins Alley. I made an investigation and find that the 
water from West Park overflows during wet seasons down across Jenkins 

· Alley into the above mentioned lot; Jenkins Alley at this point has a 
low spot and the water has no way to escape. 

I have made the following estimate for constructing a stone 
masonry gutter along Jenkins Alley from where the above condition 
exists to Vine Street: 

Excavation 50 cu. yds. @ $2.50 
Loading and hauling cinders 35 cu. yds. @ $1.00 
Laying 1350 sq. ft. gutter @ $.40 per sq. ft. 
Loading and hauling stone 35 cu. yds~ @ $1.50 per cu. yd. 

Very truly yours, 

(s) Thomas J. Halsey, 
City Engineer 

$125.00 
35.00 

540.00 
52.50 

$7'52 .50 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was 
ordered deferred for further investigation. 

Communication dated April 29, 1943, addressed to the City Clerk 
was received from Mr. Thomas J. Halsey, reading as follows: 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

I had an interview with the Department of Highways 
at Scr~nton in regard to permit for opening street at 147 North Main, 
to install service pipe from Main sewer line on the westerly side of 
street to curb. Ther permit will cost five ( 5) dollars; same will 
have to be forwarded to the Department of Highways before permit will 
be issued. The Oity are to take care of street repairs. 

•Very truly yours, 
(s) Thomas J. Halsey 

City Engineer 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above communication was ordered re
ceived and filed, and the cost of $5.00 for permit approved. 

The following communication, dated Wilkes-Barre, Pa., April 13, 
1943, was received and read! 

Mr. John D. McNulty 
Oi ty Clerk, 
Oity of Pittston, Pa. 

Dear Sir:-

Referring tg your letter March 30th, regarding 
smoke caused by our trains passing through the 
City of Pittston: 

Instructions have been issued to our Enginemen 
and Firemen that unnecessary emission of smoke, 
while our trains are passing through your City, 
must be discontinued. 

This matter will be checked to see that these 
instructions are complied with. 

Very truly yours, 

D-1 (s) A. J. Ferentz, Superintendent 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above communication was 
ordered received and filed, and the City Clerk instructed to report any 
further complaints to the Superintendent at Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Communication dated Harrisburg, Pa., Kpril 2S, 1943, addressed 
to Mr. John D. McNulty, Property Officer, City Hall, Pittston, Pa., was 
received and read: 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 
We are enclosing Supplemental OCD Forms 501, 

covering detailed allocations of medical supplies for your 
City. 

These forms should be properly executed, i. e. 
signed by the Chief Executive of the Oity~ a witness and the 
Local Property Officer, the Official Seal affixed thereto and 
three copies returned to this office, addressed as below, no 
later than May 7, 1943. 

Very truly yours, 

(s) Fred H. Ott 
Property Control Section 
State Council of Defense 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above OCD Forms 
501 were approved of and the proper officers authorized to execute same. 

Communication dated Pittston, Pennsylvania, April 26, 1943, 
addressed to Members of City Council, Pittston City Hall, Pittston, Pa., · 
was received and read! 

Gentlemen: 
You are cordially invited to attend a Dedication 

Program of the nHonor Roll 11 and Flag Raising of St. John's 
Slovak Parish which will take place Sunday, May 2nd, 1943 at 
3:00 o 1 clock. 

Sincerely, 

(s) Rev. J. J. Bednarcik 
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon 
Roll Gall of membe:rs present, the above communication was ordered :re
ceived and filed. 

Communication dated Allentown, Pa., April 14, 1943, addressed 
to the Director of the Dept. of Accounts & Finance, was received and read! 

Dear Sir: 

At the request of the City of Allentown, Senator 
Tallrnen is cu:r:rently sponsoring Senate Bill No. 4oo, 11 to 
coUilrm and validate, as debts of the municipality, bonds 
which were to rest for their security only on assessment 
for benefit. tt 

We are of the opinion that many of our Pennsyl
vania cities would benefit by this act, because it would 
provide fo:r securing bonds at considerable lower inte:rest 
rates. In our particular case, for example, bonds now 
bearing interest at five and one-half and six percent 
could be had at two percent or lower. 

Such refinancing would not alter the borrowing 
capacity of the dity inasmuch as, since the Act of 1933, 
all improvement bonds have been included as part of the 
city debt in all our financial reports. The p:roposed 
legislation would simply bring the 1933 Act up to date, 
and establish a favorable condition which does not· exist 
with respect to bonds since the 1941 _Act. 

Believing that many cities would find it sim
ilarly to their advantage to have Senate Bill No. 400 
passed, we ask that you contadt your State Senator and 
urge him to vote in its favor. 

We hope that you will see the advantage of this 
bill and will help to support it. 

My very best wishes. 

( s) 
GWK:o 

Yours very truly, 
Geo. W. Kistler 

City Clerk 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication 
was ordered received and filed, and the City Solicitor instructed to make 
a study of Bill referred to therein, and to take whatever action appropri
ate in his opinion. 

Communication dated Pittston, Pa., April 30, 1943, addressed 
to the City Council, Pittston, Pennsylvania, was received and read! 

Gentlemen: 

In re: Triennial Assessment of property at 
575 North Main Stree-t (2d Ward) B. Murphy; 
and 5~1 North Main Street (2nd Ward) 
M. Bolin Estate. 

At the time that the Board of Revision of Taxes and 
Appeals met on November 23, 1942, I appeared and protested the 
excessive assessment of the above properties. While I do not 
recall the particular person with whom I conferred, it was my 
understanding that the assessments would be adjusted downwards. 
I now discover that no changes were made. 

The assessment of the property at No. 575 North Hain 
Street (B. Murphy) is as follows: 



\ 

Land - 100 x 150 @ $31.50 
Building 
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$3,150.00 
2,SOO.OO 

$5,650.00 

Adjoining the above is the vacant lot at No. 531 North 
Main Street (M. Bolin .Est.) assessed as follows: 

Land- 33 x 200@ $31.50 

The two lots, as above, constitute a continuous frontage 
on Main Street of 133 feet, with an aggregate assessed valua-
tion of the land of $5,765. Any one familiar with the property 
and its. location, would immediately conclude that this is several 
ttmes the actual value of the land. I doubt very much that as 
land it has any market and if a market exists, that it would bring 
more than $1,000 to $1,500. The lot at No: 531 North Main Street 
has a large hole in the center of it and, separately, this lot 
could not be sold for $500.00. In fact that was the value placed 
upon it by the Federal authorities for estate tax purposes in 
connection with the Estate of Agnes Murphy, Deceased, who owned 
a one-half interest. Its correct measurements are 33 x l5Q feet 
and not 33 x 200 feet, as appears in your assessment. 

Tbe County 1943 triennial assessment values the above 
properties as follows: 

575 North Main Street: 
Land - 100 x 150 @ $15.00 
Building 

531 North Main Street: 
Land - 33 x 150 @ $15.00 

Grand Total 

$1,500.00 
2,000.00 

$3,50Q.OO 

$1,24S.OO 

$4,745.00 

As you·will see tbe difference between the County and City 
Assessments is $3,520.00, in the City's favo~. In my opinion any 
fair-minded person would readily agree that the valuation placed 
by the City was excessive and far beyond actual value. 

I am therefore requesting that an abatement be granted, 
based upon a value for 1943 and subsequent years, of not more than 
that fixed by the County, viz., $4,745. If anything is to be done 
in this connection, it will have to be by way of an abatement, 
inasmuch as the assessment has been entered on the permanent rec
ords and the 1943 tax bills sent out. 

Awaiting your early reply, I am 

Very truly yours, 

bvw.a (s) Leo W. White 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above communication was 
referred to the City Solicitor and the City Engineer for investigation and 
report by them to the next meeting of City Council. 

Petition dated Pittston, Pennsylvania, April 23, 1943, addressed 
to the Members of City Council by the Police Department for increase of 
15% for Policemen and 50% for Police Clerks, was received and read! 

Gentlemen: 

We, the undersigned, police department of the City of 
Pittston, respectfully request the Mayor and Council for an increase 
of 15% for policemen, 50% for police dlerks, in our annual salaries. 

Due to the high cost of living caused by the war, we find 

·-------------------- ________________________ ..c.J 



we are unable to meet our ordinary debts with the salaries we are 
now receiving. 
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We trust that Council will see fit to grant this raise in 
the very near future. 

Respectfully submitted,· 

Signed by: 

James Hogan 
John Korick 
Frank Valeski 
Michael Galasso 
Merle Finan 
Harry Morrissey 
Dom. Ari tz 
A. Grabosky 
F. Linnen 
Geo. Turner 
James O'Brien 
Edward Doran 
Anthony Lenenoskie 
Joseph G. Gardner 
Frank Daley 
Tom F. Kearney 
Joseph F. Gilmartin 
John J. Fallon 
Leo A. Tierney 
Edward A. Burke 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call o:f members present, the above petition was re
ferred to the Finance. Committee as well as the City Solicitor for further 
study. 

Before adjournment was made, a general discussion of the Mine 
Cave situation was had between Mr. Halsey and Members of City Council with 
Mr. J. P. Fitzpatrick and Mr. Thomas Gallagher, who. were present at the 
.meeting. 

There being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Turon, 
se.conded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll Call of members present, to adjourn. 

__ .., ... __ -

. / ----- '----::- ... -~---... 
'. ' APPROVED 

---_~M~ay~~l~94~l~·~---~~--
YEAS NAYS 

Absent G 
* w 1 
* T 2 
* s 
* R 

JOHN D. McNULTYc---
CITY CLERK. 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, MAY 13TH, 1943, AT 7!45 P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session Thursday, May 
13, 1943, at 7=45 P.M., with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding, and all me~ 
bers of Council present, with the exception of Mr. Grablick, who was ab
sent. 

Minutes of regular session of Saturd.ay, May 1st, 1943, were not 
read, but upon motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unani
mous vote·upon Roll Call of members present, were ordered received and 
filed. 

Mayor Jo:h.n J. Reilly submitted report dated May 13th, of Meter 
Collections as well as Parking Violations received by his Department for 
the mont¥ of April 1943, reading as follows: Parking Meter Fees, $294.65, 
and Parking Violations of $95.10. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above report was ordered received and filed. 

City Treasure,r M. P. Ruane submitted itemized report of Receipts 
and Disbursements of the City Treasurar 1 s Office for the Month of April, 
1943, reading as follows: 

Cash on Hand, April ls t, 194 3 .....................••••.•• $16,998. 62 
Receipts during the month ............•.............•..... 34,599.36 

Total •......•. $51,597.98 

Warrants Paid •...............................•••......... $18, 627.46 
Cash on Hand, April 30, 1943 ········•o••················· 32,970.52 

April 30th, Cash on Hand distributed to the 
following Accou~ts: 

Total •.•.....• $51,597.98 

General Fund ......•.•••.................................. $18, 561.16 
Bond and Interest, 1923 • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .• . 2,861.57 
Bond and Interest, 1935 •........••......•...........•...• 2,914.97 
Bond and Interest, 1938 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,055.32 
Bond and Interest, 1942 •.....•. ~......................... 1, 756.07 
Funding and Improvement Bonds, 1942 •........•.•.......... 4,508.00 
Victory Tax Funds • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 313.43 

Total •.•...••• $32,970.52 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Rol·l Call of members present, the above report was ordered re
ceived and filed. 

City Treasurer M. P. Ruane submitted report dated April 30th, 
1943, covering City Licenses issued by his office during the month of 
April in the amount of $357. ~- · 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by.Mr. ~heridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered 
received and filed. 
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The following report, dated May 14, 1943, addressed to Honorable 
Mayor and Members of City Council, was received from the Planning Commission 
of the City of Pittston: 

Gentlemen! 

At a meeting of the Planning Commission of the City of 
Pittston held on the above date it was noted with pleasure by the 
members of the activity of your body, in con~unction with the members 
of the Pittston City School Board, in securing aid from the Common
wealth of Pennsylvania in the form of funds to repair damage to pub
lic buildings, eEpecially the High School, caused by the recent mine 
subsiden·ce. 

We particularly commend such activity and recommend that 
this be continued until such time as the funds available are secured 
and expended in such repairs and in preventing further damage. We 
further recommend that if possible future dangerous mining in sec
tions of the City where complaints are made of mining at night, es
pecially loud blasting interfering with the sleep and rest of the 
residents. · 

We further note the action of Council in an endeavor to 
eliminate a long annoying smoke nuisance caused by locomotives pass
ing through the City, especially those of the Lehigh Valley Railroad. 
Notwithstanding the report that you received assurance the nuisance 
would be abated, the evil still exists, and we respectfully urge that 
.you continue your effort until complete satisfaction is sedured from 
this nuisance. · 

Another matter whichshould receive attention at this time 
is compliance with the call of our National Government for scrap 
metals to use in the manufacture of war materials, such as tanks, 
jeeps, planes and guns for our men at the front lines, who have 
proven they know bow to use them when fLrrnished. Although our chil
dren have gone into the alleys, lanes and cellars of the community 
looking for such materials, right in the center of our Main Street 
are tons, and tons and tons of very desirable materials for such 
purposes. We mean the rails used for street car purposes in years gone 
by. Why cannot these useful materials be removed by the corporation 
that put them there and promised to remove them when no longer use-
ful and by removing a hazard and turned into the channel most useful 
at this time? We recommend the Council take the necessary action, 
with the assistance of the Courts, if that be required, to compel 
the railway corporation formerly using these tracks to remove the 
complete tracks - rails and ties - and place the right of way in 
good condition, thereby eliminating a liability by their presence, 
and at the same time make a. contribution toward the metal scarcity 
of the nation. 

(s) P. A. Sammon, Secretary 

On motion of Mr. Walsh,. seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above report was ordered received and filed 
and the members of the Planning Commission commended for their splendid 
cooperation and good work. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3619. Pittston, Pennsylvania, 
by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 
to extend the positions of the Special Police 
on the Force for an additional ten ( 10) days, 

May 13, 1943. BE IT RESOLVED, 
uThat it will be necessary 

Officers and Police Clerks 
from May 9, 1943." 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above ResoJ:tition -was 
adopted. 
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Director of Accounts and Finance, Mr. S. C. Grablick, ·in letter 
dated May 13, 1943, to the Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, 
recommended payment of the following bills: 

The Bell Telephone Co. of Pa. 
V. E. Churchfield 
Consumer's Ice Co. 
Clarkson Chemical Co. 
EasternPenna. Supply Oo. 
Egan Oil & Supply Co. 
Eagen Hardware Co. 
Wesley M. Evans 
Franconi Auto Parts 
Glen Summit Springs Water Co. 
Harry C. Hunt 
Jackson Mfg. Oo. 
Klein Auto Parts Oo. 
Ludwig 1 s Hardware 
LaBarre's Stationery Store, 
Mitchell's Lumber Yard 
A. L. Miller's Junk Yard 
Newcomb Bros. 
The Pittston Gazette Co. 
Pittston Wallpaper Oo. 
Pittston Oil Oo., Inc. 
Richard Chemical Co. 
Scranton Chemical Oo. 
The Scranton Electric Co. 

u A n n 
P. A. Sammon 
Scranton-Spr.-Brook-Water Co. 
Miners Savings Bank, 

Mary Margaret Finnan 

Charles F. Burns. 

Phones 
Traffic signal repairs 
Ice 
1 Doz. Mopheads 
Aluminum Paint 
Hydraulic Oil 
Misc. supplies 
Bolts, Nuts 
Misc.· Suppibies 
Drinking Water 
Letterheads, Tax Cards 
S.A.W.V. Honor Roll 
Misc. supplies 
Mi so. parts 
Office Supplies 
Paint-Cement-Repair Parts 
(2) pieces of iron rail 
Coal. 
Manuscript covers 
Paint 
Gas, Oil. 
Wiping Cloths 
Bicarbonate of Soda 
Light service 
Street Lighting 
Fleet Insurance 
Water Service - Fire Hyd. 
Reflli!d on 1942 City Taxes 
as p·er abatements. 
Refund on 1943 City Taxes 
paid as per abatement. 
Refund on 1943 City Taxes 
paia, as per abatement. 

Total 

$ 49.41 
140.74 

27.00 
10.5g 
23.75 
2.~5 

1~.00 
1.00 
7-4~ 
~.00 
51.~5 

275.00 
19.18 
6f).67 
6.70 

57.91 
2.00 

106.40 
12.00 
27.60 
61.99 
2~.50 
7-~4 

57.45 
1,006.45 

pd. 

315.07 
147.1~ 

26.25 

~.75 

21.87 

$ 2,594.47 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and· by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above bills were approved of 
as read and ordered paid. 

The following communication, dated May 7th, addl~essed to the 
Honorable John J. Reilly, Mayor, and reading as follows, was received from 
the Secretary of the Park Commission: 

Dear Sir: 
From personal observation I have found that some person 

or persons recently has started the destrmction of the bleachers 
at West Park. A check yesterday shows that 10-2 x 4's and 6- 2 x 
10 1 s have been removed lately and about ~ 2 x lO's damaged badly, 
in the attempt to remove them. I would appreciate your efforts in 
endeavoring to locate the guilty parties so action can be taken 
againmt them. You will have the full cooperation of the Park 
Commission in any action taken. These bleachers cost about $3,000 
to construct and their value should be protected. I am suggesting 
again that what remains of the wooden fence along Swallow-Street 
should be removed by City employees so some salvage can be accounted 
for. Your immediate attention to the above will be appreciated. 

Yours respectfully, 

(s) Gee. W. Bainbridge, 

Secretary. 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above commm1ication was re
ferred to the City Engineer and Superintendent of the Street Department 
with instructions to remove and place in storage suitable to the Park 
Commission, the bleachers referred to, therein. 

The following communication, dated May 13th, 1943, was received 
from City Engineer, Mr. Thomas J. Halsey: 

Mr. John D. McNulty 
City Clerk 
Pittston City, Penna. 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 
At the Council request I checked the property 

frontage at 575 and 5111 North Main ~treet. 

Property No. 575 has a frontage of 140 feet 
fenced in X 150 feet in depth. 

Property No. 5111 has a frontage of 30 feet 
fenced in with a 13 foot driveway X 150 feet in depth. 

Total continuous frontage is 1113 feet, which 
corresponds to the assessment books. Although the depth of 
No. 581 varies, the books list it as 83 1 X 200f. 

Very truly yours, 

(s) Thomas J. Halsey, 
City Engineer 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above communication was ordered received and 
filed. 

Communication dated May 3, and reading as follows, was received 
from the Fourth Ward Service Club: 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

The Fourth Ward Service Club wishes to extend its 
deep appreciation for the loan of flags and bunting at 
a dinner party sponsored by the club for selectees on 
Monday night, April 26, 1943. 

The decorations contributed to the success of the 
dinner and we would like you to extend our thanks to 
the city officials for the interested cooperation re
ceived. 

Thanking you again, I am 

(s) John A. Venskus, Secretary 
FOURTH WARD SERVICE CLUB 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was ordered 
received and filed. 

Communication dated May 10, 1943, in re: M. Bolin Estate, and 
reading as follows, was received from the City Solicitor: 

John D. McNulty, City Clerk, 
City Hall, Pittston, Pa. 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

Your letter of May 7, 1943 on the above cautioned 
matter received. 

We are not held to the valuations fixed by Federal 



and County taxing authorities or those set up by our 
previous assessors. Our assessors, under the Aot, 
are to set the valuation of the property as they see 
it.' 

If an appeal was not taken at the proper time 
and in the proper form the right of appeal has been 
forfeited. 

Trusting this answers your question, I am 

(s) 
CJB:tm 

Very truly yours, 

Carl J. Burke, 
City Bolio i tor 
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On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, -the above communication was 
ordered reoei ved and filed. · 

Communication dated May 13, 1943, and reading as follows, was 
received from City Engineer, Thomas J. Halsey: 

(~ 

Mr. John D. McNulty 
City Clerk 
Pittston City, Penna. 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

In reply to your letter of May 6, 1943 as to estimate for 
repaving Main Street after removal of the tracks, I submit the fol
lowing: 

Paving that section of Main Street from Erie Railroad to a point 
305 feet south of Pine Street. This area to have the ties removed 
and a 10 inch knapp~d stone base constructed, when compressed and 
choked; surfaced with a 2 inch compressed amiesite wearing surface. 

2043 Lin. Ft. x 8 1 wide 1818 sq. yd. 
215 Lin~ Ft. xlS 1 wide --- ~ sq. yd. 

Total 2248 sq. yd. @ $4.20- $9,441.60 

Paving that section of Main Street from a point 305 feet south 
of Pine Street to the end of tracks near Mill Street. This area to 
have the ties left in; a 24 inch strip for each rail is f±gurea. 

The concrete to be repaired, sand and cement cushion to be placed 
and a brick surface laid. 

11374 Lin. Ft. of rail x 2• - ou ---- 2528 sq. yds. @ $5.50 per 
sq. yd. - $13,904.00 

100 sq. yds. of extra patching@ ~5-50 per sq. yd. $550.00 

Paving that section of Main Street from end of concrete near 
Parsonage Street to end of tracks at Pittston Junction. This area 
to have- the ties left in; a 24 inch strip for each rail is figured. 
~he concrete to be repaired, sand and cement cushion .to be placed 
and a brick surface laid. 

10162 Lin. Ft. of rail x 2r-o" wide-22580 sq. yd. ~ $5.50 per 
sq. yd. - $12,419.00 

100 sq. yds. of extra patching@ $5.50 per sq. yd. - $550.00 
Total Oost--$36, 864. 6o 

These estimates do not include the removal of the·rails. 
All the mentioned materials are available except the amiesite 

which would have to be approved by the Highway Department and ·the 
Government, although I believe their approval would be given as this 
is a main highway. 

Very truly yours, 
(s) Mr. Thomas J. Halsey, 

City Engineer 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. oheridan, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication 
was referred to the City Solicitor and members of City Council as a Com
mittee to meet with proper officials of the Wilkes-Barre Railway Traction 
Company. 

Communication dated May 6, addressed to John M. Dobbie and 
reading as follows, was received from the office of the Assistant City 
Engineer: · 

Dear Sir: 

By deeds recorded in City Engineer's office and 
dated April 30 and May 1, 1942; property formerly owned 
solely by Jo~~ Markowski R24 George Street, and assessed 
at ~1,125.00, was divided between two separate parties: to 
wit Mary Markowski 25' (feet) being the southerly side 
of double dwelling house; and John Markowski 25 1 (feet) 
being the northerly side of double dwelling. 

Evidently no change was made in 1943 Assessment 
books for property w~s assessed under John Markowski's 
name only, and for the entire 50 1 frontage. 

Therefore correction may be entered into assess
ment books and separate tax statements billed to the 
parties; dividing the assessed valuation of the present 
property. 

Yours truly, 
Leo Fasciana, Ass•t. Engr. 

Copy to: M.P. Ruane 

The above property of John Markowski R24 George St.; 
and assessed at $1,125.00 ~as divided as follows: 

Lot House Total 
John Markowski R24 George 25 1 100 1 5 $125.00 $438.00 $563.00 

$125.00 $437.00 $562.00 Mary Markowski 11 11 25' 100' 5 

Signed 

John 11. Dobbie 

Approved by me May 7, 1943 

(signed) Jo~~ M. Dobbie 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by 1tt. Sheridan, and by 
unanimo\\J.S vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above communicati::on 
having been approved of by the City Assessor, 1tr. John M. Dobbie, was 
ordered received and filed, and the City Clerk instructed to notify the 
City Treasurer, Mr. M. P. Ruane, of said changes. 

Communication dated May 13, 1943, addressed to the Honorable 
Mayor and Members of City Oounoil, and reading as follows, was received 

.from City Assessor, Mr. John M. Dobbie: 

Gentlemen: 
I hereby recommend abatement of the following City Taxes for 

the year 1942: 

Property on Carbondale Road, owned by the Miners Savings Bank, and re
ferred to as the Barber Building, 6th Ward; damaged by fire 
during April of 1942 to the extent that entire building was 
razed during the early part of July of 1942. Abatement on 
$3,000 Assessed Valuation for the last six months of the 
Year 1942. 

For the year of 1943, I recommend abatement of City TaEes on: 



1147. 

Property owned by Mrs. Rose Olonin, Rear 210 Mill Street, 5th 'Vfard, on 
an Assessed Valuation of $1,125, this being a double assess
ment. 

Property owned by Anna Redding, 136 Cornelia Street, 2nd Ward, Assessed 
Valuation - $500 this being a double assessment. 

Property owned by Anthony Bevilacqua, Rear 155 Vine Street, iOth Ward, 
Assessed Valuation, $807.00, this being a double assessment. 

Property owned by Frank Helme, 36 Parsonage Street, Third Ward, Abate
ment on $200 of assessed valuation; the 1943 Total Assessment 
on this property being increased by error in this amount. 

Property owned by Catherine Nometka, 105 Towpath, 3rd Ward, Abatement 
on $100 of assessed valuation; Total Assessed Valuatio~ of 
this property being increased by error in the above amount. 

Property owned by Sam 1. and Teresa Cordora, 25 West Railroad Street, 
11th Ward, Abatement on $250 .of Assessed Valuation; this 
abatement being due to excessive Total Assessed Valuation. 

Property owned by Pasquale Sorrentino, 36 River Stre~t, 11th Ward 
Abatement on $375. of Assessed Valuation, Total Assessed 
Valuation of $375 being excessive. 

Property owned by Y~ry Maruca, 92 River Street, 11th Ward, Abatement 
on $300 of Assessed Valuation, Total Assessed Valuation of 
$625 being excessive. 

Property owned by Roger Sorrentino, 120 Elizabeth Street, 11th Ward 
Abatement on $300. of Assessed Valuation, Total Assessed 
Valuation of $1,013 being excessive. 

Property owned by Charles F. Burns, 4 Kennedy Street, 9th Ward, Abate
ment on $1,250 of Total Assessed Valuation; this abatement 
being due to reduction in rate of value per foot front of 
$25 per foot allowed to adjoining property owners, but, 
through error, not allowed Mr. Burns. 

Property owned. by Eugene Merlitti, 132 Pine Street, 3th Ward, Abatement 
on $275 of Assessed Valuation, Total Assessed Valuation of 
this property being increased by error in this amount. 

Property owned by Mary Margaret Finnan, 26 Parsonage Street, 3rd Ward, 
Abatement on $500 of Assessed Valuation, the 1943 Total 
Assessment on this property being increased by error in this 
amount. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(s) John M. Dobbie, City 
Assessor. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above recommended abate
ments were approved of as read. 

Communication dated May 11, addressed to Mr. John M. Dobbie, 
and reading as follows, w~s received from the General Lru~d and Tax Agent, 
of the Erie Railroad Company: 

Dear Sir! 
I have just received from the City Treasurer, bills 

for taxes on our property in Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

One bill is against the Erie Railroad Company and is 
for a valuation of $3,250 at 61 Broad Street; the other bill is 

.against the Erie and Wyoming Valley RailWf!Y Company and is for a 



valuation of $500 at 250 Butler Street. I have no record in 
this office of the latter valuation. 

Will you please advise what this covers and when the 
valuation was £irst placed against this property. 

Very truly yours, 

(signed) A. B. Johnson s 
General Land and Tax Agent 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was re
ferred to the City Solicitor as well as the City Engineer. 

Communication dated May 7, and reading as follows, was received 
from the office of the County Commissioner in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen: 
From time to time corrections in assessments must 

be made by reason of property having been doubly assessed. 
By reason of these errors there are two tax liens filed a
gainst the said property in this office, one of which should 
be stricken off. In order to accomplish this, as it is re
lated to your taxes, we would like to have your authority in 
accordance with the enclosed specimen resolution. 

These taxes cannot be collected except once and 
their being on our ·books twice, gives you an inflated asset 
which should be promptly rectified. 

Kindly pass the resolution and return same to us 
in the enclosed stamped envelope. We thank you for your· 
cooperation. 

SJT!b 
enc. 

Yours very truly, 
LUZERNE COUNTY C0l~~ISSIONERS 

Stephen J. Tkach 
Chief Clerk 

On motion of 1tr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll C81l of members p,·esent, the Resolution referred to 
therein was auproved of and the proper City officials authorized to execute 
same. 

Councilman Joseph A. Walsh reported at length on trip to Harris
burg with the City Solicitor and Committee from the City School Board con
cerning aid and relief for damages caused by Mine subsidences. Copy of Mr. 
Walsh's report being on file in the Office of the City Clerk. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of. me'l~bers present, the above mentioned renort was 
ordered received and filed) and the Committee instructed to continue their 
efforts in behalf of said relief. 

Permit Application was received from Ki.zis and Latontck to erect 
neon building sign at their new place'-) of business, 31 North Main St., City. 
This application being approved of by the Chief of the Fire Department as 
well as the Superintendent of the Street Department, on motion of Mr. Turon 
seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members 
present, was granted. 
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There being no further business, on motion of Mr. Turon, see
onded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll Gall of members present, adjournment 
was made. 

APPROVED 

May 27, 1943. 
YEAS 

* G 
* w 
* T 

Absent S 
* R 

JOHN D. McNULTY 
OITY OLERK 

NAYS 

2 
1 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, MAY 27, 1943, AT 7:45P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session, Thursday, 
May 27, at 7:45 P. M., with Mayor John J~ Reilly presiding and all mem
bers of Com1cil present, With the exception of Mr. Sheridan, who was 
absent. 

Minutes of regular session of Thursday, May 13, 1943, were 
not read, but upon motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and 
by unanim.9us vote upon Roll Call of members present, were ordered rec
eived and filed. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3620. Pittston, Pennsylvania, May 27, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force for an additional ten (10) days, from May 
19, 1943.u 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. ~uron, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION N00621. Pittston, Pennsylvania, May 27;: 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 WHEREAS, organi
zations of blind persons throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
are a~opting the symbol of the White Cane, and WHEREAS, this symbol is 
being lli!iversally recognized throughout the length and breadth of our 
Commonwealth, and WHEREAS, at this time, it is fitting and proper that 
official action be taken so designating this symbol thus publicly rati
fying the efforts of these organizations, as well as paying honor to the 
splendid efforts of the members of such organizations. NOW, THEREFORE, 
BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pittston, acting on 
the expressed desire of the citizens of this City, that motorists are 
hereby requested to extend the courtesy of the road to those citizens 
with the Seeing Eye Dog or the White Cane, even as fellow pedestrians 
today extend the guiding hand of friendship and good citizenship. 11 

On motion of!~. Turon, seconded by Mr. Graolick, and by 
unanimous vote upon Rol~ Call of me "bers present, the above Resolution 
was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3622. Pittston, Pennsylvania, May 27, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Oouqjcil of the City of Pittston: 11 That the Dis
count Period for the payment of City Taxes for the current (1943) 
Duplicate be, and hereby is, further extended to the 30th day of June, 
1943, instead of May 31, as per Resolution No. 3610, dated March 25, 
1943. 11 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Res~lntion was 
adopted. 
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Director of Accounts and Finance, Mr. S. C. Grablick, in letter 
dated May 27, 1943, to the Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 
recommending payment of the following bills! 

Wages 

Broad Street Garage 
Joseph Ludden 

James Halford 

P. Forlano 

Carl J. Burke 

Volunteer Firemen, Feb., 
March and April. 
Repa~rs to Police Oar 

Wages, Second half of May, 
Civilian Defense. 
Wages, Second half of May, 
Civilian Defense 
Services, 11 I Am An Ameri can11 

Day 
Expenses to Harrisburg 

Total 

$758.40 
42.40 

24.00 

24.00 

5.00 
41.00 

$894.80 
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On motion of Mr. Turon> seconded by Mr. GrabliQ~ and by unanimous vote upon 
Roll Call of members present_, the above bills were approved of and ordered 
paid, MX. Walsh not voting on bill of Carl J. Burke, in the amount of$+1.00. 

At the request of City Council, the Assistant Oity Engineer, A~. 
lieo Fasciana, submitted the following list of side~alk construction com
menced under theW. P. A. project, and left unfinished, due to the sudden 
termination of all W. P. A. Projects: 

Sam DeMarco Cor. Tompkins-W. Railroad Sts. 950 Sq. Ft. 
Santo Giambra 1-3 Price St .. 135 II ll 

Joseph Rizzo 5 Price St. 120 II II 

Mike Viola Price St. 360 n II 

Stanley Osieski Johnson St. 250 II II 

1815 It II 

On motion of Mr. Grafiiick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the City Engineer was 
authorized to proceed with the completion of these sidewalks and any 
other sidewalks that may be desired by property owners, at a sum of 
$5.00 per 8 hours a day, or 62t cents perhour, for wages and necessary 
expenses such as Gasoline, etc., for the operating and maintenance of 
Concrete Mixer by City Employee, the City Clerk being instructed to have 
proper form of Agreement prepared by the City Solicitor, and signed and 
witnessed by those applying under this authority. 

Communication was received from City Assessor, John M. Dobbie, 
recommending that property listed under the name of John H. Mullin Estate, 
37-39 Tompkins St., llth Ward, and assessed at $8,250.00, be divided into 
two separate parcels, to wit! 

Miners Savings Bank, Pittston, Pennsylvania property, 37 
Tompkins Street, Total Assessed Valuation, $s,oo6~:oo; Deed 
covering this transfer on file in ~e office of the City 
Engineer under date of May 1, 1942. 

Angelo DiLorenzo and et al, 39 Tompkins Street, in the 
same Ward, Total Assessed Valuation, $3,244.oo; Deed cov
ering this transfer being recordeill in the office of the 
City Engineer, under date of July 15, 1942. · 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was 
approved and the Oity Clerk instructed to make proper transfer in the 
Assessment Books, notifying the City Treasurer, Mr. M. P. Ruane, of said 
changes. 

The following communication was received from the Exerrutive 
Office of the Presfudent, Office for Emergency Management: 

RENEWAL OF LEASE 
BETWEEN 

CITY OF PITTSTON 
and 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

LEASE NO. OEM3a-l098 

This is to notify the above-named lesso·r that under the provJ.sJ.ons of 
paragraph 5 of Lease I-Jo. OEM3a-1098, dated Dec. 16th, 1942, between 
the City of Pittston and the United States of America··for premises, viz! 

Two rooms containing an area of eight hundred sixty (860) 
square feet, mn the second floor of Old City Hall Building, 
situate at 14 Water Street, City of Pittston, Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. · 
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The United States of America this 13th day of May, 1943, elects to renew 
the said lease for the period of one year from July 1, 1943 and after 
June 30, 1943, and by these presents does nenew, extend, and adopt the said 
lease and all the terms and conditions thereof for the period beginning 
July 1, 1943, and ending June 30, 1944 and is subject to the availability 
of Government funds. 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

By (s) E. J. Weber 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was 
approved of and ordered received and filed. 

Communication dated May lg, 1943, and reading as follows, was 
received from the Upper Pittston War Service Club: 

Mayor John Reilly and Members of City Ooumnil, 
Pittston, Pa. 

Gentlemen:-

The committee on arrangements for the Flag 
Raising and Dedication of the Honor Roll of the Upper 
Pittston War Service Club, Sunday, May 30 at 3 p.m. 
North Main and New Streets, extend an invitation to 
be guests at that time. 

Thanking you in advance, I remain 

Respectfully 

(s) W. A. O'Hara 
Service Officer 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was 
ordered received and filed. 

Communication dated May 27, 1943, and reading as follows, was 
received from City Assessor, John M. Dobbie! 

Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, 
City Hall, Broad Street, Pittston, Pa. 

Gentlemen: 

I hereby reco~nend abatement of the following 
City Taxes for the year 1943: ~ 

Property 

Property 

owned by Mrs. Mary Fath, 159 Mill Street, 6th 
Ward, abatement on $250.00 of Assessed Valu
ation, Total Assessed Valuation of the proper
ty being increased by error in this amount. 

owned by Andrew, Thomas and Helen Kashuba, 197 
North Main St:reet, L~th Ward, Abatement on 
$500.00 of Assessed Valuation, Total Assessed 
Valuation of tDis prope:rty being increased by 
error in this amount. 

Very truly yours, 

(s) John M. Dobbie, 
City Assessor 

On motion of 1tt. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by lli1ani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above recommended Abate
ments we:re approved of as read. 
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Cow~unication dated May 24, 1943, and reading as follows, was 
received from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Governor's Office) Harris
burg, Pa.: 

Ron. John J. Reilly, Mayor, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Dear Mayor Reilly: 

The Governor directs me to acknowledge 
receipt of your telegram of May 22d with 
reference to Senate Bill No. 17, and to 
assure you it will receive his careful con
sideration, 

Sincerely yours, 

(s) George I. Bloom 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was 
approved of and ordered received and filed. 

Communication dated Pittston, Pa., May 22, 1943, and reading as 
follows, was received from Joseph M. Fearick: 

Dea:r Sirs! 
Having been inducted into the 

Armed Forces of the United States, I wish to 
apply fo:r a leave of absence-from my position 
as City Fire Truck Driver as of this date. 

approval, 
Hoping this meets with your 

I remain, sincerely yours, 

(signed) Joseph M. Fearick 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above request for leave 
of absence was granted. 

At the request of Mayor Reilly, and on motion of Mr. Grablick, 
seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members 
present, the City Clerk was instructed to have the Secretary of the 
Civil Service Examining Board fix a date for examination of applicants 
for positions open in the Fire Department~ 

Bids for materials and supplies being properly and legally 
advertised, to be received and opened ay this meeting were, upon motion 
of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mf. Turon, and by unanimous vote upon Roll 
Call of members present, ordered opened. 

The City Clerk received and opened bids from the following firms, 
all of which were received in accordance with specifications pertaining to 
same: 

Eureka- Fire Hose Company, Philadelphia, Pa., and Ei-Lateral 
Fire Hose Company, Chicago, Ill., covering Fire Rose re
quirements. 

Pittston Oil Company, Egan Oil and Supply Company, and Con
sumer 1 s Gas & Oil Company, all of Pittston City, covering 
Gasoline requirements. 

Mitchell's Lumber Company, Pittston, Pa., Central Clay 
Products Company, Wi lkes-Baxre, Pa., and A. S. Powers, 
Pittston, Pa., covering pipe fittings and general supply 
requirements. 



Wyoming Sand and Stone Company, Scranton, Pa., covering 
Colprovia requirements4 

Airport Sand and Gravel Company, Luzerne, Pa., and The 
Banks Stone and Sand Company, Wilkea-Barre, Pa., covering 
stone, crushed gravel, washed sand requirements. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above bids were ordered 
referred to the City Engineer, the City Solicitor, and Members of City 
Oouncil for proper tabulation and disposition •. 

·oity Solicitor, Carl J. Burke, informed Oouncil that meeting of 
City Officials with Officials of the Wilkes-Barre Traction Company arranged 
for the week of May 24, was, at the request of Council for the Traction 
Company, postponed until the week beginning May 31st. 

There being no further business, motion was 1nade by Mr. Turon, 
seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of membexs 
present, to adjouxn. 

APPROVE D 

JUJ.'"le l:Z2 19~2 
YEAS NAYS 
* G 
* w 1 

* T 2 
- -·--- -

* s 
* R 

JOFf..N D. McNULTY 
CITY CLERK 
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PITTSTON_, PENNSYLVANIA; JmJE 17TH, 1943, AT 8:00 P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session 
postponed from Thursday June lOth to today, Thursday June 17th, 
at 13:00 P.Ii., with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding and all members 
of Council present 

Minutes of regular session of Thursday, May 27th, 1943 
were not read but, upon motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon 
and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, were or
dered received and filed. 

Mayor John J. Reilly submitted report dated June 
lst, 1943, of meter collections as well as parking violations 
received by his Department for the month of May, 1943_, reading 
as follows: 

Parking Meter Fees 
,, 
~) 224.95 

Parking Violations 38.00 

Violations of City Ordinance 30.00 
$ 292.95 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan 
and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the 
above report was ordered received and filed. 

City Treasurer, M. P. Ruane, submitted an itemized 
report of the receipts and disbursements of the City Treasurerts 
Office for the month of May, 1943, reading as follows: 

Cash on Hand, 1JJ:ay __ 1 _, 1943 •.•••..•..•••••••• 
Receipts during the month ••.•.•..•.••.••••••• 

Total ••••••• 

Warrants Paid .••.••.•••••••••••••.••••••••••• 
Cash on Hand, May 31, 1943 ................... . 

Total ••••••• 

May 31st, Cash on Hand being distributed to 
the following accounts: 

~~ 32,970.52 
49_,318.93 

~ 82,289.45 

19,951.61 
62,337.84 

General Fund .................... ; .... , .......•.. $ 37,472.23 
6,057.62 
6_,879.22 
2_,570.49 
4,315.71 
4,445.50 

Bond and Interest, 1923 •... ·~ •••••.•••••••.•• 
Bond and Interest, 1935 ••••••••.•••.••••••••• 
Bond and Interest, 1938 •••••••.••••.••••••••• 
Bond and Interest, 1942 •...••...•.•...••.•.•• 
Funding and Improvement Bonds, 1942 ••....•••• 
Victory Tax Funds (City employees) ••.•.•••••• 597.07 

Total ••.•••• ~ 62,337.84 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon and 
by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, above report 
was ordered received and filed. 
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City Treasurer, M. P. Ruane, submitted report dated 
May 29th, 1943, covering City Licenses issued by his Office during 
the month of May, reading as follows: 

License applied for by: American 
Chocolate Shop, 44 No. Main St., 
Pittston, Penna., to erect a sign 
(wooden frame- Coca Cola). 
Granted May 1, 1943, license #640 .•..•••.•••• $ 2.00 

License applied for by: Postal 
Telegraph Cable Company. 
6 pls @.12~ - - 172~ 

I' Granted May 7, 1943, license 7!641.. •• • • •• • •• • 0.72 

License applied for by: Kizis & 
Latonick, 31 No. Main Street, 
Pittston, Penna., to erect a bldg. 
sign (Neon) bakelite 3 1 x 25 1 and 
31 1 X 16 1 • 

Granted May 21, 1943, license #642........... 2.00 

Total $ 4.72 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr~ Sheridan 
and by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, above 
report was ordered received and filed. 

itemized 
City Treasurer, Mr. M. P. Ruane submitted/final 

report and settlement of City Tax Duplicate for the year 1942, 
as set forth to the close of business as of May 31st, 1943 and 
asked that he be exonerated and released of t_"l')_e same. 

After careful study of this report, motion was made 
by Mr. Sheridan and seconded by Mr. Turon and concurred in by 
members present, that the report be approved and filed and that 
Mr. Ruane be notified to instruct the Deputy Tax Collector to 
make every effort possible to collect the balance of taxes due 
on this Duplicate, especially those of the personal taxes of 
both male and female. 

Report for the month of May, 1943, and reading as 
follows, was received from the Health Officer: 

TN:fmk 

Pittston, Pennsylvania 
June 1st, 1943 

Honorable Mayor and Members of Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen: 

The following is my report for the month 
of May, 1943: 

Monthly report sent to· the Medical Director. 
Weekly report sent to the I\Cedi cal Director. 
Visits, each, to Beef Houses •......•••.••• ~ 3 
Visits, each, to Restaurants ................ 4 
Health Certificates issued ••••••• ~···•••••• 10 

Respectfully submitted, 

THOMAS NEWCOMB 
HEALTH OFFICER 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and 
by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, report was ordered 
received and filed. 

Report for the month of May, 1943, ru1d reading as follows, 
was received from tbe Sealer of Weights and IV:easures: 

TN:fmk 

Pittston, Pennsylvania 
June 1st" 1943 

Honorable Iviayor and Members of Ci t;y Council, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen: 

The following is my report for the 
month of May, 1943: 

Corrected 8c Sealed Adjusted 

Person Scales 8 

Counter Scales 7 

Wagon Scales 1 

Gasoline Pmnp s l 

Prescription Scales 3 

Respectfully submitted, 

~'ROMAS NEVVCmt:B 
SEALER OF WEIGHTS & IftEASURES. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and 
by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, report was 
ordered received and filed. 

~ 

FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 439, AN.ORDINANCE RELATING TO 
THE PAYMENT OF SALARY OF JANITOR OF Tlffi CITY OF PIT~'STON, PENN
SYLVANIA, was read at length for the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. v"v'alsh, 
and upon roll call of members present, the above Ordinance was 
adopted on first reading. 

On motlon of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan" 
and upon roll call of rnembers :r:resent, the rules were rescinded 
and File of Council #439 read at length for the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh, 
and by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, the above 
Ordinance was adopted on second reading. 

FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 440, AN ORDIEANCE RELATING TO 
THE PAYMENT "DF WAGES OF JANIT?.ESSES (2) OF Tlffi CITY OF PITTSTON, 
PENNSYLVANIA, was read at length for the first time 6 
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On motion of Mr. Sheridan_, seconded by Mr. Walsh.., and 
upon roll call of members present_, the above Ordinance was adopted 
on first reading. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan_, and 
upon roll call of members present_, the rules were rescinded and 
File of Council #440 read at length for the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan_, seconded by Mr. Walsh_, and· 
by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, the above Or
dinance was adopted on second reading. 

RESOLUTION #3623. Pittston, Pennsylvania, June 17th, 
1943. BE IT RESOLVED, by too City Council of t-he City of Pittston: 
11 That it will be necessary to extend the positions of the Special 
Police Officers and Police Clerks on the Force for an additional 
ten (10) days, from:May 29_, 1943 11 • 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution 
was adopted. 

RESOLUTION #3624. Pittston_, Pennsylvania, June 17th,. 
1943. BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 
ttThat it will be necessary to extend the positions of the Special 
Police Officers and Police Clerks on the Force for an additional 
ten (10) days, from June 8th, 1943 11 • 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanimous vote on Roll Call of members p.Pesent, the above Resolu
tion was adopted. 

RESOLUTION #3625. Pittston, Pennsylvania, June 17th, 
1943. BE IT~~SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 
11That it will be necessary to extend the positions of the Special 
Police Officers ani Police Clerks on the Force for an additional 
ten (10) days, from June 18, 1943 11 • 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, the above Resolu
tion was adopted. 

RESOLUTION #3626. Pittston, Pennsylvania~ June 17th, 
1943. BE IT RESOLVED, by tfie City Council of the City of Pittston: 
t1That House Bill /}3.6 of the General Assembly of Pennsylva.nia, se
cessions of 1943, reading as follows: "Abating certain tax penal
ties and interest on unpaid county, city, borough, town, township, 
school district, poor district and pounty institution district 
taxes, '''i th certain exceptions prohibiting the sale of real proper
ty for the nonpayment of any such taxes for a certain period and 
preserving certain tax liens and providing for the extension thereoftt, 
be and is hereby adopted by the Council of the City of Pittston and 
the City Treasurer of City of Pittston is hereby authorized to coll
ect taxes according to the above statute. 

On motion of l''r. Vlalsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, the above Resolu
tion was adopted. 

RESOLUTION #3627. Pittston, Pennsylvania, June 17th, 
1943, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 
ttThat the Bond of I:. P. Ruane, Collector of City Taxes for the City 
of Pittston, Penr~ylvania, be relieved and released of the follow
ing balance as appears on the duplicate for the year 1942, ~~59,043. 
71 .. 
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The foregoing balance consists of personal taxes of male and female 
exonerations, abatements, and of properties ·that have been certified 
nnd for which liens can be filed ac:ainst SGid properties ot the time 
as require9- by lawn. 

On motion of r~r. Sheridan, seconded by r.Tr. Turon, <:md 
by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, the nbo1re Hcsolu
tion wos adopted. 

Director of Accounts and Finance, Sylvester C. Grablick, 
in letter dated June 17th, 1943, to the Honorable Mayor and Members 
of City Council, reconr,nended payment of the folloviing 'bills: 

Avc~c-ican Lecion, John D. 
Stork Post 
John A. Allan 
John A. Allan 
Ar·e r i can Surety Company 
Airport Sand & Gravel Co. 
Ce-rl .T. Bur lee 

Butera Auto Body Works 
Broad Street Garaee 
Bell Telephone Co. 
Harold F •. Collins 
.Consur:1er t s Ice Co. 
Consumer 1 s Gas & Oil Co. 

Egan Oil & Supply Co. 
Wesley M. Evans 
Eagen Hardware Co. 
Ft. Pittston Post· #635 
Vet. of Foreign Viars 
Glen Summit VJater Co. 
Thomas Hood 

Harry C. Hunt 
Kehoe & M cNal'llara. 
Klein Auto Parts Co. 
LaBarre's Stationery Store 
Ludwig's Hardware Store 
Municipal Year Book 
A. L. Miller 1 s Junk Yard 
Mitchell r s Lumber Company 
New York Casualty Co. 
Newcomb Brothers 
Pittston-Luzerne Corp. 
A. S. Powers 
Pittston Gazette 
Pittston Oil Company, Inc. 
Scranton-Spring Brook Water 
Service Company 
Scranton Electric Company 
Scranton Electric Company 
The Texas Lunch 
J. & R. Construction Co. 

SCG:f 

Memorial nay Expenses 
Cornpensation Audit 
Ad·Utional premitnn 
Premiums on Bonds 
Sand 
Trip to Harrisburg 
(Flushing Project) 
Repairs to concrete mixer 
Welding (Civilian Defense) 
Phones 
Postage Stamps 
Ice 

df· 
'iP 

Gas, oil, etc. (March, April 
and May accounts) 
Gas and oil 
Misc. supplies 
Misc. supplies 

Memorial Day Expenses 
Drinking Water 
General repairs, fire alarm 
system 
Pads (Civ. Defense Program) 
Insurance on trucks 
Mise. supplies 
Supplies 
Supplies 
1943 Municipal Year Book 
Angle iron 
Lmnber 
Premium on Bonds 
Coal 
Manhole covers 
Pipe, etc. 
Programs, etc. 
Gas u· 

Water service 
Electric light service 
Street lighting 
Food (Police Dept.) 
1940 International Used Truck 

50.00 
864.57 

58.37 
60.00 

6.06 

16.00 
3.00 
5.75 

50.63 
10.00 
26.50 

265.40 
76.15 

5.00 
27.59 

50.00 
8.50 

64.26 
10.75 

4.13 
43.88 
3.50 

12.64 
7.50 
i.40 

12.12 
300.00 

13.16 
64.80 
15.06 
61.05 
43.37 

146.10 
51.52 

1006.45 
1.00 

1500.00 

Total ~~ 4946.21 

Respectfully submitted, 

SYINESTER C. GRABLICK, DIRECTOR 
OFFICE OF ACCOUUTS & FINANCE. 
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On motion .of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and 
by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present~ the above bills 
were approved of as. read and ordered paid. Mr. Walsh not voting 
on bill of Carl J. Burke in the amount of ~~16. 00 ~ and Mayor John 
J. ReiJly not voting on bill of Pittston-Luzerne Corp. in the amount 
of ~f-64.80. 

Communication dated June 8th, 1943, addressed to the 
Mayor and City Council and reading as follows was received from 
Emerson G. Howley: 

Gentlemen: 

Attached herewith is a change of schedule 
of the Laurel Line Transportation Company's BusSer
vice~ operating between Pittston and Moosic. 

You will note that the service has been 
reduced from "half hour 11 to 11 hour 11 service. The 
Company maintains that the reduction has been made 
at the request of the Office of Defense Transporta
tion, to reduce the bus mileage. I contend that 
the Scranton Bus service should be discontinued, 
and tthalf hour 11 service between Pittston and Moosic 
be retained inasmuch as the bus line parallels the 
third rail system. 

I respectfully request that you make im
mediate protest to the officials of the Transporta
tion Company and the Office of Defense Transportation. 

EGH:fmk 
Enc. 

Respectfully yours, 

EMERSON G. HOWLEY 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan,and 
by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, the above 
communication was referred to the City Solicitor with instruc
tions that he confer with the officials of the Transportation 
Company protesting the curtaiLment of the bus service. 

Communication dated June 15th, 1943, to the Members 
of City Council and reading as follows, 1vas received from Cather
ine McHale of 46 Prospect Street, Pittston, Penna.: 

Gentlemen: 

I would like you to take some action 
on the water problem affecting my property at 
the corner of Prospect and Leonard Streets. 
I dontt see why this property should be a water
way for the vmter coming from Hughestown. There 
must be something that can be done about it as 
every storm makes matters worse for, not only is 
the garage in. danger of being washed away but 
several inches of mud is carried into and left 
on the earage floor. This means that we have to 
shovel it out after each heavy rain storm. 



In August of 1942, I signed a right of 
way on the property for a VJ.P.A. proJect which 
might have eliminated further trouble. Although 
it was knovm for some time that W.P.A. would close 
in May or June of 1943, nothing was done to get this 
project started and completed by that time. 

As I believe you ~lready know we have lived 
here for eighteen years and for fourteen of those 
years no water touched the property. After the grad
ing of Leonard and Prospect Streets in 1939 or 1940 
the water began destroying the property. 

I hope you will give this matter your im
mediate attention. I thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

CATlillRINE McHALE 
Property Owner 
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On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by :Mr. She rid an, 
and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the 
above communication was referred to the City Engineer and Mem
bers of Council as a body, for proper investigation. 

Communication dated June l, 1943, and reading as 
follows, was received from Pittston Camp #17, United Spanish 
·war Veterans, addressed to the Honorable Mayor and City· Council: 

Gentlemen: 

On behalf of the Veterans of 
Greater Pittston, who served in the armed 
forces of the United States during the Span
ish-American War and the Philippine Insurrec
tion, we wish to thank you gentlemen for your 
kindness and cooperation in erecting an Honor 
Roll to perpetuate the memory of our Comrades. 

We owe you a debt of gratitude for 
your thoughtfulness, which we shall never be 
able to repay. 

Comrade, 

JOHN F. TOOLE,. COMMANDER, 
UNITED SPANISH-AlmRICAN 
WAR VETERANS, POST 17. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Illr. Turon, and 
by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, the above 
communication was ordered received and filed. 
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Communication dated June 1 7 1943~ addressed to the 
City Clerk and reading as follows was received from John A. Ven
skus, Secretary, Fourth Ward Service Club: 

Dear Mr. McNulty! 

The Fourth Ward Service Club is 
most grateful to the city officials for the trans
portation facilities provided the club in transpor
ting tables for a dinner-dance conducted on Tuesday 
night, May 25, in honor of selectees of the ward. 

Your cooperation in such worthy 
undertakings is greatly appreciated by the club 
and contributes immensely to their success. 

Thanking you again, I run 

Very truly yours, 

John A. Venskus, Secretary 
FOURTH WARD SERVICE CLUB. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh~ seconded by Mr. Turon, and 
by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, the above com
munication was ordered received and filed. 

Mrs. Minichello, of 24 Hunter Street, Browntown, 
appeared in person and entered complaint of water damaging 
her property at 211-213 Parsonage Street. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan~ 
and by unanimou~ vote on roll call of members present, complaint 
was referred to the City Engineer as well as Council as a body 
for proper investigation. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan 
and by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present~ the City 
Mechanic, Mr. James Halford, was instructed to deliver chasis of 
used truck, purchased from the J. & R. Construction Company, to 
the William & Harvey Rolland Inc., 1521 North 33rd Street, Phila
delphia, Pennsylvania, to have frame built up to comply with 
Garwood Company's specifications. 

Under the same motion, Mr. Halford was granted an 
expense item of ~1~25,00, since he is to remain with the chasis 
until such time as the frame work is completed and then deliver 
said chasis to the Garwood Company for mounting of body. Time 
estimated to complete building of frame being three to four days. 

Petition bearing the signature of seventeen names 
complaining about building on Tunnel St. now being used by the 
Pittston Milling Company as a Poultry Hatchery, was presented 
to Council by Mrs. Victoria Kupleski of 8 Tunnel Street. Mrs. 
Kupleski addressed Council as well as IV;rs. John Hubra~ of the 
same address, and Kr. Seiple of the Pittston Milling Company. 

On motion of r~;r. Turon~ seconded by Mr. Walsh and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, complaint was 
referred to the Health Officer and Chief of the Fire Department 
for proper investigation. 



1163 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan seconded by Mr. Walsh and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, City Council was 
instructed to file objections to recent appointments as members 
of the Local Rationing Board, since most appointments were people 
living outside the area of the Local Board. The City Clerk being 
instructed to arrange for said meeting with Mr. Frank Snyder_, Dis
trict Director, Office of Price Administration. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and 
by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, the City Engin
eer was instructed to investigate manholes and sewer conditions at 
Carroll and Church Streets since there is always an over-flow of 
water during each rain storm. The sewer referred to herein was 
constructed by W. P. A. during 1940 and never did zive satisfact
ory seJ!"Vice. 

Under date of June 12, 1943, truck owned by Michael 
Kovack, 960 \Vheeler Avenue, Scranton, Pennsylvania, and carrying 
gasoline, overturned on North Main Street, north of Miller Street, 
catching fire an:i causing considerable damage to curb and side
walk as well as telephone and electric wire and cables. 

On motion of Ivlr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and 
by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members pPesent, the City Engin
eer was instructed to prepare estimate of damage to curb and side
walk and submit same to Council. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and 
by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members pPesent, the City 
Solicitor Vias instructed to confer with officials of the Morgan 
Coal Company concerning c ondi t ion of air-shaft at their former 
operation in the 4th Ward of the City. 

Mr. Walsh reported that 1\':ayor Reilly, City Solicitor 
Carl J. Burke, City Engineer Thomas Halsey and Mr. Vlalsh conferred 
vlith officials of the Wilkes-Barrft Traction Company regarding the 
removal of the rails and that the committee would take the matter 
up with :rtr. Schroyer, Secretary of the State Highway Department 
to seek its cooperation. 

Mr. \IValsh also reported that on June 9th, Ivir. Collins, 
Mr. Flanagan, Mr. Hennigan of the School Board and City Solicitor 
Carl Burke and Mr. Walsh of City Council_, visited Harrisburg and 
submitted additional plans for aid to cover recent d~~ages caused 
by various mine caves within the City Limits. 

Permit application was received from Alpaugh & Barnes, 
127 South !Lain Street, City, to repair building at same address 
d2maged by fire. This application being approved by the Fire Chief, 
the Superintendent of the Street Department, and the War Production 
Board. 

On motion of ll'cr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and 
by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present same was approved. 

The hour getting late, motion was made by Mr. Grablick 
seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous vote on Roll Call of mem
bers present, to continue meeting to Saturday, June 19th, 1943, at 
2:30P.M. 
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PITTSTON.,PENNSYLV.ANIA, SATURDAY, JUNE 19TH, 1943, AT 2:45 P.M. 

re-
City Council/convened in re;_:,ular session of Thursday, 

June 17th, continued to today, Saturday, June 19th, 1943, at 
2:45 P.M., with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding and all members of 
Council present vJith the exception of }'lr. Grablick. 

This being a continued meeting, minutes of Thursday 
June 17th, v!Tere not read. 

On motion of Ivir. Turon, seconded by r;~r. Sheridan, and 
on Roll Call of members present, bill of the J. & R. Construction 
Company, in the amount of ~iil500. 00 for used 2-3 ton truck, recent
ly purchased was approved of and ordered paid. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by ~.~r. Sheridan, and 
by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk 
was instructed to notify the Eureka Fire Hose Company, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, that fire hose contract awarded them on their bid of 
April 18, 1942, and for which priority rating was refused by the 
W.P.B. be cancelled and the bond submitted by them covering our 
purchase order on same be cancelled also. That they be notified 
that, unless definite assurance can be given by Thursday, June 
23rd, 1943, that Multiple VJoven Hose can be furnished on priority 
rating e;ranted to purchase 2-~tt single .jacket hose, and that they 
can guarantee date of delivery of sa.111e, purchase of single .jacket 
hose would be awarded at meetint; of 1'hursday, June 24th, 1943, to 
the lowest bidder. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and 
by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, contracts were 
awarded Eagen Oil & Supply Company, Consu.111er 1 s Gas & Oil Company, 
and the Pittston Oil Company, in equal amounts for gasoline re
quirements for the year 1943, on bids submitted by them at the 
prevailing price of 14~7/10~ per gallon being bid submitted by all 
three (3). · 

.r) 

On motion of Mr •. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh and 
by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, the following 
contracts were awarded on bids submitted: 

Mitchell Lumber Co., Pittston, Pa ..• Cement and Lime. 

Central Clay Products Co. 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa •.• Common bricks, Paving 

brick and Calcium Chloride. 

A. S. Povver s, Pittston, Penna ••.•.•• Pipe and fittings. 

Airport Sand and Gravel Company 
Luzerne, Penna •••.•..• Stone, sand and gravel. 

On the same motion the City Clerk was instructed to 
re-advertise for bids on Coal and all road repair material. 

Permit application was received from Scranton Electric 
Company, dated June 18th, 1943, for permission to construct a 
manhole 4~ 1 x 9 1 at Brandenburg Lane. This manhole to be constructed 
of brick or concrete with a 32n malable iron manhole cover. 

Permit application having been approved of by Mayor 
Reilly, on motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Nl:r. Sheridan and by . 
unanin:ous vote on Roll Call of members prese-nt, the same was approved, 
and permit granted. 
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There being no further business; motion was made by 
Mr. Walsh., seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous vote upon 
Roll Call of members present, to adjourn. 

A P P R 0 V E D 

YEAS 
siYlliL.21l,_J.9.43 

NAYS 
absent G 

* w 2 

* T 1 

absent s 

* R 

John D. McNulty 
CITY CLERK. 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, JUNE 24, 1943, AT 7:15P.M. 

Pittston City Council conv:ened in regular session Thursday, June 
24, at 7:15P.M., with 1~yor John J. Reilly presiding, Councilmen Walsh 
and Turon present, Councilmen Grabl.ick and Sheridan being absent. 

Minutes of regular session of June 17, 1943, and re-convened 
session of Saturday, June 19, 1943, were read, and upon motion of Mr. Turon 
seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll Oall of members present, ordered ap
proved as read. 

FILE OF COIDTCIL NO. 439, AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO PAYMENT OF 
SALARY OF JANITOR OF THE CITY OF PITTSTON, PA., was read at length for the 
third time. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh,· seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Oall 
of members present, the above Ordinance was apuroved on Third and Final 
reading. 

FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 440, AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE PAYMENT 
OF WAGES OF JANITRESSES (2) OF THE CITY OF PITTSTON, PA., was read at length 
for the third time. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above Ordinance was ap~roved on Third and Final 
reading. 

Director of Accounts and Finance, Mr. S. C. Grablick, in letter 
dated June 24, to the Honorable Mayor and Members of Oity Council, recom
mended payment of the following bills: 

Oarl J. Burke, City Solici-tor 
James Halford 

Joseph Ludden 

Thomas Rood 
James Halford 

Joseph Ludden 

Liens, Prothonotary 1 s Office 
Wages, Civilian Defense, 
First Half of June 
Wages, Civilian Defense, 
First Half of June 
Repairs to Fire Alarm System 
Wages, Civilian Defense, 
Second Half of June 
Wages, Uivilian Defense, 
Second Half of June 

$ 5.00 

58.50 

5~·50 
7.14 

52.00 

46.00 

$227.14 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by .Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above bills were apuroved of and ordered paid. 

Communication dated June 12, 1943, from the Federal Works Agency, 
Public Roads Administration, Washington, D. C., and reading as follows, was 
received and read: 

1~. John D. McNulty, Oity Clerk 
Oity Hall, Broad Street, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

My dear Mr. McNulty: 

4488, and 4469, 
Tie are enclosing copies of Applications Nos. 4uS7, 

certified as requested. 

Your attention is directed to the statement on the 
certificate that it does not constitute authority to begin construction 
under Limitation Order L-41 of the War Production Board. The 11 General 
Authority to Begin O~mstructionn, L-41-600, has been revoked as of 
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March 15, 1943, and, if the work described is a construction job, it 
will be necessary for you to obtain a special authorization if the 
project mad not been started prior to March 15, 1943. Inform~tion 
relative to the procedure to be followed, as well as forms for re
questing authorization, may be obtained from your State Highway 
Department. 

Very t-ruly yours, 
E. F. Kelley, Acting Commissioner 
Public Roads Administration 

By (s) J. T. Pauls 
Encls. Principal Highway Engineer 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll Call. 
of members present; the above communication was ordered received and filed. 

Communication dated June 22, 1943, to the Honorable Mayor and 
Members of City Council was received from the Fire Chief, Frank Castner, 
reading as follows: 

Gentlemen: 

I investigated Pittston Flour and Feed Company 
Hatchery, located on Tunnel Street, City of Pittston, 
along with Mr. Seiple of the Pittston Flour & Feed Company. 
Mr. Seiple informed me that he intended to keep large chick
ens only on the third floor and that there would be no 
keres ene burner.s or coal fires in the building at any time. 
He stated that the lower floors were to be used for storage 
of feed, hay, etc. Under these conditions which he assured 
me would be applied to the bui.lding in question, I find that 
no Fire Hazard would be involved. 

I saw no rats during my investigation. I did, 
however, see numerous rats the time of the recent fire. It is 
my opinion that these rats come from the Mines. It is 
possible, also, that they may be sewer rats since there is an 
open creek running by the property. 

FC: f 

Very truly yours, 

(s) Frank Castner, 
Fire Chief 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above communication was wrdered received 
and filed. 

Communication dated June 22, to the Honorable Mayor and Members 
of City Council, was received from Thomas Newcomb, Health Officer, reading 
as follows: 

Gentlemen! 

The ·following is my report on the hatchery 
on Tunnel Street: 

The hatchery is eighteen (18 1 ) feet from the 
nearest building. The complainant, Mrs. Vic
toria Kupleski, has four turkeys ana several 
chickens, as well as four dogs, running around 
the yard at large. 

The only odor I discovered was coming from a 
sewer between the two buildings. I would 
recommend the City Street Department to go 
up and see who the sewer belongs to~,. and have 
it fix~d. 



The Pittston Feed Manager is going to take the 
turkeys out of the building and only have a few 
chickens in it. He is then going to use the 
balance of the bui1l·ding for feed and hay. 

TN:f 

Respectfully submitted, 

(s) Thomas Newcomb 
Health Officer 

116~. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by~~. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above communication was ordered received and 
filed. 

. At the request of Councilman W~lsh, the following letter dated 
June 23, was forwarded to the Lackawanna and Wyomtng Valley Railroad Go., 
(Laurel Line) Scranton, Pa.: 

Gentlemen: 
Your attention is directed to 

the fence running along your right-of-way in lower 
Pittston, north of the South Pittston station, or 
in the rear of Assembly Hall on South Main Street. 
This fence is in very bad condition, with the result 
that the public is using this as a 11 short cut 11 by 
crossing over the tracks. It has been called to our 
attention by taxpayers in this section of the City 
that, the fence should be repaired and the practice 
of the public in crossing the tracks at this point 
stopped. 

We suggest that this be given 
your serious consideration before someone is eleC
trocuted at this point. 

Very truly yours, 

JDMcN:f (s) John D. McNulty, City Clerk 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Rol'l Call 
of members present, the above communication was ordered spread upon the 
minutes of this meeting. 

City Assessor John M. Dobbie in letter dated June 24, to the 
Honorable Mayor and City Council recommended abatement of the following 
City Taxes for the yea~ 1943: 

Property owned by: 

Property owned by: 

Property owned by: 

Santo Perillo, 89 E. Railroad St., lOth Ward. 
Abatement of $157.00 of assessed valuation, 
total assessed valuation of the property 
being increased in error by this amount. 

Peter and Rose Mangione, 212 S. 1~in St., 
lOth Ward. Abatement on $93~.00 of assessed 
valuation, total assessed valuation being 
increased in error by this amoumt. 

Jos., Salvatore and Rosario Andalora, 117-
119 South 1~in Street, 9th Ward. 
Abatement on $1,225 of assessed valuation, 
total asse~sed valuation of the property 
being increased in error by this amount. 

O:o. motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon vote on 
Roll Call of members present, the above recommended abatements were granted. 

Communication dated June 24, from Mr.Oarl J. Burke, City Solicitor 
was received and read: 



John D. McNulty, City Clerk, 
City Hall, Pittston, Pa. 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

Council referred to me the complaints of 
the citizens of the service rendered by the WilkeS
Barre Railway Company on the Pittston-Duryea and 
the Avoca-Forest Castle lines. 

Herewith is my file, together with a 
schedule which 0. W. Hoch, Superintendent, advises 
me is rigidly adhered to. 

If there are any other questions on this 
matter, kindly let me know. 

CJB: tm . 
Enclosure 

Very truly yours 

(s) Carl J. Burke, 
City Solicitor 
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On motion of Mr. Turon,. seconded by Mr .. Walsh, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above communication was ordered received and filed. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by 1tt. Walsh, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, regular meeting dates of City Council was changed from 
the second and last Thursday of each month, to the last Thursday only, of 
each month, for the summer months, only. 

There being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Turon, 
seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll Call of members present, to adjourn • 

. .--:.~~'., /" - ..... ·_ _, 
' A :i? P R 0 V E D 

July 3th' 1943 . . 
YEAS NAYS 

* G 

* w 1 

* T 

* s 2 
Absent R 

JOHN D. McNULTY 
CITY CLERK 

• 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, JULY 8TH, 1943, AT 7:00 P.M. 

Parking Meter Fees 
Par~ing Violations 

Total 

$ 205.35 
11.00 

$ 216.85 

1170. 

On motion· of :Mr. Walsh, seconded by Hr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered 
received and filed. 

City Treasurer M. P. Ruane submitted itemized report of receipts 
and disbursements of the City Treasurer's Office for the month of June,-
1943, reading as follows: 

Cash-on1Iand, June 1st, 1943 •.......................... $ 62,337.34 
Receipts during the Month .............................. ...--11, 661.16 

. _ . Total $ 79,999.00 

Warrants Paid ..............•..•......................... $ 17,316.45 
- Ca~h on Hand, June 30, 1943 . .. . . ..... .. . . . . . .• .. . . . . . .. 62,632.1=)5 

•. Total illi 79,999.00 

June 30th Cash on Hand distributed to the 
following accounts: 

General Fund ........................................... $ 34,945.07 
Bond and Interest, 1923 . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . 7,365.58 
Bond and Interest, 1935 • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.293.34 
Bond and Interest, 1933 •. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,057.15 
Bond· and Interest, 1942 • . . .. . . .. . . . . ... . .. . . . . . . .. . . . .. 5,154.51 
Funding and Improvement Bonds Account, 1942 ............ 2,945.50 
Victory Tax Fund (City Employees) .................. .... ~10.40 

$62, i52.55 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered re
ceived and filed. 

City Treasurer Mr. M. P. Ruane submitted report dated June 30, 
19l.~3, covering Oi ty Licenses issued by his office during the month of Ju.ne 

.reading as follows! 

License applied for by John DeFalco, 29 So. Main 
St., Pittston, Penna. License fee for (1) one 
pinball machine for year ending December 31, 1943 
Granted June 8, 1943,license #643 ...... ····~······ $ 25.00 

License applied for by: James Lenza, 75 Parsonage St .. 
Pittston, Penna. License fee for (1) one pinball rna-· · 
chine for year ending December 31, 1943. Granted 
June 12, 1943, license #644 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00 

License apnlied for by: A. W. Stine, 97 Carroll St., 
Pittston, Pen~a. License for (1) one pinball 
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( Cont 1 d) 
machine for year ending December 31, 1943. 
Gr~nted June 29, 1943, license #645 ............. $ 25.00 

Total $ 75.00 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above report was ordered received and filed. 

Report for the month of June, 1943, and reading as follows, was 
received from the Health Officer! 

Monthly report sent to the Med. Director 
Visits, each, to Restaurants •........•.. 5 
Weekly report sent to the Medical Director 
Health Certificates issued •............ 15 
11 N D . 11 • t 1 o umplng Slgns pu up •..•........• 
Weekly report sent to F~rrisburg. 

(s) Thomas Newcomb, 
Health Officer 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, reconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above report was ordered received and filed. 

Reuort for the month of June, 1943, reading as follows, was re
ceived from the Sealer of Weights and Measures: 

Wagon Scales 
Gasoline Pumps 
Bean Scales 
Person Scales 
Counter scales 

Corrected and Sealed 
1 
2 
6 
4 
5 

(s) Thomas Newcomb, 
Sealer of Weights and Measures 

Adjusted 
2 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by 1rr. Turon, and upon Roilil Call 
of members present, the above report was ordered received and filed • 

The following reuort, dated July 7, 1943, addressed to the Mayor 
and Members of City Council, was submitted by Francis A. Earley, Secretary 
of the Civil Service Board: 

Gentlemen.: 
This is to certify that the following have successfully 

passed the Civil Service Examination for Fire Truck Driver: 

1. Clarence Sutter 
2. Edward Pahl 
3. James Sheerer 
4. Joseph Rowan 

Respectfully submitted, 

(s) Francis A. Earley 
Secretary 

Civil Service Board 

On motion of :Mr. Sheridan, seoonded by Mr. Walsh, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered 
received and filed. 

RESOLUTION NO. 362ES. Pittston, Pennsylvania, July 3, 1943. BE IT RESOLVED 
by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will be necessary 
to extend the positions of Special Police Officers and Police Clerks on the 
force for an additional Ten (10) days, from June 23, 1943. 11 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconde<J_ by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution "f'l'as adoDted. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 3629. Pittston, Pennsylvania, July~,. 1943. BE IT RESOLVED 
by the City Council of the City of Pittston: nThat it vrill be necessary 
to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and Police Clerks 
on the force for an additional Ten (10) days, from July~' 1943. 11 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was 
adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3630. Pittston, Pennsylvania, July ~' 1943. BE IT RESOLVED 
by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That the sum of ~~50.00 be 
transferred from the Department of Accounts and Finance, Item 11 0ffice 
Supplies 11 to the Department of Accounts and Finance, Item 11 Advertising 
and Printing Reports 11 • 11 11 That the sum of $50.09 be transferred from the 
Department of Parks and Public Buildings, Item Repairs" to the Department 
of Parks and Public Buildings, I tern 11 0ther Expenses for Maintenance". 11 

11 That the sum of $~00.00 be transferred from the Department of Miscellan
eous Accounts, Item 11 W. P. A. Projects Material and Supplies 11 , to the 
Department of Miscellaneous Accounts, Item nMilitary §ontributions. 11 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Tuxon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

Director of Accounts and Finance, Mr. S. C. Grablick, in letter 
dated July~' 1943, to the Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council rec..
ommended payment of the following bills: 

Airnort Sand & Gravel Co. 
America~ Surety Company 

Anthracite Paint & Wallpaper 
Borr & Casey 
Barber Motor Oar Co. 
Vincent E. Dhurchfield 
William P. Bonser 
Consumer's Gas & Oil Co. 
Consumer's Ice Co. 

. Wesley M. Evans 
Eagen Hardware Co. 
Franconi Auto Parts 
Glen Summit Springs Water Co. 
The Pittston Gazette Co. 
Harry 0. Hrmt 
Klein Auto Parts Go. 
Lehigh Valley R. R. Go. 
LaBarre 1s Stationery Store 
Mitchell's Lumber Yard 
Oplinger Blue Printing Co. 
Pittston Oil Go., Inc. 
Pittston Wallpaper· Co. 
Austin S. Powers 
Hugh Ridall 
P. A. Sammon 
p. A. Sammon 
Allan W. Smiles 
Scranton-Snr.-Brook Water Co. 
The Scrant~n Electric Co. 
The Scranton Electric Go. 
E. Pahl 
D. Richardson 
Williams Stationery Store 
John D. McNulty City Clerk 
Barber Motor Oar Co. 
James Halford 
Bell Telephone Co. 

( s ) 

f:land $ 8.31 
Mercantile Robbery & Safe 

Burglary Insurance. 13~.38 
Store-10 Gallons Paint 27.50 

Bandages, etc. 3.96 
Misc. supplies 4.45 
New traffic lights'· honor roll 269 .. 45 
Misc. supplies 1g.34 
Gas, Oil~·parts, etc. 150.49 
Ice for various offices 26.25 
Misc. parts 4.05 
Misc. supplies 5.81 

!l II 3.21 
Drinking Water 12.00 
Monthly record cards 20.00 
Delinquent Oi ty Tax Notices 9:85 
Misc. supplies 5-5~ 
Rental City Yard 60.00 
Misc. office supplies 9.05 
(10) Bags Cement 6.60 
Photostats of Mine Workings. g.oo 
Gas & Oil sg.25 
(10) Gallons Paint 27.00 
(1) cap. (Traffic lights) 1.15 
Repairs to adding machine 11.00 
Ins. on Int. Truck 35-90 
Liability Insurance 1,083.25 
Repairing locks, etc. 8.70 
Water Service 147.54 
Street lighting 1,006.45 
Electric light service 46.57 
Wages omitted (Vol. firemen) 4.30 

It II II If 4 . 30 
Office Supplies 6.25 
:Misc. petty cash idiems 9.34 
Extending wheel base of Int. tr. 250.00 
Additional expenses to Phila. 2.93 
Phone Service · 49.4S 

Total $ 3,581.66 
Respectfully submitted, 
S. 0. Grablick 
Director, Dept. of Accts. & Finance 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of me·bers present, the above bills were approved of 
as read and ordered paid. 

The following communication, dated July 2, 1943, addressed to the 
City Clerk was received and read: 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

In regards to your letter of May 27, 1943, as to the bleachers 
at West Park. 

I got in touch with Mr. Kenrney and went over the bleachers 
with him. Up to date there has not been any additional dam~ge 
done to the bleachers than when I was down there the first nart 
of May. · 

There is no place that I know of in the City that the bleachers 
could be stored under cover without paying storage; and if they 
are dismantled and stored in the open, I am afraid that the 
lumber will disappear faster than by leaving them erected in 
the field .. 

TJH:LH 

Very truly yours, 
(s) Thomas J. Halsey 

City Engineer 

o:ri motion of Mr. i::5heridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was 
ordered received and filed. 

Communication dated July 2, 1943, addressed to the City Clerk 
and reading as follows, was received and read: 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

In regards to your letter of May 2~, 1943, as to the 
Tri-ennial Aseessment for 1943-1945 on land at 270 
Butler Street. 

I inspected the site and find it to be r:;hat is known as 
Flemming's Park, and used by the City. This would be 
a matter for the council to decide; whether they want 
to continue using same for park purposes, or to give 
up lease and collect taxes on same. 

TJ".H 1 LH 

Very truly yours, 
(s) Thomas J. Halsey 

City Engineer 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, a.11d upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above communication was referred back to the 
City Engineer with instructions to determine the owners of the land as 
well as the crushed stone-stored upon said land. 

Communication dated July 2, 1943, and addressed to the City Clerk 
reading as follows was received and read: 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

On your request I made an insnection of the curb 
damaged by the gasoline truck near the entrance to 
Panama Street, and find 150 lineal feet of stone 
curb damaged by the truck. 

I submit the following estimate for replacing same 
with 7ft x 20ft concrete curb: 

150 Lineal feet @ $1.00 per lin. ft. $150.00 
Very truly yours, 
Thomas J. Halsey, City Engineer ( s) 
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On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above estimate was accepted and 
the City Clerk instructed to bill the owners of the gasoline truck causing 
said damage in the amount of ~t150.00. 

Communication dated JulyS, 1943, addressed to the City Clerk 
was received and read: 

Dear Sir: 

Herewith is a letter from the Morga~2oal Company in 
answer to the matter which was referred to mefCounoil of the 
air shaft at the 4th Ward Park. 

I have referred this matter to City Engineer F~lsey 
who will make an inves~igation and report to CoQnoil. 

CJB:tm 
Enclosure 

Very truly yours, 
(s) Carl J. Burke 

City Solicitor 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Hr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote uoon Roll Call of members nresent, the above communication was 
ordered reoei ved and filed. - · 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the Scranton Spring-Brook Water 
Company was granted permission to make necessary outs in pave on Broad 
Street between Church and fire hydrant at upper Broad Street to olean 
out main water line between these points. This permission being granted 
upon the request of Mr. Monie of the Scranton Spring-Brook Water Company, 
to the City Clerk. 

Mrs. Florence Miniohelli, 2li Winter Street, Browntown, complained 
to Council concerning damages to her property at 211-213 Parsonage Street 
covered by water draining from the Hughestown Boro section adjacent to her 
property. Council informed Hrs. Minichelli that they would have the City 
Engineer check on her complaint, requesting report from him for the next 
meeting of City Council. 

There being no further business , on motion of Mr. Sheridan, 
seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members 
present, the meeting was adjourned. 

--cc::=-~-·-'8,-._ 
--:-" - ~' - ,, 
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APPROVED 

July 17, 1943 
YEAS NAYS 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
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JOHN D. McNULTY 
CITY CLERK 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, JULY 17TH, 1943, AT 4:30P.M. 

Pittston City Council~~~vened in special session Saturday, July 
17, 1943, ?-t 4:30P.M., with Mayo~Reilly presiding and all members of 
Council present; waver of notice being waived by all members of Council 
present. 

Minutes of special session of July Sth, 1943, were not read, but 
upon motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous vote 
upon Roll Call of membe·rs present, ordered received and filed. 

FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 1±41 AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE AND DIRECT_AN INCREASE IN 
SALARIES AHD WAGES FOR THE EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF PITTSTON. THE AMOUNT 
OF INCREASE OF SAID SALARIES AND WAGES TO BE PROVIDED FOR FROH THE KHlilUAL 
BUDGE'l, MADE Al'JD ADOPTED OIIJ DECEMBER 29, 1g42 BY TijE CITY COUNCIL OF PITTSTON 
BASED ON Alif ASSESSMENT OF $9,460,674.00. THIS ASSESSMEET IS FOUJJD TO BE 
ACTUALLY $10,927.965.00, THUS LEAVING SUFFICIENT FUHDS FROH THE TAX LEVY 
ALREADY MADE TO PROVIDE FOR THE INCREASE II'J SALARIES AIJD WAGES WHICH WILL 
COMMENCE WITH THE PAY PERIOD BEGINNUJG AUGUST 1, 1943. THE AMOilliJT OF THE 
INCREASES IS SET FORTH IN THE ATTACHED SCHEDULE, WHICH IS ATTACHED HERETO 
AND MADE A PART HEREOF, was read at length for the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, se·conded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Ordinance was adop
ted on First Reading. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Oall of members present, the rules were rescinded and· File 
of Council Number 441 read at length for the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Ualsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Ordinance was adopted on 
Second Reading. 

Communication dated July 17, 1043, addressed to the Mayor and City 
Council reading as follows was received and read! 

Gentlemen: 

The Supplemental Ordinance to City Ordinance No. 
·433, covering increases i.n wages and salaries to City employees, 
has been referred to me for opinion. 

I have studied this ordinance and under Act No. 7 
approved by Governor Edward Martin on the 19th day of March, 
1943 is your authority to increase the present wages and 
salaries of City employees. 

It is to be noted, however, that the increases are 
authorized only during the emergency arising out of the present 
war conditions and will continue only and until the expiration 
of the fiscal year next, following the cessation ·of hostilities. 

order. 

CJB:tm 

It is my opinion that the ordinance is legal and in 

Ve~y truly yours, 
(s) Carl J. Burke 

City Soli ci to:r 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mre Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the. above communication was ordered 
received and filed. 

Com~unication dated July 13, 1943 to Mayor John J. Reilly, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania, reading as follows, was received and read: 



Dear Mayor Reilly:-

As requested in your telephone conversation 
of today and supplementing our letter of April 28th, 1943, we 
are attaching a print of Railroad Street, Route 40047 in your 
city. We are also attaching an estimate of the cost of repair
ing the mine subsidence between Stations 1+· 70 and 3.-50. 
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I hope you will be successful in having this street 
restored to service at an early date. The Erie Railroad and the 
Lackawanna and Wyoming Valley Railroad have both agreed to raise the 
railroad bridge so that a 14 1 clearanca will be maintained above the 
street grade shown on the print. 

Yours very truly, 
( s ) L . J . Curran 
for Bernard Jo Harding, 
District Engineer. · 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was re
ferred to the City Engineer with instructions that he contact the Erie 
Railroad Company, the Lackawanna and Wyoming Valley Railroad Company, 
and Mr. Louis Pagnotti of the No. 9 Coal Company requesting that they rush 
at the earliest possible time, the repairs to this street, with no cost 
involved to the City. 

Communication dated July 16th, 1943, addressed to the City Clerk 
was received, reading as follows: 

Dear Sir: 

We acknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 2nd relative to 
Certificate of Public Road Administration covering Asphalt Emulsion. 

For your information, your certificate has already been filed 
with the refinery. This was necessary in order for us to obtain 
bituminous material for·you. Also your contract with us runs to 
December 31st, 1943 at which time both the Certificate and contract 
would have to be renewed. 

. Our intention at ·this time is to clarify the point on the 
necessity of our filing the Certificate in order to ~Tet the material 
you are now being furnished. 

Very truly yours, 

C. F. Goeringer Construction Company 
R 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was ordered 
received and filed. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the City Solicitor was in
structed to arrange for the purchase of property at 30 East Railroad Street 
providing the City School Board abates taxes both past and future on said 
property. 

Director of Accounts and Finance, Mr. S. C. Grablick, recommended 
payment of the following bills: 



O. E. Howell 

Sergeant Charles A. 
Oonnolly 

Oity Clerk's Office 

'James Halford 

James Halford 

Joseph Ludden 

Ambulance service, Contagious 
Hospital, Wilkes-Barre. 

Troop B, State Police (5) 
Criminal Law Books 

Postage Stamps, Mayor's Office 

Addition~l Expense to Philadelphia 
for Load-Packer . 

Wages, Civ. Def. First-half July 
96 hours, at 50dJ 

Wages, Oiv. Def. first-half July 
96 hours, at 50¢ 

Total 

1177. 

25.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

4E1.00 

4E1.00 

$ 151.00 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Oall of members present, the above bills were ap-. 
proved of as read and ordered paid. 

There being no further business to be discussed, on motion of 
Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Gall 
of members present, the meeting was adjourned. 

ATTEST:::: 

YEAS 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

APPROVED 
JULY 31, 1943 

G 
w 
T 
s 
R 

JOHN D. McNULTY 
CITY CLERK 

NAYS 
1 

2 

., 



PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, JULY 31, 19~3, AT 4:00 P~M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session, postponed 
from Thursday, July 29th, 1943, today, Saturday, July 31, 1943, at 4:oo 
P.M., with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding, and all members of Council 
present with the exception of .Councilman Walsh. 
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Minutes of special session of July 17, 1943, were not read, but 
upon motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, ordered received and filed. 

FILE OF COUNCIL NUMBER 441, AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE AND DIRECT AN INCREASE 
IN SALARIES AND WAGES FOR THE EMPLOYEES OF THE CIT'Y OF PITTSTON. THE AMOUNT 
OF INCREASE OF SAID E3ALARIES AnD WAGES TO BE PROVIDED FOR FROM THE ANNUAL 
BUDGET MADE AND ADOPTED ON DECEMBER 29, 1942 BY THE CITY COIDiCIL OF PITTSTON 
BASED ON AN ASSESS~mNT OF $9,460,674.00. THIS ASSESSMENT IS FOUND TO BE 
ACTUALLY $10,927,965.00, THUS LEAVING SUFFICIENT FUNDS FROM THE TAX LEVY 
ALREADY MADE TO PRO VI DE FOR THE DJOREASE IN SALARIES AND idAGES WHICH WILL 
COM!1IENCE WITH THE PAY PERIOD BEGINNING AUGUST 1, 1943. THE AMOUNT OF THE 
INCREASES IS SET FORTH IN THE ATTACHED SCHEDULE, WHICH IS ATTACHED HERETO 
AND 1~DE A PART HEREOF, was read in its entirety for the Third time, and on 
motion of 1rr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous vote upon 
Roll Call of members present,, was approved and passed on Third and Final 
reading. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3631. Pittston, Pennsylvania, July 31, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force for an additional Ten (10) days, from July 
18, 1943. If 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3632. Pittston, Pennsylvania, July 31, 1943. BE IT RESOLVED, 
by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will be necessary to 
extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and Police Clerks on the 
Force for an additional Ten (10) days from July 28, 1943.u 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

The following communication, dated July 28, 1943, addressed to 
the Mayor and City OounciJ., City Hall, Pittston, Penna. reading as follows, 
was received and read: 

Gentlemen: 
At the request of the City Clerk, Mr. John D. McNulty, 

I inspected the condition of Drummond Street at the rear of property 
No. 213 Parsonage Street. 

Drummond Street at this location has been badly washed 
by the water draining from the Hughestown section, and allowing 
entire water flow to enter on the aforementioned property. 

The only permanent remedy to dispense with this condition 
is to construct a wall across the entire width of the property, fill 
in the roadway, and maintain a masonary gutter, so that the water 
can be carried to the culvert just south of Wharton Alley. 

I have. made an estimated cost of constructing a concrete 
wall thirteen (13) feet in height and fifty (50) feet in length, to
gether with fill and gutter; the same amounting to sixteen hundred 
dollars ($1,600.00). 

A temporary construction in the form of a timber cribbing could 
be used if old ties were available to construct same, for around five 
or six hundred dollars ($500.00) or (j;6oo.oo). 

Very truly yours, 
(s) Thomas J. Halsey, City Engineer, 

TJH:LH 500 Newrose Bldg., Pittston, Penna. 
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani 
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was 
ordered received and filed. 

Communication dated July 20, 1943, addressed to the Mayor and 
City Council, City of Pittston, Penna., waB received and read, reading 
as follows: 

Gentlemen: 

I investigated the complaint of councilman 
Grablick as to the water condition at the corner of 
Church and Carroll Streets. At this point thare is 
only an eight-inch main sewer line to carry away the 
storm water, together with the sanitary sewerage. All 
the water from Carroll Street is carried over the sur
faa~ to Church Street, where there are two basins to 
collect the same. At the time of a storm the eight
inch line is overtaxed, and the excess water floods 
over the street. 

I would suggest that two new catch basins be 
installed, one an each side of Carroll Street about 
halfway between Church and Radcliffe Streets, to relieve 
the basins at Church and Carroll Streets; and also the 
basins at Church Street be remodeled so as to form a 
pocket to intercept the water at that point. 

TJH:LH 

Very truly yours, 

(s) Thomas J. Halsey 
City Engineer 
500 Newrose Bldg., 
Pittston, Penna •. 

On motion of Mr 4 Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was 
ordered received and filed. 

Communication reading as follows, dated July 20, 1943, and ad
dressed to the Hon. Mayor and City Council, City Hall, Pittston City, Penna 
was received and read: 

Gentlemen~ 

I investigated the complaint of Catherine 
McHale, 46 Prospect Street, as to the water coming 
down Leonard Street and flooding her garage. 

The basin at Prospect and Leonard Streets 
is connected to the eight-inch sewer on Prospect St., 
and the line is not large enough to take care of the 
large flow during storm period, as the water drains from 
the Hughestown section. 

I would suggest that three basins be built 
at Leonard and Searle Streets, one at each corner, 
and connect the same to the twelve-inch main sewer on 
Searle Street. Also, lower the present baBin on the 
south-east corner at Leonard and Searle Streets, so 
that the water can have a bettex chance to enter same. 

I believe this installation will intercept a 
large amount of the storm waters. 

TJH: J.h 

Very truly yours, 

(s) 2homas J. Halsey, 
City Engineer 
500 Newrose Bldg., 
Pittston, Penna. 
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On m9tion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and oy unani-. 
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was 
ordered received and filed. 

The following communication dated July 28th, 1943, addressed to 
Mr. John D. McNuility, City Clerk, City of Pittston, Pittston, Penna., reading 
as follows, was received and read: 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

I have made the following appointment, 
to fill vacancy in the Tax Collector's Office, same 
effective as of July 16th, 1943. 

Miss Agnes 0 1 Boyle 
95 Searle Street 
Pittston, Penna. 

as clerk in place of Miss Ruth 0 1Boyle (resigned). 

/mr/ 

Very truly yours, 
(signed) M. P. Ruane 

TAX COLLECTOR 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above co1nmunication was approved of as read, 
and ordered received and filed. 

Communication dated July 30th, 1943, addressed to Mr. John D. 
McNulty, City Clerk, City of Pittston, Pittston, Penna., was received from 
the Lackawanna and Wyoming Va1iey Railroad Company, 125 Cedar Avenue, 
Scrant_on, Pa., rectd.ing as follows: 

Dear Sir: 

We are in receipt of your letter of June 23 com
plaining of the fence in the lower part of the City of 
Pittston or the rear of Assembly Hall on South Main Street. 
You have put a cover over the creek at this point and have 
invited people to cross over the tracks for a short cut. 
We have tried to stop this, but have not been able to do 
so. Our men have been stoned by grown boys. We cannot 
maintain a fence at this point because there is no ordinary 
fence that will keep the boys from trespassing on(a railroad. 
The only cure I can see to keep them away from the tracks is 
for their parents to instruct them of the dangers that they 
meet·_ j_n crossing the railroad .. 

Yours truly, 

(signed) P. Murphy 
B ~res. & Gen. Mgr. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mousCvote upon Roll Call of memhers present, the above communication was 
referred to the City Solicitor. 

Permit application was received from Joseph Volpe, 1004 Susqu~
hanna Avenue, West Pittston, dated July 28, 1943, to erect an enamel, flat, 
building sign, at ~lace of business 32 North Main Street, City, at an ap
proximate Cost of $190, to be erected by Prete Sign Co., Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

This application having been approved of by the Chief of the Fire 
Department, and the Supt. of the Street Department, was, on motion of Mr. 
Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of 
members present, approved. 

Bids for materials and supplies, being properly and legally 
advertised, to be received and opened at this meeting, were, upon motion 
of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Call of members 
present, ordered opened. 
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Proposals which were received from the following concerns, all 
of whom having complied with the regulations specified therein, were 
opened and read: 

Newcomb Brothers, 3 Tompkins Street, Pittston, Pa., and Number 
Nine Goal Company, Pittston, Pa., covering coal requirements. 

b~thers Construction Company, 27S Sly Street, Luzerne, Pa., 
covering road Oil requirements. 

Wyoming Sand and Stone Company, 634 Connell Building, Scranton, 
Pa., covering Colprovia requirements. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and uuon 
Roll Gall of members present, the above bids were ordered referred to 
the Oi ty Engineer, the Oi ty Solicitor, and Men1bers of Oi ty Council for 
proper tabulation and disuosition, Councilman Walsh having entered the 
meeting at this time, also voting. -

Complaint of Mrs. Florence Hinichelli, 24 Winter Street, 
Browntown, was heard by Council, concerning damages to her property 
at 211-213 Parsonage Street covered by water draining from the Hughes
town Borough section adjacent to her property. Council instructed Mr. 
Kearney, Superintendent of the Street Department, to do whatever pos
sible to alleviate the condition. 

There being no further business to be discussed, motion was 
made by Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll Gall of 
members present, to adjourn the meeting until Thursday, August 5, 1943, 
at 7:00 P.M. 

_... - -. 
' /;,_ 

Jhi~~~· 

APPROVED 
--::.:-Au.....::g:......u..::..s-:-t~5 '---, -=1-=943 

YEAS NAYS 
* G 1 
* w 2 
* T 
* s 
* R 

JOBl:J D. McNULTY 
CITY CLERK 



PITTSTOU, PENNSYLVANIA, AUGUST 5TH, 1943, AT 7:45 P.M. 

Pittston Oity Council convened in special sessi-on, today, 
Thursday, August 5th, 1943, at 7!45 P.M., with Mayor John J. Reilly 
presiding, and all members of Council present, waver of notice being 
waived by all present. 
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Minutes of regular session of July 31st, 1943, were not read, 
but upon motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Halsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, ordered received and filed. 

Mayor John J. Reilly submitted report dated August 2, 1943 of 
Parking Meter Collections and: Fines received by his department for the 
month of July, 1943, reading as follows: 

Parking Meter Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . 
Parking Violations ............................. . 
Violations of Oity Ordinance .................... . 

Total 

$ 184.35 
10.00 
30.00 

$ 224.35 

On motion of :Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above report was ordered 
received and filed. 

Oity Treasurer, M.P. Ruane, submitted itemized report of 
receipts and disbursements of the Oity Treasurer 1 s Office for the month 
of July, 1943, reading as follows: 

Gash on Hand, July 1, 194 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • . $ 62, 682. 55 
Receipts during the month............................... 8,621.53 

Total ...... 
Warrants Paid •.......................................... 
Gash on Hand, July 31, 194 3 •...............•............ 

$ 7l,304.lg 

$ 17,065.69 
54,238.49 

Total $ 71,304.lg ..... 

July 31st Oash on Hand distributed to the 
following Accounts: 

General Fund •........................................... 
Bond and Interest, 1923 ................................ . 
Bond and Interest, 1935 .•.........•.......•............• 
Bond and Interest, 193g •................................ 
Bond and Interest, 1942 •......•......................... 
Funding and Improvements Bonds Account 1942 •..........•• 

Total •••.. $ 54,23g,49 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by liT. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of mernbers present, the above report was ordered re
ceived and filed. 

Oity Treasurer M. P. Ruane submitt~d report dated July 31, 1943, 
covering Oity Licenses issued by his office during the mont¥ of July, read
ing as follows: 



John D. McNulty, City Clerk 
City of Pittston 1 Penna. 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

I, herewith, submit my report of City License for the 
month of July, 1943. 

License applied for by: Mich. A. 
Sperazza, So. Main Street, Pittston, 
Penna. License fee (2) pinball 
machines year ending December 31, 1943. 
Granted July 3th, 1943. License #646 --------------------------- $ 35.00 

License applied for by: Texas 
Restaurant, Geo. Peos, prop~, 20 
So. Main Street, Pittston, Penna. 
License fee (1) pinball machine 
year ending December 31, 1943. 
Granted July 3th, 1943. License #647 

(signed) 

Total 

Respectfully submitted~ 

M. P. Ruane 
City Treasurer 

$ 60.00 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by .Hr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above report was or~ered received and filed. 

Report for the month of July, 1943, and reading as follows, was 
received from the Health Officer: 

He:morable Mayor ~d City Council, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen: 

July, 1943: 
The following is my report for the month of 

Monthly report sent to the Medical D~rector 

Weekly report sent to the Medical Director 

Visits, each, to Restaurants •............. 5 

Sam DeSalvo age 17, of 44 West Railroad Street, 
admitted to Wilkes-Barre Contagious Hospital, 
victim of Spinal Meningitis, July 14'jjh, 1943, 
after examination by Dr. Bruno. 
Discharged on July 23rd, 1943, ·and home placed 
under quarantine. 
Quarantine lifted July 27th, 1943, by order 
from Kirby Health Center, Wilkes-Barre, Penria. 

(signed) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas Newcomb 
Health Officer 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above report was ordered received and filed. 
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Report for the month of July, 1943, reading as follows, was re
oei ved from the Sealer o·f Weights and Measures! 

Honorable Mayor and City Council, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 

The following is my report for 
the month of July, 1943: 

Person Weighers 
Wagon Scales 
Counter Soaies 
Prescription Scales 
Oil Pumps 
Gasoline Pumps 

Corrected & Sealed Adjusted 

(signed) 

5 
1 
~ 
6 
2 
3 

2 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas Newcomb 
Sealer of Weights & Measures 

On motion of .Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above report v'as ordered received and filed. 

RESOLUTION NO. 363}. Pittston, Pennsylvania, August 5, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: "That Clarence Sutter 
be and is hereby appointed, Fire Truck Driver in place of Joseph Fearick, now 
serving in the United States Navy. This anpointment is for the duration of 
the War only and is effective as of this date. 

On motion of Mr. Grabliok, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

Director of Accounts and Finance, Mr. S. C. Qrabliok, in letter 
dated August 5, 1943, addressed to the Honorable Mayor and l:!embers of City 
Council, Pittston, Pa., reoo~nended payment of the following bills: 

Carl J. Burke 
Gar Wood Industries, Inc. 

Vullo Tire & Battery Service 
Thomas Hood 
Sullivan ·Trail Nurseries 
James Halford 
Joseph Ludden 
Bell-Telenhone Co. of P~. 
v. E. Churohfield 
Consumer's Ice Co. 
Consumer's Gas & Oil Co. 
George-Dixon Press Inc. 
Duro-Test- Corp. 
Eagen Hardware Co. 

. Egan Oil & Supply Co. 
Franooni Auto Parts 
C. F. Goeringer Construction 
B.. F. Goodri oh Tire Co. 
Klein Auto Parts Co. 
Mitchell's Lumber Yard 
Pittston Gazette Co. 
Pittston-Luzerne Corp. 
Stanley Rauduve 
P. A. Sammon 
Soranton-Spr.-Brook Water Oo. 

Purchase property 30 E.R.R.St. $ 
(1) Gar Wood Load-Packer and 
paint job 

(4) Tires & tubes-Ld. Packer 
Repairs, Fire Alarm System 
Trimming Trees 
wages, Civ. Def. 2nd half-July 
Wages, Ci v. Def. 2nd half-July 
Service 
Traffic signal repairs, etc. 
Ice for various offices 
Gas, Oil, repairs, etc. 
1000 Helme~ Stickers 
Light bulbs 
Misc. supplies 
Gas, Oil, etc. 
Mise. supplies 
(~~) Tons Coal Patch 
Lanterns and Batteries 
N'J.i so. suDplies-Y)arts 
Dement, Lumber,- etc. 
Advertising, etc. 
( 6) Manhole Frames e~ Covers 
Photostatic copies-Mine Worl;:ings 
Ins. of truck 
Fire Hydrants, etc. 

(Cont'd) 

20.00 

2,470.00 
299.40 
4.0~ 
~0.00 
53.50 
5~.00 
43.55 
37.53 
27.25 

111.95 
15.00 
60.1~ 
2~. 6o 
93.15 
22.37 

506.00 
15.00 
23.50 
71.09 
45-95 

144.00 
44.56 
14.20 

167 .~0 
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(Bills Contt d) 
The Scranton Electric Co. 
Carl J. Burke 
Joseph Perfetto 

Li€:ht service 
(3) Tax Suggestions 
Towing Dodge Truck-#14 Colliery 

Total $ 

40.57 
3.00 

_10.00 

4,515.24 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of me'-r"bers present, the above bills were apnroved as read and ordered 
paid, Mayor Reilly not voting on item of Pittston-Luzerne Corporation in 
the amount of $144.00. 

On motiot?- of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of me:1:bers present, Contract to purchase 750 Feet 
of ~ inch Heavy Weave Singl·e Jacket Fire Hose, \"'aS a•''arded to the Bi
Lateral Fire Hose Company, on their bid of 94~ per foot, submitted in pro
posal dated May 27, 1943, they being the lowest bidder; the City Clerk being 
instructed to return to the Eureka Fire Hose Company, Philadelphia, Pa., 
certified check which accompanied their proposal of the same date. 

Tabulation of Bids submitted to City Council at regular meeting 
of July 31, 1943, vJere submitted by Hr. Halsey," the City Engineer. The 
Mathers Construction Company of Luzerne, being the lowest bidder on bi
tuminous road materials, including Road Oil, and the Wyoming Sand and Stone 
Company, Scranton, Pa., being the lowest bidder on Colprovia, on motion 
of Mr. f:::lheridan, seconded by Mr. Ylalsh, and by unanimous vote upon Roll 
Call of members uresent, the Contract to furnish said materials, was awarded ' 
to the respective bidders mentioned herein. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the City Solicitor w~s instructed 
to make necessary arrangements with the County Commissioners at Wilkes
Barre, Pa., for the purchase of property listed in the narr1e of Charles 
Lucenti, at 30 East Railroad Street, at a purchase price of Twenty ($20) 
Dollars; this property being condemned by the State Fire l~arshal as well 
as the City Fire Chief and Health Officer, the property at present being 
taken over Thy the County authorities for delinquent taxes. 

Upon various complaints by residents of the Hill section on Broad 
Street, the Seventh 't7a.rd, and on motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. 
Walsh, and by vote upon Roll Call of members present, the Health Officer 
-vras instructed to notify the Pittston Milling Company, the lessees of 
Property on Tunnel Street, in the rear of Broad Street, used as a Chicken 
Hatchery, to cease operation of said hatchery, and to remove fror:1 said 
property all such foul which in the opinion of the Members of City Council 
is necessary for the preservation of the Public Health. 

Mr. Michael Clark, me::1.ber of the City Park Gom:-:'lission addressed 
City Council sw::ges ting that the me'•:bers of Council cooperate t"'i th the 
Park Commission in securing necessary public parks throughout the City; 

-also, that the side":"'alk on Parsonage Street fronting the Gilmartin Park, 
the Third 17ard, be re-laid, clearing away the weeds and the planting of 
trees, all of whtch would add to the making of an attractive Park at this 
site. 

. On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Hr. 'l!!alsh, and by unanimous 
vote uuon Roll Call of me'11bers uresent, Hr. Clark was notifiecl thnt the 
members of Council are at all times willing and ready to coopern.te with 
the Park Commission in the securing of such Parks; also, that the City 
Clerk notify the Pennsylvania Coal Company of the condition of side":'"'alk 
on Parsona;;re Street fronting the Gilmartin Park and that they be requested 
to give the repairing of this sideTI<:tlk their urompt and serious considera.tio 

Mr. Grablick made vigorous protest concerning the Fourth Ward 
Dumping grounds, and stated that the condition of said dumping grounds are 
dep1borable and since several possible sites have been mentioned, immediate 
action should be taken to secure a new site between now and mhe next regular 
meeting of City Council. 
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Mayor Reilly stated that he vras in touch v:ith Hr. Lambert, Hr. 
Lynn and Engineers of the Pennsylvania Coal Company. They informed him 
they had a possible site in Pi+tston Townshin that would provide for at 
least four years dumning, and that they would gladly tai~e the matter up 
with their superiors, and do everyth:i.ng poss:i.hle within their -oower to 
secure this particular site and report back to the Hayor before the next 
meeting of City Council. 

Pittston, Pa:.., August 3, 19Lt3, an:Jeals having bePn taken on the 
following pro:oerties, the Board of Revision and Tax Appeals at special 
meeting of said Board today, August 3, 19L~3, with all membe,...s present, 
and by unanimous vote of those present, after careful study and investiga
tion of these appeals, reco~mend the following reductions in assesced 
valuations of both City and School, for the Tri-ennial assessment period, 
years 1943 to 1945, inclusive: 

Address Bldg. 

W. L. & Nellie Doyle 
Bea Murphy 
F. Boland 
Vincent Gentile 
Angelo Baglia 
Jno. Jos. & Eliz. 
Boyle 
Miners Bank (1'7-B) 
Mary Parks 
Howell & King 

S2 
575 
hfSl 
../ 

134 
133 

87 
10-12 

3 

Union St. 
N. Main 
N. :Main 
Parsonage 
H. liain 

N. I\1ain 
I-T. liain 
VIa ter 
Thomas 

1 
2 
2 
3 
4 

1650.00 
1370.00 

lSO.OO 

739.00 
50C' .00 

425.00 
1250.00 

2000.00 
5000.00 
b250.00 

Ben Hyman 
~.iiner-Ht lle,rd 

55 lJ. Hain 

6 
7 
7 
7 
7 

lf5750.00 
3000.CO 

I~ill ing 
Company 

Irwin Schlosser 
Eagen Har d't'lar e Co nmany 
'r'aiter E. Hargie, Agt. 
Peter Sfarnas 
Anth. & Haria 

123 
-3~ 

29 

Provenzano 
Mtners Spvings Bank 
Par0era. & Tabone 
Drury Estate 
D0ra ~7i lner 

20-22 
14 

102 
13-15 

101-103 
Joseph Harding 
Miners Savings Bank 
(Mohawk Brewery) 

Cron 
Broad 
S. Hain 
S. Main 
S. Main 

Pine 
Marl"Cet 
s. Main 
S. ~·1ain 
s. Main 
Landon 

7 
7 
9 
9 
9 

9 
9 
a 
.. / 

9 
9 

10 

f513.00 11000.00 
(Personal) 

106f:L 50 
375-00 

(Garage) 

1000 J'O 
3719.00 
2500.00 

300.00 
43S.oo 

1000.00 
9000.00 
1250.00 

Boyd Alley 10 10750.00 
Total 5456.50 79371.00 

Total 

739.00 
21SO.OO 
1370.00 

l.J-25. 00 
12+30.00 

2000.00 
5000.00 
b2t:)0.00 

18750.00 
3000.00 

11313.00 
150.00 

1000.00 
3719.00 
2500.00 

~00.00 
43S.OO 

1000.00 
10068.50 

1625.00 
150.00 

10750.00 
85127.50 

Personal & Garage 300.00 ======================== 
On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, anc'l by unani- . 

mous vote upon Roll Call of members nTesent, the above reductions in assesEed' 
valuations weTe granted, the City Clerk being instructed to notify the City 
Treasurer MT. ]!f. P. Ruane and 1Ir. Frank M. Flanagan, Solicitor, Pittston 
City School Board, of said action of the Board. 

On recomrnendation of Er. John M. Dobbie, Chief City Assessor, 
abatement of City Ta,.,"'Ces for the years 1939 to 1942, inclusive, of J~l,OOO 
ner year of assessed valuation of pToDeTty in the name of Barbera and Tabone 
102 South Main Street, 9th '"a.rd, and 11;3, 719 per year for the yec:trs 1941 to 
1942 inclusive, on y>ro'1erty in t"he name of \'.'alter E. Marf::ie, agent, 2C) 
South Main Street, 9th , .. ard, 1::rere, on motinn of Hr. Grai)l ic1c, seconded iJy 
Hr. Sheridan, and by unanimous vote Ul)on Roll Call of mem>)ers prer::ent, 
gran ted. 

FILE OF OOUHOIL NO. 442, Ar ORDIFA!:'CE PRCVIDr.W FOR THE v.rrTEHOLDIHG T_i\X DE
DUCTIOlTS FROM THE SALARIES AHD r7AtJES OF CITY E7.1PLCYEES TO BE HELD prr:rm:TG 
PAYMENT •ro THE r:~?ERHAL RT!;VENUE OCLLEOTOR, was read at len£?tb for the first. 
time. 

On motion of Hr. Gra~)lick, seconded by rir. Turon, anc1 by u.nanimous 
vote UDon Roll Call of rne:n'Jers n:resen t, the above Ordinance was adoDted on 
First Reading. 
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by JJr. Turon, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of rnewbers present, the rules 1J7ere rescinded and 
File of Council No. 442 read at length for the second time. 

On motion of Mr. '!":alsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and unon Roll 
Call of members nresent, the above Ordinance was adopted on Second Reading. 

Cn motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by !<1r. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, there bein2: no further business, 
the r1eeting was adjourned. - ·· 

-. ~ .. 

YEAS 
Absent 

* 
* 
* 

Absent 

A P P R 0 V E D 

Aw~·ust 26th, 1943 

G 
w 
T 
s 
R 

John D. McNulty 
Oi ty Olerk 

HAYS 

1 
2 



1187 

PITTSTON, PENHSYLVANIA, AUGUST 26TH, 1943, AT 8:15P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session, today, 
Thursday, August 26, 1943, at E1:15 P.M., with Councilman Joseph A. '\"Jalsh 
presiding, Councilmen Turon and oheridar_ present and :Mayor John J. Reilly 
and Councilman Sylvester C. Grablick, absent. 

Minutes of special session of August 5th, 19L~3, were not read, 
but upon motion of Nfr. Turon, seconded by Mr. i::lheridan, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, were ordered received and filed. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3634. Pittston, Pennsylvania, August 26, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks onihe Force for an additional Ten (10) days, from August 
7, 1943.fl 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded ')Y N:r. Turon, and U"!)on Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RE-SOLUTION NO. 363!:). Pittston, Pennsylvania, August 26, 19ll3. 9E IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force for an additional Ten ( 10) days, from Aut;ust 
17, 19)1-3." 

On motion of 1tt. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution v:as adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3636. Pittston, Pennsylvania, August. 26, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of"Pittston: 11 That it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force for an additional Ten (10) days, from August 
27, 1943. 11 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESO.LUTION NO. 3631. Pitts.ton, Pennsylvania, August 26, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the Oi ty of Pittston: 11 That the su.>n of 
$3,200.00 be transferred from the Sinking Fund, Bond and Interest Account, 
193~, to the Sin~ing Fund Bond and Interest Account, 1935. 11 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by I~. Sheridan, and by unani
mdus vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was 
adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 363~. Pittston, Pennsylvania, Auguct 26, 19 113. BE IT RE
SOL \TED, by the City Council of the. Oi ty of Pitts ton: 11 Tha t the sum of 
1~500Ji0 be transferred from the Department of Public S;:dety, Item 11 Equi~ 
ment 11 , to the Department of Public Affairs, Item "Equipment, Repairs., etc~ 

11 That the sum of $250.00 be transferred from the Department of Public Safety 
Item 11 Maintenance of Fire House 11 to the Department of Public Safety, Item 
11 Fire Alarm System11 • 

fiThat the sum of :!1;2,000_00 be transferred from the Street Deuartment, Item 
11 Ash Collection 11 , to the Street Department, Item 11 V!ages of Laborers 11 • 

On motion of ~-tt. Sheridan, seconded by .Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of mernbers present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION HO. 3639. Pittston, Pennsylvania, August 26, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That the sum of 
$1,200.00 ]:le transferred from the Street Department, item 11 Ash Collection 11 

to the Street Denartment i tern, "Street Cleaning". 11 That the sum of 



$300.00 be transferred from the Street Department, item 11 Rental of Equip
ment11, to the Street Department, item "Gas & Oil 11 • 

11 That the sum of $100.00 be transferred from the Street Department,, i tern 
"Purchase of Toolsff, to the Street De"!)artment, item 11 Gas & Oilu. 

11 That the sum of $250.00 be transferred from the Street Department, item 
11 Material & Su-oplies 11 , to the Street Department, i tern 11 Gas & Oil 11 • 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by M.r. Turon, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was 
adopted. 

Director of Accounts and Fine,nce, Mr. S. 0. Grabl ick, in letter 
dated August 26, 1943, addressed to the Honorable Hayor and Members of 
Oi ty Council recom:11ended naylj.ent of the following bills! 

Barber Motor Oar Oo. 
Banks Sand & Stone Oo. 
Broad Street Garage 
Bell Telenhone Co. of Pa. 
Coal-0-Hatic Stoker Co. 
V. E. Ohurchfield 
Wesley M. Evans 
Franconi Auto Parts 
Goeringer Construction Co. 
Glen Summit Springs t'ater Oo. 
Ludwig 1 s Hard ... ·are 
LaBarre's Stationery Store 
M. V. Quinn 
Scranton ~lectric Oo. 
John D. McNul ty-Oi ty Olexk 
Joseph Ludden 

James Halford 

Carl J. Burke 
Willi~as Paper Co. 
Tiilliams Stationery Store 
Jas. Halford 

Jos::. Ludden 

Parts for Truck 
(1) load of crushed stone 
Inspection of trucks & repairs. 
Phones 

2.25 
9.24 
8L50 

Complete winter check-u~stokers 
Renairs - traffic li~hts. 
Parts, repairs, Civ. -Def. Equipment 
(1) r~ar end and misc. supplies 
4 7t Tons of HE-1 top 

45.79 
11.25 
5.00 

36.50 
104.95 
274.0S 

16.50 Drinking ~ater-various offices 
!ltlisc. supnlies 
Misc. of~lce suonlies 
Insurance on Garage-Tompkins St. 
Street lighting, July 
Postage Stamps 
\'Jages-lst half Aug.$5S.20 

Tax $.210 
Wages-1st half Aug. $5~.20 

Tax $.90 
Filing of Liens 
1942-1943 Bills to date 
141- 142- 1 43 Bills to date 

l'J8 ges Aug. 2nd half-$Sl. 00 
Tax $1.60 

Wages Aug.2nd half-$Sl.OO 
Tax $9.~0 

less 

less 

less 

less 

Total 

67.04 
5-~5 

lb.70 
1, Q06 .4-5_ 

10.00 

57-30 

57.30 
2.40 

106.25 
U~5.41 

79-40 

75-20 

On motion of M':r. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above bills were apuroved and ordered paid. 

Communication dated June 2nd, 1943, addressed to Hr. John M. 
Dobbie, City Assessor, and reading as follows, was r-eceived and read: 

Please refer to my letter of Hay 11th, 1943. 

Are you now in a position to furnish details of the 
assessment of $500.00 levied against property of the Erie and 
Wyoming Valley Railway Company at 270 Butler Street? 

I am enclosing herewith stamped, addressed envelope 
for your convenience. 

Very truly yours, 

( s) A. B. Johnson s 
-enol- General Land & Tax Ae:en t 

env. 



Proper investigation discloses that the above mentioned property 
was conveyed by the Er1e Railroad Company to Nr. Peter Hinichello, City, 
under date of April2:6, 1940. On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. 
Tur.oi;l., and upon Roll Call of members present, the City Assessor was in
structed to return this property to the Assessment records at the same 
assessed valuation in the name of Peter Minichello, for the years 1942 to 
1943. 

The following card was received from Mrs. Thomas Newcomb and 
daughter, Miriam, wife and daughter respectively, of the late Thomas 
Newcomb, Health Officer for the City of Pittston: 

Thank you sincerely for your kind expression of symuathy. 

It was deeply aupreciated and is gratefully ~· · 

acknowledged. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by· Mr. Tur.on, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above card was ordered received and filed. 

The following communication, dated August 14, 1943, addressed 
to the Mayor and Members of City Council was received from Patrolman Fran
cis Linnen: 

Dear Sirs: 

Having been inducted into t~e United States 

Armed Forces, I respectfully request an indefinite leave 

of absence from my police duties. 

Thanking you in advance, I remain 

Very truly yours, 

(s) Francis.Linnen 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by 1tt. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above request was granted, for the present 
War Emergency. 

The following communication, dated August 1~, addressed to 
Pittston City Council, and reading as follows, was received and read: 

Attention: Mr. John D. McNulty, Secreatry 

Dear Sir: 

Under date of August 17, 1943, the County Board of 
Arsessors for the Assessment and Revision of Taxes certified 
to Luzerne County Commissioners the assessed valuation and the 
number of taxables for the CITY OF PITTSTON for all 
taxable purposes for the year 1943, as follows: 

NUMBER 
RESIDENTS 

VALUATION 
RESIDENTS 

NID.IDER 
HROPERTIES 

3427 

VALUATION 
PROPERTIES 

$f5,46l,f53f5. 

Yours very truly, 

TOTAL 

LUZERNE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Steuben J. Tkach 

Chief Clerk 
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On motion of 1tt. Sheridan, seconded by ltt. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above communication yras ordered received and 
filed. 

There being no further business, on motion of Mr. Turon, seconded 
by Hr. Sheridan, and upon Roll Call of members present, meeting was adjournedJ 

-~- ... -- . 

-.... 

ATTEST~~mber 9, 1943. 

~~~~--b-·~1~~ 

APPROVED 
September 9, 1943. 

YEAS 

* G 

* w 
* T 

Absent s 
* R 

JOHN D. McNULTY 

CITY CLERK 

NAYS 
1 
2 
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PITTSTON, PEI'JNSYLVAlUA, SEPTEHBER 9TH, 1943, AT 7:15 P. M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session, today, Thursday, 
SeDtemoer 9, 1943, at 7!15 P.M., with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding, and all 
members of Council present, with the exceution of Mr. tiheridan, who 1'~"a,s ab
sent. 

Minutes of regular session of August 26th, 1943, were read, and 
upon motion of !1h'. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous vote 
upon Roll Call of members present, approved as read and ordered filed. 

Mayor Joh.'rl J. Re"illy submitted repo1·t dated September 1, 1943, of 
Parking Meter Collections and Fines received by his d~partment for the 
month of August, 1943, reading as follows: 

August 1, 19'-+ 3 - August Jl , 194 3 
August 1, 19113 - August 31, 194 3 

Parking Meter Fees 
Parking Violations 

$197.10 
5.00 

$202.10 

On motion of I:Ir. Walsh, seconded by liir. Grablick, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered 
received and filed. 

City Treasurer M. P. Ruane submitted itemized report of re
ceipts and disbursements by his office for the month of August, 1943, 
reading as follows: 

_Gash on Hand, August 1, 1943 ...........•.............. 
Receipts during the Month ............................ . 

August 31st Gash on Hand distributed to 
the following accounts: 

Total 

General Fund ......................................... . 
Bond and Interest, 1923 Account ....................... . 
Bond and Interest, 1935 Account •..................•... 
Bond and Interest, 1938:l Account ....................... . 
Bond and Interest, 1942 Account ...................... . 
Funding and Improvement Bond Account, 1942 ........... . 

Total 

On motion of lir. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of members !)resent, the above report vras ordered re
ceived and filed. 

City Treasurer H. P. Ruane submi·:·ted report dated August 31, 
1943, covering City Licenses issued by his office during the month, reading 
as follows: 

License applied for by : I. Rivkin, 
Scranton, Penna. To sell floor covering for 
the day of August 17th. Granted August 17 
1q43 license #648:l ------------------------------------------- $ 2.50 . ' 
License a'lPlied for by : JoseDh Volne, 
1004 Susqu~hanna Aven~e, W. Pi~tston, 
Penna. To erect a si~n (neon) flat 
buildin?, sign. Granted August 23, 1943, 
License #649 -------------------------------------------------

Total 

2.00 

Jt 4.50 
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On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report vras ordered re
ceived and filed. 

Report for the mont¥ of August, 1943, reading as follows, Tias 
received from the Health Officer: 

Honorable :Mayor and Members of Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 

The folloWing is my re"!)ort fol~ the month of August, 1943: 

Regarding the case of the Pittston Flo.ur Company, in keeping 
live stock (fowl) in the City limits, causing stench in r~siden
tial district, had 1:Ir. Seipel in for a hearing with City Solicitor 
and Oity Clerk. He was instructed to clean out premises uhere he kept 
the fowl by September 3rd, 1943. As of Septemtter 7th, he has failed 
to do so. ]:fatter was turned over to Oity Solicitor for action. 

City Engineer investigated sewer in same vicinity, understand 
he is making a separate report. 

The Department of Internal Affairs sugp:ests that all trucks 
engaged in the delivery of coal have weight-of truck uainted (light) 
on the truck, and that customers should demand weight slip upon each 
deli very. 

As there is a r'lild ep.j_demic of Infantile Paralysis in some 
localities, the Department of Health sw·gests that sug2'esti.,ns for 
the -orevention of this dread disease be uublished in local nevrsna:oers 
(this can be done free as a public service) and also through the 
public schools, (suggested by your Health Officer). 

(signed) 
JLP:f 

Respectfully su1Jmt tted, 

James L. Patterson 
Acting Health Officer 

On motion of Ur. Balsh, seconded by Mr. IJ.'uron, and by unanimous 
vote uoon Roll Call of me:"~~·)ers nresent, the a.bove report v.ras ordered re
ceived and filed, and the City Solicitor, as uell as the City Clerk, in
structed to contact 11r. SeiDel of the Pittston Flour and Feed Company, 
n6tifyin,g; hir-1 that the livestock referred to in the above report be re
moved i:1r:edia tely from the premises referred to therein. 

Re'Jort for the 
received from the Sealer 

Person Weighers 
Counter Scales 
Oil Pumps 
Gasoline Pumps 
Prescription-Scales 

month of August, 1943, reading as follows, was 
of lieights and Heasures: 

Corrected & Sealed Adjusted 
5 
2 

4 
1. 

On P1otion of Hr. 1:'alsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimo1Js 
vote u·oon Roll Call of members prerent, the a 1Jove re-oort T:'!as ordered re-

- . 
ceived and filed. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3640. Pittston, Pennsylvani.a, September 9, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of Special Police Officers and Police 
Clerks on the Force for an additional Ten (10) days, from SeDtember 6, 
H143. 11 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh; seconded by Mr. Grablick, and upon Roll 
Call of members present,. the above Resolution was ado!;ted. 

Director of Accounts and Finance, Hr. S. C. Grablick, in letter 
dated September 9, 1943, addressed to the Honorahle Mayor and Members of 
City Council recommended payment of the following bills: 

Airuort Sand & Gravel Co. 
Barber Motor Oar Oo. 
Consumer's Ice Oo. 
Oonsumer 1 s Gas & Oil Oo. 
Franconi Auto Parts 
C. F. G0eringer Construction Oo. 
Glen Summit tlnrings r:a ter Co. 
Harry C. Hunt 

Klein Auto Pctrts Co. 
Ludwig 1 s Hardware 
La3arre's Stationery Store 
Mitchell's Lumber Yard 
Pittston Oil Co., Inc. 
Stanley Rauduve 

Scranton Electric Co. 
Scranton Electric Co. 
Scranton-Surinrr Brook Water Oo. 
Eagle Hose~ Co.-
Nia[J·ara & Eagle Hose Co. 
Jaraes Halford_ 
Jos. Ludden 

X James Craig 

Sand & Gr-avel $ 
Studs - Nuts 
Ice for various offices 
1.~ashing, grease, tire repairs. 
.Misc. su'9plies 
23.5 Tons of Coal Patch 
Drinking ~ater - various offices 
Police clerks renorts & school & 
City Tax Statements 
!/lise~ suunlies 
(1) door-hasn & 1000 ft. wire 
( 2) ti ,,1e books 
Cement, siding, etc. 
Gas, oil, etc. 
Photos ta tic co-:1ies--,)i ctures of 
Roo.c1s 
Electric Liftl!ti:rP· (Buildinrrs) 
Street lighi~n? - . 
Fire Hydrants, etc. 
~.,.aP.:es of Volunteer Firemen 

11 If tf ft 

'·ages, First half Seut. 
fi II II II 

1'Jages, sub-assessor in full to 
Sept . 15 , 19 4 3 

29-51 
1.05 

27.25 
27.10 
26-~ 95 

13 5.13 
,14.00 

77.00 
42.96 
32.10 
1. 20 

22.31 
87.20 

4.00 
38.04 

1,006.45 
l~l 7. 54 
261=). bO 
345.60 

57.20 
57.00 

43.98 

Total $ 2,4~9.17 

On :11otion of M:-". r:alsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote unon Ro 1 Call of men1bers l)T esen t, the above bills \'Tere an-:proved of 
as read and ordered paid. 

Com::mnicr:.tion dated Augurot 31, 191.~3, and reading as fol1ov.rs, TIE\S 

received from t:::1e Eureka Fire Hose Oonpany, 5th c~ ]Locust Streets, Phila
delphia, Pa. : 

John IJ:. McNulty, 
City Clerk, Pittston, Pa. 

Dear Nr. McNulty: 

Further in reference to bids for Fire Hose received by your City 
on May 27th, 750 feet c~- 11 • 

The Vl. P. B. has finally changed the rer~:ula tions so that now f.'B are 
in a position to furntsh you vri th Hul tinle Hoven hose on bingle Jacket 
or Double Jacket nreference -:rating of AA-5 or higher. 

Since Fe Ll'"'Ve not hca.rd anything from you vri th reference to the bid we 
nresume that nothing has, as yet, been done. ~e do not kno~ r~at 
preferc-nce ratin,;T you had on the sinrrle je.cket hose b1.Jt if it is AA-5 
or better, we can furnish you T':'ith eitheT 2 Ply rTu1tiple ~'!oven or 3 
Ply f.Iultiple '::oven on it, even thourrh it calls for sin~'le jacket. If 
your priority is not AA-5 or better then ; t rrouid be necessary for 
you to make another anul icn.tion in i_ ts Dle.ce as tl:ie amenn ed rerr:ula
tions call for an AA-5- or better nrefe~~'ence rating for any Cotton 
P.u~1ber Lined Fire Hose, me anini! that if the TI. P. B. gran ted a 
Drtority at all it Pould be AA-5 or better. 

Cur l:Ter_r York Office dra,·s to our attention tlmt you ha"~re not yet re-
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turned the ceTtified check v:rl:ich we deposited with our bid and, there, 
fore, we presume nothing has been done. 

With best personal regards, I remain 

YoLrrs very truly> 

(s) Jonas B. Smith 
Manager 

Eureka Fire Hose Co. 
Division of United States Rubber Co. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by lir'. Grablick, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of me;nbers pl'esent, the Oi ty Clerk '!':'as instructed 
to notify the Eureka Fire Hose Company that Contract to furnish the hose 
referred to in their commun i.cation "PaE a1•mrded to the Bi-Ls,teral Fire H0 s e 
Company at meeting of City Council August 5th, 1943, since they had sub
mitted the lowest bid. 

Request havinc: been ~na(e by residents of the Second ~,-[1.rd, Oi ty 
of Pittston, for street light to be nlaced at the corner of North lJain and 
!h 1 ton Streets, on rnotion of ItT:r. Grabl ick, seconded by ~·~. ''alsh, and by 
unanimous vote u'lon Roll Call of members present, referred to the City 
Enfl:ineer rr. Tho'-·1as J. Halsey. 

Comrmnication dated August 26, 1943, ~-as received from the Har1cel 
Service, Inc., concerning bill for damages to stone curb at North liain and 
:ra 11. er Stre.ets, during June of tbe current year, reading as fo 1lows: 

Mr. John D. Mc!'ulty 
City Clerk 
City of Pittston, Pa. 

Dear bir: 

Re: F-211592, Smith et all vs. 
Garrett & Kovach 

t·e are in receipt of your bill for damages to stone 
curb in the City of Pittston which J.s in the amount of :ffil50.00. 

Inasmuch as Pe insnected this damage, 1.·•e find that 
your ~igure is high, that js, you are cheJrging-$1.00 a foot for 
a curbing and, therefore, at this time we will m.ake a.n offer of 
:lk75. 00 for the damage incurred. ' 

It is understood, of course, that this offer is 
made merely for the purpose of adjustment and is not tn be 
construed as any admission of liability, whatsoever, upon the 
part of Garrett & Kovach and/or Carl ton Perry. 

Kindly advise us whether this offer is acceptable 
and if so, the uroner releases wiJl be forTiarded to be executed 
by one of your City officials and u~on recei~t of same properly 
executed, our draft will go forward in nayment. 

JEF!bb 

Yours very truly, 

3fARKEL 8}<;RVI CE, DTC. 
( S) John E. Forsyth., 

Branch Hanager 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by lh~. ~~~alsh, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of me;!bers present, the a')ove communicR"tion 1'7BoS 

referred to-the City Solicitor. 
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FILE OF OOUIJOJL NO. 442, AN CRDIITA:'OE PROVIDIFG F~"'R 'T'BE \~rrT:..:HOLDii;~ TAX 
DEDtTOTir·FS FROH TEE f_~ALARIT~S AFD --AGES C'·F CITY Er·PL''Y~Ti:S PEFDIYC~ ?AYJ•Tt.:ITT 
TO rrBE IFTERIJAL n:T.VENUE CC'LLEO'I'C'R, rJas read in its entirety for the Third 
Time, and on motion of l~r. Gra"blick, seconded by J:T.r. Turon·, anc: by unani
mous vote npon Roll Gall of me~nbers preeent, a''Y•Jroved and uassed on Third 
and Final Readin0. 

To comnly v-1i th recorm11endations of Hr. John M. Dobbie, Oi ty 
As sesEor, for a·:)a te;;:en t of taxes of Barbera c<nd Ta ~)one, 102 South ?!tain St. , 
Einth ,_ .. ·,ud, Oi ty, and aD>Jroved by the Board of Revision 0f Taxes and AopeEJ,ls, 
as well as the Oi ty Council at Fleeting 0f City Council on Amtust £), 19£~3, 
on motion of P1e::1bers prese:.1t, there is hereby granted to Bar1)eT8, a.nr} Ta~Jone, 
an additional abatement of ~52,500 of assessed value.tion for the years 1g39 
to 1042, inclusive. 

Oity sub-assesror, Ilr. James OraL::-, no longer livinv in the City, 
on motion of Hr. ·:alsh, seconded by l.Tr. Turon, and by unanimous vote upon 
Roll Call of me·::bers present, is here:)y re:;1oved a.s a suh-aEset:sor, as of 
Septeniber 15, 1943, the City Clerk be in~~· instructed to infnrm M:r. Craig 
of this action which City Council deeply regrets. 

On motion of Hr. Gra-Jlick, seconded by J,1r. ~ialsl-o_, and by unani
mous vote· upon Roll Call ':lf r:1e::1~)ers ~1r esent, ~.1r. Ja:Jes Quinn, of Carroll 
Street, Oi ty of Pittston, is hereby au:ooin +.ed Oi ty sub-a,ssessor in 'Jlace of 
~:Ir. Craig, effective as of September lG, 194 3. 

On :·,:otion 'lf Mr. 1/alsh, secrmded by ;·~·. Turon, anc: by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of me·~lJers present, the City Clerk VTas instructed to 
advertise for bids for the disryosal of 0ne (1) one and one-half (1~) ton 
Chevrolet used dump truck :Ln its uresent condition, and one (1) trio and 
one-half ( 2}) ton GliC used dlillrp ti·uck in its present condition, both of 
these trucks presently ouned by the City of Pittston. 

There being no further business, motion vras :-xlde by Nr. Turon, 
seconded 1Jy xtr. \'.alsn, and upon Roll Call of me;n1')ers present, to adjourn. 

' .-----

3C, 1943 

YEAS 

* 
* 
* 
* 

APPROVED 
Seutember 30, 191.~3 

HAYS 
G 1 
w 
T 
s 2 

* R 
John D. McJ:-Iul tv 

·City Clerk 



PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, SEPTEHBER 30TH, 1943, AT g~30 P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session, today, Thursday, 
September 30, 1943, at S:30 P . .M., with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding and 
all members of Council present. 

Minutes of regular session of Thursday, September 9, 1943, 'trere read 
and upon motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by 1!r. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, appro~;red as read and ordered filed. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3 641 Pittston, 
SOLVED, by the City Council of 
essary to extend the positions 
on the Force for an additional 

Pennsylvania, September 30, lg43, BE IT RE
the City of Pittston: 11 That it will be nee
of 81')ecial Police Officers and Police Clerks 
Ten (10) days, from Se~0tember 16) 1943. 11 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Hr. Sheridan, and upon Roll Call 
of }.!embers present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3642. Pittston, Pennsylvania, September 30, 1911-3. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 Tha.t ~-twill be neC
essary to extend the positions of Snecial Police Officers and Police Clerks 
on the Force for an additional Ten ( 10) days, from September 2 6, 19Lt-3. 11 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by l:r. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution 1'1as adopted. 

RESOLUTION UO. 36l.n. Pittston, Pennsylvania, Se-ptember 30, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That the a·)pointment o 
of Clarence Sutter, as covered by Resolution Number 3 633, annroved August 
1), 1943, as Fire Truck Driver in the place of Joseph Feari ck, n011 serving in 
the United States Navy, be and hereby is declared null and void since said 
Clarence Sutter declined the appointment. 11 

On Elotion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3644. Pittston, Pennsylvania, September 30, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That Joseph Ronan, 
:iaving cuccessfully passed the Civil Service examination for Fire Truck 
Driver with a mark of 90% and having served as temporary Fire Truck Driver 
sind3 May-25th, J.943 7 in pJ_ace· of ~oseph"Fearick,·now serving in_ ;the"Uni-
ted Sta'tE;;s· ~Tavy, · , and there being no appoin tn1ent by City Council to fill 
said vacancy other than Mr. ClaJ?ence Sutter who declined the appointment, 
Mr. Rowan having served the probation neriod of ninety days, is, hereby, 
automatically ap~'Jointed to fill said vacancy . 11 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Hr. Turon, and by unanir,_ous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution Tias adonted. 

RESOLUTICl'J NQ_._~~ Pittston, Pen~'sylvania, Se~')tem.ber 30, 1943. SE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That Articles of 
Agreement be made and concluded t1'.is 30th deW of Septem1)er, Fi43, by and '!e
t~een the City of Pittston and DeP'en, Hesser and Conmany to provide for the 
preparation and filing of Loans Ta,."'{ ReY)ort for the year 1943, as ')er Contract 
on file in the Office of the City Clerk. 11 (Contract on file in City Clerk's 
Office, attached to original copy of Resolution) 
That ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT made and concluded this 30th day of September, 
1943, by and between the City of Pittston, County of Luzerne, a Municipal 
subdivision of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, party of the first part, 
hereinafter called CITY, and DEGEN, NESSER AND COMPAI'!Y, a Partnership organ
ized under the· lav.rs of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, of Easton, Pennsyl
vania, party o:f- the second nart, hereinafter called COMPANY. 

WHF.REAS, the Council of +,he City of Pittston, at a regular meeting held on 
this 30th day of Sentember, 1943, "0assed a resolution employing the said 
Company to prepare the Hunicinal Loans Tax Re'Dort for the said City for the 
year 1943, under certain terms and conditions, therefore _ 
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WI T:HESSETH 

IN CONSIDERATION of the premises, it is hereby mutually agreed that 

(a) The Company shall audit and determine the exempt holders of the bonds 
of the above-mentioned City for the year 1943, prenare the Municipal Loans 
Tax ReDort as required by the CommonwealtJ-; of Pennsylvania, and audit the 
Loans Tax Assessment made therefrom. 

(b,) As compensation for such serv~ces, the City agrees to YJay and the Com
pany agrees to accept the sum of Seventy-five ($75~00) Dollars in full 
settlement for the ">Jreuarcttion and filing of the said Reuort and the audit 
of the Tax Settlement., - · 

IIJ WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused these presents to be duly 
executed by their proper officers, under their seal, the day and year 
aforesa-id. 

ATTEST: 

( s) John D. McNulty 
City Clerk 

(SEAL) 

CITY OF PITTSTON, PEFHSYLVANIA 

By ( s) John J. Reilly 
Mayor 

DEGEN, HESSER AND COMPANY 

By (s) W. W. Degen 
Partner 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Gra1Jlick, and unon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was ado-nted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3646 Pittston, Pennsylvania, September 30, 1943, BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Co unci 1 of the City of Pittston: 11 That 1-l!rs. Thomas 
Newcomb be, and hereby is appointed, Sealer of !Heights and Feasures, also, 
Acting health Officer to fill the vacancy caused by the recent death of her 
husband, M:r. Thomas Nevrcomb, the an "'intment of Acting Health Officer to cov
er such period only unti 1 such time as Ci vi 1 Service Examinations are con- 1 

ducted to fill this particular office, since there are no eligibles certified[ 
to by said Civil Service Examining Board for this office. These a:')pointmentsl 
are to be effective as of October 1, 1943, and at the same rate of salary as' 
paid the former Health Officer and Sealer of Weights and l'leasures, Mr. 
Thomas Newcomb. 11 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by lir. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of rneElbers present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3 64 7 Pittston, Pennsylvania, September 30, 194 3, BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Co unci 1 of the Oi ty of Pittston: 11 That the su.rn of 
$5,000 be transferred from the Department of Hiscellaneous Accounts, Item 
WPA Proj·ects, Haterial and Supplies, to the Department of Streets and Public 
Inmrovements, Item 11 'V'lages of Laborers". 
11 That the sum of $500 be transferred from the Department of Parks and Public 
Building~, Item Parks (l:laterial & Supplies), to the Department of Streets & 
Public Improvements, Item 11 \"Jages of Laborers 11 • 

11 That the sum of $400 be transferred from the Deuartment of Public Affairs, 
Item 11 Civilian Defense 11 , to the Department of Streets and Public Inmrovements 
I tern 11 Wages of L2borers 11 • 

11 That the sum of $1,200 be transferred fr"om the Deryartment of Public Safety, 
Item "Maintenance Fire House 11 , to the De1)artment of Streets and Publ4.c Im
provements, Item 111!Tages, Street Cleaning 11 • 

On. notion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. 'V!a,lsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Ca,ll of members present, the above Resolution was ado:nted. 
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RESOLUTION NO: 3643 Pittston, Pennsylvania, September 30, 1943. BE IT RE-
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That the sum of 
$1·, 500 be transferred from the Department of Public Affairs, Item, 11 Salary 
of Patrolmenu to the Deu.<=trtment of Public Affairs, Item 11\'iages, Special 
Police Officers If. ffThat the sum of $500 be transferred from the Depart.:...-: 
ment of Public Affairs, Item 11Salary of Sergeants", to the Department of 
Public Affairs, Item uv:rages, Special Officers". 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Hr. Walsh, and uuon Roll Cal 
of members present, the above Resolution was adopted . 

. RESOLUTION NO. 3649. Pittston, Pennsylvania, Sentember 30, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of ·the City o.f pj_ ttston: "That the City i 

Solicitor be, and is hereby instructed, to notify the Wilkes-Barre Traction 
Conroany that unless action is taken by the:·n for the removal of the Traction 
Company rails within the City limits of the Oi ty of Pittston, to be started 
within thirty days from today's date, that he, the City Solicitor, be, and 
is hereby authorized, and instructed, to take necessary legal action by in
stituting court action against the said Traction Comnany for the removal of 
said rails. u 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Hr. Tu:r:-on, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adonted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3650. Pittston, Pennsylvania, Se-otember 30, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, 1Jy the City Council of the Oi ty of Pittston: If That, on the advice 
of Carl J. Burke, City Solicitor, Attorne,-s ·...--:. L. Pace and Frank Flanagan, 
be retained to defend the City of Pittston in the six Pol5.ce cases listed 
for the next term of Court at a fee for \1. L. Pace of ;~1500 and Frank 
Flanagan ~600. This is for servfces in full for all work done or to be done 
by them in the Common Pleas Court on all six cases. 11 

On motion of Hr. V!alsh, seconded by }'fr. Turon, c;md by unanimous 
vote uoon Roll Call of men1bers present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

Director of Accounts and Finance, Mr. s. C. Gra'blick, in letter 
dated September 30, 1943, addressed to Honorable JTayor and ~rembers of City 
Council, recommended r.>ayment of the following bills: 

M. P. Ruane, Tax Collector 

Joseph Ludden 

James Halfnrd 

City Clerk's Office 

Incidental expenses of 
Tax Collector's Office, 
March l0- 1 L~3 to Aug. 23- '43 
Wages, Civ. Def. Second 
Half Seutember 
Wages, Div. Def. Second 
Half September 
Postage-Stamps 

·- - Total 

$ 218.30 

60.lG 

68.60 
10.00 

$ 357.00 

On motion of Hr. 1Ja1sh, seconded by ;:r. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote uDon Roll Call of r1e 1bers present, the above bills were EWDroved as 
read and ordered naid. 

Communication dated Pittston, Pa., Se1Jtemoer 30, 1943, addressed 
to the Honorable J''Iayor and Members of City Council, reading as follows, was 
received ..- ...a, from Samuel C. Zanta, Uhief Clerk, Department of Streets 
and Public Im:l)rovements: 

Gentlemen! 

Having been inducted into the armed forces of the United States 
Army, I hereby request your honnrable bodv for a leave of absence from my 
nosition as Chief Clerk in the Street Deuartment, for the duration of the 
present emergency, or until such ti;·.'e as I am discharged from the Army. 

SCZ: jo 

Respectfully yours, 

(Signed) Samuel C. Zanta 
Chief Clerk, Dent. of Streets 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of me111bers present, the above request of Mr. Zanta was 
granted, a.nd communication ordered received and filed. 

Communication dated Pittston, Pa., September 30, 1943, addressed to 
Pittston Oi ty Council, reading as follows, '\e"Tas received fror>1 :f•!r. Frank 
Valeski, City Patrolman; 

Gentlemen: 

·Because of my induction into the tfuited States Armed Forces, I 
respectfully request a leave of aosence. fro:n ny duties as City policeman 
for the duration or until such tirr1e as I may be discharged from military 
service. 

Respectfully yours, 

(Signed) Frank Valeski 

On notion of lvir. Turon, seconded by Mr. T.'alsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of mer-1bers present, the above request was gran ted and 
the co:••;mnication ordered received and filed. 

Communication dated September 30, addressed to the Honorable L~ayor 
and 11embers of City Council, reading as follows, V"as received from riiss 
Mary 0 1 Brien, 495 North Hain Street, Pi t~~ston, Pa.: 

Gentlemen: 

There is a tree on my property at 495 North Main 
Street, 2nd Ward, of the City of Pittston, that, because 
of its age, is dan2:erous to the nec1estrians T)assing this 
uarticular noint. I feel that the tree should be removed 
and ask. your honorable body to arrange to remove Sa'·'e from 
my premises. 

Your pro~:1pt attention in this rna tter and favor
able action on iJlY request wj_ll be greatly anpreciated. 

( s) 

Respectfully yours, 

Mary O'Brien 
(Hisr) :Mary O'Brien 
495 North Main Street 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

On motion of l:J.r. Sheridan, seconded by l1r. Gra')lick, and by 
unanimous vote uTJon Roll Gall of me bers :oresent, the above request was 
referred to the Superintendent of the Street Department. 

Communication dated VJilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, Se1)tember .9, 1943, 
addressed to the -Oi ty Clerk and reading as follows, was received from r:r. 
H. G. Haupt, Assistant Land Agent, Lehigh Valley Goal Oomo;any: 

Dear Sir: 

I understand that the Council of Pittston Oi ty has 
placed unon its assessment records for 191~3 the valuations 

. as finally ftxed on Au~::o:ust 17, 1943, by the Board for the 
Assessment and Revision of Taxes for the County of Luzerne, 
on coal lands of the Lehigh Valley Coal Company in Pittston 
City. 

If such is the case, we ~ould like to be beard on 
the matter of this assessment and request that you fix a date 
and tir,1e when our representatives may an:pear before you for 
that purpose. 

Very truly yours, 
/s/ H. G. Haupt 

H. G. Haupt 
Arcistant Land Agent 
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On motion of Mr. Gra0lick, seconded by I"·r. Sheridan, and by unani.;:;;: 
mous vote upon Roll Call of me;·,:bers present, the above com::~unica;tion was re
ferred to the City ~elicitor with instructions to arranPe for a meeting with 
members of City Council as per request of £,1r. Haupt. -

Comvunication dated l7illces-Barre, Pa., September 27, 1943, ad
dressed to the Pittston Fire De~0artment, reading as follows, was received 
from Lewith & Freeman, Realtors: 

Re: 79-Sl No. Main St., Pittston, Pa. 

Gentlemen,...;. 

Our office is managing agents of ca.-::>tioned 
buildint: for the r'retro;:>oli ta!l. Ltfe Insurance Com'!)any, 
the owners. A recent insuection of our building dis
closes that a fire hazard- exists on the urnuerty whicb 
is located next door at 77. The:re is a chi··'·'ney on the 
north center of the vacant buildinl2:, the smoke stack 
extension of ~hich has been corroded and if a fire 
is ever installed in the furnace of this building snarks 
will fly into our building and a fire can result: te, 
therefore, reco~mend that you contact with the Eltrich 
Estate, who are the owners of this property, without 
further delay, for although the building is vacant 
there is a possibility of it being rented and someone 
startiTiga fire. Please advise us at your earliest 
opportunity conuerning your investigation. 

You may comrmmicate with the Janitor, Chris 
Kelly of 13 Charles ~t., Pittston, by calling Pitt. 2838 
and he will show your department this par+,icular hazard. 

11/bn 

Thankin€; you, I remain 

Very truly yours, 

LET"!I'rH & FREii;HAH-

BY: /s/ LeRoy Landau 
- LeRoy Landau 

On motion of lilr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote U')On Roll Call of ine--,bers present, the a·bove con1munication l"'as referred 
to the- attention of the Fire Chief. 

Communi cation dated Pittston, Pa., September 21, 1943, addreseed 
to City Treasurer, lifi chael P. Ruane, and reading as follows, V'as received 
from the Taxpayers of Cliff Street, First 17ard, City of Pittston! 

Dear tiir: 

We, the voters of Duper Pittston and supporters to you, 
wish to call to your attention the paving of Oliff Street, we were 
told the part of Cliff Street we reside on will not be touched 
because it is a dead end street, and I think and am sure you 
will find the taxes alvrays paid 1Jy us neople so as a favor we 
urge you to do us a favor and see that our street be taken care 
of too . \7hy have one side of the street laughing at the other? 
And, besides, during the rain and snow weather it is no fun 
tracldng: the ;md in because of the street, and we ail had the 
curb and V'alk put in. So I think it is hiFh time our street 
should be take~ care of.c If it isn 1t, weli, don't expect any 
of us to supDort you or your candidates at any ti:ne, we remain 

Respectfully, 
The Taxpayers and Supporters of your Ticket. 
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On recom.nendation of I'·Iayor Reilly, and on motion of l:Ir. '\'~alsh, 
seconded by ?Ir. Sheridan, and by unanirno 1JS vote uuon Roll Call of 
members uresent, the Mayor, Hem1)ers of City Council, and the City 
Engineer, Mr. Thomas J. Halsey, were ap~ointed as a Comfuittee to 

·investigate this co1nplaint, and if at all possible, to comoly with 
the request of the Taxpayers referred to, u1erein. 

Communication dated Pittston, Pa., SeDtember 22nd, 1943, addressed 
to the Mayor and City Council, reading as follows, 1i"as received from the 
City Solicitor, Mr. Carl J. Burke: 

In re: Gar 1!Jood Load-Packe!:_ 

Gen tleraen: 

City Engineer, Thomas Halsey, has advised me 
that the Gar \7ood Load-Packer has been delivered to 
the City and meets all specifications and require
ments as listed in their bid. 

In view of this, it is now in order to for~ard 
a check for the full amount due to the Gar Wood 
Industries, Inc. 

CJB:tm 

Very truly yours, 

(s) Carl J. Burke 
City Solicitor 

On motion of :Hr. Turon, seconded by Mr. '\Jalsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above conmmnication was ordered 
received and filed, and the Director of Accounts and Finance instructed to 
fori'7ard check in full for the amount due·the Gar Wood Industries, Inc. 

On motion of 1v1r. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk Tias instructed to 
request the Scranton-Spring Brook water Company to install ne~ fire hy
drants at the corner of Broad and Fulton Streets, as nell as at the corner 
of Ohurch and Stark Streets. Also, to have all hydrants within the City 
limits tested in the company of properly designated persons from the Fire 
Department at their earliest convenience. 

Comnmnication dated Pittston, Pa., September 24, 1043, to the 
Honorable John Reilly, Mayor and r'1em0ers of City Council, was received from 
the City Controller, Mr. Emerson J. Howley, reading as follows: 

Gentlemen: 

I·wish to call to your attention the condition of streets and 
sidev.ralks in several sections of this city affected by mine ca.ves many 
months ago. 

To da~e little has been done by the companies responsible to 
correct these hazardous conditions, particularly where flag stones have 
been forced up and lap the next stone. 

One of the companies responsible for some of the caves has 
agreed to make repairs to streets and sevJers in West Pittston and has 
commences work vrhile nothing has been done here except repairs to a 
short length of sewer on Railroad St. (A State Highway). 

Inasmuch as the Coal Companies res;:)onsible have had ample 
time to at least repair the sidewal1<S during the sun-n•1er l"';onths and have 
failed to do so. I recomE1end that iLF:lediate action be taken by Council 
to correct this condition before the winter months. 

Very truly yours, 
(s) Er:1erson J. Hov:rley 
Emerson J. Howley 

City Con troller 
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Hr. i'falsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of r:1e'•:bers present, the a-:)ove communi ca.tion was ordered 
received and ftled, since arrangements have already been made with the Coal 
Companies to repair the properties and streets referred to in the communica
tion, part of which has already been done, namely, the Newcomb prorJerty on 
Carroll Street, and two properties across the street from N'eT·•comb' s having 
been already repaired. 

Permit anplication dated September 13, 1943, -r'aS received from the 
Stegmaier Brewing Company, Hilkes-Barre, Pa., to erect a new neon side1'7alk · 
sign at 120 Searle Street, City. 

This application, having been approved of by the Chief of the Fire 
Department, on motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. SLerid.an, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, permit ..--ar e;re.nted. 

Permit application dated September 23, 19 1-l-3, V'as received from Jane 
Minichello, 16 South Main Street, City, to erect a neon building sign. 

This application, haying been approved by the Chief of the 11'ire 
Department, on motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. t"alsh, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, permit was granted. 

There being no further business, on motion of Hr. Sheridan, seconde 
by Hr. Turon, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of me::be:rs present, the 
meeting ras adjourned. 

YEAS 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

APPROVED 
Sentember 30, l q43 __ 

NAYS 
G 
i~ \ 1 
TlY 2 
s 
R 

John D. McNulty 
Oi ty Clerk 
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PITTSTOI'J, PEHFSYLVAHIA, OCTOBER 14, 1043, AT S:15 P.~L 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session, today, Thursday, 
October 14, 1943, at 3:15 P. M., with Mayor John J. Reilly pret::iding and all 
me'!1bers of Council present. 

Hinutes of regular session of September 30, 1943, nere read, and 
upon motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Nr. Turon, and by unanimous vote 1.;1.pon 
Roll Call of me;:1bers present, approved as read and ,ordered filed. 

Mayor John J. Reilly submitted report dated October 1, 1943, of 
Parking Meter Collections and Fines received by his office for the month 
of Se-otemoer, 1°43, reading as follows: 

Se;)tember 1, 194 3 - September 30, 1 q4 3 
September 1, 1943 - Septemb:er 30, 1943 

Parking Heter Fees 
Parking Violations 

Total 

;~ 159-30 
5.00 

$ 164.30 

On motion of Mr. 'r.'alsh, seconded ~)Y J::Ir. GrablioJ;:, and by unantmous 
vote unon Roll Call of me;::bers present, the above renort 1rras ordered re
ceived and filed. 

City Treasurer U. P. Ruane subrl!i tted itemized l'eryort of receipts 
and disbursements by his office for tl1e month of September 191.(5 reading as 
follows: 

Cash on Hand, September 1, 1943 ............................ $ 47,190.35 
Receipts during the month.................................. 19,79!.17_ 

Total $ 66,981.52 

Y!arrants Paid ............................................. . 
Cash on Hand, September 30th, 1943 ........................• 

Total 

Cash on Hand September 30, 1943, distributed 
to the fol1ov.ring accounts: 

$ 32,105.15 
~76.37 
~p 66' 981.52 

General Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . &,~ 
Bond and Interest, 1923 
Bond and Interest, 1935 
Bond arid Interest, 193[~ 
Bond and Interest, 1942 
Funding and Improvement 

Account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
lie count . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · · 
A o co un t . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Acooun t ........................... . 
Bond Account, 1942 ................ . 

Total 

On motion of IJr. Turon, seconded by I'h·. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote unon Roll Call of me':bers nresent, the a'Jove report wc:ts ordered received 
and filed. 

City Treasurer M. P. Ruane subr•Ji t.ted re;:Jor t dated Se-ptemher 30, 
194 3, cm.rerin_g City Li oens es issued by his offi oe durinp the Elon th. of Se-p
tember, reading as follows: 

John D. i:1oNul ty, City Clerk 
City of Pittston, Penna. 

Dear Hr . J:Iol'Tul ty: 

I, her evri th, stibr~d. t· my renort of Oi ty License for 
the '11onth of SenteP1ber, 1943: 



aw 

License a~Jnl ied for by: Mary 0 1 }'~alley 
120 Searle Street, City, to erect a 
neon sign l.!- feet by 2 feet. Granted 
September 13, 1943. License #650 

License auulied for by:· Jane 
Mini che llo -, 16 So. Hain Street, City, 
to erect a fire proof masonite sign. 
Gran ted September 29, 194 3. License '1~651 

Total 

$ 2.00 

2.00 

$ 4.00 

Respectfully sul;mi tted, 

(s) H. P. Ruane 
City Treasurer 
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On motion of !Ir. Sheridan, seconded ~J~,~ i~r. '~"ialsh, and by unanin:ous 
vote uDon Roll Call of 'T!e:c:.beTs :present, the above report WEt>s ordered re
ceived and filed. 

ReY)nrt for the month of Sentenber, 1943, reading as follows, VJas 
received from the Acting Health Officer: 

To the Honorable Mayor and 
Members of City Council 
Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen: 

The following is my report for the nonth of 
Se::>~tenlJer, 1 a4 3: -

t'eekly re}Jort sent to the IIedical Director 
I~nthly report sent to the Medical Director 
Health Certificates filed during the month ... 52 
Visits to public eating and drinking places .. 36 

JLP:f 

Re~pectfully yours, 

(s) James L. Patterson 
James L. Patterson 
Acting Health Officer 

On motion of Hr. Turon, seconded by Hr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote unon Roll Call of me:·t1Jers ~0resent, the above renort T''Et>S ordered re
ceived and filed. 

Renort for the month of Senteqber, 1943, and reading as fo-llovrs 
-rras received- fro·:1 the Acting Sealer of Weights and Measures: -

Honorable Vayor and 
Hembers of city Oounci 1, 
Pittston, Pennsyl van ie, 

Gen tl eE!en: 
The following is r,1y report for the r1onth of 

·Se'Jtember, 1943: 

Prescription Scales 
Counter Scales 
Person VJeighers 
Cil Pumps 

JLP: f 

Corrected & Sealed 

~ 
4 
1 

Adjusted 

2 

Res-pectfully subr:li tted 

(s) James 1. Patterson 
James L. Patterson 

Acting Sealer of kgts. & Heasures 



1205. 

On i~1otion of M:r. Grabli ok, seconded by Mr. 11alsb, and by v.nanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of P'errhers present, the above report Tias ordered re
ceived and filed. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3651, Pittston, Pennsylvania, October 14, 1943. EE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it vrill oe 
necessary to extend tbe ~oosi tions of S'Deoial Police Officers and Police 
Clerl{S on the Force for i:m additional Ten· ( 10) days, fron: Ooto1Jer 6, 1 g43. 11 

On motion of Mr. Yialsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanirr!ous 
vote u'!on Roll Call nf roe···1bers present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3652, Ptttston, Pennsylvania, October 14, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That the sum of 
~2,200.00 be transfer·"ed fron'l the G:eneral Fund, to tile Sinking Fvnc'l, 1923 
Bond Issue 11 • This transfer 'Jeing meode as a loan, only, and is to lJe re-
-paid by the Sinldnc Fund to the General Fund n-i thin the year endin';S Decem
ber 31, 1943, in !)art or in full, if and vrhen the Sinking Fund balance will 
permit within the year. 11 That the sum of iS4, 750.00 be transferred from the 
General Fund, to the Sinking Fund, 1942 Bond Issue. 11 This transfer 
being made as a loan, only, and is to -'1e re-paid by the Sinking Fund to 
the General Fund vri thin the year ena.ing December 31, 1943, in part or in 
full, if and 1'7hen the Sinlcin~: Fund balance vri 11 permit within the year. 
11 That the sum of ~g580.00 be transferTec1 from the Sinking Fund, 1()35 Bond 
Issue, to the Sinking Fund, 1923 Bond Issue. 11 

On !':otion o{ Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Hr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NQ. 3653, Pittston, Pennsylvanis, October 14, 101.13. BE IT RE
SOLI.TED, by the City Council of the City of P:l.ttston: 11 That I:Trs. Samuel 
Zanta be annointed to the offtoe of Chief Clerk in the Denartment of 
Streets and Public Improvements, to fill vacancy caused by the induction 
of her husband, H1·. Samuel C. Zanta, into the Ar~"1ed Service. This an<)oint
ment to be effective as of October 16, 1Q43, at the same salary as naid to 
Mr. Zanta. n 

On motion of Mr. Y"alsh, s eoonded by Mr. Turon, and u:pon Roll Call 
of me•r1bers present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

Director of Acooun ts and Finance, Iifx. S. C. Grabli ck, i~-:l letter 
dated October, 14, 1 q4 3 a.ddressed to the Honorable Mayor and l 1len111ers of 
City Council, recommended nayment of the following bills: 

Attorney W. L. Pace 

(i
Professional Services in one or 
all stx uending police cases. 

Frank N. Flanagan Professinnal Services in one or 
, all six nendin~ nolice oases. 

Witness Fees and exnenses in Lucius K. Eldrid~e 
trial of Albert Ditoro 

Rarley-Expenses, Meals, etc., Police 
Case, October 4th, ~th & 6th 

Sam Zenta, Frank 
J. D. McNulty 
Joseph \'!alsh ; Transportation Harrisburg, Pa. 

with Atty. Frank H. Flanagan in 
connection with ;Jroposed flushing 
nrof.!'ram 
Wages, Civ. Def. 1st half Oct. James Halford 

Carl J. Burke, Cit:,· Solicitor- Prothonotary 1 s Office sug
gestion of non-payment and default. 

Total 

ef!; 1,500.00 

6oo .oo 

ltl.OO 

s.oo 

8.00 
74.10 

11.00 

$ 2,216.10 

On notion of !Jr. Sheridan, seconded by }'lr. Turon, and by unant
mous vote u:oon Roll Call of ;;1e bers present, tl1e etbove bills were a.:J1Jroved 
of for payr~en t. 
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Communication dated Pittston, Pa., Octooel' 1~-, 19LL3, and reading as 
follows 1-1as received from City Tre<wurer M. P. Ruane: 

John D. J'J:ciJul ty, City Clerk 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr. ]JcNul ty: 

I have :made the following tem1')0rary a1)poin tment 
in the Tax Collector 1 s office as follov-.rs and effective as of the 
lst day of October, 1043. 

Penna., 
Street, 
Gorp of 
for the 

MPR/aw 

?Ti ss Joyce Kearney, 14 7 Broad Street, Pittston, 
as clerk, in pln.ce of Miss Hargaret Rettenmeyer, 139 Hill 
Pittston, Penna., Tiho has enlisted in the Women's Au.~ili.ary 
the United States Arny a~1d granted leave of absence by me 
duration of the 1

. ar and six nonths- thereafter. 

Very truly yours, 
( s ) J:t; P . Ruane 
Tax Collector 

On motion of Hr. Sheridan, seconded ·!Jy Hr. '.~alsh, and by unanimous 
vote u~1on Holl Call of me:·1bers pr eE en t, the above communication nas a'TDroved 
of and ordered received and filed. 

Com;uuni cation dated Sampson, HeTI YQrk, October q, 191J. 3, and recoding 
as folloTis, yras received from Robert P Ro1':'an: 

Dear Sirs: 

Because of military require1:1ents, I am u..naole to 
perform my duties as a n1eD1ber of the Pi tts.ton Police Dent. 

I would like to request a leave of absence from 
my duties as a police officer in the Oi ty of Pittston for 
the duration of the uar and an additional six m.onths at the 
termination of thenar. 

It Tiould please me very much if you will consider 
this letter at you.r next neeting of Council. 

Thanking you for your trouble. I am very much 
obliged to each and every one of you. 

(Signed) Ro•)ert P. Ronan, A/S 
C-11 Co. 122 U.S·~ N. T. S. 
Samoson, N.Y. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by ilr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote uoon Roll Call of me'<1bers present, the above leave of absence was 
granted as requested. 

Communication dated Pittston, Pa., October 13., 1943, and reading as 
follows was received from Hrs. Thomas A. Hewcomb: 

To the Honorable Mayor c:md liembe:ts of City Council, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen! 

I wish to take this means of thanking the mayor 
and ·.1e:nbers of the Oi ty Council for a•):oointing me Sealer 
of I/ eights and Yreasures. 

I shall endeavor to do all in my po-v.rer to ful
fill my duties. 

Thanking you for past favors. 

Sincerely 

(s) Hrs. Thos. A. l~ewcomb 
IIrs. Thomas A. Newcon:b. 
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On motion of Hr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote u·oon Roll Call of me;.-~bers nresent, the above conrnuni.cation Pas ordered 
received and filed. 

Communication dated Pittston, Pa., October 13, 1943, reading a.s 
follows, Pas recei vec1 from l'r. Francis A. Earley, Secretary, Oi vil Service 
Board: 

Mr. John D. Mclifulty, City Clerk, 
City Hall, Broad Street, 
City of Pittston, Pa. 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

In compliance with yom· request of the E'~th instant, 
examination of a;ppli cants for s)osi tions referred to in your 
letter will be conducted Friday, October,22nd, 1943, at 
theY. M. 0. A. Buildihs, Broad Street, City of Pittston, 
at 4:00 P. M. 

Very truly yours, 

(S) Francis A. Earley 
. Francis A. Earley 

Secretary 
Oi vil Service Board 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanir.1ous 
vote upon Roll Call of meE~bers present? the above communication was ordered 
received and filed. 

Oorn.munica tion cla ted Pitts ton, Pa., October 11, 194 3, ad dressed to 
the City Clerk and reading as follovrs T"'as received from Ih~. C. il!. l''onie, 
Superintendent, Scranton Spring Brook Water Service Company: 

Dear Hr. EcHul ty: 

AcknoT"ledge receipt of your letter under date of the 8th 
instant in reference to your request for the installation of 
one fire hydrant at the corner of Broad and Fulton Streets 
and one hydrant at the corner of Church and Stark Streets. 
It will be necessary for our Engineering Denartment at ~ilkes
Barre to make apDl:i.cation to the 1.':. P. B. for permission or 
priority to install the hydrants you request. 

In regards to your request for the testing of all City 
fire hydrants in the presence of one of the City Firemen, 
let me advise that we intend to test and flush all hydrants, 
just as soon as v'e have sufficient wa-::-er in storage. The 
extreme dry we~ther has caused our reservoirs to recede to the 
point where every precaution must be taken to conserve our 
supply. 

However, De will be happy to advise you when ~e start our 
hydrant testing in order that you ma,y have one of your Firemen 
accompany our hydrant man. 

OWl:I: er 
OC: :Mr. rlilliam T. Barnes 

Very truly yours, 

(s) a. w. l\'Ionie 
0. W. Monie 

Sup 1 t 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and UDon Roll 
Call of me·!'bers present, the above communication was ordered received and 
filed. 
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Communication dated Pittston, Pa., October 14, 19l~3, addressed to 
the Honorable Hayor and Memi;ers of City Council and reading a.s follows was 
received from r:r. Frank Castner, City Fire Chief: 

Gentlemen: 

Complaint of Lewith and Freeman, managing agents 
for the IJetropol i. tan Life Insurance Company, concerning 
property at 77 North Main Street, City, adjoining that of 
the I1'Ietropoli tan Life Insurance Company, at 79-Sl North 
L~in Street, and referred to me by City Council at meeting 
of September 30, 1043. 

I have made a careful investi~:ation of this com-
1)laint and find that the smoke stack referred to therein 
is in a rather bad cond j_ tion. I took the rna tter un with 
Mr. Oscar El trich, of the El trich Estate, oTI"ners of this 
property, and he assured me ths_t he is familiar v.ri th the 
condition of the smoke stack and that ~)efore the building 
v:ould be occupied by any tenant, it -rras his intention to 
place the stack in a safe condition at that time. He 
assured me that in the !Tteantime, no fires vmuld be started 
in said building. 

FC: jo 

Very truly yours, 

(signed) Frank Castner 
Frank Castner Fire Chief 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded <;y Mr. Grablick, and by 
unanimous vote unon Roll C8 _11 of men1bers -oresent, the above commrmication 
was ordered received and filed. 

Commtimicatinn dated Pittston, Pa., October 0, 19lL3, addressed 
to Mr. Thomas J. Halsey, City Engineer and reading as follows, Tia.s received 
froF1 the City Solicitor, Hr. Carl J. Burke: 

Dear Mr. Halsey: Re: Smith et al 
vs; Garrett and Kovach 

• The defendants in the above captioned matter, through 
the Markel Service of Scranton, Pa., have advised me that the 
150 feet which we charged them with Tias not damaged by their 
truck, and further that the condition of this curb ·before the 
accident ~as in very bad condition. 

17e have requested payment of One Hundred Fi-fty C~l50.CO) 
Dollars. '£hey have submitted a counter-offer of Seventy-five 

($75.00) Dollars, but will settle for One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars. 

If it is necessary to sue them, I want to be certain 
of my grounds. If you think $150.00 should be paid by them and 
that we can prove the curb in good condition before the accident 
and the 150 feet damage iJy the, I am prepared to sue.Otherwise, 
I ~ould rather go over this with you carefully. 

Very truly yours 

CJB:tm City Solicitor 

On ,,1otioi1 of !V.tr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, a.ne:. -:JY una.ni
l:lous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the Etbove contnunication ,·.·as 
ordered received and held in abeyance a.V'ai ting Mr. Holsey 1 s reply. 

Communication dated Wilkes-Barre, Pa., October 11, 1943, ad
dressed to the Honorable John J. Reilly, Ma>yor, and l'ea.ding as follows, 
ras received from litr. William Mann ear, Tax Payers Association of V!yoming 
Valley: 



My dear Sir: 

We are informed that certain taxpayers who filed appeals 
from the 1943 assessment have or are paying their taxes under 
protest as provided by the ACt of 1933 P. 1. S53, Sec. 51S, 
as amended by the Act of 1935 P. 1. 674, Sec. 1 (72 P. S. 5020-
51~). 

It is my understanding that under the ~rov1s1ons of this 
act your municipality is required to segregate 25% of the amount 
of the tax uaid over, and not permitted to s9end any nortion of 
such segregated amount \'"!i thout Court apnroval. 

For this reason, I believe it well for your Board to have 
the benefit of the advice of the uunicinality Solicitor. 

v.re shall be glad to discuss the 1:1atter i"li th you at any time 
if you·· feel that our advice is of value to you. 

V:Eli: mm 

Sincerely y'Ju:rs, 

/s/ Wm. ManneB..r 
Wm. E. :Hannear 
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On motion of Hr. Grablt ck, seconded by Hr. V!alsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of menfbers nresent, the above communication was ordered 
received and filed, and the Oi ty Solicitor requested to suhrl\i t to City Coun
cil ouinion as to the segregation of 25% of the teA Daid as referred to 
therein. 

On recommendation by letters of October 6th and Sth, 1943, from 
}~r. John M. Dobhie, Chief City Assessor, and on motion of Hr. GTablick, 
seconded by !Jr. Tmon, and by unanimous vote on Roll 0811 of me:"'ll)ers ureEent 
the following a,batement of Oi ty and School Tcxes for the yea,r 19!~3 and the 
Tri-er1nial assessment for the years lg43-1°45 inclusive, corrected to read 
accordingly' are hereby r:ran ted: 

Nellie rfurphy, 31 LaGrange Street, Tenth Fard, Abatement of :~793.00. 
Dime Bank and Trust Company, H~-20 Jenkins Alley, Tenth Ward, Abate-

. ment, $166.00. 
Mrs. Anna 'Sentley, 1g New Street, Second V!ard, Abatement, $H5E5.00. 
Jose"9h Jordan Estate, 647-649 North Main Street, First 'V'Tard, Abate-

,.. ', ..-:--...... " .. / ·,. 
'-' .. , 

-A /">, '>.. --: __ __..... .. ,-:_- '' 

ment, $1,250.00. · 

being no further business, motion 11"'as made by Mr. Grabl ic~, 
Walsh, and upon Roll Call of members present, to adjourn. 

A P P R 0 V E D 
==~~O~ctober 2S, 19~3 
YEAS NAYS 
* 
* 
* Absent 
Absent 

G 
w 2 
T 1 
s 
R 

---...s<Ju..<o_hn ;Q. McNuJJ;_j:.___ 
City Clerk 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, OCTOBER 28TH, 1943, AT 8:15 P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session today, 
Thursday, October 28th, 1943, at 8:15P.M., with Councilman Sylvester 
c. Grablick presiding, and Councilmen Walsh and Turon present; Mayor 
Reilly and Councilman Sheridan being absent. 

Minutes of regular session of Thursday, October 14th, 1943, 
were read and upon motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by IvJ:r. Walsh, and by 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, approved as read and ordered 
filed. 

RESOLU'l'ION #3654. Pittston, Pennsylvania, October 28, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11That it will 
be necessary to extend the positions of Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force for an additional ten (10) days, from 
October 16, 1943." 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by un
animous vote upon Roll Call of members present., the above Resolution was 
adopted. 

RESOLUTION #3655. Pittston, Pennsylvania, October 28, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the V'i ty Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force for an additional ten (10) days, from 
October 26, 1943." 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by un
animous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution 
was adopted. 

RESOLUTION #3656. Pittston, Pennsylvania} October 28, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the C"ity Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That Mrs. Thos. 
Newcomb, having successfully passed the Civil Service Examination, be 
and is hereby appointed Healt~ Officer in the Bureau of Health and 
Weights and Measures, at an annual salary the sa~e as that paid the for
mer Health Officer, the late Thomas Newcomb.tt 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by un
animous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution 
was adopted. 

RESOLUTION #3657. Pittston, Pennsylvania, October 28, 1943. BE IT RE
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: n 

1. That abatement of all penalties and interest on City 
Taxes in accordance with .Act #150, approved on May 
20, 1943, are hereby extended to February 1, 1944. 

2. The extension period of said Act and resolution 
automatically renews itself every ninety (90) days 
thereafter. 

3. All privileges and benefits of said Act and resolu
tion to be cancelled by proper authorities when ever 
so desired. 

4. The City Treasurer is hereby authorized to collect 
City Taxes accordingly. 

5. A copy of this Resolution to be given to the City 
Treasurer for his records. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
vote upon Roll Call of me1nbers present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

Director of Accounts and Finance., Mr. S. C. Grablick in 
letter dated October 28., 1943, addressed to the Honorable Mayor and 
Members of Oi ty Council, recom..mended payment of the following bills: 



John A. Allan 
Bell Telephone Company of Pa. 
Bi-Lateral Fire Hose Co. 
Bittenbender Co. 
Butera Auto Body Works 
William P. Bonser 
Consumerts Ice Company 
Consumer 1 s Gas & Oil Co. 
Central Clay Products Co. 
V. E. Churchfield 
Egan Oil & Supply Company 
Eureka Fire Hose 
Reg. Ellis 
Eastern Pennsylvania Supply Co. 
Eagen Hardware Company · 
Franconi Auto Parts 
The Gamewell Company 
C. F. Goeringer Construction Co. 
Glen Summit Springs v:ater Co. 
Harry C. Hunt 
William G. Johnston Company 

Klein Auto Parts Company 
Kehoe & McNamara 
LaBarrets Stationery Store 
John Leidinger 
Ludwigts Hardware Store 
Mltchell r s Lumber Yard 
Neidich Process 
Newcomb Brothers 
Pennsylvania Coal Company 
A. S. Powers 
Pittston Oil Company 
P. A. Sammon 
P. A. Sammon 
Scranton Electric Company 
Scranton Electric Company 
Scranton-Spring Brook Water Co. 
The Texas Lunch 
Vullo's Tire & Battery Service 
Williams Stationery Store 
Williams Paper Company 
M. P. Ruane, City Treasurer 

Tabone & Barbera 
Atty. Carl J. Burke 
James Halford 

Compensation Insurance 
Phones 
Fire Hose 
Parts for Concrete Mixer 
Miscellaneous repairs 
Tire and tube 
Ice for various offices 
Gas, oil, repairs, etc. 
Brick 
Traffic light repairs, etc. 
Gas and oil 
Transportation on Couplings 
Parts for fire hose 
Six (6) Wire Push Brooms 
Miscellaneous supplies 
Miscellaneous supplies 
Coils for Fire Alarm 
Road material 
Drinking Water 
Letterheads, Tax statements 
Three (3) Voters Guides 
(Legal Books) 
Miscellaneous supplies 
Boiler & Machinery Policy 
Mimeograph Paper 
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863.50 
56.66 

705.00 
8.25 

13.20 
20.37 
27.25 

113.84 
120.00 
14.85 

102.90 
1.03 
4.50 
6 .. 00 
5.40 

39.65 
1.70 

515.00 
12.00 
47.60 

2.42 
6.43 

New handles on Fire Hose Nozzle 
Miscellaneous supplies 
Miscellaneous supplies 
Typewriter ribbons 

36.48 
2.20 
9.75 
2.81 

42.46 
10.00 
58.89 Coal 

Park Rent 
Pipe, etc. 
Gas, oil 
Liability Insurance 
Insurance on Ford Dump Truck 
Electric light 
Street lighting 
Fire hydrants, etc. 
Food for prisoners 
Repairing Tire & Tube 
Miscellaneous supplies 
One (l) Gallon Duz All 
Refund 1943 City Taxes, James 

1.00 
160.88 

34.70 
175.56 

5.00 
44.85 

1,006.45 
164.35 

.so 
1.25 

97.60 
2.95 

& Stanley Bellanco, 11th Ward 7.19 
Rental, Air Compressor 135.00 
Eight (8) Lien Satisfactions 2.40 
Wages, 2/2 October 78.20 

Total $4,768.32 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by vote 
upon Roll Call of me~bers present, the above bills were approved of as 
read and ordered paid when funds are available. 

Communication dated October 27, 1943, and addressed to the 
Mayor and Members of City Council, reading as follows, was received from 
Francis A. Earley, Sec 1 y, Civil Service Examining Board, City of Pittston, 
Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen: 
This is to certify that the following have success

fully passed the Civil Service examination held Oct. 22J 1943: 

Health Officer 
Mrs. Thomas Newcomb 
Mr. Charles Gibbons 

Police Dept. Patrolman 
Louis Vanchieri 75% 
Nicholas Osticco 85% 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Francis A. Earley, Seery, 
Civil Service Examining Board, 
City of Pittston. 
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On motion of Mr~ Walsh, seconded by Ivlr. Turon, and by vote 
upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was ordered 
received and filed. 

Communication dated October 27, 1943, addressed to the 
Honorable Nayor and i:I'Iembers of City Council and reading as follows_, was 
received from Patrolman James OtBrien: 

Gentlemen: 
Because of my induction into the U. S. Navy, I 

respectfully request a leave of absence from my duties as 
City policeman for the duration or until such time as I may 
be discharged from military service. 

Respectfully yours, 

/s/ Jrunes 0 1Brien 

On motion of Mr. Vi'alsh_, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by vote 
upon Roll Call of members present, the a,bove request was granted. 

Communication dated October 27, 1943, addressed to the 
Honorable Mayor and City Council and reading as follows, was received 
from Mrs. Samuel C. Zanta: 

Gentlemen: 
Kindly accept my sincere thanks for your kind con

sideration in appointing me as Chief Clerk in the Street Dept., 
in place of my husband now serving in the U. S. Armed Forces. 

I will at all times, endeavor to carry on the duties 
of this office to the best of my ability. Again thanking you, 
I am, 

Respectfully yours, 

/s/ Mrs. Samuel C. Zanta 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by I':Ir. Turon, and by vote 
upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was ordered 
received and filed. 

Communication dated October 19, 1943, addressed to the 
Mayor and City Council reading as follows, was received from the City 
Solicitor, Mr. Carl J. Burke: 

Gentlemen: 

The letter of October ll, 1943, from the Tax Payers 
Association of Wyoming Valley, concerning the appeals from 
the 1943 assessment, has been turned over to me for an opinion. 

On a separate paper I am attaching excerpts of the law. 
In brief, it is my opinion that the Act of 1933, P.L. 853, Sec
tion 518, as amended by the Act of 1935, P.L. 674, Section l, 
is to be ~onstrued as follows: Any taxes from which an appeal 
has been taken and that are paid to the City Treasurer, 25% of 
the amount of the tax paid over shall be deposited in a separate 
account, in the Depository in which the funds of the taxing 
district are deposited, and shall not be permitted to be spent 
on final disposition of the appeal. The amount so segregated 
and found to be due the appellant as a re£und, shall also be a 
legal set off or credit against any taxes assessed against the 
appellant by the same taxine; district. 

There are a few private individuals who have filed 
appeals in Court and which have not been satisfactorily adjusted. 
The only coal company that I have. notice of appeal is the Lehigh 
Valley Coal Company. A hearine on this appeal will be had by 
Council within a very short time. 

Very truly yours, 

cjb;tm /s/ Carl J. Burke, City Solicitor. 

<. 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by un
~animous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication 
was ordered received and filed. 

Communication dated October 14, 1943, to the City Clerk 
and reading as follows, was presented to Council: 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

I have made the following temporary appointment 
in the Tax Collector's Office as follows and effective as 
of the lst day of October, 1943. 

Miss Joyce Kearney, 147 Broad Street, Pittston, 
Penna., as clerk, in place of Miss Margaret Rettenmeyer, 139 
Mill Street, Pittston, Penna., who has enlisted in the Woman's 
Auxiliary Corps of the U. S. Army and granted leave of absence 
by me for the duration of the War and six months thereafter. 

Very truly yours, 

MPR/aw /s/ M. P. Ruane, Tax Collector. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, above appointment 
was approved of and communication was ordered received and filed. 

Communication dated October 26, 1943, addressed to Mr. Carl 
J. Burke, and reading as follows, was received from the City Engineer, 
l~r. Thomas J. Halsey: 

Dear llr. Burke: 

Acknowledging your letter of October 8, 1943, in re
gards to damage to curb by oil truck on North Main Street 
at the entrance to Panama Street. 

As stated we have requested a payment of one hundred 
and fifty ($150.00) Dollars for the repairs to the curb, 
but if it means a legal entanglement, I would say that it 
would be cheaper for the City to settle for the One hundred 
U:'lOO.OO) dollars, as we have no absolute proof of the con
dition of the curb be-for the accident. 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ Thomas J. Halsey, City Engineer. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by un
animous vote upon Roll Call of members present, settlement of one hun
dred ($100.00) dollars recommended by Mr. Halsey was accepted and approved. 

Communication dated October lst, 1943, addressed to the 
City of Pittston, attention of the City Clerk, and reading as follows, 
was received from E. T. l'Hchols, Superintendent, The Employer 1 s Group, 
Claim Department, Scranton, Pennsylvania: 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 
RE: JOSEPH P. KELLEY - CITY OF PITTSTON 

ACCIDENT 9/15/43 

Confirming our interview of September 30th, 1943, I desire 
to advise that our investigation of the above captioned 
matter discloses that Mr. Kelley's negligence contributed 
to this accident, and therefore we informed him that we are 
unable to give his claim favorable consideration. 

As you know, East Railroad Street was badly damaged in the 
Spring of 1943 by a mine cave, and I urxl er stand that Mr. 
Louis Pagnotti has assumed all responsibility for this cave 
and has agreed to pay the costs of repairing the street. 

However, the City of Pittston replaced a sevver line and 

----------~-------------___) 



man hole outlets to the anticipated level of the street. 
Thus you can appreciate that the man holes are at this 
time and have been since the City of Pittston replaced 
them approximately eighteen inches above the present level 
of the street and therefore they are in view for anyone to 
see. 

We feel that Mr. Kelley was guilty of contributory negli
gence by driving into the man hole which was so obvious. 

You, of course, realize that in the event Mr. Kelley liti
gates this matter, the City of Pittston will be protected 
to the full extent of its Policy. 

Yours respectfully 

ETN:RD /s/ E. T. Nichols, Superintendent. 
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On motion of lvlr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by un
animous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above complaint was 
referred to the attention of the City 2.olic i tor. 

Application of Earl D. MacCallum to the Penna. Public 
Utility Commission trading and doing business as MacCullum Lines, for the 
right to begin to transport, for the duration of the war and six months 
thereafter, as a common carrier, defense workers employed by the Murray 
Corporation of America located in Scranton, Lackawanna County, from 
points on the following route to the said plant, and vica versa: Be
ginning in the City of Wilkes-Barre, Luzerne County, thence via Borough 
of Kingston, Highway Route 11, Borough of Forty Fort, Wyoming Borough, 
Borough of West Pittston, City of Pittston, Highway Route 5, Dupont 
Borough, Borough of Avoca, Highway Route 11, Borough of Moosic, Lacka
wanna County to the said plant in said City, hearing of which was fixed 
for Monday, October 25, 1943, at 10 o'clock A.M. in the Court House, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, was received and read. 

There being no objections to this application by the City 
of Pittston, on motion of Mr. 'l'uron, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the c.ommunication was ordered received and filed. 

Complaint having _been made in person, by Mr. George Ma'JS 10 
Nafus Street, Tenth Wa:t..,d, City, of increase of ~~390.00 in assessed valua
tion for the year 1943, over the assessment of the year 1942, on motion 
of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Call of mer;:bers present 
referred to the Chief City Assessor, with instructions to report back on 
same at the next regular meeting of City Couhci 1. 

Letter dated October 28, 1943, to the mayor and Ivlembers of 
City Council, reading as follows, was received from the Chief City Assess
or, John M. Dobbie: 

Gentlemen: 
On complaint of Mr. Louis Kneffman, 116 Mill St., 

Fifth Ward, City of Pittston, of assessed valuation of Q~l,906. 
00 for the -y-ear 1943, I fj_nd this amount to be in error. This 
property for a number of years back, was assessed at $906.00 
and not ~~ 1, 906.00. I therefore recommend that proper correc
tion be made in the 1943 assessment. 

Very truly yours, 

JMD: ,j /s/John M. Dobbie, Chief City Assessor. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above recommendations were 
approved of and the assessed valuation referred to therein corrected to 
read $906.00, instead of ~1,906.00. 

Letter dated October 28, 1943, to the Mayor and Members 
of City Council, reading as follows, was received from the Chief City 
Assessor, John M. Dobbie: 

.. 



Gentlemen: 

On complaint of Rosa Guida, 364-66 South Main 
Street, Tenth Ward, City of Pittston, regarding assessment 
valuation of $1,875.00 for the year 1943, I find that this 
amount covered a lot and two houses, however, one of the 
houses was burned down in the year 1940 but was never de
ducted from the assessed valuation. I have checked this 
complaint carefully and recommend that an abatement of 
~400.00 be granted the property owner for the house that 
was burned down, reducine the assessment valuation for 
the year 1943, from ~)'1,875.00 to ~il,475.00. 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ John M. Dobbie 
• TMD: j Chief City Assessor • 
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On motion of Ur. Walsh, seconded by N!r. Turon, and by 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above mentioned abatement 
was granted. 

On motion of :tlir. Turon, seconded by I\'ir. v~alsh, and by unan
imous vote upon Roll Call of members present, Councilman Walsh was author
i z'ed to enter into a lease agreement with Mr. Wesley Evans for rental of 
his property at 13 Spring Street, to be used as a City Yard, said rental 
to be ~~'35.00 per month or less, but in no event to exceed ~:,~35.00 monthly. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. 'l1uron, and by unan
imous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk was instruct
ed to notify the City Assessors that monthly meetings be held by said 
assessors, the date of meetings -J;;o be on the last 'Wednesday of each month. 
The purpose of said meetings is to receive and act upon all matters per
taining to Tax Assessments, reporting to City Council, in writing, at 
regular meeting of City Counci 1, on the last Thursday of each month, all 
such corrections, recommendations, etc., pertaining to tax assessments. 

Bids advertised for disposal of two used City trucks, and 
to be opened at this meeting, were, upon motion o£: Mr. Turon, seconded 
by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, 
held over until the next regular meeting of Council, since there was 
only one sealed bid received. 

There being no further business, motion was made by Mr. 
Turon, seconded by Fr. Walsh, and upon Roll Call of members pre sent, to 
adjourn. 

·. AT~November"' 20th, 1943. 

(/ ICI"'~· 

APPROVED 

· November 20th, 1943. 
YEAS 

-~~ G 
~~ Vf 
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~} s 
~~ I{ 

John D. McNulty 
City Clerk. 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, NOVEMBER 20TH, 1943, AT 4:30 P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened ln special session today, 
Saturday, November 20th, 1943, at 4:30 P.M., with Mayor John J .. Reilly 
presiding and all members of Council present. 

Minutes of regular session of October 28th, 1943, were read, 
and, on motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members pre sent, approved as read and ordered 
filed. 

Mayor John J. Reilly submitted report dated November 1, 1943, 
of Parking Meter Collections and Fines received by his Department for the 
month of October, 1943, reading as follows: 

Oct. 1, 1943 - Oct. 31, 1943 

Oct. 1, 1943 - Oct. 31, 1943 

Parking Meter Fees 

Fines for Violation 
of City Ordinance 

$ 158.80 

10.00 
~p 168.80 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, above report was 
ordered received and filed. 

City Treasurer M. P. Ruane, submitted itemized report of 
receipts and disbursements by his office for the month of October, 1943, 
reading as follows: 

Cash on Hand, October l, 1943 •..••.........•••....•••. 
Receipts during the Month ••.•••••••••••••.••••• ." ...... . 

Total 

Warrants Paid ........................................... . 
Cash on Hand, October 31, 1943 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total 

Cash on Hand October 31, 1943, distributed 
to the following accounts: 

$ 34,876.37 

$ 
23,503.01 
58,379.38 

42,603.01 

~ 
15,776.37 
58,379.38 

General Fund . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . • . . . . .. . . . . . . • . . . • . ~p 12',248. 71 
898.97 Bond and Interest, 1923 

Bond and Interest, 1935 
Bond and Interest, 1938 
Bond and Interest, 1942 
Funding and Improvement 

Account .......................... 
Account ...................... . 
Account ....................•• 
_A..ccount .• ...................... . 
Bond Account, 1942 ••••••••••• 

1,296.24 
933.36 
173.59 
225.50 

Total $ 15,776.37 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanlmous vote upon Roll Call of Members present, above report was or
dered received and filed. 

Report for the month of October, 1943, reading as follows, 
was received from the Health Officer, Mrs. Thomas Newcomb: 

Honorable Mayor and City Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen: 

The following is my report for the month of 
October, 1943: 



Monthly report sent to the Medical Director. 
Weekly reports sent to the Medical Director. 
Health Certificates filed •••...•..•.•...••• 6 
Complaints received • • • • . • . • • • • • • • . • • . • • • . • • 5 
Complaints investigated •••.•••••••••.••.••• 5 
Restaurants inspected •.•••••..•••••••••••.• 11 
Bakeries inspected • • • • • . • • . . . • . . • • . • • • . • • • • 2 
Butcher shops inspected •••••••••••4••·····. 24 
Warning signs posted (NO DUMPING) • • • •• . • • • • 1 
Tuberculosis cases reported • • . • • • • . • •. • • •• • 1 

mTN:f 

(9 Railroad Street) 

( s) 

Respectfully submitted, 

MRS. THOMAS NEWCOMB 
HEALTH OFFICER. 
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On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Grablick, arrl by 
unanimous vote on Roll Call of members present, above report was ordered 
received and filed. 

Report far the month of October, 1943, reading as follows, 
was received from the Sealer of Weights and Measures: 

Honorable Mayor and City Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen: 

The following is my report for the month of 
October, 1943: 

Per son Scales 
Platform Scales 
Counter Scales 
Beam Scales 
Oil Pumps 
Gasoline Pumps 

mTN:f 

Corrected and Condemned Adjusted 
Sealed 

2 
2 

21 1 12 
3 
2 
3 

(S) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mrs. Thomas Newcomb 
Sealer of Weights & Measures 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, above report was 
ordered received and filed. 

RESOLUTION #3658. Pittston, Pennsylvania, November 20th, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, bj the City Council of the City of Pittston: nThat it will 
be necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force for an additional ten (10) days from November 
5th, 1943. w 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by vote 
upon Roll Call'of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION #3659. Pittston, Pennsylvania, November 20th, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will 
be necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force for an additional ten (10) days from November 
15th, 1943.n 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Nlr. Turon, and by vote 

upon Roll Call of members present, the above RESOLUTION was adopted. 
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RESOLUTION #3660. Pittston, Pennsylvania, November 20th, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

11 That the su..rn of Four hundred ($400.00) Dollars be trans
ferred from the Dept. of Public Affairs, item 11 0ther Civilian 
Defensen to the Dept. of Streets and Public Improvements, item 
"Purchase of Major Equipment 11 • 

That the sum of One thousand (~~1000.00) Dollars be transferred 
from the Dept. of Public Safety_.. item ttFire Dept. Equipment 11 

to the Dept. of Streets & Public Improvements, item ffPurchase 
of Major Equipme.nt 11 .. 

That the sum of Three hundred ($300.00) Dollars be transferred 
from the Dept. of Public Affairs., item lfPolice Dept. Material 
& Suppliesfl to the Dept. of Streets & Public Improvements, item 
"Wages of Laborers". 

That the sum of Five hundred ($500.00) Dollars be transferred 
from the Dept. of Public Affairs, item nsalary of Patrolmen 11 

to the Dept. of Streets & Public Improvements_.. item 11 Wages of 
Laborersn. 

That the sum of Seven hundred ($700.00) Dollars be transferred 
from the Dept. of Parks & Public Buildings_.. item "Fuel, Light 
& Waterff to the Dept. of Streets & Public Improvements, item 
nwages of Laborers 11 • 

That the sum of Twenty-three hundred ($2300.00) Dollars be 
transferred from the Dept. of Streets & Public Improvements, 
item nMaterial & Suppliestt to the Dept. of Streets & Public 
Improvements, item nwages of Laborerstt. . 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, above RESOLUTION was adopted. 

?ESOLUTION #3661. Pittston, Pennsylvania, November 20th, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Qouncil of tl1e City of Pittston: 

11Tha t the sum of Two hundred ( ~p200. 00) Dollars be transferred 
from the Dept. of Streets & Public Improvements, item ttMain
tenance & Repairs 11 to the Dept. of Streets & Public Improve
ments, item 11Wages of Laborersn. 

That the sum of One hundred ($100.00) Dollars be transferred 
from the Dept. of Streets & Public Improvements, item 11 Pur
chase of Tools 11 to the Dept. of Streets & Public Improvements, 
item rrwages of Laborers 11 • 

That the sum of Two hundred ($200.00) Dollars be transferred 
from the Dept. of Accounts & Finance, item ttAdvertising, City 
Olerkt s Office n to the Dept. of Streets & Public Improvements, 
item ttwages of Laborers 11

• 

That the sum of Seven hundred ($700.00)Dollars be transferred 
from the Dept. of Accounts & Finance, item llPremium on Treasur
errs Bondn to the Dept. of Streets & Public Improvements, item 
11 Wages of Laborers n. 

That the sum of One hundred ( ~llOO. 00) Dollars be transferred 
from the Dept. of Accounts & Finance, item ttoffice Supplies, 
Treasurer1 s Officetf to the Dept. of Streets & Public Improve
ments, item 11Wages of Laborersn. 

That the sum of One hundred and fifty (~il50.00) Dollars be 
transferred from the Dept. of Accounts & Finance, item nAd
vertising, Treasurerrs Office 11 to the Dept. of Streets & 
Public Improvements, item 11Wages of Laborersu. 
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On motion of Mr. 1Nalsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
vote upon Roll Call of members present;, above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION #3661. Pittston, Pennsylvania, November 20th, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLvED, by tfie City Council of the City of Pittston: 

lfThat the sum of Two hundred ($200.00) Dollars be trans
ferred from the Dept. of Accounts & Finance, item nother, 
Treasurer 1 s Office 11 to the Dept. of Streets & Public 
Improvements, item 11 Wage s of Laborers 11 • 

That the sum of Two hundred ($200.00) Dollars be trans~ 
ferred from the Dept. of Accounts & Finance, item 11 Tax 
Assessorts Office Supplies 11 to the Dept. of Streets & 
.Public Improvements, item nwages of Laborersrr. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOUJTION #3663. Pittston, Pennsylvania, November 20th, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

11That a Resolution having been introduced in the United States 
Senate, which is known as Joint Resolution #91, purpose of 
which is to have Congress say that there is no law interferr
ing with the agreement of August '7th, 1943, becoming effective n. 

THEREFORE, WE, the City Council of the City of Pittston, at 
special session of Council, this 20th day of November, 1943, 
have caused to be introduced and adopted by the said City 
Council of the City of Pittston, Pennsylvania, the following 
Resolution: 

11 That the City Council of the City of Pittston, Pennsylvania, 
hereby approves such request for an increase of wages to the 
railroad workers throughout the United States, and hereby 
urge upon Congress to adopt Joint Resolution #91, thereby 
giving a needed and deserved increase to said railroad workers 
and, at the same time, disposing of the present controversy 
over said increase for the railroad industry. 

YlJRTHER, that, the City Clerk, of the City of Pittston, 
Pennsylvania, is hereby directed to forward copy_of this 
Resolution to United States Senators James J. Davis and 
Joseph F. Guffey, and Congressmen Thomas Byron Miller and 
John W. Murphy, requesting that they exert their influence 
to insure the adoption of Joint Resolution #91. n: 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, above Resolution was adopted. 

Director of Accounts & Finance, Mr. Sylvester C. Grablick, 
in letter dated November 20th, 1943, addressed to the Honorable Mayor 
and Members of City Council, recorrunended payment of the following biJ.ls: 

Airport Sand & Gravel Co. 
William P. Bonser 
Barber Motor Car Co. 
Bell Telephone Co. 
Coa1-0-Matic Stoker Co. 
Consumerts Ice Compro~y 
Consumer's Gas & Oil Co. 
Duro-Test Corporation 
Eagen Hardware Co. 
Egan Oil & Supply Co. 
Franconi Auto Parts 
Glen Summit Spring Water Co. 
c. F. Goeringer Construction Co. 
Kehoe & McNamara 

Klein Auto Parts Co. 

Sand & Gravel 
Flashlight batteries 
Two (2) brake rods 
Phones · 
Two ( 2) ash ·worms 
Ice for various offices 
Gas, oil, etc. 
Two (2) starters 
Misc. supplies 
Oil 
Misc. parts 
Drinking water 
Road material 
Liability Insurance 
(New and Old City Halls) 
Mise. supplies 

$ 58.28 
7.20 

• 70 
52.09 
12.00 
27.25 

114.85 
1.10 

48.15 
20.18 
52.35 

6.50 
402.50 

32.84 
21.67 

(cont 1 d) 



LaBarre's Stationery Store 
:Model Coal and Apron Supply Co. 
Mitchellts LQmber Yard 
Newcomb Bros. 
Pittston Gazette 
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co. 
Peck & Evans 
Pittston Oil Co. 
Reliable Spring Service 
Allan W. Smiles 
Scranton Electric Company 
Scranton Electric Company 
Scranton Spring Brook Water Co. 
Williams Paper Company 
Williams Stationery Store 
Stanley Radisauckas, 8 George St. 

· (6th Ward) 

James Halford 
Attorney Carl J. Burke 

(Signed) 

Office Supplies 
Coat service 
l!Lisc. supplies 
Coal 
Assessment Books, 
Meter glasses 
Medical supplies 
Gas, oil 
Misc. supplies 
Shells, etc. 
Street lighting 
Electric lights 
Water service 
Cups, towels, etc. 
Pencils 
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l. 60 
2.00 

51.66 
96.67 

advertising 252.50 
6.00 
3.23 

44.10 
4.00 
9.75 

1,006.45 
55.01 

150.47 
110.00 

1.20 
Assessed %:1,662.00 Should 
be $892.00 The error, double 
assessment, $770.00. Refund 
due, check to Pauline Radis
auckas, over-payment. 
Wages l/2 Nom-Civilian Defense 

13.47 
75.90 

.so Satisfaction of Liens 
Total l2;742.27 

RespectfuJly submitted, 

SYLVESTER C. GRABLICK, DIRECTOR, 
DEPT. OF' ACCOUNTS & FINANCE. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, above recommendations 
were approved of as read and ordered paid-; 

Communication dated November 13th, 1943, to the Honorable 
John J. Reilly, Mayor of Pittston, was received from the Brotherhood 
of Maintenance of Way Employes, with reference to Joint Resolution 
#91, introduced in the United States Senate requesting increase of 
wages to the employees of the railroad industry throughout the United 
States. 

This letter was read at length and on motion of Mr. Walsh, 
seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous vote on Roll Call of members 
present, referred to the City Solicitor for the preparation of proper 
Resolution approving of such increase of wages and the forwarding of 
same to U. S. Senators Davis and Guffey as well as Representatives 
Miller and Murphy. The cow~unication to be received and filed in the 
office of the City Clerk. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the following letter 
with reference to wage increases granted the employees of the City 
Treasurer's Office, City of Pittston, Pennsylvania, effective August 
1, 1943, was fOl"Warded to the Pittston City School Board as well as 
the Luzerne County Commissioners~ 

Gentlemen: 

Re: Increase of employees salaries 
in the Treasurerts Office, City 
of Pittston 

Effective August 1, 1943, the City Council of Pittston 
increased the salaries of all municipal employees. . . 



Among those increased were the employees in the 
Treasurer's Office. These salaries are paid one-third by 
the City~ one-third by the County and one-third by the 
School District. The increases were granted to the Depu
ty Collector from ~~2100.00 to ~i2310.00, four clerks from 
$1200.00 to $1320.00. Total increases in said office 
amount to $690.00 per year. 

We request that the School Board concur in those in-
creases effective as of August 1~ 1943. 

Will you kindly advise us of your action in this 
matter? 

Very truly yours~ 

John D. McNulty 
City Clerk. 
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Communication dated Richmond, Virginia, November 8th, 1943, 
to the City of Pittston, Pittston, Pennsylvania, was received from 
the Wilkes-Barre Coca-Cola Bottling Company, with reference to 
nsign Liability Insurance Coverage" was read at length. 

On motion o£ Mr.t-.SheriR:an, secor.ded by Mr. Walsh, and uppn 
Roll Call of members p:f%'Efer.f-e': ~1jferred to the City Solicitor. The 
communication being ordered tlled in the office of the City Clerk. 

Communication dated November 5th, 1943, to the City Clerk, 
City of Pittston, and reading as follows, was received from the 
Markel Service Incorporated, Scranton, Pennsylvania: 

Re: F-211592, City of Pittston vs. 
Garrett & Kovach 

Dear Sir: 

AttaChed hereto you will find our draft 
#55447 in the amount of $100.00 in complete settlement 
of the above captioned case. As requested in yo~IT 
letter dated November 4th, 1943, we have made this 
check; payable to the City Treasurer of Pittston, 
Pennsylvania. 

J"EF:bb 
Enc. 
cc:H.O. 

Very truly yours, 

MARKEL SERVICE, INC. 

/sf John E. Forsyth, 
Branch Manager 

On motion of Mx·. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, above communication was ordered received 
and filed• 

Communication dated October 30th, 1943, to the City Clerk, 
City of Pittston, and reading as follows was received from #9 Coal 
Company, Pittston, Pennsylvania: 

.. 



Dear Sir: 

The National Distribution Program, as aQ~inister
ed by the Department of the Interior, requires that we 
deliver our coal to the same customers to whom it was sold 
last year. Inasmuch as our production this year is less 
than it was last year, it will be necessary for us to 
withdraw all offers for the sale of coal to customers for 
whom we did not ship coal last year. 

In view of the circumstances, and in order that 
we may cooperate with the government program, we would 
appreciate if you would accept this letter as a withdrawal 
of our bid to furnish coal for the City of Pittston. 

We will appreciate if you will return to us our 
certified check in the amount of fifty ($50.00) dollars. 

Very truly yours, 

NO. 9 COAL COIEPANY, 

JJT.SvSJ /s/ James Tedesco, Secretary-Treasurer. 
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• On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, above communication was ordered re
ceived and filed and their certified check in the a1·nount of fifty 
($50.00) dollars returned as per their request~ 

Communication dated November lOth, 1943, to the Honorable 
Mayor and Members of City Council, and read·ing as follows was re~ 
ceived from John M. Dobbie, Chief City Assessor: 

JMD: j 

Gentlemen: 

Upon complaint of members of the Mrs. 
Mary Kelly Estate_, 18 Genter Street, Fourth Ward, 
City, concerning property assessment for the year 
1943, I find after personal investigation that the 
building assessed at $500.00 was razed prior to 
1943 and recommend that abatement be granted the 
property owner in this amount. 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ John M. Dobbie 
Chief City Assessor 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the recommendation 
of Mr. Dobbie was approved of and abatement of taxes granted in the 
amount requested. 

Communication dated November lOth, 1943, to the Honorable 
Mayor and Members of City Counci 1, and reading as follows was re
ceived from John M. Dobbie, Chief City Assessor: 

Gentlemen: 

Concerning assessment of property in the 
name of George May, 10 Nafus Street, Tenth Ward, 
please be advised that the increase in 1943 assess
ment over that for the year 1942, in the amount of 
~i390.00 on assessed valuation; is due to change of 
rate of $11.25 per foot front for 1942, to $18.75 
per foot front for the year 1943.· .. 



This rate was increased to conform with general 
rate of ~tl8."75 applicable to all properties in 
thi~ vicinity. I consider the increased rate to 
be fair and just since it is in line with rate 
applied to all properties in this vicinity. 

JMD: j 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ John M. Dobbie 
Chief City Assessor 
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan and up
on Roll Call of members present, Mr. Turon not voting, the communica
tion was ordered received and filed. The request for reduction in 
assessment being refused since the Chief City Assessor considered the 
increase as being fair.and just. 

Communication dated November 9th, 1943, to the Mayor and 
Members of City Council and reading as follows, was received from 
John f.II. Dobbie, Chief City Assessor: 

Gentlemen: 

At a meeting held of the City Assessors 
on November 9, 1943, the following properties were 
carefully considered and the Board makes the follow
ing recommendations: 

Dora D. Wilner - 101-103 South Main Street 
30 x 120 @~200.00 or $6,000.00; Building 
$4500.00, or a total of $10,500.00. 

J. E. Patterson Estate -North Main Street 
Now assessed at $17.50 a foot; to be ·reduced 
to ~il2.00 per foot. 

Ben Hyman - 55 North Main Street 
25 x 144 @$462.50 or $11,563.00; Building 
$5,000.00, or a total of $16,563.00. 

Eagen Hardware - 38 South :Main Street 
25 x 100 @$425.00 or ~10,625.00; Building 
$3,000.00, or a total of $13,625.00. 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ John M. Dobbie 
Chief City Assessor 

On mot:i..on of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and 
upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was 
ordered received and filed. The request of the J. E. Patterson, Est.,; 
being granted. The requests of ·wilner, Hyman and Eagen Hardware 
being refused since an abatement had already been granted for the 
Triennial period 1943-1945, to each of these tax-payers. 

Proposals to purchase one 1! ton Chevrolet used Dmnp Truck 
and one 2~ ton GMC used Dunip Truck both the property of the City of 
Pittston, to be received and opened at regular meeting of City Council 
October 28th, 1943, was referred, at that time, to next meeting of 
Council since there had been but one bid received. 

Since no other bids have been received to date, the bid re
ferred to above, on motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and 
upon Roll Call of members present, was ordered opened and read and 
awarded to Mr. Joseph Kozloski, 90 Johnson Street, City, at his bid 
of ~!:100.00 for both trucks, since he was the only bidder. 

'. 



' -
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and 
upon vote on Roll Call of members present, Contract to furnish fresh 
mined, anthracite coal in the mnounts advertised for, was awarded to 
Newcomb Brothers, City, they being the only bidder since bids sub
mitted by the #9 Coal Company was vdthdrawn as per their request. 

There being no further business, motion was made by Mr. 
Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll Call of members present, 
to adjourn until Saturday next, November 27th, 1943, at 4:00 P.M. 

A P P R 0 v·E D 

Novemb.er 27, 19~3 

YEAS NAYS 

* G 1 

Absent w 
* T 2 

.Absent s 
* R 

JOHN D. McNULTY 

CITY CLERK. 
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PITTSTON~ PENNSYLVANIA, NOVEMBER 27TH, 1943, AT 4:30 P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session, postponed 
from -Thursday, November 25th, to today, Saturday, November 27th, 1943, 
at 4:30P.M., with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding, Councilmen Grablick 
and Turon present and Councilmen Walsh and Sheridan absent. 

-Minutes of special session of November 20th, 1943, were not 
read but, upon motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, ordered received and 
filed. 

The following report was submitted by Mr. S. C. Grablick, 
Director of Accounts and Finance: 

ESTIMATED RECEIPTS FOR THE YEAR 1944 

INCLUDING BOTH GEl,~ERAL AND SINKING FUND 

Current Tax Levy 
Delinquent Taxes 
City License 
Phones 
Treasurer - Luzerne County 
School District 
Parking Meter Fees 
Fines 
Liquor Licenses 
Pave and Curbing 
Sewer Tappage 
Liens., etc. 
Miscellaneous Accounts 
Accounts Receivable 
Poll Tax 

Total Estimated Receipts 

~; 168 '487 • 22 
75,000.00 

2,207.85 
10.04 

4,407.25 
4,407.25 
2, 727.88 

280.10 
12,550.00 

351.65 
167.05 

l, 596.15 
864.91 
747.90 

3,500.00 

$ 277,305.25 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was 
approved of and ordered received and filed. 

FILE OF COUNCIL #443. Submitted by Director of Accounts & Finance, 
Mr. S. C. Gra51ick, 11 0RDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE PAY1\IENT OF ':L'HE DEBTS 
AND EXPBl{S~;s OF THE CI'I'Y OF PITTSTON F'OR THE F'ISCAL YEAR COMI;;ENCING THE 
FIRST :MOlTDAY OF JANUARY, 1944, AND ENDING THE FIRST MONDAY OF JANUARY, 
1945 11 , was read at length. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Ordinance 
was passed on first reading. 

FILE OF COTffiCIL #444. Submitted by Director of Accounts & Finance, 
Nfr. S. C. Grablick, noRDINANCE FIXING GENERAL AND SPECIAL TAXES FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR 1944 11

• 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted and ordained by the Council of the City of 
Pittston, Pennsylvania, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the 
authority of the same, that for the purposes of defraying the expenses 
of the City of Pittston for the Fiscal year 1944, and certain deficiencies 
prior thereto, a Tax is hereby levied on all persons, occupations, real,. 
personal and mixed property, within the limits of the City of Pittston. 
Taxable according to the Law of the State of Pennsylvania, for purposes 
as follows: 

To provide for Debit purposes there is hereby levied Five 
(5) 1\'Tills on the Dollar of Valuation. 

To provide for Revenue purposes and for the payment of nec
essary bills to support the City and to make necessary improvements, there 
is hereby levied Fifteen (15) Mills on the Dollar of Valuation, which is 
One and Fifty-one hundredths (1.50/100) Dollars on each One hundred ($100. 
00) Dollars of Assessed Valuation of Taxable Property. 
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SECTION 2.. That for the purposes of General Revenue for the 
Yiscal year 1944, a Poll Tax of One ($1.00) Dollar is hereby 
imposed and levied on all Male inhabitants of the City~ above 
the age of Twenty-one (21) years. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and 
by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Ordin
ance was passed on first reading. 

RESOLUTION #3664. Pittston, Pennsylvania, November 27th, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it vdll 
be necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers 
and Police Clerks on the Force for an additional ten (10) days from 
November 25th, 1943. 11 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, t:1e above Resolution 
was adopted. 

RESOLUTION #3665. Pittston, Pennsylvania, November 27th, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

"That the sum of Eight hundred Ninety-seven ($897.00) Dollars 
be transferred from the Sinking Fund 1923 Bond and Interest 
Account, to the Sinking Fund 1938 Bond and Interest Account. 

That the sum of One thousand Two hundred Ninety-five ($1,295. 
00) Dollars be transferred from the Sinking Fund 1935 Bond 
and Interest Account, to the Sinking Fund 1938 Bond and 
Interest Account. 

That the sum of One hundred Seventy-two (~il72.00) Dollars 
be transferred from the Sinking Fund 1942 Bond and Interest 
Account, to the Sinking Fund 1938 Bond and Interest Account. 

T~at the sum of Two hundred Twenty-five Dollars apd Fifty 
cents ($225.50) be transferred from the Funding and Improve
ment Bonds Account 1942, to the Sinking Fund 1938 Bond and 
Interest Account." 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Grablic1c, and 
by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above 
Resolution was adopted. 

Communication dated November 27th, 1943, addressed 
to the Honor able Mayor and Niembers of-City Council and reading as 
follows, was received from Mr. S. C. Grablick, Director of Accounts 
and Finance: 

Gentlemen: 

I hereby recommend payment of the following 
bills: 

Cash 

Emerson J. Howley 

James J. Halford 

W. L. Pace, Esq. 

Postage Stamps-Civilian Defense $15.00 

Expenses-Finance Officers Con-
ference, Harrisburg 20.00 

Wages for 2/2 Nov.-Civilian 
Defense · 57.80 

Transcript (Police Case) 29.20 
fji.~-:-----

'!P 122.00 

Respectfully submitted, 

SYLVESTER C. GRABLICK, DIRECTOR, 
DEPT. ACCOUNTS AND FINANCE. 

.. 
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On motion of Mr. Turon~ seconded by Mr. Grabli.ck, and 
-upon vote on Roll Call of members present, the above bills were approved 
of and ordered paid. 

Communication dated November 24th, 1943, addressed to 
Mr. Emerson J. Howley, Controller, in re: MIDHCIPAL EMPLOYES t RE
TIREMENT SYSTEJ\~- Estimated Cost to City of Participation, was received 
from George A. Huggins, Consulting Actuary, and read at length. 

On mot ion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and 
upon vote on Roll Call of members present, the communication was ordered 
received and filed, and the City Clerk instructed to notify the Employ
ees Committee on the question of Retirement System to meet with Council 
at next regular meeting of Council. 

Communication dated November 24th, 1943, to the Honor
able Mayor and ihembers of City Council, was received from the Eagles 
Hose Company reading as follows: 

·We,· the undersigned paid members of the Pittston 
Fire Department, in order to secure the benefits of or
ganization for our members, have recently affiliated our
selves with the International Association of Fire Fighters, 
as Pittston Local 767, affiliated with the A. F. of L. 

On November 12, 1943, the duly elected officers 
of Local 767 were sworn in and installed by John L. Siani, 
of Wilkes-Barre, a representative of the International 
Headquarters. 

Bearing in mind that our first duty is the protec
tion of the lives and properties of the citizens of our 
community, we have agreed never to strike or to take part 
in sympathy strikes. 

Vie hope that we may always have the respect and 
consideration of your honorable body and that in our dis
cussions with you, our relations will alV':ays be amicable. 

Yours for a Greater Pittston, 

/S/ President Joseph P. Dwyer 
Vice-President Thomas A. Henzey 
Secretary-Treas.Don Williamson 
Trustees: William P. Melvin 

Daniel Jenkins 
Michael Sullivan 

Guard Joseph E. Rowan. 

Note: Oscar Kitzman, Paul Fearick, and Joseph Fearick, former 
paid drivers, now in the armed forces, are also members 
of the newly organized Local, ?67, I.A. of F.F. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and 
upon Roll Call of members present, the co~~unication was ordered 
received and filed. 

Communication dated November 23, 1943, from the League 
of Cities of the Third Class in Pennsylvania was received, reading 
as follows: 



1228. 

TO ALL CITY CLERKS: 

11 Herm_ll Earley, City Clerk of Harrisburg and 
President of our Association, died yesterday. 

During the annual meeting of local finance 
officers held last week in the City of Harrisburg, it was 
agreed by the City Clerks present, that a meeting of our 
Association should be held during the Convention of the 
League next week at the Penn-Harris Hotel, Harrisburg. 

May I urge you to make every effort to be 
pre sent at the Convention in order· that we might have a 
large representation at the Clerks 1 meeting. 

/s/ 

Best regards, 

Chet 
Chester E. Rogers 

Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and 
by vote upon Roll Call of members present, above communication was 
ordered received and filed. 

Communication dated November 22, 1943, addressed to 
the Honorable Mayor John J. Reilly, reading as follows, was received 
from the Pittston City Park Commission: 

Dear Sir: 

From a recent inspection of West Park 
I note that more of the large pieces of planks are 
being removed from the bleachers. I have endeavored 
to keep in touch with the situation at the Park, 
making an inspection about every two weeks; but you 
realize it is impossible for the Cor~ission members 
to police the property. Some time a~o, we were ad
vised the police department would make regular calls 
at the Park with a view of apprehending the guilty 
ones. We are hoping something might be done to 
stop the thefts. 

Yours truly, 

/s/ G. W. Bainbridge 
Sect 1y. 

by 
On motion of Mr. Grab1ick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and/vote 

upon Roll Call of members present, the communication was ordered re
ceived and filed, and Chief of Police, Leo A. Tierney, instructed to 
make every effort possible to apprehend those guilty, thereby putting 
a stop to the practice of removing and destroying the bleachers. 

Communication dated November 29, 1943, to the Honorable 
John J. Reilly, Mayor and Members of City Council, and reading as 
follows, was received from Emerson J. Howley, City Controller: 

Gentlemen: 

I respectfully submit the following recommendations: 



That a Resolution #3410, dated October 28, 1941, 
transferring to the Pennsylvania Highway Department super
vision of excavation permits on HiGhways in the City of 
Pittston be rescinded, for the following reasons: That 
the Highway Department has failed to maintain proper super
vision over Utility Companies, and that the Highway Depart
ment has permitted the Utility Companies to repair the 
streets without supervision. That the pave was not returned 
to its former condition, as the base was not replaced. I 
also have reasons to believe that the permits issued by the 
State were not paid for. I might remind you that City Ordin
ances co~ering Excavations on these streets are still in 
force as a Resolution does not supercede an Ordinance. 

I further recommend that City Ordinances fixing the 
cost of Excavation permits be revised to meet the present 
cost of replacement of pave. 

And finally, I recommend action by Council to bring 
the Utility Company up to date in the payment of City License 
Tax and compel the Wyoming Valley Traction Company to remove 
the rails and replace the pave on Main Street. With the 
present shortage of scrap steel, I feel that Court action is 
advisable to compel the Traction Company to abide by the 
provisions of its franchise. 

/s/ 

Very truly yours, 

Emerson J. Howley 
Controller. 

1229. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the communication was ordered 
held over until the next meeting of Council. 

Mr. James Casalo, representing a committee of the 6th 
Ward, appeared before Council on behalf of Joseph Hurst of the same 
Ward, a Special Police Officer in the City. Mr. Casalo complained 
that Mr. Hurst was receiving very little time as a Special Police 
Officer, and it was their request that he be given a temporary assign
ment whereby he would receive mOre working time. 

Mr. Reilly stated that there was nothing that could be 
done for the balance of the year, but, that the matter would receive 
the attention and consideration of the Council after the new year. 

There being no fur~~er business, motion was made by Mr. 
Turon, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call 
of members present, to adjourn. 

A ·p P R 0 V E D 
. ...:::....~--

DECEif:BER 9TH ,!_1_9_4 ....... 3....::·--=,....,.,,..,--
YEAS NAYS 
Absent G 

* w 
* T 
* s 
* R 

John D. McNulty 
CITY CLERK. 

1 
2 
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PITTSTON, PEIJNSYLVAIUA~ DECEMBER 9TH, 1943, AT 7:45P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session Thursday, 
Decemter 9, 1943 at 7=45 P. M. with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding and 
all members of Council present with the exception of 1IT. Grablick, who 
was absent. 

Minutes of regular session of November 27, 1943 were not read, 
but upon motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 

·vote upon Roll call of members present, ordered received and filed. 

Mayor John J. Reilly submitted report dated December 1, 1943, 
of Parking Meter' Collections and Fines received by his Department for the 
month of November 1943, reading as follows: 

Nov. 1, 1943 - Nov. 30, 1943 
Nov. 1, 1943- Nov. 30, 1943 

ParkiD.E: .Meter Fees 
Fine for Violation 
of City Ordinance 

Total 

$146~85 

5.00 
$151.85 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by vote upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered received and 
filed. 

City Treasurer M. P. Ruane submitted itemized report of receipts 
and disbursements for the month of November, 1943, reading as follows: 

Cash on Hand, November 1, 1943 ........................ $ 
Receipts during the monty .......................•...... 

Total ..... $ 

Warrants paid ......................•.................. $ 
Cash on Han a, November 30, 1943 ...........•........... 

·Total •••• $ 

Cash on Hand, November 30th, 1943 distributed to the 
following accounts: 

General Fund ...................•...................... $ 
Bond and Interest 1923 Account ......•........•......... 
Bond and Interest 1935 Account .•.••..••.•......•..•...• 
Bond and Interest 1938 Account •....•..............•.... 
Bond and Interest 1942 Account ..................•.•...• 

Total ...• $ 

15,776.37 
9,806.46 

25,582.83 

16, 55o.en. 
9,032.02 

7,994.73 
138.62 
625.86 

8.92 
213.39 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by 1tt. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered re
ceived and filed. 

Report for the month of November 1943 reading as follows was re
ceived from the Health Officer, Mrs. Thomas Newcomb: 

Honorable Mayor and :Members of City Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen: 

The following is my report for the ~onth of 
November, 1943: 



Monthly report sent to the Medical Director. 
Weekly reports sent to the Medical Director. 
Health Certificates filed .............•......• 34 
Complaints received • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
Complaints investigated ..•........•..........• 8 
Restaurants inspected ....•.......•............ 11 
Bakeries inspected ••..............•..........• 2 
Tuberculosis cases reported .•...............•• 2 

mTN:f 

( 6 West Railroad Street) 
(111 North Main Street ) 

Respectfully submitted, 

(s) Mrs. Thos. Newcomb 
MRS. THOMAS ND7COMB 

HEALTH OFFICER 
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On motion of Mr. Sheridan, s e conded by Mr. Walsh, and by vote upon 
Roll Call of members present, the abo"ve report was ordered received and filed. 

Report for the month of November 1943 reading as follows was re
ceived from the Sealer of Weights and Measures, Mrs. Thomas Newcomb: 

Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 

The following is my report for the month of November, 1943: 

Person Scales 
Platform Scales 
Counter Scales 
Beam Scales 
Prescription Scales 

mTN:f 

Corrected & Sealed Ad:iusted 

4 
2 

27 
2 
2 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Mrs. Thos. Newcomb 

Mrs. Thomas Newcomb 
Sealer of Weights & Measures 

9 

On motion of 1tr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by vote upon 
Roll Call a members present, the above report was ordered received and filed; 

EILE_QE_ __ g_og~_C_II:_~O.: __ !±~-' submitted by Director of AccoUJ.J.ts and Finance, Mr. 
S. C. Grablick, 11 0RDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR PAYMENT OF THE DEBTS AND EXPENSES 
OF THE CITY OF PITTSTON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMJ!ENOING THE FIRST MONDAY OF 
JANUARY, 1944, AND ENDING THE- FIRST MOUDAY OF JAHU.ARY, 1945n, was read at 
length~ for the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above ordinance was passed on 
second reading. 

FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 444, submitted by Director of .Accounts and Finance, Mr. 
~-·a:·Grabli.ck~- ·uoffDINAl~CE FIXI!W GENERAL AND SPECIAL TAXES FOR TB""E FISCAL 
YEAR 1944 11 , was read at length for a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by M:r. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Ordinance was passed on 
second reading. 

. . 
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gE_~~OLUTION _N.Q.-_3666. Pittston, Pennsylvania, December 9th, 19~-3. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: flThatit will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and Police 
Clerks on the Force for an additional ten (10) days from December 5th, 1943. u 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll Call of mem
bers present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. _2667. Pittston, Pennsylvania, December 9, 1943. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: u'fhat the sum of 
Forty ($40.00) Dollars be transferred from the Department of Parks & Public 
Buildings, item 11 0ommunications, Office of Director", to the Department of 
Accounts & Finance, i tern 11 Oommunica tions, Office of Director 11 • 11 

11 That the sum of Ten ($10.00) Dollars be transferred from the Denart
ment of Parks & Public Building, item ilOommunications, Office of Directorlf, 
to the Treasurer's Office,· Item ucommunications 11 • 

On motion of Mr. \lalsh, seconded by Mr. 'I'uron; and by vote upon Roll CaJL:n. 
of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

B_.B.;~OLQ'tLQN~~.o_. __ }_663. Pittston, Pennsylvania, December 9, 1943. BE IT 
REoOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: nThat the sum of 
·rhree hundred Thirty- seven Dollars and ( $33 7. 50) Fifty cents be transferred 
from the Sinking Fund item, 11 State Tax on Bonded Debt 11 , to the Sinking Fund, 
i tern, 11 Interest 192:7 Bond Accountn. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Hr. ~heridan, and upon Roll Gall of 
members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

REoOLUTIOU Im. 3669. Pitt8ton, Pennsylvania, December 9th, 1943. BE I'J.' 
REl:30LVED, by the Gi ty Council of the Ui ty of Pittston: ri'fhat the bill of 
Mathers Uonstruction Company, dated November 1st, 194), in the amount of 
Twelve hundred and 'i'v1en ty ( $1220.00) Dollars, coverip_g road oil purchased 
during the month of' l:3eptember, 1943 be and hereby is assigned to the 
~iberty National Bank of Pittston, Pennsylvania, as per assignment by the 
Mathers Construction Company dated November 29th, 1943, and certified to 
as being correct by the Director of Accounts & ll'inance, Mr. o. 0. Grablick 
and by the City Olerk, John D. McNulty. Copy of 8aid assignment and 
certification being hereby attached. n 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. i'Jalsh, and by unanimous vote upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3670. Pittston, Pennsylvania, December 9th, 1943. BE IT 
.RESOLVED, by the Uity Council of the City of Pittston: 11 1'hat the sum of 
$65.65 be transferred from the Department of Public.oafety, Item 11 Main-· 
tenance of Fire House 11 to the Department of Public oafety, Item 11 Wages, 
Relief Drivers 11 • -rrThat the sum of $36.17 be transferred from the De-
partment of Public l::3afety, Item "Maintenance of Fire Houseu, to the De
partment of Public Safety, I tern 11 'V/ages of Volunteer Firemen 11 • 11 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. t;herida..Tl, and by vote upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

Communication dated December 9th, 1943, addressed to the Honorable 
Mayor and members of City Council, was received from M1'. o. 0. Grablick, 
Director of Accounts & Finance; reading as follows: 

December 9th, 1943 

Gentlemen: 

I hereby recommend payment of the following bills: 



American LaFrance Foamite Corp. 
John A. Allan 

Butera Auto Body Works 

Bell Telephone Company of Pa. 
Consumer's Ice Company 
Consumer 1 s Gas & Oa'il Company 
Egan Oil & ~upply Company 
Eagen Hardware Company 
Franconi Auto Parts 
George Fath 

Eagle Hose Company 

·wages (Niagara Bose Company) 

0. F. Goeringer Construction Co. 
Glen Summit Springs Via ter Oo. 
H. 0. Harding 
Thomas Hood 
Louis Kneffman 
K'lein Auto Parts Company 

LaBarre 1 s Stationery Store 
A. L. Miller 
Walter J. 0 1Malley 
Pittston Gazette Company 
Pittston Oil Company 
A. s. Powers 
Scranton Electric Company 
::>cranton Electric Company 
P . A. tiammon 
Scranton-tipring Brook Water Co. 
Turon & ::>chwartz 
Williams Paper Company 
M·. P. liuane, City Treasurer 
John D. McNulty, City Clerk 
Mathers Construction Company 

Magneto Points $ 
Additional premium compensa... 
tion insurance 

Repairs to radiator (Police 
Oar) 

Phone service 
Ice for various offices 
Miscellaneous supplies, parts 
Gas, Oil 
Miscellaneous supplies 
Misc. supplies, parts 
Lettering service board 

(\later Street) 
Viages, Volunteer Firemen 

(August :._ Sept. - Oct.) 
Vi ages, Volunteer Firemen 

(August- l::lept.- Oct.) 
16.5 Tons Road Material 
Drinking Viater 
Typewriter repairs 
Repairs Fire-Alarm l:5ystem 
Refund (1943 City Taxes) 
One heater for Police Oar 
Plugs, etc. 

Miscellaneous supplies 
Angle iron 
Misc. cleansing materials 
Coin envelopes 
Gas, oil, etc. 
Miscellaneous supplies 
Street lighting 
Electric light service 
Insurance (Police Oar) 
Rental for hydrants, etc. 
Miscellaneous materials 
Paper cups (Difference in price) 
Incidental expenses 
Petty cash items 
Road oil 
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6.60 

112.72 

2.75 
4e.11 
27.25 f 

26.44 
33.70 
13.02 
43.oe 

7.50 

334.40 

703.12 
94.ee 
7.00 

10.00 
53.76 
17.50 

21.16 
6.30 
l)JO 

79.25 
13.50 
37.05 

6.71 
1;oo6.45 

61.43 
e.oo 

145.74 
3.44 

10.00 
122.12 

4.44 
1,220.00 

Total $ 4,399.32 

saG: f 

Respectfully submitted, 

(s) 8. 0. Grablick 
tiYLVESTER 0. GRABLIOK, DIREO'fOR 
ACCOUNTS AHD FINANCE DEPARTMENT 

On motion of .Mr. V/alsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above bills were approved of 
and ordered paid when funds are available. 

Co~nunication dated December 1, 1943, reading as follows, was re-
ceived from the ~chool District of the City of Pittston: 

John D. McNulty,· City Clerk 
City Hall 
Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

At a meeting of the Pittston City ochool Board held·on 
November 22, 1943, the following motion was adopted: 

HMotion by Mr. Hennigan, seconded by Mr. Reap, that 
the School Board go on record concurring with the increases, that 
the City has granted to the employees in the City Treasurer•s 
office. 11 

All members voted yes on roll call. 
Very truly yours, 
(s) Thos. J. Hennigan, Sec~~~~---------------
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by vote upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above communication was ordered received 
and filed. 

Communication dated December 2, 1943 and reading as follows was 
redeived from United States Senator Joseph F. Guffey: 

Mr. John D. McNulty 
City Clerk 
Pittston, Pa. 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

'.Chis will acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated November 24th, to which was attached a resolution adopted by 
the City Council of the City of Pittston, Pennsylvania, respecting 
Senate Joint Resolution No. 91, which provides for an increase in 
wages of non-operating railroad employees. 

-I am glad to know the position of the Pittston 
City Council on this important question and particularly to know 
that it favors the adoption of the resolution. 

With kindest regards and best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

(s) Joseph F. Guffey 

On motion of Mi·. Turon, seconded by Mr. Vialsh, and by vote upon 
Roll ·Call of members present, the above communication was ordered received 
and filed. 

Communication dated December 9, 1943, readiD~ as follows, was re
. ceived from United States 6enator James J. Davis: 

ltt. John D. McNulty, City Clerk 
City of Pittston 
Pittston, Pa. 

My dear :Mr. McNulty: 

I very much appreciate your letter of November 24, 
in which you enclose a resolution adopted by the Oi ty Council, 
urging my sup_port to the Sena-!-e Resolution designed to afford 
a reasonable increase to the railroc:;_d workers of America. 

In this connection permit me to say that on the same 
day this resolution was introduced, I made_a speech on the floor 
of the Senate, urging tpat the governmental agency concerned take 
steps immediately to effect a proper solution o:f this problem. 

You·may rest assured that I will do everything I pos
sibly can to see to it that this problem is settled justly and 
fairly at the earliest possible date. 

I wish to thank you very much for the interest you 
have shown in calling this matter to my attention. 

Very sincerely yours, 
~s) James J. Davis 

On motion of MT. l:iheridan, seconded by Hr. Turon, and by vote 
upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication \"aS ordered re~ 
ceived and filed. 
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Communication dated November 26th, 1943, reading as follows, was 
received from Con McCole: 

Members Pittston City Council 
Pittston 
Pennsylvania 

Attention of Jo~D D. McNulty, 
Secretary 

Dear Friends: 

Youx congratulations received and 
appreciated. Many thanks for your kind 
thoughts. 

CJMcC.k 

Sincerely, 

( s) Con McCole 
Con McCole 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by vote upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above communication was ordered received 
and filed. 

Cow~unication dated December 6th, 1943, reading as follows, was 
received from Mr. Thomas Foley, State Chaplain of the F. 0. P.: 

To the M~yor and members of Pittston City CoQDcil. 

Mayor Reilly, and members of Council. 
Mr. Grablick, Mr. Walsh, 
Mr. TUI'on, and Mr. Sheridan. 

Gentlemen: 

I see by the press that the Pittston City Council is now 
making up the budget for the City of Pittston for the year 
of 1941~ .. 

I now make a request of the Pittston City Council to enact, 
set up, and provide for a Police Pe~sion Fund, as provided 
for, and made mandatory by the following acts of law. 

P. L. 932. Act-317. Arti ole XLIII. l:lection-430I-year 1931. 
for 

Also amended and provided/by P. L. 722. Act-2~3-
section-4305- year 1935. 

Thomas H. Foley 
5 - South Main St. 
Pittston, Penna. 

Respectfully submitted 

(s) Thomas H. Foley 
State Chaplain of the F. 0. P. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by ~IT. Bheridan, and by vote 
~ upon Roll Gall of members present, the above communication was ordered re

ceived and filed. 

The following cormnunications, dated December 9th, 1943, and 
reading as follows, were received from the Chief City Assessor, Mr. John M. 
Dobbie: 



Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, 
City Hall, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen: 

During November of this year, Mr. Lynn, 
of the Pennsylvania Coal Company, submitted a list of properties 
which they claim have been assessed in error for the triennial 
period 1943-1945. 

I have made a very careful search of the 
records on theEe properties and find the following to be in 
error: 

9th \(ard: 

Lots #5, #3, #1, A, B, & C, all on James Street, 
Block #96 on City Map. 
In prior years these lots were all assessed in 
acreage. ~he acreage being one (1) acre. In 
the 1943 triennial assessment they are listed 
in both lots and acreage, thereby causing an 
over-assessment of $3436.00. 

lOth Viard: 

Lot #362 assessed in prior years together with 
Lot #360, South Main ~treet, both of which have 
been assessed individually in 1943, thereby caus
ing an over-assessment in the amount of $340.00.. 

Lo~s #13, #20, #22, #24-24!, Gravity Street, 
originally assessed at $3125.00 but reduced 
to ~2500.00 by action of City Council August 
13, 1940. These lots were restored to the 
original assessment in the 1943 triennial as-

. sessment, thereby causing an over-assessment 
of $625.00. 

11th Ward: 

FourteenTitots on River Street, originally 
assessedjacreage, the acreage being five (5) acres. 
In the 1943 triennial assessment all lots are as
sessed individually, totaling $~932.-00, in addition 
to the assessment in acreage of five (5) acres, 
thereby causing an over-assessment of $6,032.00. 

Lot at 41 Plank Street, originally assessed 
at $1200.00 but reduced in 1941 to $6oo.oo; 
restored to the original assessment of $1200.00 
in the 1943 triennial assessment, thereby caus
ing an over-assessment of $600.00. 

Lot #257 ~outh Main ~treet, assessed originally 
at $4L~63. 00 but reduced in 1941 to $4025.00; 
restored to original assessment in 1943 trien
nial assessment,, thereby causing an over-assess
ment of $433.00. 
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Since all of the above assessments for 
1943-1945 have been in error, I recommend that proper corrections 
be made, restoring the assessments to their original amounts. 

All of the above complaints have been checked 
and surveyed also by the City Engineer, Mr. Thomas J. Halsey. 

J:MD:f 

Very truly yours, 
(s) John M. Dobbie 
JOHN M. DOBBIE, CHIEF CITY AooESBOR 



Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen: 

Supplemental to my letter of even date, I find 
the following errors in the Pennsylvania Goal Company Triennial 
Assessments for the years 1943-1945: 

9th Ward: 

James Street. One acre assessed at $250.00. This 
same acre is again assessed as 73/100 in one parcel 
and 27/100 in the other parcel, thereby causing an 

.over-assessment of $250.00. 

lOth Ward: 

Lot at 33 Frothingham Street assessed in the 1940 
Triennial at $683.00 and later reduced to $4~3.00 
for the years 1940 - 1941 and 1942. Was assessed 
for the 1943 Triennial ~t $683.00, thereby causing 
an over-assessment of $250.00 

43 Jenkins Alley was assessed likewise, causing an 
over-assessment of $62.00; lot at 94 LaGrange St., 
assessed in a similar way, causing an over-assess
ment of $150.00. 

These differences have been checked and approved 
also by the City Engineer, Mr. Thomas J. Halsey, and it is 
hereby recommended that proper corrections be made in the 1943-
1945 Triennial Assessments. 

Very truly yours, 

(s) John M. Dobbie 
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JMD:f JOHN M. DOBBIE, CHIEF CITY ASSESSOR. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by vote 
upon Roll Call of members present, the above recommendations were approved 
of and the proper corrections ordered made in the assessment records. 

Chief of Police Tierney, together with various employees of the 
1

: 

Police Department, appeared before Council concerning the Retirement Pension 
Fund adopted ·by Act of June 4th, 1943, Cornmonweal th of Pennsylvania, Muni ci-! 
pal Employees' Retirement System, Mr. Tierney acting as Chairman. After 
considerable discussion on the matter, the Mayor informed the Committee that 
Council would make a further check of the requirements of this fund, as it 

1 

applies to the City and that they would arrange to meet the Committee again i 
before the next regular session of City Council. J 

There 
seconded_ gy Mr • 

--:-_-~-., 
/ ~ 

_, ...... _ 
.-.---

I 
being no further business, motion was made by ltt. Walsh, secj 
Turon, and upon Roll Call of members present, to adjourn. 

CLERK 

YEAS 
* 
* Absent 
* 
* 

APPROVED 

December 29, 1943 

G 
w 
T 
s 
R 

JOHN D. McNULTY 
CITY CLERK 

NAYS 

1 

2 
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FITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, DECEMBER 29TH, 1943, AT g:15 P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session advanced from 
Thursday, December 30th to today December 29th, 1943 at g:15 P. M., with. 
Mayor John J. Reilly presiding and all members of Cou_ncil present with the 
exception of Mr. Turon, who was absent. 

Minutes of regular session of December 9th, 1943, were read and 
upon motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous vote 
upon Roll Call of members present, ordered approved as read. 

FILE OF COUlifOIL NO. 442 "Alq ORDI~JANCE TO PROVIDE FOR PAYN..ENT OF 
THE DEBTS AND EXPENSES OF THE CITY OF PITTSTON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COM~ 
MENOING THE FIRST MON~AY OF JJLWUARY 1944 AND ENDING THE FIRST MONDAY OF 
JAblJARY 1945" was read at length for the Third time. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick,, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unani
mous vote upo~ Roll Call of members present, the above Ordinance was passed 
on Third and Final Reading. 

FILE OF COillTOIL NO. 444 11 An ORDINANCE FIXING GENF.RA.L AND SPECIAL 
TAXES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 1944" was read at length for a Third mime. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Ordinance was passed 
on Third and Final Reading. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3671. Pittston, Pennsylvani'a, December 29, 1943. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Gity Council of the City of Pittston: "That the sum 
of $lgo.oo 1De transferred from the Sinking Fund, Bond and Interest Account 
1923, to theGeneral Fund, as a part return of. previous. transfers during the 
year l9Q3 from the General Fund to the Sinking Fund as a loan only. 

"That the sum of$620.00 be transferred from the Sinking Fund, Bond and 
Interest Account 1935, to the General Fund·, as a pal~t return of previous 
transfers during the year 1943 from the General Fund to the Sinking Fund 
as a loan only. 

"That the sum of $200.00 be transferred from the Sinking Fund, Bond and 
Interest Account, 1942, to the General Fund, as a part Eeturn of previous 
transfers during the year 1943 from the General Fund to the Sinking Fund 
as a loan only." 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon· 
Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUT IO:tT NO.- 367.?.. Pittston, Pennsylvania December 29, 19!.J.3. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the Oity of Pittston: "That the 
City of Pittston enter into a lease agreement with Wesley M. Evans, Sr. 
and Edit~ Evans, his wife, for the rental of certain property known as 11 
Spring Street in the Ninth Ward of the City of Pittston, and owned by the 
above Wesley M. Evans, Sr. and Ed~th Evans, his wife, for the purpose of a 
municipal garage and warehouse, at Thirty-five $35.00) Dollars per month, 
from the first of November, 1943 :for a period of fourteen months ending 
December 31, 1944, with an option to renew at the expiration of this 
lease from year to year and that the proper City Officials be and hereby 
are authorized to prepare and properly execute said lease. 11 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 1,6~2. Pittston, Pennsylvania, December 29th, 194~. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Oityouncil of the City of Pittston: "That it will 
be necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks ryn the Force for an additional Ten (10) days from December 
15th, 19L~3. 11 

<. 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

. RESOLUTION. NO. 3674. Pittston, Pennsylvania, December 29, 1943. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will 
be necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force for an additional Ten (10) days from December 
25th, 1943.tt 

, On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the abo.ve Resolution was adopted. 

. RESOLUTION l\IO. 3..2.15.. Pittston, Pennsylvania, December 29, 1943. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Oity Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That the 
Miners Savings Bank of Pittston is hereby designated as the Depository 
Bank for all funds for the City of Pittston for.the years 1944, ili945, 1946 
and 1947. 11 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by MT. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3676. Pittston, Pennsylvania, December 29, 1943. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That the sum 
of $19.92 be transferred from the Department Bureau of Health and Weights 
and Measures "Item 11 Laboratory and Medical Supplies, to the Department of 
Health and Weights and Measures nrtem 11 Other, Civilian Defense." 

"That the sum of $1.18 be transferred from the Department of Public Safety 
"Item11 Maintenance of Fire House, to the Department of Public Safety, 11 Item 11 

Fire Alarm System. 

That the sum of $1.46 be transferred from the Department of Accounts & 
Finance, City Clerk's Office, 11 Item11 Office Supplies, to the Department 
of Accounts and Finance Office of Director, 11 Itemn Office Supplies. 11 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
~ mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was 

adopted. 

Communication dated December 29th, 1943, addressed to the 
Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council and reading as follows was 
received from the Director of Accounts and Finance 1IT. S. C. Grablick: 

Gentlemen: 

I, hereby, recommend payment of the following bills: 

Henry E. Dietrick 
Prothonotary, Luz. County Liens, etc. 

Notary fees (Liens, etc.) 

I 
$1,462.2§ 
• . 649.5, Edwin A. Sites 

Miners National Bank 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Bell Telephone Co. of Pa. 
James Halford 
James Halford 

James Halford 

SGG:j 

Refund 1943 Oity Taxes 
(J. E. Patterson Est.) 
Phones 
Wages-1st half Dec. less tax 
Wages-Dec. 1~23 inclusive 
less tax 

Wages-Dec. 24-31 inclusive 
less tax 

Total 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ S. G. Grablick 
Director 
Dept. of Accounts & Finance 

51.65, 
41.4q 
73.SQ 

i 

3l'l.6d 

34.50 
I 

$ 2, 351. 7q 

I 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above bills were 
approved of as read and ordered paid when funds are available. 

Petition dated December. 28th, 1943, reading as follows, was 
presented to City Council: 
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We, the undersigned salaried employees of the City of Pittston, hereby 
desire to become affiliated with the Municipal Employees• Retirement 
Law, Act of June 4th, 1943, Municipal Employees• Retirement System, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of State. 

The petition was signed by thirty-three employees with address 
of each employee stated thereon. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the petition was ordered 
received and filed since City Council deemed it inadvisable to act upon 
same until such time as a further study of the Act could be made by members 
of Council. 

There being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Sheridan, 
seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members 
present, to adjourn, and meet Monday, January 3rd, at 12 o'clock noon for 
the purpose of re-organization as required under the laws of the State of 
Pennsylvania relating to Cities of the Third Class. 

-~-~~~---
'•\. 

APPROVED 

January 3-194-4 
YEAS NAYS 

* 
* 
* 
* • 

G 
w 
T 
s 
R 

JOHN D. McNULTY 

CITY CLERK 

2 
1 
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PITTSTON, PENNS~LVANIA, JANUARY 3, 1944, AT 12 O'CLOCK NOON 

Pittston City Council convened in special session Monday, January 
3rd, 1944 at 12 o'clock noon with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding and all 

~---, members of Council present. The purpose· of this meeting was for the· re-
I organization of City Council as required under the laws of the State of · 
L :Pennsylvania relating to Oities of the Third Class. 

D 

Oouncilmen:.;.elect Mr .. Sylvester 0. Grablick and Mr. Joseph A. Walsh, 
and City Treasurer, Mr • .Michael P. Ruane, submitted their Certificates of Re

- Election, Oaths of Office, and Bonds. 
I 

Mr. Grantick and Mr. Walsh being duly sworn by Mayor John J. Reilly! 
and Mr. Ruane being duly sworn by Alderman Joseph F. Katkowski, whereupon, 

·Mr. Grablick and ·Mr. Walsh were escorted to their respective chairs. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the Certificates of Election, Oaths 
of Office, and Bonds, were referred to the City Solicitor for approval. 

Mayor Reilly in a brief message complimented Mr. Grablick, Mr. 
Walsh and Mr. Ruane for the splendid manner in which they conducted their 
office during his administration, and thanked Mr. Grablick, Mr. Walsh 
and Mr. Ruane, as well as Mr. Sheridan and Mr.1~uron, for their cooperation 
and support in general in the conduct of their respective offices pertaining 
to matters concerning the best interest of the taxpayers. 

There being no further business, on motion of Mr. Turon, seconded 
by Mr. Sheridan, and by m1animous vote upon Roll Call of members present, 
Ceuncil recessed to meet again today, Monday, January 3, 1944, at 7:00 P.M. 

APPROVED 

January 13, 19411-
YEAS 
* 
* 
* 
* 

Absent 

NAYS 
G 
w 1 
T 2 
8 
R 

JOBN D. McNULTY 
CITY CLERK 



1242 

PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, JANUARY 3, 1944, 7:00 P.M. 

City Council re-convened Monday, January 3, 1944 at 7:00 P. M., 
r·---- with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding and all members of Council present. 

Minutes of regular session of December 29, 1943 were read and 
~ upon motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous vote 

upon Roll Call of members present, approved of as read and ordered filed. 

I 

L-1 

RESOLUTION NO. 3677. Pittston, Pennsylvania, January 3, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the~ty Council of the City of Pittston: 

ttThat the following be and are hereby designated as Department Heads for 
the Fiscal year commencing January 3, 1944: 

Svlvester 0. Grablick, Director of the Department of Accounts & Finance. 
Joseph A. Walsh, Director of the Department of Streets and Public Improve
ments. 
Frank Turon, Director of the Department of Public Safety. 
John Sheridan, Director of the Department of Parks and Public Buildings." 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 36Z8. Pittston, Pennsylvania, January 3, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

"That the salary of Miss Frances Krososky, Secretary to the Mayor, under 
the Department of Public Affairs, be and hereby is increased, effective 
January 1, 1~44, from the sum of $1,320.00 annually to the sum of $1,500.00 
annually, as provided for in Budget for the year beginning January 1, 1944, 
File of Council Number 443. 11 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr~ Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above Resolution was adopted~ 

RESOLUTION NO. 3~72· Pittston, Pen~sylvania, January 3, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

"That the salary of Jean Olszewski, Clerk in the Office of Civilian Defense 
under the Department of Miscellaneous Accounts, be and hereby is increased, 
effective January 1, 1944, from the sum of $990.00 annually to the sum of 
$1200.00 ·annually~ as provided for in Budget for the year beginning 
January 1, 1944, J:lile of Council Number 443.n 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. }680. Pittston, Pennsylvania, January 3, 1944. BE IT . 
RESOLVED, by the City Oouncil of the City of Pittston: lfThat the salary 
Qf Harold Collins Assistant Director in the Department of Accounts and 
Finance, be and hereby is increased, effective January 1, 1944, fnom the 
sbm of ~1,9~0.00 annually to the sum of $2,100.00 annu~lly, as provided 
for in ~udget for the year beginning January 1, 1944, ile of Oouncil Num-
ber 4-43. 11 · 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 36$~. Pittston, Pennsylvania, January 3, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Oouncil of the Oity of Pittston: 

11 That the salary of Thomas Kearney, Superintendent of Streets in the 
Department of Streets and Public Improvements, be and hereby is increased, 
effective January 1, 1944, from the sum of $1,9$0.00 annually, to the sum 
of $2,100.00 annually, as provided for in Budget for the year beginning 
January 1, 1944, File of Council Number 443 .n 



'I 
! 

1243. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Gall of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 36~2. Pittston, Pennsylvania, January 3, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the-uity Council of the City of Pittston: "That Roger 
Sorrentino be advanced from Laborer in the Street Department, to the 
position of Assistant Superintendent of Streets in the Department of 
Streets and Public Improvements, at an annual salary of $2,040.00, ef
fective as of January 1, 1944 and provided for in the Budget for the 
year beginning January 1, 1944, File of Council Nrnnber 443." 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimmus 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 36gl· Pittston, Pennsylvania, January 3, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the Oity Council of the Oity of Pittston: 

"That Edwin Sites be and hereby is appotnted Olerk in the Office of Tax 
Assessment, Department of Accounts and ~inance for the first four months 
of t~e year 1944, as Clerk in the Office of Director, Department of Accounts 
and J:i inance for the second four months of the year 1944, and as Clerk in the.; 
Law Department, Department of Accounts and Finance, for the remaining four i 
months of the year 1944, at a combined annual salary of $1,980.09, as.pro- ' 
vided for in Annual Budget for the year 1944, File of Council Number 1+43. 11 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 36g4. Pittston, Pennsylvania, January 3, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the-ofty Council of the Oity of Pittston: 

«That James Halford be and hereby is appointed mechanic in the municipal 
garage, under the Department of Parks and Public Buildings, at an annual 
salary of $2,4.oo.oo, effective January 1, 1944, and as provided for in 
Budget for the year 1944, File of Council Number 443. 11 

On motion of !ifr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, .and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RW-SOLUTION NO. 3685. Pittston, Pennsylvania, January 3, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Ooundil of the City of Pittston: 

"That John D. McNulty be and hereby is re-appointed City Clerk for the two
year period commencing January 3, 1944, Salary to be the same as present 
and under the present conditions. 11 

On motiom of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Ur. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3686. Pittston, Pennsylvania, January 3, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, BY th6'0ity Council of the Oity of Pittston: 11 That Oarl J. 
Burke be and hereby is re-appointed Oity Solicitor for the two-year period 
commencing January 3, 194~, Salary to be the same as present and under the 
present conditions." 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote on Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3681. Fittston, Pennsylvania, January 3, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the Oity Council of the City of Pittston: "That Thomas J. 
Halsey be and hereby is re-appointed City Engineer for the two-year period 
commencing January 3, 1944, Salary tote the same as present and under the 
present conditions." 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote on Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 
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The City Clerk reported that lease between Wesley M. Evans Sr. 
and Edith Evans, his wife, and the City of Pittston, as referred to in 
Resolution Number 3672, dated December 29, 1943, has been properly executed 
and a copy filed with the Department of Accounts and Finance •. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous , 
vote.upon Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk was instructed to 
notify the Scranton Spring Brook Water Company, The Scranton Electric Com
pany, and the Bell Telephone Company, to remove their service from the City 
Yard at Dock and Tompkins Streets, to the new location at 11 Spring Street, 
City. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the City Clerk was instructed 
to prepare to present to City Council at his earliest convenience, copy of 
City Ordinance pertaining to Parking Meters. 

There being no further business, on motion of Mr. Sheridan, 
seconded·by Mr. Turon and by unanimous vote upon Roll Gall of members 
present, Council adjourned to meet on the second and last Thursday of 
each month at City Hall at 7:00 P. M. 

APPROVED 

YEAS 
* • 
* 

January 

* Absent 

G 
w 
T 
s 
R 

NAYS 

1 
2 

JOHN D. McNULTY 
---- CITY CLERK~. :="'-----
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, JL~t.JARY 1}, 1944 AT 8:15 P.M. 

Pittston Oity Council convened in regular session, today, Thursday, 
January 13, 1944 at g:15 P. M., with Director of Accounts and Finance, 
Councilman S. 0. Grablick presiding and all members of Council present with 
the exception of Mayor John J. Reilly, who was ab.sent. 

Minutes of special session of Monday, January 3, 1944 were read, 
and upon motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon and by unanimous vote 
upon Roll Gall of members present, approved of as read and ordered filed. 

Mayor John J. Reilly submitted report dated January 3, 1944 of 
Parking Meter Collections and Fines received by his Department for the 
month of December 1943, reading as follows: 

Dec. 1, 1943 
Dec. 1, 1943 

Dec. 31, 1943 
Dec. 31, 1943 

Parking Meter Fees 
Fines - Violations 
City Ordinances 

$174.01 

11.00 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous; 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above report was ordered received 
and filed. 

Oity Treasurer M. P. Ruane submitted itemized report of receipts 
and disbursements for the month of Decem rer 19t~3 reading as follows: 

Gash on Hand, December 1, 1943 ••....•.•.•..•..•••••••.•••. $ 
Receipts during the 'month ....................... •.• •••••••• 

Warrants Paid ............................................. J 
Gash on Hand, December 31st, 1943 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Gash on Hand, December 31, 1943, distributed to the 
following accounts: 

General Fund • . . . . . . • • . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . . $ 
Bond and Interest, 1923 Account •••••••••.••••••••••••••• 
Bond and Interest, 193g Account ••••••••.••••••.•••••••• 
Bond and Interest, 1935 Account •..•••..••••.•.••...•.•••• 
Bond and Interest, 1942 Account •....••••••••••••.•...••. 

Total $ 

9,032.02 
12,353-59 

2,664.42 
954.00 
lb2.0l+ 
765.91 
324.69 

4,g7l.06 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above report was ordered re
ceived and filed. 

Report dated December 31st, 1943, to the Oity Clerk and reading 
as follows was received from the Oity Treasurer, Me P. Ruane: 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 
I, herewith, submit my report of City License for 

the month of December, 1943: 

.. 
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License applied for by! 
Western Union Telegraph Co. 
in.the City of Pittston, 
Penna. License tax for the 
year 1944. Granted Dec. 29, 
1943. License #652. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/$/ M. P. Ruane 
City Treasurer 

1246. 

#30.00 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll· Call of members present, the above report was received and 
filed. 

Report for the month of December 1943 reading as follows was re
ceived from ''the Health Officer, Mrs. Thomas Newcomb: 

Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania 

3 January 1944 

Gentlemen: 

The following is my report for the month of December, 1943: 

Monthly report sent to the Medical Director. 
Weekly reports sent to the Medical Director. 
Health Certificates filed •.........•.••••••••.• 48 
Complaints received ••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 12 
Complaints investigated ··~····················• 12 
Meat Houses inspected ··•············••••••••••• 3 
Restaurants and drinking places complied 
with Health and Hygiene Laws .................... 40 
Restaurants inspected •••••••••.•••••••••••.••.• 10 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Mrs. Thos. Newcomb 
(Mrs.) Thomas Newcomb 

mTN:f HEALTH OFFICER. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above report was ordered received and filed. 

Report for the month of December, reading as follows, was re
ceived from the Sealer of Weights and Measures, Mrs. Thomas Newcomb: 

Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania 

3 January 1944 

Gentlemen: 

The :foll-owing is my report for the month of December, ·1'943: 

Person Weighers 
Platform Scales 
Counter Scales 
Beam Scales 
Prescription Scales 

mTN;f 

Corrected & Sealed 

3 
2 

31 
3 
2 

Adjusted 

6 

Respectfully submitted, 

/a/ Mrs. Thomas Newcomb 
(Mrs.) Thomas Newcomb 

SEALER OF WEIGHTS & MEASURES 

.. 
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On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered recei~:e 
and filed. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3688. Pittston, Pennsylvania, January 13, 19~. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the-crfty Council of the City of Pittston: 

l_j -"Whereas, t!7e Oity of Pittston, Pa., is desirous of making a temporaxy 

-~ 

loan at the Miners Savings Bank of Pittston for the sum of Thirty Thousand 
($30,000.00) Dollars, to meet its current expenditures; and 

WHEREAS, said Bank has signified its willingness to make said loan pro
vided the City, by a resolution duly enacted, authorizes its oTficers to 
execute a demand note, with interest, containing a confession of judg
ment for.said sum and deliver the same to the Bank, which said loan is to 
be paid out of current revenues accruing during the fiscal year; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that said City of Pittston be and it is 
hereby authorized to borrow from said Miners Savin~s Bank of Pittston 
for temporary purposes the sum of Thirty Thousand ($30,000.00) Dollars, 
on a demand note, with interest, containing a confession of judgment, 
which said note is to be paid out of current revenues accruing during 
the fiscal year, and its proper officers are hereby authorized and em
powered to execute and deliver the same." 

On motion of Mr.Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3689. Pittston, Pennsylvania, January 13, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

11 That it will be ned.essary to extend the nositions of the Special Police 
Officers and Police Clerks on the Force f~r an additional Ten (10) days, 
from January lt, 194.4. 11 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Shreridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was 
adopted. 

RESOLUTIOI\f NO. 36go. Pittston, Pennsylvania, January 13, 19Lt4. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the i ty Council of the City of Pittston: 

nThat it will be necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police 
Officers and Police Clerks on the Force for an additional Ten (10) days, 
from January 14th, 1944. 11 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sber.idan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

Communication dated January 13~ l9!L4, addressed to the Honorable 
Mayor and .Members of Oi ty Counci 1 '· reading as follows, was received from 
Director of .Accounts ~ Finance Mr. S. C. Grablick: 

Gentlemen: 

I hereby recommend payment of the following bill: 

City Clerk•s Office 

SCG: j 

Postage Stamps 

Respectfully submitted, 

$20.00 

/s/ S. 0. Grablick, Director 
Department of Accounts & Finance 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Gall of members present, the above bill was ordered approved and paid. 

. . 
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. Communication dated January 13, 1944, addressed to the Members of 
City Council and reading as follows, was received from the City Solicitor 
Mr. 6arl J. Burke! 

Gentlemen! 
Re: Giovanni Morreale Taxes 

(Sam Insalaco) . 
310 Tedrick St., lOth Ward. 

In reference to the above taxes, John T. Mulhallfs 
letter of March 24, 1943 has been referred to my attention 
by you for an opinion. After a thorough examination into the 
matter I am of the opinion that the City Council should ae
cept the compromise offer of taxes submitted by Mr. Mulhall, 
to wit: $25.00. This conclusion is reached after a ~etermina
tion by the City Engineer that the property is actually loca
ted in Pittston Township, and, therefore, should never have 
been assessed as City Property. 

Very truly yours, 

/~/ Carl J. Burke 
Solicitor 

On motion of Mr. Turon, reconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members 'present, the recommendation~ of the Oity 
Solicitor was approved and the compromise offer of $25.00 submitted by 
Mr. Mulhall, accepted. 

Communication dated December 31, 1943, was received from the 
Miners Savings Bank, Pittston, Pa., reading as follows: 

Honorable John J. Reilly, 
City Hall, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Dear Mayor Reilly! 

The action of the Pittston City 
Council in desi~1ating this Bank as their deposi
tory for the next four years was greatly appre
ciated,. by our officers and directors. 

We wish to thank you and the 
members of the Council very sincerely and hope 
that our pleasant relationship shall continue for 
many yea1·s "to come. 

Curtis D. Thomas 
cw 

Yours very truly 

/s/ Curtis D. Thomas 
Executive 
Vice President 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the a"l)ove communication was ordered 
received and filed. 

Communication dated January 3, 19li4, addressed to the City of 
Pittston, Attention of the City Clerk, and reading as follows, was received 
from the Employers' Group, Scranton, Pa. 

Dear Mr. McNulty, 

RE: MARY O•BRIEN - CITY OF PITTSTON 
AOOIDENT 12/14/43 

Following the receipt of your letter of December 
23rd 1943 I made an investigation of this alleged 



r 

i ___. 

accid.ent which included a personal interview with 
Mrs. 0 1 Brien at her home, and I desi1~e to advise 
that this investigation fails to disclose any · 
negligence on the part of the Oity of Pittston. 

I therefore informed Mrs. 0 1 Bxien that in oux 
op2nion the Oity of Pittston was in no way re
sponsible for her injuxies, and under these 
circumstances her claim had no settlement value. 

c 

Kindest personal regards. 

Vexy truly youxs, 

/s/ E. ~. Nichols 
SUPERINTENDENT 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above communication was referxed 
to the Oity Solicitor. 

_ Repoxt by Councilman Sheridan concerning complaint of mine cave 
affecting the property of Mr. James Rowan, Upper William Street, Oity, on 
motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous vote upon 
Roll Gall of members present, was referxed to the Oity Solicitor. __ 

There being no further business, on motion of Mr. Turon, seconded 
by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll Oall of members present, Council adjourned. 

/ 

' 

YEAS 
Absent 

* 
* 
* 
* 

A P P R 0 V -~ D 

ll'ebruary_lQ-, _ ~944 

G 
w 
_T 

s 
R:~ 

JOHN D. McNULTY 
CITY CLERK 

NAYS 

1 
2 
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PITTSTON, PElHJSYLVANJA, FEBRUARY lOTH, 1944, AT 8:15 P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session Thurs
day, February lOth, 1944, at 8:15P.M., with Mayor John J. Reilly 
presiding and all members of Council present with the exception of 
~r:r. Grablick, who was absent. 

Minutes of regular session of Thursday, January 13th, 
1944, were not read, but, upon motion of !c'lr. Walsh., seconded by Mr. 
Turon, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, 
ordered received and filed. 

Mayor John J. Reilly submitted report dated February 
lst, 1944, of Parking Meter F'ees and Fines received by his Depart
ment for the month of January, 1944, reading as follows: 

Jan. 1, 1944 - Jan. 31, 1944 Parking Meter Fees dl· <,? 98.65 

On motion of riTr. \iifalsh, seconded by l·Tr. Sheridan, and 
by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report 
was ordered received and filed. 

City Treasurer M. P. Ruane submitted itemized report 
of receipts and disbursements for the month of January, 1944, read
ing as follows: 

Cash on Hand, January 1, 1944 .....••......•.•••.•.. -~~ 
Receipts during the month .......................... . 

4,871.06 
37,510.08 

Total •..•• $ 42,381.14 

Vifarrants Paid ....................................... ,}h> 
Cash on Hand, January 31, 1944 ••..•..•••....•.•..•.• 

14,220.00 
28,161.14 

Total ...•• $ 42,381.14 

Cash on Hand, January 31, 1944 distributed to the 
follauing accounts: 

General Fund ........................................... $ 24,936.39 
1,490.23 
1,160.12 

94.64 
479.76 

Bond and Interest 1923 Account ••.••••.•.••••.•••••.• 
Bond and Interest 1935 Account ..................... . 
Bond and Interest 1938 Account .••..••.•..•••.•...••• 
Bond and Interest 1942 Account ••.•••.••••.••.....••• 

f~ 28' 161. 14 

On motion of Vr. 'l'uron, seconded by Vir. Sheridan, and 
by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report 
was ordered re eei ved and filed. 

Report dated January 31, 1944, and reading as follows 
vvas received from the City Treasurer, r!1. P. Ruane: 

John D. r.~cl~ulty, City Clerk 
City of Pittston, Penna. 

I here-vvi th subm:i t my report of City Licenses 
for the month o~ January, 1944: 



License applied for by: 

_jk 

Laurel Line Transportation Cor<1pany in the City 
of Pittston, Penna., License fee for buses in 
City of Pittston for the year 1944. 
Granted January 29, 1944. License #653. ~~150.00 

Respectfully submit ted, 

/s/ r;;. P. Ruane 
City Treasurer 

1251. 

On motion of Mr. ':Puron, seconded by lVIr. Sheridan, and 
by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above re-
port was ordered received and filed. · 

Report for the month of January, 1944, reading as 
follows, Yms received from the Health Officer, Mrs. Thomas Newcomb: 

Honorable Kayor and rembers of City Council, 
C~ty of Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen: 

The follo·wing is my report for the month of 
January, 1944: 

Monthly report sent to Medical Director. 
Weekly reports sent to Medical Director. 
Health Certificates filed ......••.••.•• 18 
Co!:pla int s received • • • • . . • • • . • . • • • • • • • • 14 
Complaints investicated •...•..........• 1-1 
Produce ~ouses inspected .••••••.•..•••• 2 
Alleys inspected and ordered cleaned ••• l 
Restaurants j_nspected • • • . . . • • • • • • . • • • . • 9 
Bakeries inspected • . . . • . . • • . . . • • . . . . • • • 2 
Tuberculosis case reported ••••••.•..••• 1 

(6 East Oak Street) 

mTN:f /s/ 

Respectfully submitted 

Mrs. 'I'homas Newcomb 
HEALTH OFFICER. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by lf:r. VJalsh, and 
upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered re
c·eived and filed. 

Report for the month of January, 1944, reading as 
follows, was received from the Sealer of V>eights and I(easures, I~lrs. 
Thomas Newcomb: 

Honorable !::ayor and :..:embers of City Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Centl emen: 

The following is my report for the month 
of .Tanl.Jary, 1944: 

Corrected & Sealed 
Pe:rson Weif,hers ----· ·6 
Platform Scales 3 
Counter Scales 28 8 
Prescription Scales 3 
Bearn Scales - 2 



I 
I 

LJ 

mTN:f 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Hrs. Thos. Newcomb 
MRS. THOMAS NEVJCOMB 

SEALER OF ~miGHTS & MEASURES 
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On motion of iV:r. Walsh, sseconded by iJ:r. Turon, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered received 
and filed. 

Report dated January 27th, 1944, to the Council of the 
City of Pittston on the concH tion and application of the Sinking Fund 
for the year ending December 31, 1943, was submitted by Tv'!essrs. Reilly, 
Ruane and Grablick and,' uponmotion of Mr. Turon, seconded by l!fr. 
Sheridan, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, was 
approved of and or de red filed. 

The following repor•t was submitted by lVIayor Reilly with 
reference to recent mine cave on :t~:ill Street in which the life of a 
three year old child was sacrificed; this report being forwarded to 
the following Coal Companies: 

Pennsylvania Coal Company Dunmore, Penna. 
Pittston, Penna. 
Pittston, Penna. 
Old Force, Penna. 

r£ organ Coal Cmnpany 
No. 9 Coal Company 
:Sellcastro ,?~ Walsh Coal Co. 

Gentlemen: 

As you no doubt knovJ, the life of an 
innocent Pittston City child, whose father is engaged 
in the U. S. Armed Forces, was, with tragic suddenness, 
snuffed out in the early afternoon on Tuesday of this 
v'Jeek, as thG result of another I\:ine Cave on one of the 
principal public highways of ourCity, while she was 
quietly but joyfully walking to her home therein. 

This unfortunate happen:tng was caused by 
the unlawful rmn.oval of the coal~ rock, earth and 
otr1.er materials forminc; the natural support of the 
surface, without having first placed or constructed 
an artificial pennanent support sufficient to uphold 
and preserve the stabiJjty of the surface of said hizh
way, in violation not only of the express provisions 
of the Third Class City Law, but also the fundamental 
rir;h t of our people to use with a feeling of security 
and safety, not only their own property, but particu
larly the public thoroughfares of our Corrilllonwealth. 

This reckless and ruthless manner of 
mining coal in our comnmnity, with its resultant 
rJestruetion of property and human life, must cease, 
and vdth the view of promptly devising some effective 
me8ns for the prevention, if possible, of further loss 
of life anc'l tiamage to property in our City, I respect
fuJ ly ask your Company, which is actively engac;ed in 
the mining and production of coal in this area, vvhether 
it is willing to further co-operate financially and 
otherwise, in correcting in an a.."TT.icable, fair and busi
nesslike manner, the existing evils hereinbefore des
cribed? 

Trusting that I may hear from you at your 
earliest convenience, I am, 

Respectfully yours, 

JJR:f /s/ John J. Reilly 
l:'fAYOR OF' Cl'l'Y O.b' PITTSTON. 
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Upon reading of the above report, Councilman Walsh 
as Commissioner of the Street Department, submitted the following 
report of inspection of the cave as made by him: 

ttAs Commissioner of the Street Department I want to report 
that on February 8th,' 1944, at 1:30 P.M., a cave occurred 
j_n sidewalk in front of the property of Alex Stancavage, 
144 Fill Street, Pittston, Penna._, which took the life of 
Jule Ann Fulmer, aged 3, of 118 Butler Alley. f r : J 

'j!J' ,, 

""" In checking reports_, I find this occurred over workings 
of the Norgan Slope Coal Company, which started operations 
in 1937 and finished mining in 1941. In the past few 
years several caves occurred under this mining operation 
but this is the first fatal accident in that vicinity. 

I make a motion that a Coroner 1 s Inquest be taken to de
termine who was responsible for the tragedy and that 
criminal proceedings be instituted if evidence of criminal 
negligence can be proven. In add1tion_, I ask that the 
mine inspectors make an inspection of all workings in the 
City vd th our Engineer, Er. Thomas J. Halsey, to a void 
further loss of both life and property." 

Upon motion of h~r. \"ialsh, seconded by Fr. Sheridan 
and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above 
reports were approved of and ordered complied vli th. 

RRSOLTT'T'JO'f\1 YO. 3691. Pittston, 1-'ennsylvania, February 10, 1944. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That 
it will be necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police 
Officers and Police Clerks on the Force for an additional ten (10) 
days, from .January 24th, 1944. 11 

I On motion of I\'ir. Sheridan, seconded by r.1r. Walsh and 
I u upon Roll Call of members pr•esent the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLPTION NO. 3692. Pittston, Pennsylvania, Febr-t.<ary 10, 1944. 
BE 1'11 RESOLVED, by t-he City Council of the City of Pittston, 11That 
it wi 11 be necessary to extend the posi t:i ons of the Special Police 
Officers and Police Clerks on the Force for an addj_tional ten (10) 
days, frorn February 3, l944.n 

·-t On motion of Ivir. Sheridan, secor:ded by Mr. \!Valsh and 
upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

Communication dated Pebruary 10, 1944, addressed to 
the Honorable t~ayor and Members of City Counci 1, was received from 
Er. S. C. Grablick, Director of Accounts and Fir-:ance, reading as 
follows: 

Gentlemen: 

I hereby recommend payment of the followlnc; bills: 

Anthracite Paint & Wallpaper Store 
.Tohn A. Allan 
Dell TeJephone Company of Penna. 
Barber Notor Car Company 
James Barrett 

William P. Bonser 
ConsQmer 1 s Ice Company 

ConsQ~er 1 s Gas & Oil Company 

Sponges, paint $ 
Insurance on 1923 pwnper 
Phones ta Feb. 16_, 1944 
Vise. repair parts 
IJ.1esting Fire Plugs, Misc. 
repairs, Civ. Defense 
IJ.'ruck 
Flashlight batteries 
Ice, various offices. 
Dec. and Jan. 
Gas, oil, repair parts, 
etc., Dec. and Jan. 

4.95 
5.00 

49.18 
6.80 

112.64 
9. 60 

54.00 

238.74 
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V. E. Churchfield 
Commercial Gas Corp. 

Deemer and Company 
Eugene Dietzgen 
Eagen Hardware Crmpany 
Wesley M. Evans 
Egan Oil 8: Supply Company 
Jack Friedman 
Franconi Auto Parts 
Gar Wood Industries, Inc. 

1254. 

15.30 Repairs to signals, etc. 
One (l) cylinder oxygen, 
One (l) cyl. acetylene 5.82 
Penci Js, tracing paper 12.00 
Plmab. bob, steel tips, rule 3.39 
Misc. supplies, parts 13.11 
Rent, garage - Nov. & Dec. 70.00 
Gas and oil 167.38 
Four (4) 200 Watt lamps 1.08 
Mise. supplies, parts 57.74 
Switch, b.r>acket & spring l. 70 

Glen Summit Springs Water Co. Inc. 
Hall's Nursery 

Drinking water - Dec. & Jan. 14.50 
IVIisc. decorations, (Xmas) 72.25 

Klein Auto Parts Misc. supplies, parts 5.79 
Kehoe & McNamara Bond premiums and insurance 150.56 
LaBarre's Stationery Store Misc. office supplies 24.40 
League of Third Class Cities of Pa. 
Mi tche 11 t s Lu..'TI.ber Yard 

Dues 161.00 
Misc. supplies 57.40 

l\!ecomb Brothers Coal, Nov., .Dec., Jan. 430.44 
Pittston Gazette 
Pittston Stove Works 

Warrant Books and Advertising 73.35 
One (l) stove grate 1.00 

Pittston Oil Company Gas and oil 61.55 
Scranton Electric Company 
Scranton-Spring Brook Water Co. 

St. lighting, Dec. and Jan. 2,012.90 
Fire Hydrants and buildine;s 
December and January 

Roger Sorrentino 
George R. Voight 
1"Iil1iams' Stationery Store 
Everett Hale v~Tb.itlock 
Harry C. Hunt 
Harry C. Hunt 

William J. O'Dea 
Scranton Electric Company 

Feeding of mule 
One (l) Iron box (Fire Dept.) 
Miscellaneous supplies 
One (l) 1~ap 
Delinquent Tax Notices 
Tax Statements, Postal Cards 
(Tax), Final Notice Forms 
Overhauling typewriters 
Light service, buildings, 
to January .11. 

311.65 
7.40 

34.00 
2.78 
3.50 
9.85 

80.85 
45.00 

123.34 

$ 4,511.94 

SCG: j /s/ 

Respectfully submitted, 

S. C. Grablick 
S. C. GRABLICK, UIREC'l'OR 

DEPARTMEl'YT OF ACCOUI·;'J'S & F1 INANCB. 

On motion of Iflr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above bills were 
approved of and ordered paid when funds are available. 

Communication dated February 4, 1944, addressed to 
!~~r. John D. rFcNulty, City Clerk, and reading as follows, was received 
from the 'Xi J l<"es-Barre Railway Corporation, V'!ilkes-Barre, Penna. : 

ESL:GF 

Dear rrr. 1fcNulty: 

In reply to your letter of February 
· 3rd, we shall be pleased to meet i'.T i th the Mayor and 
T1~embers of City Council at our office, 300 I!Iarket Street, 
Kingston, at 3:30 P.M. on Monday, February 7, 1944. 

Very truly yours, 

/ s/ Ellsworth S. Keller 
Ells·worth s. Keller, 
r.!.'rustee. 

/s/. Roy W. Voris 
Roy w. Voris, 
'l'rustee. 

J 
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On motion of l!ir. Turon, seconded. by Mr. Sheridan, and 
upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was ordered 
received and filed. 

Communication dated February 1, 1944, addressed to the 
Mayor and I.Iembers of City Council and readine; as follov1s was received 
from the League of Cities of the Third Class in Pennsylvania, Harris
burg, Pa. : 

Gentle1~1e n: 

The year 1944 looms before us bright with 
the prospects of an early, hoped-for peace. With 
peace and the end of hosti1i ties will come :.no.ny weight
ly. problems tl1at will have to be so J ved by our public 
officials. Problems that will test the strene;th of our 
form of coverwr:ent. VIe believe that the cities of the 
thi r::l c 1a s s in Pennsylvania, banded together as t._h.ey 
are in one organization, can ·::lo much toward helpine; 
solve these problems as well as keep local goverrunent 
on an even keel. ·Many things have been accomplished 
in the-past through the efforts of the League and 
much can be accomplished :i_r: the months that lie ahead. 

In order that we might render the most 
efficient service to our member cities, may we solicit 
your full support in all of our undertakings so that 
v1hen we reach the end of 1944 we can truthfully say 
that l.t has been a year of many accompll.shments. 

Assuring you and your colleagues of our 
desire to be of servbe at all times, we remal.n 

Very truly yours, 

LEAGTJE OF CITIES OF 'tHE 'l'HI RD 
CLASS IN PENNSYLV .AJ.: IA 

/s/ Chester E. Rogers 
Chester E. Rogers, 
Secretary. 

On motion of I·J:r. Sh3ridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and 
upon Roll CaJl of members present, the above communication was 
ordered received and filed. · 

Communication dated February 2, 1941, readi·ng as 
follows, v1as recelved from the League of Cities of the Third Class 
:in Pennsylvania, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania: 

T·!ir. John D. 1!;cNulty, 
City Clerk, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania 

My dear Mr. McNulty: 

Following certain eli scuss igns with Mr. Martin 
of Erie, ancl wJ. th members of the Local Goverl:li~-;ent 
Commission, I am requesting that if you have taken no 
action looking toward Municipal Retirement under the 
Act of 1943 that you withhold any such action until 
.further consideration can be given to the cost of oper
ation and some other features of the act as now devel
oped~ 

/s/ 

VTEC: fl t 

Very truly yours, 

V~a1ter E. Greenwood-per flt. 
Walter E. Greenwood, 
Pre side "'t. 
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On motion of :Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. rruron, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above communication was ordered 
received and filed. 

Com.municati_on dated February 10, 1944, to the Hon. 
·John J. Reilly, r~ayor and Members of City Council and reading as 
follows~ was received fro~n the City Controller, Emerson J. Howley: 

Gentlemen: 

While the legislature has failed to provide 
a means of redress, by 1aw, for property owners whose 
property have been damaged by mine caves, it has pro
vided for the protection of sidewalks and streets. 

1Ei11 Street, the scene of our most recent 
cave, is a State Highway, but the responsibility of the 
sidewalks rests with the City. Accordingly, I refer 
you to P.L. 317, Act of June 23, 1931. Sections 2201 
to 2208 inclusive. I quote in part, 

"2206. Certain Surface Supports Not to Be 
Removed.- It shall be unlavtful for any person, co
partnership, association, or corporation, to die, mine, 
re"Tove, or carry av1ay the coal, rock, en.rth or other 
ma ter:ia ls or mj nerals forming the natural support of 
the surface beneath the public highways, streets, 
aJl eys, courts and places of any City in the Anthracite 
Region, to such an extent and in such a manner as to 
thereby remove ;.:;he necessary support of the surface, 
v'Ji thout having first placed or constructed an artificial 
permanent support sufficient to uphold and preserve the 
stability of the surface of such public highways, streets, 
alleys, courts and places. 11 

The penalty provided for violation of this act 
upon conviction before an Alderman of this City is ~1.000. 
00 fine or imprisonment not exceeding ninety (90) days 
or both. 

I might also remind you that little has been 
done to repair the damaged streets and. sidewalks of pre
vious caves. 

Very _truly yours, 

/s/ Emerson J. Howley 
Controller. 

On motion of Hr. Turon, secc~nded 'by I\~r. Sheridan, and 
upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was 
or~ered received and filed. 

A number of property owners were in attendance at the 
meeting and in answer to various questions asked~ Iiiayor Reilly 
stated that'the tunnell which collapsed causing the cave was in a 
mine owned by the· Pennsylvania Coal Company and that various levels 
of the mine had been sub-leased to the lflorgan Slope Coal Company 
and Pae;notti enterprises. The r::ayor also stated that an underground 
~inspection was to be made tomorrow mor?inr.; by h:imself .as well as ~he 
City En£:ineer, Thomas J. Halse:y:-, C~mnc1lman Joseph A. Vialsh, hea~ of 
the Department of Streets and .t'ubllc Improvements., Roger Sorrent1no, 
Assistant Su.perintendent of Streets, Engineers of the t:organ Coal 
Covnpany, Pagnotti en t:;erprises an~1 the No. 9 Coal Company as well as 
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Mine Inspector Daniel Connolly. 

Questioned further as to whether m1n1ng had been engaged 
in the vicinity of the tragedy, the Mayor replied that mining has not 
been done in the Checker Vein, closest to the surface in this particu
lar locality but that inspection of maps and workings would be necess.,.. 
ary to determine if any of the involved companies have been mining 
underneath the Checker Vein. 

Among those in attendance were the Planning Corrrrnission 
of which Mr. M. J. Clarke is Chairman. Mr. Clarke stated that the 
Com...'11ission held a meeting prior to the calling of this meeting and 
assured Council th.at their presence was to offer their assistance 
in any capacity that may be l:elpful. 

Mr. Samuel Cohen, membe·r of the Commission, suggested 
that Council arrange for a meeting of representatives of all civic 
and fraternal organizations to the end that petitions be drawn up 
vlith the seal of the organizations, and forwarded to Harrisburg 
demanding i•";J:rnedia te action. 

Similar suggestions were also made by I1Tr. Joseph G. 
Yonakas as well as Scho©l Directors Anthony Zack and Emmett Carroll; 
the latter reminding .Council that unless some action is taken imme
diately for the ~!:200,000.00 allocated as a disaster fund, it might 
never reach Pittston for flushing under the High School and repairs 
to the building. 

Mr. Zack stated that two properties owned by him and 
many others in that section of the Fourth Ward in which he lives, 
have never been I'epaired by the Morgan Coal Company. He was advised 
by the Mayor to .file his complaint with the City Clerk. 

Mr .. Joseph Fitzpatrick, former City Clerk, was in attend
ance and addressed the chair with reference to the rna tter of flushing 
to which the I':Tayor replied that while flushing itself woulf prevent 
any further collapse, it would not prevent itiinor disturbances. 

Motion was made by rv;r. Walsh, seconded by 1Er. Sheridan 
ancl b·· unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, thanking 
the property owners present for their interest and particularly the 
Planning Commission for the prompt manner in which they acted in 
offering their ~nlimited assistance. 

Councilman Sheridan stated that Mrs. John B. Brosan 
of Scranton, Penna., daughter of the first Mayor of the City of 
Pittston, ~"r. Thomas I\"aloney, informed him that she had a medium 
sized portrait of her father which she would be pleased to present 
to the l:1ayor and Kembers of City Council. 

On motion of Mr .. Sheridan seconied by Ivlr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk was 
instructed to notify r..~rs. Brosan that the !'!embers of Council appre
ciated her offer for 1vhi ch they are thankful to accept and to have 
placed in tr1e Council Chambers of the City Hall. 

There being no further business, on motion of Fr. 
Sheridan, seconled by Ir.r. Turon, ani upon Roll Call of members present, 
Councrl,_adJ"ourned. 

~-~,· 

APPROVED 

February 24, 19~4 
l'EAS 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

G 
w 
T 
s 
R 

,TOHN D. N~cNUL'l'Y 
CJTY.CUmK. 

l'JAYS 

1 

2 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, FEBRUARY 24, 1944, ~!20 P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session, Thursday, 
February 24, 1944, at g:20 P. M., with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding and 
all members of Council present. 

Minutes · of regular session of Thursday, February 10, 1944, were 
not read, but upon motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, ordered received and 
filed. 

Mr. S. 0. Grablick, Director of Accounts and Finance submitted 
Financial Report and Audit of City Controller, Mr. Emerson J. Howley, for 
the fiscal year ending December 31, 1943. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and b~ unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, report was ordered received and 
filed, and the City Clerk instructed to advertise same in accordance with 
the laws of the State of Pennsylvania, pertaining to Cities of the Third 
Class in the State of Pennsylvania. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3662.· Pittston, Pennsylvania, February 24, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the ity Council of the City of Pittston: nThat it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force for an additional ten (10) days from February 
13th, 1944." 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan,,seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3664. Pittston, Pennsylvania, February 24, 194~. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the ity Council of the City of Pittston: "That it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of the Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force for an additional ten (10) days from February 
2}, 1944. II 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Oall of members present, the above Resolution was afupted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3692. Pittston, Pennsylvania, February 24, 1944. BE :IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

lfTbat, due to existing vacancy in the office of City Solicitor caused 
by the recent death of the former Solicitor, Attorney Carl J. Burke, and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Burke, at re-organization meeting of City Council January 
3, 1944, was re-appointed City· Solicitor for the term ending May, 1946, 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that Attorney William H. Gillespie be and 
is hereby appointed to serve the unexpired term of the late Mr. Burke, as 
City Solicitor, at an annual salary" of ~n,g15 per annum, under the same 
conditions applicable to all salaried employees." 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

Communication dated February 11th, 1944, from the Lehigh Valley 
Coal Company, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, was received, reading as follows: 

Mr. John D. McNulty, City Clerk, 
Oity of Pittston, 
Pittston, Penna. 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

Will you kindly refer to my letter of the 29th ultimo enclosing 
paper for signature by your City Solicitor in connection wit~ our 
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1943 assessment. I am anxious to dispose of the matter as 
promptly as possible. 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ H.G.Haupt, 
Ass't. Land Agent 

The paper referred to in the above communication reads as 
follows: 

In the matter of the proposed appeal on the part of the 
Lehigh Valley Goal Company from the valuation as fixed by the 
Board of Revision of Taxes and Appeals of the City of Pittston, 
on the lands, coal and improvements of said Company, in the City 
of Pittston, for the triennial year of 1943, it is hereby agreed 
that the said Company may include in one appeal, all its said 
lands, coal and improvements, to the same effect as i'f separate 
appeals were taken to each item, or each ward where the premises 
are situate. 
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On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
uhanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication 
was referred to the City Solicitor, authorizreng him to properly execute 
the paper referred to above as per their request. 

Communication dated February 19, 1944, to the .Mayor and Members 
of City Council was received from Leo Fasciana, Assistant City Engineer, 
reading'as follows: 

Gentlemen: 

Due to· my employment in War Work, I hereby make 
application to Council for leave of absence from my 
position as Ass•t. City Engineer for the duration. 

Thanking you for your co-operation, I remain, 

/s/ Leo Fasciana 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, Beconded by Mr. Turon, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above request was granted. 

On.motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk was instructed to notify the 
Bell Telephone Company to remove telephone service Phone No. gol from the 
office of the former City Solicitor, to the office of the present City 
Solicitor, Mr. Wi~liam H. Gillespie. 

Upon complaint of Mrs. Mary Swantkowski concerning assessment 
of property registered rn her name at 138-190 North Main Street, Fourth 
Ward, City of Pittston, now occupied by the Valley Provision Company, 
the Board of Revision e1f'Taxes and Appeals, after proper consideration 
of this complaint, recommends to City Council that an abatement of $I500 
be allowed on the assessment of buildings of this property. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above abatement was 
granted. 

Permit application was received from Jean M. Wasil, 6 South Main 
Street, dated February 11, 1944, to erect a sidewalk sign of galvanized 
metal, capacity, 1 pound, Size, 14 inches wide, by 16 incbes deep, approx
imate cost, $6.50. 
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On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, _the above permit was granted, subject to approval by the 
Chief of the Fire Department and the Superintendent of the Street Department 
also, the War Production Board, if required. 

Fermit application was received from John J. Schevets, 193 North 
_Main Stre~t, dated February 11, 1944-, to re-side building and remodel front, 

approximate cost, $1500, Contractor, Home Roofing and Siding Company, -
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll Oall 
of members present, the above permit was granted, subject to approval by 
the Ohief of the Fire Department and the Superintendent of the Street 
Department, also, the War Production Board,-if required. 

~ Permit application was received from Waldman's, 49 North Main 
Street, dated February 14, 1944, to erect a metal, neon, building sign, 
Capacity, 600 pounds, Size, 25 Feet, by 4 Feet wide, approximate cost, 
$200.00, to be erected by the Prete Sign Company, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above permit was granted, 
subject to appro~al by the Chief of the Fire Department and the Superin
tendent of the Street Department, also, the War Production Board, if_ 
required. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, there being no further ~usiness, the meeting was 
adjourned. 

APPROVED 
*********************** 

********¥tifr.~:r~*1~~~********** 
YEAS NAYS 

• G 
* w 
* T 2 

* s 1 
Absent R 

JOHN D. McNULTY 
********************************* 

CITY CLERK 
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THIS WAS NOT A MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL 

PITTSTON, PENJ:mYLVANIA, FEBRUA...'FtY 23TH, 194.4, 8:00 P. M. 

A mass meeting of citizens of the City of Pittston called by 
. Mayor John J. Reilly to be held in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 
Monday, February 28th, 1944, was transferred to the auditorium of the 
Y. M. C. A., due to the overfiliow of citizens in attendance. 
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Mayor Reilly presided but was forced to turn the meeting over 
later in the evening to Attorney William L. Pace after receiving an 
emergency call from Pittston Hospital, where his wife was a patient. 

Seated on the platform were City Solicitor, William H. Gillespie, 
Councilman Joseph A. Walsh, School Board Secretary Thomas J. Hennigan, 
Representative Stanley Figlook of the Third Legislative District, Repre
sentative David Livingstone of the Seventh Legislative District, William 
G. Shortz, former Representative of the Sixth Legislative Distrmct, Rev. 
John R. Cunningham, Assistant Pastor of St. John's Church, Pittston, 
former Mayor Durkan, George J. Loftus and P. J. Mulherin, from Scranton; 
and City Engineer Thomas J. Halsey, Pittston. 

In opening the meeting, Mayor Reilly presented a survey of 
present m1derground conditions and remarked that mining under Pittston 
City was almost completed. He outlined the history of mining in the 
City in which he named the original operators as the Pennsylvania Coal 
Company, Lehigh Valley. Coal Company, and the Eagle Shaft Coal Company. 
These operations were later taken over, under lease of the No. 9 Coal 
Company in the northerly section of the City, the Morgan Coal Company 
in the sections of the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Wards, and the Pennsyl
vania Coal Company in the Oregon or southerly section of the City. 

Mr. George Wachs, property owner from Sand Street, City of 
Pittston, addressed the chair and asked why the Deputy Coroner did not 
hold an inquest into the death of the Fulmer child. 

Former Mayor Durkan of Scranton, who previously had made an 
appeal for unity in obtaining remedial legislation, proposed a motion 
demanding that an inquest be held. This motion, having been adopted, 
read as follows: 

11 That it be the sense of this meeting that we 
call upon the officials of the City of Pittston to 
exercise the police powers of the city with respect 
to the Fulmer case and demand that an inquest be 
held without further delay" 

Speaking from the audience were Attorney William W. Hall, Peter 
Garrity, of the Pittston Chamber of Commerce, Councilman William B. Cwens, 
West Pittston, Joseph Coyne, Dolph Huber, former Representative Shortz, 
Joseph McCanna, John Joyce, Joseph Boyle, Max Huber, and Mr. J. P. Fitz
patrick. 

Replying to a question from tbe audienqe as to what action Ctty 
Council had taken to remedy the existing evil, Councilman Walsh announced 
that he had introduced c motion at the last meeting, to inquire into the 
causes ·of the mine cave and if criminal negligence is revaaled, that the 
guilty party be punished to the full eEtent of the law. 

In attendance were some two hundred citizens composed of bankers 
civic leaders, clergymen, heads of civic and fraternal organizations, and 
property owners. 

On motion of Mr. Joseph P. Fitzpatrick, seconded by Mr. Thomas 
Hennigan, the meeting adjourned, to be assembled again at the call of 
Mayor John J. Reilly._ 

~ TY CLERK 
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PITTSTOl~, PENNSYLVAIUA, MARCH 9, 1944 AT 8:30 P. M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session, Thursday, 
·.March 9, 194.4, at 8:30P.M., with Councilman Sylvester O. Grablick pre
siding and all members of Council present, with the exception of Mayor 
Reilly, who was absent. 

Minutes of regular session of Thursday, February 24th) 1944, 
were not read, b~t upon motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, ru1d 
by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, ordered received and 
filed. 

.Mayor John J. Reilly submitted report dated March 1, 1944, of 
Parking Meter fees and fines received by his department for the month of 
February, 1944, reading as follows: 

Feb. 1, 194.4- --Feb. 29,.1944 
Feb. 1, 1944. -- Feb. 29, 1944 
Feb. 1, 1944 -- Feb. 29, 1944 

Parking Meter Fees 
Parking Violations 
Violation of City 
Ordinance 

$126.56 
4..00 

7.50 

$13g.o6 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above report was ordered · 
received and filed. 

City Treasurer M. P. Ruane submitted itemized report of receipts 
and disbursements of the City Treasurer's Office for the month of February 
1944, reading as follows: 

Cash on Hand, Febi'uary 1, 
Receipts during the month 

1944 ............................ . 
• • • c • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • 0 

Total 

Wa.:rrants Paid ............................................. . 
Cash on Hand, February 29, 1944 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total 

Cash on Hand February 29, 194.4 distributed to the 
following accounts: 

General Fund •..... ~ ................................. , ...... .. 
Bond and Interest, .1923 Account •...••.•.•.•• 9 ••••••••••• 

Bond and Interest 1935 Account ··~······················· 
Bond and Interest, 1938 Account •••••••••••..•••••••••.•• 
Bond and Interest, 1942 Account ••.•••••.••••.••••••••••• 

Total 

$15,397.45 
1,953-59 
1,514.13 

234..14 
634.34 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
-· - vote upon Roll Oall of members present, the above report was ordered re

ceived and filed. 
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Repoxt dated Februaxy 29, 1944 and reading as follows was sub
mitted by the City Txeasurer, M~. M. P. Ruaae: 

John D. McNulty,· City Clerk 
City of Pittston, Penna. 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

I, herewith, submit my report of City License issued 
during the month of February, 1944. 

License applied for by: Comerford 
Publix Corp. License for American 
$100.00, Roman-$50.00, for yeax 1944. 
License #654 ------------------------------------------ $ 150.00 

License applied for by: Rees Poster 
Oo. 95 Tripp Street, Forty Fort, Pa. 
Bill poster license fox year 19u4. 
License #656 ------------------------------------------ 50.00 

License applied for by: Jean M. Wasil, 
6 South Main Street, Pittston, Pa. 
Mr. Wasil wants to erect a sign, 
galvanized metal 1 lb. 14 11 wide and 

- 16 11 deep •• Approximate cost 11;6.00 
License #657 ------------------------------------------ 2.00 

License applied for by: Western 
Union Telegraph Co. License Tax 
for the year 1944, in the City 
of Pittston, Penna. 
License #658 ------------------------------------------ 1.44 

License applied for by: Railway 
Express Agency, Pittston, Penna. 
Mercantile tax for year 1944. 
License #659 ------------------------------------------ 100.00 

jk 

Total $ 303.44 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ M. P. Ruane 
Oity Treasvxer 

On motion of ,M:r-. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unan1m<ID.1s 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above report was ordered re
ceived and filed. 

Report for the mont~ of February, 1944, reading as follows, 
was received from the Heal~h Officer, Mrs. Thomas Newcomb: 

Hon. Mayor and Membexs of City Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 

The following is my report for the 

month of Febxuary, 1944: 

... 
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Weekly report13 sent to the Medical Director. 
Monthly report sent to the Medical Director. 
Visits to Beef Houses.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 4 
Visits to Green Truck Produce Houses ••••••. 2 
Restaurants inspected .• ~ ••••••••••• 6 •••••••• 11 
Warning signs (No Dumping) posted ••••••••••• 2 
Complaints received and investigated •••••.•• 20 
Health certificates issued and on file •••••. 207 
Mumps case reported ••• . . . •. • • • . .• . • • . •• •• •• • 1 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Mrs. Thos. Newcomb 
MRS. "THOMAS NEWCOMB 

HEALTH OFFICER 

1264. 

On motion of ~x. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above report was ordered received and filed. 

R€mort for the month of February, 1944, reading as follows, was 
received f+om the Sealer of Weights and Measures, Mrs. Thomas Newcomb: 

Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen: 

The following is my report for the month 
of February, 1944: 

Person Scales 
Platform Scales 
Counter Scales 
Beam Scales 
Prescription Scales 

mTN:f 

Corrected and Sealed 

5 
25 
3 
4 

Adjusted 

10 
1 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Mrs. Thos. Newcomb 
MRS. THOMAS NEWCOMB 

SEALER OF WEIGHTS & MEASURES. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered 
received and filed. 

RESOLUTION NO. 36~6 Pittston, Pennsylvania, March 9th, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by theity Council of the City of Pittston: 11That it will be 
necessary to extend the positions of Special Police Officers and Police 
Clerks on the Force for an additional ten (10) days, from March 4, 1944. 11 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Gall of memoers present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3627 Pittston, Pennsylvania, March 9, 19li4. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: AND IT IS HEREBY 
RESOLVED BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE SAME: 

. That the Trustees of the Wilkes-Barre Railway Corporation, 
now in process of reorganization in the District Court of the 'United 
States, for the Middle Dist~ict of Pennsylvania, under the Bankruptcy 
Laws of the United States, be and they are hereby requested to remove 
from the Main Street of the said City of Pittston, without cost or 
expense to the said City of Pittston, the railway tracks or rails now 
upon said Main Street, and thereafter to substantially repair and re
new the surface of the said street from which said railway tracks or 
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rails shall have been removed, all of which shall be done and performed 
in accordance with the plans and specifications prepared therefor by 
the City Engineer of the said City of Pittston and attached to and made 

' a part of this resolution. 

The reason for this resolution is based upon the fact that, 
in the opinion of Council, the said railway tracks or rails constitute a 
menace and danger to the traveling public, and further, because the 
said railway tracks or rails, when so removed, would be of material 
value to the Federal Government in promoting the war effort.tt 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. }628. Pittston, Pennsylvania. March 9, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

11 That City Council by ordinance adopted December 29, 1943, File of 
Council No. 444 providing Five (5) mills on the dollar of assessed 
valuation for the year 1944 for Sinking Fund purposes be divided as 
follows: 

To the 1923 Bond Issue rt mills, or 30% of the total 
of five mills. 

To the 1935 Bond Issue lt mills, or 30% of the total 
of five mills. 

To the 1942 Bond Issue -- It mills, or 30% of the total 
of five mills. 

To the 1938 Bond Issue -- t mill, or 10% of the total of 
five mills. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 369~ Pittston, Pennsylvania. March 9, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

"That City Council receive and file with the City Clerk copy of legal 
brief presented by the City Solicitor, Mr. William H. Gillespie and 
Attorneys for the City of Pittston in the case of Detoro vs. City of 
Pittston No. 159, July term, 1938, now pending in the Court of Common 
Pleas of Luzerne County and recently argued before this said Oourt. 11 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above Resolution was 
adopted. 

Mr. S. 0. Grablick, Director of Accounts and Finance, submitted 
letter dated March 9, 1944, recommending payment of the following bills: 

Honorable Mayor and 
Members.of City Council, 
City of Pittston, Pa. 

Gentlemen: 
~' 

I hereby recommend payment of the following bills: 
Degen, Messer & Co. Preparing Loan Tax Report for the year 
First Nat'l Bank Bldg. 1943 in accordance with Contract. 
Easton, Pa. 
Commonwealth of Penna. 

SOG: j 

Loan Tax Report for year ending Dec
ember 31, 1943 

Respectfully submitted, 
/s/ S. C. Grablick 

Total 

S. C. Grablick, Director, 
Bept. of Accts. & Finance. 

657.40 
l732.4o 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above bills were approved of 
as read and ordered_paid. 

Tax Ooliector's Warrant dated March 9, 1944 and reading as follows 
was submitted by Mayor John J. Reilly: 

To MICHAEL P. RUANE, Oity Treasurer and 
Tax Coilector, City of 
Pittston, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania 

These are to authorize and direct you, the City Treasurer of the 
City of Pittston as the collector of taxes therein, to demand and re
ceive from every person named in the annexed duplicate of taxes of 
the City of Pittston the'sum wherewith such person stands charged 
therein; and you will give all tax payers therein named the notice re
quired by law, and if any person shall neglect or refuse to make pay
ment of the amount due by him or her, it shall be your duty as Tax 
Collector aforesaid to levy such amount by distress, and such sale by 
written or printed advertisements, and return the overplus (if any . 
there be) to the owner. And in case goods and chattels sufficient to 
satisfy robe same, with the costs, cannot be found, you are hereby 
authorized to take the body of such delinquent and convey him or her 
to the jail of the proper county, there to remain until the amount of 
such taxes, together with the costs, shall be paid or secured to be 
paid, or until he or she shall be otherwise discharged by due course of 
law. 

Given under my hand and seal of the Mayor's office in the City 
0f Pittston, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, this 9th day of March, 
A. D., 1944. 

(SEAL) 
/s/ John J. Reilly 

Mayor of the City of Pittston 

Countersigned: 

Emerson J. Howley /s/ 
Controller of the City of Pittston 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Warrant was approved of as 
read and ordered presented to the City Treasurer, Mr. Michael P. Ruane. 

Communication dated March 8, 1944, to the Honorable Mayor and 
Members of City Council, and reading as follows, was received from Patrolman 
Joseph Gardner! 

Honorable Sirs: 

I respectfully request your kind indulgences in granting 
me a temporary leave of absence from my duties as a patrolman in the 
Police Department of the City of Pittston, commencing March 15, 1944. 

This request is made since I am being temporarily employed 
as a fireman on the Lehigh Valley Railroad. 

Your kindness in this matter will be greatly appreciated. 
Very truly yours, 

/s/ Joseph Gardner 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above request was granted. 

Commu~ioation dated March 9, 1944, to the Honorable Mayor and 
Members of Oi ty Council' was received from Harold W. Collins, Assistant 
Director of the Department of Accounts and Finance, rea~ing as follows: 
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Gentlemen: 

Having been inducted into the United States Army, 
I respectfully request a leave of absence from my duties as Assrt 
Director of the Department of Accounts and Finance for the duration 
or until such time as I may/discharged from Military Service. 

be 

HWC:j 

Respectfully yours, 

/s/ .Harold W. Collins 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll 
Gall of members present, the above request was granted. 

Communication dated February 2~th, 1944, addressed to the 
Members of City Council, reading as follows, was received from the Secre
tary of the Forty Fort Borough Council: 

Dear Sirs: 

At a special meeting held by our Borough Council February 
14, 1944, I was instructed to WTite the various Municipalities 
from Pittston City to Plymouth Borough, calling a meeting for 
March 9, 1944, to be held in the Forty Fort Town Hall. 

The purpose of this meeting is to have the Councils or 
their representatives present, to form an organization to inves
tigate the mining conditions, and see what can be done to stop 
the mine cave menace, which has resulted in considerable damage 
to our cities and Boroughs within the past few years. 

It is our hope and desire, if we unite as an organization, 
we shall have enough strength that will enable us to have 
legislation passed in Harrisburg, which will control the robbing 
of pillars, causing property damage and loss of life~ 

We are very.anxious to make this meeting a big success, and 
hope that any cooperation that you or your representatives may 
give, will be greatly appreciated. 

Please notify me by return mail or phone, what the intentions 
of your council may be in regards to attending the meetingo 

Yours very truly, 

/s/ T. H.Richards, Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was 
ordered received and filed, since the City Clerk had answered said communi
cation under date of March 4, 1944, informing Mr. Richards that the City 
of Pittston will be represented at this meeting. 

Communication dated January 19, 1944, reading as follows, was 
received from the City Council, City of Wilkes-Barre: 

Mr. John D. McNulty, 
City Clerk, 
Pittston, Penna .. 

Dear Sir! 

Will yuu please take up with your Council the ~estion 
of responsibility for expenses incurred at our City Contagious 
Hospital by any patients admitted from Pittston? 

We will accept patients from your municipality upon 
'. 



authorization in writing from your Council guaranteeing 
payment of bills incurred by such patients. 

In case you do not assume this responsibility it will 
be necessary for each patient to make a deposit of one
hundred-fifty dollars ($150.00) to cover expenses, before 
admission to the hospital. 

A prompt reply will be appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ Tom A. Evans 
Tom A. Evans 
Director 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous . 
vote_upon Roll Gall of members present, the above communication was approved 
of and the City Clerk instructed to notify Mr. Evans of the Wilkes-Barre 
Council that_the City Council of Pittston would assume the responsibility 
referred to therein authorizing the Council of the City of Wilkes-Barre to 
admit all such patients from the City of Pittston under donditi6ne stated 
in the communication. 

i 
On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous i 

vote upon Roll Call of members _present, the City Olerk was instructed to I 
forward the following letter to Doctor Lewis S. Reese, Luzerne County Oorone~-~ 
300 Rutter Avenue, Kingston, Pa.: 

Dear Doctor Reese! 

By action of Council of the City of Pittston at regular 
meeting of City Council Thursday, February 10, 1944, motion was 
duly made and passed, having been concurred in by all members of 
Council concerning the death of rrule Ann Fulmer, which occurred on 
Mill Street in the City of Pittston under date of February g, 1944, 
reading as follows: 

"That a Coroner's Inquest to determine who was responsible 
for the tragedy and,that criminal proceedings be instituted 
if evidence of criminal negligence can be proven. In addi
tion, I asked that the mine inspectors make an inspection 
of all workings in the City with our City Engineer, Mr. 
Thomas J! Halsey, to avoid further loss of life and property." 

This motion is a record of the minutes of the above stated 
meeting of Council and is being submitted to you for your information. 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ John D. McNulty 

j dmcn; j John D. McNulty, City Clerk 

Permit application dated March 6, 1944, was received from the 
Valley Provision Company, -rgs..rsm North Main Street, Fourth Ward, City of 
Pittston, to remodel concrete porch 25 feet long by 6 feet wide, at an 

·approximate cost of $100.00, time requested to complete said work, two 
weeks. 

On .motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
voge upon Roll Gall of members present, the above permit was granted. 



On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, there being no further business, meeting was 
adjourned. 

' __ ,.-_ -- -
' - -

-
ATTEST: Marolf 30th, 1944 

~~ u-~~~7, 

YEAS 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

A P P R-0 V E D 
March 30th, 1944 

NAYS 

G 2 
w ._, 1 
T 
s 
R 

JOHN D. McNULTY 
O!T1 DLERX 
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PITTSTON, PEID~SYLVANIA, MARCH 30TH, 1944, AT g:45 P. M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session today, March 30, 
1 1944, at S:45 P. M., with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding and all members of 
Council present. 

Minutes of regular session of March 9, 1944, were read, and upon 
motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Grabl iok, and by unanimous vote upon 
Roll Call of members present, ordered approved as read. 

RESOLUTION NO. 6700, Pittston, Pennsylvania, March 30, 1944. 
IT RESOLVED, by the Cityouncil of the Ctty of Pittston: 

BE 

"That it will be necessary to extend the positions of Special Police Officers 
and Police· Clerks on the Force for an additional ten (10) days, from March 14~ 
1944." I 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above Resolutionvas adopted. 

R$SOLUTION NO. 3701> Pittston, Pennsylvania, March 30, 1944. BE 
IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston! 

11 That it will be necessary to extend the positions of Special Police Officers 
and Police Clerks on the Force for an additional ten (10) days, from March 24 
1944 • IT 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, ~he above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3]02, Pittston, Pennsylvania, March 30, 1944. BE 
IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

"WHEREAS, Michael P. Ruane, CITY TREASUR"fi:R AND TAX COLLECTOR, for the term 
of four years, beginning January 1, 1944, has applied to the New York 
Casualty Company for his bond as City Treasurer and Tax Collector for the 
said four-year term, and has signed a premium contract with the Surety 
Company agreeing to pay the regular manual of rates applicable for Tax 
Collectors of the State of Pennsylvania, under which rates the premium is 
based on the amount of the duplicate, and 

WHEREAS, the Surety Company required as a condition precedent to the issuance 
of said bond a ratification of the premium contract signed by the Treasurer 
and a guarantee that said premium will be paid by the three municipalities 
aforementioned. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the premium contract signed by said 
Treasurer is hereby ratified and the City of Pittston, Penna., hereby agrees 
to pay to the said Surety Company, New York Casualty Company's or to an 
authorizedclocal agent, each yea~ in advance the Surety Company's regular 
manual of rates based on the amount of the tax duplicate as applicable to all 
tax collectors• bonds in the State of Pennsylvania.u 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above Resolution wa~ adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3703, Pittston, Pennsylvania, March 30, 1944. BE 
IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

ffTh~t Frances Krososky be advanced from the position 
of. II Secretary to. the Mayor" to• the posi tiop. of "Temporary :Assistant Director ·
of the Department of Accou:rm:t~ and Finance 11 for the duration of the present 
emergency, at an annual salary of $2,100, effective as of April 1, 19lJ4." 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 
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Director of Accounts and Finance, Mr. S. C. Grablick, in letter 
dated March 30, 1944, to the Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, 
recommended payment of the following bills: 

.Wilkes-Barre Independent 
M. P. Ruane 

City Clerk 
Firemen's relief Association 

Legal Advertising 
Miscellaneous expense 
Jan. 13 to Feb. 29, 1944 
Postage stamps, various offices 
Foreign insurance 

Total 

$ ~4.00 

136.95 
20.00 

2g49.57 

$3140.52 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous' 
vote upon Roll Oall of members present, the above bills were approved of as · 
read and ordered paid~ 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk was instructed to in
vite Attorney Leo W. White to meet with the Mayor and Members of City 
Council in the Mayor's Office on the evening of the next regular session of : 
Council, which will be Thursday, April 13, 1944, for the purpose of discuss
ing the Jennings property on Spring ·street in the Ninth Ward, ~i.ty of 
Pittston. 

Communication dated Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, March 7, 1944, and 
reading as·follows was received from Mr. Walter E. Greenwood, Pres±dent, 
League of Cities of the Third Class in Pennsylvania: 

Mr. John D. McNulty, 
City Clerk, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

My dear Mr. McNulty: 

Please advise us as to what you are 
doing toward reinstating former employees who 
were drafted, or enlisted, in the armed serv
ices at the outbreak of the war and are now 
returning. Do you reQuire them to take the 
physical exam~nation, or are they simply re
instated on return? 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ W. E. Greenwood 
Walter E. Greenwood, 

President. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above communication was re
ferred to the City Solicitor. 

Communication dated Scranton, Pa., March 22, 1944, and reading 
as follows, was received from Mr. Bernard J. Harding, District Engineer, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Highways: 

Mayor John J. Reilly 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

My dear Mayor Reilly: 

For your information, I am attaching copfes 

'. 



!. 

1272 

of correspondence exchanged this week between this Department and 
the No. 9 Coal Company, concerning the status of repairs to our 
Route 40047, known as Railroad Street in the City of Pittston, 
which are self-explanatory. As you are aware, this is the city•s 
responsibility, and we have received numerous complaints concerning 
the hazardous condition which now exists. 

There is a similar situation in existence on Mill Street, 
Route 40109, concerning which we wrote you on February 1$, but 
to which we have not as yet received a reply. This, too, is the 
responsibility of the City of Pittston, and I am again requesting 
that the necessary steps be taken to correct what has become a 
very bad condition. I sincerely hope that some definite action will 
be taken in the immediate future. 

Enclosures 

Very truly, 

/s/ Bernard J. Harding 
Bernard J. Harding 
District Engineer 

On motion of Mr Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk was instructed to 
request from the No. 9 Goal Company confirmation of the correspondence re
ferred to therein and having been exchanged between District Engineer Mr. 
Harding and the No. 9 Coal Company. 

Comnnmication from the Depar.tment of Internal Affairs, Common
wealth of Pennsylvania, Harrisburg, Pa., with reference to Institute on 
Municipal Post-War Planning, to be held in Harrisburg, April 4th and 5th, 
1944, was read at length: 

To the Members of the Governing Body: 

You are hereby informed that an Institute on Municipal 
Post-War Planning will be held in Harrisburg in the 
mornings, afternoons and evenings of April 4 and 5, 1944. 
The meeting places are indicated on the attached program. 
This institute will be for the municipal and local officers 
of the counties of Lancaster, Lebanon, York, Dauphin, 
Cumberland, Franklin, Northumberland, Perry, Mifflin, Adams, 
Juniata and Snyder and others. 

/ 

This institute is one of a series that are being 
planned and sponsored by the Committee on Municipal Post-War 
Planning in Pennsylvania, Made up of representatives of a 
number of organizations representing local government 
officers and planning agencies within the State of Pennsyl
vania. National Cooperating agencies included are the 
American Municipal Association>The American Society of 
Planning Officials and the American Public Works Association 
who are conducting similar institutes in other states. 

Any municipal 9nd local officer who is interested in 
a municipal post-war planning program is:invited. This 
includes 'commissioners, councilmen, engineers from 
counties, cities, boroughs, township commissioners and 
township supervisors from second class townships adjacent to 
urban areas or over 2000 population. 

A tentative program for the institute in Harrisburg 
is included. The purpose of these institutes is to bring to 
the attention of municipal officers in Pennsylvania the 
fundamentals of post-war planning and to stimulate them to 
undertake public works programs in their own communities. 



We hope that you as a governing body of your municipality 
will delegate one or more of your number or of your employees to 
attend this institute. We hope that it will be those who are 
especially interested in post-war planning and who will have re
sponsibilities incident thereto. 
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It is most essential that applications to attend this insti
tute be made as soon as possible so that we may know bow many to 
expect. Send a letter of application to Carl W. Wild, State 
Planning Board, Capitol Building, Harrisburg, Pa. He is acting as 
executive secretary for ~his institute. The registration fee for 
each person attending will be ~5.00 to cover the cost of materials 
on municipal post-war planning, which will be given in advance to 
those who attend the Institute and also other expenses incidental 
to registration. All travel and living expenses would be furnished 
by the municipality. 

After the application has been sent with the person•s name 
who will attend, further instructions will be sent as to where he 
should report. You will note that the sessions are concentrated 
in two days with meetings in the mornings, afternoons and evenings 
this has been done for the convenience of those who are coming from 
the more distant municipalities and who necessarily will have to 
stay over. 

We do not have to tell you of the. importance of post-war 
planning and the need of up-to-date information on the develop
ment of such a program. As the program will show, we are gath
ering together a body of experts, both in the field of planning 
and local government administration and we are sure that these 
institutes will be a real contribution to the welfare of the 
local units of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Yours sincerely, 

/s/ WilliamS. Livengood, Jr. 
Secreta.ry of Internal Affairs of 
the Commonwealth and Chairman, 
Committee on Municipal Post-War 
Planning 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the Mayor was instructed to 
represent the City at these meetings; the ·comrimnication ordered received 
and filed. 

Communication dated Wilkes-Barre, Pa., March 28, 1944, and reading 
as follows, was received from the Wilkes-Barre Railway Corporation: 

Mr. John D. McNulty, City Clerk 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Dea,r Mr. McNulty: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of March 27th, enclosing copy of estimate of paving 
track area on Main Street in your City and plans and 
specifications. 

This will require some study and after 
we have co11}.pleted that phase, we shall be very happy to 
get in touch with members of City Council. 

ESK:GF 

/s/ 
/s/ 

Very truly yours, 
Ellsworth S. Keller, Trustee. 
Ellsworth S. Keller 
Roy W. Voris 
Roy W. Voris, Trustee 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, reconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was ordered 
received and filed. 

; Copy of Court Decision dated March 14, 1944, of Albert Detoro vs. 
City of Pittston, John J. Reilly, Joseph Walsh, Sylvester Grablick, John 
Sheridan and_Frank Turonj in the Court of Common Pleas of Luzerne County, 
No. 159, July Term, 193~, Motion for Judgment N. 0. V., Before! Valentine, 
P. J., Aponick, Farrell and Fine, J.J., was presented. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above copy of Decision was 
ordered received and filed. 

Communication dated Pittston, Pa., March 30, 1944, addressed to 
the City Council, Pittston, Pa., and reading as follows, was received from 
Attorney John T. Mulhall: 

vote 
City 
same 

Gentlemen: 

In re: Patrick Reddington Estate 
20 John Street (9th Ward) 
Pittston, Pa. 

All of the 1943 taxes on the above property, amounting to 
$9~.07, were paid by the Administrators of the Estates of Mary 
and Michael Reddington, deceased, respectively, on January 24th, 
1944. Mary and Michael Reddington were the sole heirs of the 
above estate. 

The City and School taxes thus paid were based on a valua
tion of $2029.00 and the County and Poor taxes were paid on the 
valuation of $1~90.00. The house which was situate on this 
property was destroyed by fire on March 9th, 1943, and in view 
of the loss suffered by the fire, I believe there should have 
been an adjustment of the assessment for the remaining ten 
months of 1943. Therefore, I am requesting that a rebate be 
made to "Peter A. Garrity and Thomas Gerrity, as Administrators 
of the Estates of Michael and Mary Reddir.gton, based on an ad
justed assessment for the balance of the year subsequent to 
March 9th, 1943, the date of the firec 

I am enclosing herewith an abatement issued by the County 
Commissioners 1 office covering the above property. 

I would appreciate your attention to this mat~er at an 
early date, as I am anxious to close up the estates. 

JTM:tm 
Enclosure 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ John T. Mulhall 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
upon Roll Gall of members present, the above request was granted, the 
Clerk instructed to determine the amount of rebate due, and forward 
to Mr. Mulhall. · 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Dall of members present, the City Blerk was instructed to take 
up with the City Solicitor the question of damage by mine subsidence to the 
property of Mr. James Rowan, William Street, City~ 

Communication dated Pittston, Pa., March 29, 1944, to the 
Honorable Mayor and Members of City Counci_l was received from the Oi ty 
Assessors, signed by the Chief Assessor, Mr. John M. Dobbie, recommending 
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abatement of City and School Taxes for the Tri-ennial period 1943-1945, 
inclusive, on the following properties: 

Mrs. Ellen Judge, 66 Market Street, Ninth Ward, 
$375.00 on Building. 

Mrs. Bridget Judge, 54 Market Street, Ninth Ward, 
$300.00 on Building. 

Joseph Frederick, 62 Carroll Street, Sixth Ward, 
$125.00 on Building. 
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above abatements were granted. 
Under the same motion upon complaint of Mr. Joseph P. McCanna, 37-39 Market 
Street, Ninth Ward, an abatement of $1,000.00 on City and School Taxes, on 
Building, for the Tri-ennial period 1943-1945, inclusive, was also granted • 

Permit application dated March 20, 1944, was made by the Stegmaier 
Brewing Company, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., to erect a neon sidewalk sign at Mullin's, 
Cafe, 6-~ Dock Street, approximate cost, $25.00. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above permit was granted, subject 
to the approval of the Chief of the Fire Department. 

FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 445, submitted by Mayor John J. Reilly, 11 An 
ORDINANCE AME~DING THE GElifERAL APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
PITTSTON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 1944, FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 443, AND PROVIDING 
FOR THE TRA:l'TSFER OF CERTAIN FUNDS THEREOF", was read at length. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Ordinance was passed on 
First Reading. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Oall.of members present, the rules were rescinded and File 
of Council No. 445 was read Eor the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above Ordinance was adopted 
on sec6nd reading. -

March 30, 1944 

Members of City Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 

As Director ·of the Department of Public 
Affairs, I recommend the proposed transfer of the sum of 
$360.00 from the item of Wages, Special Officers, in the 
General Appropriations Ordinance, File of Council No. 443, 
of the City of Pittston, to the item of Salary of the 
Secretary to the Mayor, in the Department of ~ublic 
Affairs. 

Respectfully, 

/s/ John J. Rei-lly 
JOHN J. REILLY, :MAYOR 

JJR: j CITY OF PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above communication was ordered received and 
filed. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3704. Pittston, Pennsylvania, March 30, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That James L. 
Patterson be transferred fr6m the position of Special Dfficer in the 
Department of Public Affairs, to the position of Secretary to the Mayor 
in the Department of Public Affairs for the duration of the present 
emergency at an annual salary of $1,980.00, effective as of April 1, 
1944." 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution 
was adopted. 

There being no further business, on motion of Mr. Grablick, 
seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members 
present, Council adjourned. 

APPROVED 
April 13, 1944 

YEAS 

Absent G 
* w 

ATTEST: . ApriL -13, 1944 * T 
* s * R· 

JOHN D. McNULTY 
CITY CLERK 

NAYS 

1 
2 
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PITTSTON, PE1~SYLVANIA, APRIL 13, 1944, at ~:00 P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session, Thursday, April 
13, 1944, at 3:00 P. M. with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding and all members 
of Council present with the exception of Councilman ~rablick, who was absent. 

. Minutes of regular session of Thursday, March 30th, were not read, 
but upon motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, order~d received and filed. 

Mayor Reilly reported that under date of March 31, 1944, the 
following letter was forwarded to the Secre-tary of the Civil Service 
Examining Board: 

F-rank A. Earley, Secretary, 
Oivil Service Board, 
113 John Street, 
Pittston, Penna. 

Dear Mr. Earl~y: 

Please furnish me at your earliest convenience a 
certification of the next three eligible on the certified 
list of Police Officers. 

Your prompt attention will be appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ John J. Reilly 
JJR:j John· J. Reilly, Mayor 

. On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above letter was ordered ~p
proved and filed. 

The following communication dated Pittston, Pennsylvania, April 
5th, 1944, in reply to the request made by Mayor John J. Reilly, was re
ceived from the Secretary of the Civil Service Examining Board: 

Honorable John J. Reilly, Mayor 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Dear Sir: 

Complying with your request of March 31st, this 
is to certify that the next three eligible on the certi
fied list of Police Officers are as follows: 

Frank Daley 90~ 
Joseph Hurst 9~ 
Nicholas Osticco 35~ 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Frank A. Earley 
Frank A. Earley, Secretary 
Civil Service Board 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was ordered 
received and filed. 

Mayor John J. Reilly submitted report dated April 1, 1944, of 
Parking Meter Fees and Fines received by his department for the month of 
March, 1944, reading as follows: 

' . 



Mar. 1, 1944- Mar. 31, 1944 
Mar. 1, 1944- Mar.31, 1944 

Parking Meter Fees 
Parking Violations 

Total 

$140.10 
16.00 

$156.10 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered received 
and filed. 

City Treasurer M. P. Ruane submitted itemized Report of receipts 
and disbursements by his office for the month of March 1944, reading as 
fnllows: 

Gash on Hand, March 1, 1944 ----------------~---------------------$ 19,733.65 
·Receipts during the mon~h ------------------------------------ 12, t37. 69: 

Total · $ 32, 71.34: 

Warrants Paid ----------------------------------------------------$ 21,215 .48! 
Cash on Hand, March 31st, 1944 -----------------------------------'P 11,455-~6! 

Total $ 32,671.34 

Gash on Hand, March 31, 1944, distributed to the following accounts: 

General Fund --------------..:.---------------------"------------------$ 
Bond and Interest, 1923 Account ----------------------------------
Bond and Interest, 1935 Account ----------------------------------
Bond and Interest, 1938 Account ----------------------------------
Bond and Interest, 1942 Account ------------------------------------Total ~$~~~~~ 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above report was ordered received and filed~ 

Report dated March 31, 1944, and reading as follows was submitted by 
the City Treasurer, Mr. M~ P. Ruane: 

John D. McNulty, City Clerk 
City of Pittston, Penna. 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

I, herewith, submit my report of City License issued 
during the month of March, 1944. 

License applied for by: Waldman's. 
49 North Main Street, Pittston, Penna. 
To erect a neon bldg. sign 600 lbs. and 
25 ft. by 4 ft. wide, metal, to be erected 
by the Prete sign Company of Wilkes-Barre. 
Granted Mardh 8 1 1944. License #660 -------------------------------$ 2.00 

License applied for by: Bell Telephone 
Company of Pennsylvania. Mercantile 
license tax and license fees for year 
ending December 31st, 1944. 
434 poles @ 12& ea. 52.08 
Mercantile lie. tax 100.00 

152.08 
Granted March 15, 1944. License #661 ------------------------------$252.0~ 

License applied for by: Stegmaier 
Brewing Company, Wilkes-Barre, Penna. 
To erect a Porcelain Neon Sign. 6 ft. by 
2 ft. capacity of 75 lbs. 6-8 Dock Street, 
City. Mullins Cafe. Granted March 20, 1944. 
License #662 -------------------------------------------------------$ 2.00 
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License applied for by: Peoples 
Clothing Do. 68 South Main St., Wilkes
Barre. The distribution of circulars 
throughout the City on Saturday, March 
25, 1944. Granted March 23, 1944. License #663 ------------------$ 2.00 

License applied for by: Majestic Lunch 
26 South Main Street, City. License fee 
for one (1) Pinball Machine for year 

~~~!~~eD#c66~1~-:~=~~--~=:~~~~-~:=~~-~~~-~~~~~---------------------$ 

/ s/ 
jk 

Total 

Respectfully submitted, 

M. P. Ruane 
City Treasurer 

25.00 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above report was ordered re
ceived and filed. 

Report for the month of March, 1944, reading as follows, was re
ceived from the Health Officer, Mrs. Thomas Newcomb: 

Honorable Mayor and Members of Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen: 

March, 1944: 
The following is my report for the month of 

Weekly reports sent to the Medical Director. 
Monthly report sent to the Medical Director. 
Visits to Beef Houses • ..... ....•..•••.•.•••... 3 
Visits to Green Truck Houses .•••••..•••••••••• 2 
Restaurants inspected ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 10 
Warning signs (If NO DUMPING 11 ) posted • . • . • • • • • • • l 
Complaints received and investigated •••••••••• 22 
Health Certificates issued and on file •••••••• 10 
All. Health Certificates(~ months) in ••••••••. 217 
Mumps reported •.••••.•. $ ".... • • • • • • • • • ... • • • • • • • • 9 
Chicken pox cases ••••••••.•••••.•••..••••••••. g 

..Measles repoxted ••. ~.... . .. • • . . . . . • • • . .. • . . . . .. .. ... 1 
Scar_let fever cases • • . • • • . . • • • • • • . • . • • • • • . • • • • 1 

mTN:f 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Mrs. Thos. Newcomb 
Mrs. Thomas Newcomb, 
Health Officer. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered re
ceived and filed. 

Report for the month of March, 1944, reading as follows, was re
ceived from the Sealer of Weights and Measures, Mrs. Thomas Newcomb: 

'. 



Honorable Mayor and Members of Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 

The following is my report for the month 
of March, 1944: 

. Person Weighers 
Platform Scales 
Counter Scales 
Beam Scales 
Milk Bottles 
Yard Measures 

mTN:f 

Corrected & Sealed Adjusted 
1 

/s/ 

~ 
24 
3 
9 
3 

4 
1 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mrs. Thos. Newcomb 
MRS. THOMAS NEWCOMB 

SEALER OF WEIGHTS & MEASURES 
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On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, ru1d by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered re-· 
ceived and filed. 

FILE OF COUNCIL N0 • 446, fiAN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE STREET 
RAILWAY TRACKS ON MAIN STREET, CITY OF PITTSTON" was read at length. 

On motion of Mx. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Tur~n, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Ordinance was adopted on 
First Reading. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded oy Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote unon Roll Call of members present, the rules were rescinded and File 
of Co~ncil No. 446 was read for the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Turon; seconded oy Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Ordinance was adopted on 
Second Reading. 

RESOLUTION NO. 370~, Pittston, Pennsylvania~ April 13, 1944. BE IT RESOLVED, 
by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

"That it will be necessary to extend the positions of Special Police Officer 
and Police Clerks on the Force for an additional ten (10) days, from Aprf1 
3, 1944. 11 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous vote upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adouted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3706~ Pittston, Pennsylvania. April 13, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

11 That it will be necessary to extend the positions of Special Police Officer 
and Police Clerks on the Force for an additional ten (10) days, from April 
13, 1944." . 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous vote upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3707. Pittston, Pennsylvania. April 13, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

11 That Frank Daley having been certified by the Secretary of the Civil 
Service Examining Board, be and is hereby appointed Patrolman in the 
Police Department, Department of Public Affairs, at an annual salary 
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of $1,980.00, effective as of April 16, 1944, to fill vacancy caused 
by the induction into the Armed Forces of former Patrolman Francis Linnen." 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Gall 
of .members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3703. Pittston, Pennsylvania, April 13, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City ·Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That Joseph Hurst 
having been certified by the Secretary of the Civil Service Examining Board, 
be and is hereby appointed Patrolman in the Police Department, Department of 
Public Affairs, at an annual salary of $1,980.00, effective as of April 16, 
1944, to fill vacancy caused by the induction into the Armed Forces of 
former Patrolman Robert Rowan. n 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll Call of 
members present, the. above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTI.ON NO.. 3709. Pittston, Pennsylvania. April 13, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 

WHEREAS, the City of Pittston desires to secure the removal of 
street railway rails new upon Main Street and to repave the track area 
involved in such rail removal, and to that end enter into a contract 
for such rail removal and repavement, provided the owner of said rails, 
Qr its Lessee, will agree to deliver a bill of sale for said rails to 
this City and also pay to this City the sum of $23,147.24 in discharge of 
said owner's paving obligations under existing ordinances, and said·owner 
has indicated its willingness so to do, subject only to enactment of an 
ordinance in form presented to this meeting and the approval thereof, 
after enactment, by the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved, that this City agree to and with 
the owner of said rails on Main Street, and its Lessee, to enact 
an ordinance in the form presented upon receiving satisfactory assur
ance that said owner or its lessee will give the City a bill of sale 
for said rails and pay to the City the sum of $28,147.24 in discharge 
of its franchise obligations to repave the street area involved in the 
removal of said rails. 

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct copy of Resolution 
No. 3709, as the same appears in the minutes of Council in the Office 
of the City Clerk of the City of Pittston, Pennsylvania, and filed of 
record in the said Office. 

(SEAL) 

April 13, 1944 

/s/ John D. McNulty 
JOHN D. McNULTY, CITY CLERK 
CITY OF PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

Director of Accounts & Finance, Mr. S. C. Grablick, in letter 
dated April 13, 1944, to the Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 
recommended payment of the following bills: 

.... ~4 Broad Street Garage State Inspections; 5 Gal. 
Super-Pyro {Fire Dept.) 
Refund on 1943 City Taxes, 
Patrick Reddington Est. 
1941-44 Subscription 

$ 12.20 

29-59 
12.00 

Peter A. & Thos. Gerrity 

Luzerne Legal Register 
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co. 

Pittston Printing Co. 
Wm. H. Gillespie, Solicitor 

3/16" Crystal Parking Meter 
Glasses 
5000 Traffic Violation Notices 
Satisfaction 35 Tax Liens @ 
30¢ ea. 

Total 

12.00 
27-50 

10. 0 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above bills were approved of as 
read and ordered paid. 

The following communication to the Mayor and City Council of the 
City of Pittston was received and read: 

Gentlemen: 

You are hereby notified that claim will be made 
against the City of Pittston by Mary O'Brien, of 79 Union Street, 
Pittston,·Pennsylvania, for damages sustained as a result of the I 
injuries which she, Mrs . .Mary o• Brien, suffered on December 12, 194 3J 
about ten thirty, p.m., when she was violently thrown to the 
ground in front of the Texas Quick Lunch, 20 South Main Street, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania, because ice was permitted to accumulate 
and be upon the sidewalk in front of said premises. That as a 
result of being thrown to the ground as aforesaid, Mrs. O'Brien 
suffered a fracture of her~arm. Mrs. 0 1 Brien tells me that 
she reported this occurrence at City Hall, Pittston, Pennsylvania, 
on Wednesday, December 15, 1943, and that the same was investi
gated by the authorities of the City of Pittston. 

Respectfully submitted 

/s/ E. F. McGovern, 
Attorney for Mrs. Mary O•Brien 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vo.te upon Roll Gall of members present, the City Clerk was instructed to 
accept service of the above communicatton and to notify the Insurance 
Company of said service. 

Communication dated Pittston, Pa., April 4, 1944, reading as 
follows, was received and read! 

Mr. John D. McNulty, City Clerk, 
City of Pittston, 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Re: 0. R. 042, Route 40047, Luzerne County. 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

I acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of April first, and in compliance with your request, I 
enclose a copy of my letter of March twentieth, addressed 
to Mr. Bernard J. Harding, District Engineer, Pennsylvania 
Department of Highways, with reference to proposed repairs 
to the State Highway on Railroad Street in the City of 
Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Enol- (1) 
JJT.SvSJ 

Very truly yours, 

NO. 9 GOAL COMPANY, 

/s/ James Tedesco 
James Tedesco, Secretary-Treasurer. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was ordered 
received and filed. 

. . 



The following notice was received from the WyOJjling Valley 
Autobus Company, 300 Market Street, K~ngston, Pa.: 

NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given that application 
has been made t.o the Public Utility Commission 
of Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, under the 
provisions of the Public Utility Law, by Wyoming 
Valley Autobus Company, Kingston, Pennsylvania, 
for a certificate of public convenience evidencing 
the Commission's requisite approval of an amendment 
to their common carrier certificate which grants the 
right to transport persons between the City of 
Pittston and the Borough of Avoca, Luzerne County. 
So as to permit the discontinuance of service on 
said route on Main Street between Water Street and 
Swallow Street, in the City of Pittston; and the 
right to render through wervice from points 0n said 
route between the Borough of Avoca and the City of 
Pittston and between the City of Pittston and the 
Borough of Exeter without change of buses. 

The Commission will consider the application 
without hearing unless protests are filed with the 
Commission prior to April 15, 1944. The Commission's 
file Number is A.7905, Folder 39 Am-B. Copies of 
protests filed with the Commission should also be 
filed with the undersigned. 

WYOMING VALLEY AUTOBUS COMPAh~, 
300 MARKET STREET 

KINGSTON, PA .. 

12~3 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the Rbove application was approved 
and ordered received and filed~ 

The following communication dated Wilkes-Barre, Pa., March 15, 1944 
to the Mayor and Council of Pittston City, was received and read: 

Gentlemen: 

I will gladly cooperate with you in any plan ybu 
might have to place the responsibility in the .recent death 
of Jule Ann Fulmer. If you have information which can be 
used as evidence of criminal negligence I believe this should 
be sli.bmitted. 

I wish to inform you that we have no engineers nor 
men qualified to examine the under ground conditions, in the 
Coroner's office. 

Again assuring you of any cooperation you might 
ask for, I am 

Yours very truly, 

/s/ Lewis S. Reese 
Lewis 0. Reese, M. D. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
·vote upon Roll Call of members presen~, the City Clerk was instructed to 
notify Mr. Reese that any investigation as to the criminal negligence and 
the identity of any person or corporation responsi'ble for this tragedy in 
the opinion of Council is solely and entirely within the scope of authority 
and duty of the Coroner~ 



Communication dated Pittston, Pennsylvania, April 13, 1944, to the 
Members of City Council was received, reading as follows: 

Gentlemen: In Re: Assessment of Property 
Reap Estate - 3roc Ward 
445 N. Main Street. 

The above property was partially destroyed by fire 
on March 31, 1942 and the remnants of it were removed at my 
direction on or about June 1, 1943, by John Korick, a City 
police officer, to whom I sold the lumber, brick, etc. The 
building at the time of the fire and since then was assessed 
at $1,000.00, which assessment has never been changed. 

I would appreciate it very much if the assessment 
were corrected and the proper tax abatement, if any is due, 
be made at this time. 

Thanking you for past courtesies, I am 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ John T. Mulhall 
Adm'r of the Est. of Jos. G. Reap 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, s~~~nded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members presenu, was referred to the City Assessors 
with instructions to have the assessmen~ referred to therein removed from 
the assessment records, if the building referred to, therein, has been 
removed. 

Communication dated Pittston, Pa., April 13, 1944, to the Honorable 
Mayor and Members of City Council, was received, reading as follows: 

Gentlemen~ 

Members of Fort Pittston Post No. 635, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, request that you arrange to have the flag over 

·Honor Roll placed at half mast on day following announcement 
of the death of anyone serving with the Armed Forces. 

AF:fhs 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Arthur Fullagar 
ARTHUR FDLLAGAR 
ADJUTANT. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above request was approved and 
the City Clerk instructed to arrange to have same complied with. 

Communication dated New York City, New Yor~, March 17, 1944, was 
received from the Wester.nUnion Telegraph Company, regarding the ,proposed 
abandonment of Bostal Telegraph Cable Company poles in the City of Pittston: 

SUBJECT: ESTIMATES- Eastern- 723-1943- Scranton to Wilkes-Barre 
I :P:A-16 

Pittston Fire Dept. 
Pittston, Penn. 
Luzerne County 

Dear Sir: 

The Western Union Telegraph Company has acquired the plant 
formerly owned by the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company in a merger made 
effective October 7, 1943. In the plan for consolidating this addi
tional plant into the Western Union system it is proposed to .abandon 
the poles described below: 



W.U. (Postal) 
pole number 

1042-1066 

Agreement 
Date 

10-24-14 

Ownership 

WU (Postal) 

Location 

In Pittston, Pa. on 
Main St. between 
Chapel St. and a 
point 6oo ft. south 
of Curtis St. 

With the exception of pole 1042 and 1044 it is proposed 
to offer these poles for sale to the Bell Telephone Company. If 
you desire to retain these 2 poles we will convey them to you by 
bill of sale in the amount of il.OO. We do not have a record of 
your using poles 1053-1054. If you are interested in these , please 
advise us. 

, In case your records are not in accord with this letter will 
you please advise us of such differences so that we can examine the 
situation for adjustments. 

We are interested in knowing whether you wish to remain on 
the poles or whether you will wish to abandon the line simultaneously 
with Western Union. 

If it will facilitate answering this letter it will be 
satisfactory to express your intentions in one of the spaces at the 
bottom of one of the two copies of this letter and return it to us at 
an early date. 

CLW:HH 
EJH/s/ 

Will continue to operate on 
this plant 

Signature Date 

Yours truly, 

/s/ M. c •. Allen 
t 

Div. Plant Supt. 

Will abandon along with 
Wester Nnion 

City of Pittston, Pa. 
/s/ John D. McNulty Anr.l3~44 

Signature City Clerk Date 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk was instructed to 
notify the WesternUnion Telegraph Company that the City is not interested 
in the purchase and maintenance of any of the poles referred to, therein. 

The following communication dated Pittston, Pa., April 12, 1944, 
addre.ssed to the City Clerk, was received, reading as follows: 

Mr4 John D. McNulty, City Clerk 
City Hall, Pittston, Penna. 

Dear Sir: 
In reply to your letter of April 11, 1944, with 

copy of communication from the League of Cities of the Third 
Glass in Pennsylvania attached thereto, with reference to the 
future reinstatement of former employees of the city who were 
drafted, or enlisted, in the armed forces, at the outbreak of 
the war, with a special reference to the physical examination 
of such draftees before reinstatement in their former positions 
with the City of Pittston, permit me to say that in my opinion 
unless there is some manifest disturbance in the physical con
dition of the returning employee, he might be reinstated with-
out a physical examination. However, I have not been able to 

'. 



learn of any test of such proposed action in any municipality 
in the State of Pennsylvania. Until such a test or question 
has been decided by a court of law, Council must use its own 
good judgment in the matter·. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Wm. H. Gillespie 
City Solicitor 

.Li::50. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the communication was ordered 
received and filed. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk was instructed to · 
have the City Engineer make investigation as to the ownership of certain 
land north of the Fort Jenkins Bridge, formerly used by the Scranton Electric 
Company, for the purpose of dumping ashes, garbage, etc., and to communicate 1 
with the Department of Forests & Waters, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, for 
permission to use as dumping ground in the event said land may be available_. 

Permit application dated April 4, 1944, was received from Jack 
Lefkowitz, 12 South Main Street, to erect a building neon sign at an approx
imate cost of $150.00. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above application was approved, 
subject to the approval of the proper Department heads. 

Permit application was submitted by Joseph and Bessie Walsh, 246 
South Main Street, to repair garage at this address. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above application was apuroved. 

There being no further business, on motion of Mr. Turon, seconded 
by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, 
Council adjourned. 

A P P R 0 V E D 
A:Qril 27_ 2 1244 

YEAS NAYS 
• G ---- - * w • T 1 
• s 2 

* R . - ' ,~ 

JOHN D. McNULTY 
OITY OLERK -~/:-

. -~-----
ATTEST! April 27, 1944 

.~__.~~-""-t::::-·~-::....,__~=f){:-:7.y-f=--p-:::-:CL=-=~=RK=----
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PITTSTON~ PENNSYLVANIA, APRIL 27TH, 1944~ AT 8:00 P. M. 

Pittston Qity Council convened in regular session, Thurs
day~ April 27th, 1944, at 8:00 P.K., with Mayor John J. Reilly presid
ing, and.all members of Council present. 

Minutes of regular session of Thursday~ April 13th, were 
read, and, upon motio.n of Mr. Turon, seconded by :Mr. Sheridan, and upon 
Roll Call of members present , were approved of as read. 

FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 446. ttAN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE STREET RAILWAY 
TRACKS ON 1·,ffAIN STREET n: was read at length for the third time; and on 
motion of lfr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous vote upon· 
Roll Call of members present, the above Ordinance was adopted on third 
and final reading. 

RESOiiDTION NO. 3710. Pittston, Pennsylvania, April 27, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the Clty Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it will 
be necessary to extend the positions of Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force, for an additional ten (10) days from 
April 23, 1944. 11 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of·members present, the above Resolution. 
was adopted. 

RESOLT~ION NO. 3711. Pittston, Pennsylvania, April 27, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the CTty Council of the City of Pittston: nThat the 
discount period for the payment of City Taxes for the current (1944) 
Duplicate, be, and hereby is, extended to the 31st day of May, 1944, 
instead of the regular discount period ending April 30th, 1944. 11 

On motion of 1~r. Walsh, seconded by TVTr. Grablick, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution 
was adopted. 

A letter dated April 27th, 1944, addressed to the Honor
able w:ayor and Members of Council and reading as follows, was received 
from the Director of the Department of Accounts and Finance, Mr. S. C. 
Grabli ck: 

Gentlemen: 

I hereby recommend payment of the following bills: 

Bell Telephone Co. of Pa. 

William P. Bonser 
V. E. Churchfield 
Coal-0-Matic Stoker Co. 
Commercial Gas Corp. 
Wesley M. Evans 
Glen Summit Springs Water 

Company 
Klein Auto Parts Company 
LaBarrets Stationery Store 
Metropolitan Life Ins. Co. 
Mitchellfs Lumber Yard 
Pennsylvania Coal Company 
John J. Reilly 

Phone services to March 
16, 1944 
Misc. parts and repairs 
Misc. electrical work 
Stoker service 
Materials and supplies 
Rent-bldg.-Jan., Feb., Mar. 

$ 
114.56 

25.75 
54.49 
3.10 
4.00 

105.00 

Drinking Water-various offices 17.00 
Miscellaneous auto repairs 5.00 
Office supplies 13.35 
Second Installment 687.32 
Supplies 5.33 
Park rent 12.00 
Expenses-Harrisburg Post-War 
Institute 37.14 

$1084.04 
IC"Ji . 1 c 

Respectfully submitted, 

/S/ S. c. Grablick, Director. 
Department of Accounts & Finance. 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by I\Cr. Grablick, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above bills were 
approved of as read. The Mayor not voting on bill of John J. Reilly. 

Verbal proposition was submitted by Attorney Leo W. White, 
representing the Fred W. Jennings Property on Spring Street, 9th Ward, 
City of Pittston. 

Mr. White offered to sell this property to the City of 
Pittston for the sum of Two hundred ($250.00) and Fifty Dollars, plus 
any County Taxes that may be outstanding against that property; in 

·addition, the City to assume any and all outstanding City and School 
Taxes. 

In consideration of the acceptance of this offer by the 
City of Pittston under the terms stated above~ Mr. White would turn 
over to the City, a deed free from any or all indebtedness. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above offer was 
referred to the City Solicitor, with "instructions to submit a counter 
offer to Mr. White in the sum of One hundred ($100.00) Dollars, plus 
all Taxes referred to in Mr. Whiters offer. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the short-term loan 
of Thirty thousand ($3o,ooo·.oo) Dollars, secured from the Miners Sav
ings Bank during January of this year, was ordered paid, as well as 
interest upon same to date, in the amount of Five hundred and ($525.00) 
Twenty-five Dollars. 

Collmunication dated Pittston, Pennsylvania, April 22nd, 
1944, addressed to the Pittston City Commissioners, and reading as 
follows was received and read: 

Honorable Gentlemen: 

Fort Pittston Post #635, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States again request that your Honorable 
body contribute toward our Annual Memorial Day expenses. 

The list of deceased Comrades is growing very 
fast and naturally the expense of properly commemorating their 
memory is also on the increase. 

The Post is very grateful for all past favors 
and again thanking you for your very kind consideration, we are 

EJF/HMCL 

Respectfully yours, 

Fort Pittston Post #635. 
Veter~ns of Foreign Wars. 

Per: 

/s/ Edward J. Flanagan 
Commander. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon} and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the usual grant of 
Fifty ($50.00) Dollars was approved and ordered paid upon proper sub
mission of expense receipts of total expenses incurred by them for 
this purpose. 
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Communication dated Pittston, Pa., April 13, 1944, 
addressed to the Pittston City Council, reading as follows, was re
ceived and read: 

Gentlemen: 

In Re: Assessment of Property 
Reap Estate - 3rd Ward 
455 North Main Street. 

The above property was partially destroyed by 
fire on Mar·ch 31, 1942, and the remnants of it were re
moved at my direction, on or about June 1, 1943, by John 
Korick, a City police officer, to whom I sold the lumber, 
brick, etc. The building at the time of the fire and 
since then, was assessed at $1,000.00, which assessment 
has never been changed. 

I would appreciate it very much if the assess
ment were corrected and the proper tax abatement, if any 
is due, be made at this time. 

Thanking you for past courtesies, I am 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ John T. Mulhall 
Adm 1 r of the Est. of Jos. c. Reap. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and 
by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communi
cation was referred to the attention of the City Assessors. 

Communication dated Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, April 24, 
1944, addressed to The Honorable John J. Reilly, Mayor of Pittston, 
and reading as follows, was received and read: 

My dear Mayor Reilly: 

At a meeting of the Luzerne County 
Medical Society, a resolution was adopted which endorsed 
and sponsored a County-wide diphtheria and tetanus immun
ization program, to be inaugurated as a campaign for the 
observation of Child Health Week, which is nationally ob
served the first week in May. The idea we hav~ in mind 
is to have as many pre-school and school children up to 
the age of 10 years receive protection against these di
seases. It should be stressed that they should be taken 
to their family physician when possible or to one of the 
centers the location of which will be announced later. 

May I suggest that it would be very 
fitting if you would make a public announcement of this 
to the people of your community in order that we will be 
able to make as great a success of this undertaking as is 
possible. 

CHP:m 

With very kindest regards, I am, 

Very sincerely, 

/s/ C. Hayden Phillips, M. D. 
Acting District Medical Director 
District No. 1 - Luzerne County 

---- ---- --·-···--·--·---------------·---~-.2._ ___________ __) 

.. 
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communi
cation was ordered received and filed; the City Clerk being instructed 
to prepare proper Proclamation, in the name of the Mayor, in obser
vance of Child Health Week, to be conducted during the ~irst week 
of May, 1944, as per their request. 

L On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk was 
instructed to have prepared, and properly advertised, for the furnish
ing of the usual material and supplies required for the ensueing 
fiscal year. 

There being no further business, on motion of Mr. Grablick, 
seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members 
present, Council adjourned. 

--
'. ,/ -

/ 

ATTE~~y 11, 1944 

A P P R 0 V E D 

---=--..wMco.a.y_ 1 J , J 944 
Y':EAS 

* G • w 
* T 
* s 
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JOHN D. McNULTY 
CITY CLERK. 

NAYS 
1 
2 

.. 



1291. 

PITTSTON,. PENNSYLVANIA, MAY 11TH, 1944, AT 8:20 P. M. 

Pittsten City Council convened in regular session, Thurs
day, May 11th, 1944, at 8:20 P.N., with Mayor John J. Reilly_presiding 
and all members of Council present. 

Minutes of regular session of Thursday, April 27th, 1944, 
were not read, but, upon motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, 
and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, ordered re
ceived and filed. 

Mayor Reilly submitted report dated May 4th, 1944, of 
Parking Yeter Fees and Fines received by his Department for the month 
of April, 1944, reading as follows: 

April 1, 1944 - April 30, 1944 
April 1, 1944 - April 30, 1944 

Parking Meter Fees 
Parking Violations 

Total 

$ 147.60 
24.00 

$ 171.60 

On mot ion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was 
ordered received and filed. 

City Treasurer, M. P. Ruane, submit ted report of receipts 
and disbursements by his office for the month of April, 1944, reading 
as follows: 

Cash on Hand April l, 1944 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• $ 
Receipts During the Month ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 

11,455.86 
97,594.24 

Total 

Warrants Paid ..•.....•....•.••.•..••........•.....•• 
Cash on Hand April 30, 1944 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total 

Cash on Hand April 30, 1944, distributed to the 
following accounts: 

General Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bond and Interest, 1923 Account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bond and Interest, 1935 Account ............... 6 •••••• 

Bond and Interest, 1938 Account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bond and Interest, 1942 Account ...................... 

Total 

$ 109,050.10 

$ 50.855.85 
~-5_8 .... , 194.25. 
$ 109,050.10 

$ 32,457.42 
8,105.05 
7,286.02 
2,960.91 
7 z384_~.§5 

$ 58,194a25 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was 
ordered received and filed. 

City Treasurer, M. P. Ruane, submitted report dated April 
30, 1944, of City Licenses issued by his office during the month of 
April, 1944, reading as follows: 

John D. McNulty, City Clerk 
City of Pittston, Penna. 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

I herewith submit my report of City Licenses 
issued during the month of April, 1944. 



License applied for by: Jack Lefkowitz. 
12 South Main Street, Pittston, Penna. 
To erect a Neon building sign at 12 
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South Main St., 300 lbs. 2ft. by 24ft. . 
Granted April 4, 1944. License·#665 ••.••.•••.•••••••• $· 2.00 

License applied for by: A. W. Stine, 
97 Carroll Street, Pittston, Penna. 
License fee for one (1) pinball 
machine, fo~ year ending December 31, 
1944. License #666 •·••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 25.00 

License applied for by: The Wyoming 
Valley Auto Bus Co. Auto Bus License 
Tax for year 1944; 7 buses @ $50.00 ea. 
Granted April 13, 1944. License #667 ••.•.••••.••••••• 350.00 

·' License applied for by: Wilkes-Barre 
Railway Corp. Pole License Tax for 
year 1944. 64 Poles @ 12i each. 
Granted April 13, 1944. License #668 .................. 7.68 

License applied for by: John DeFalco 
29 South Main Street, Pittston, Penna. 
License fee for one (1) pinball maChine 
for year ending December 31, 1944. 
Granted April 13, 1944. License #669 ••••••••.•••••••• 25.00 

Total $409.68 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ M. P. Ruane 
City ~'reasurer. JK 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was 
ordered received and filed. 

Report dated May 1, 1944, and reading as follows, was 
received from the Health Officer, Mrs. Thomas Newcomb: 

Honorable Mayor and Members of Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Gent1emen: 

The following is my report for the month 
of April, 1944: 

Monthly report sent to the Medical Director. 
Weekly reports sent to the Medical Director. 
Restaurants inspected ••.•...••.••••••••.••• 15 
Scarlet Fever Cases reported ••••••••••••••• 9 
Scarlet Fever Cases released •••••.••••••••• 3 
Mumps reported •..... ., •......•.••.•.......•• 
Chicken-pox reported •.••••.••••.••••..••.•• 
Complaints received and investigated ••••••• 
Visits to Beef Houses ••••••••••••••.••••••• 
Visits to Green Produce Houses •••••.••••••• 
Tuberculosis Cases reported •••••••••••••••• 

(37~ Tompkins Street) 

Respectfully submitted, 

mTN:f I s/ Mrs. Thos. Newcomb 
~~~~~~~~--

Mrs. Thos. Newcomb 
Health Officer. 

3 
2 

20 
4 
1 
1 
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On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered 
received and filed. 

Report dated May 1, 1944, and reading as follows, was 
received from the Sealer of Weights and Measure~, Mrs. Thomas Newcomb: 

Honorable Mayor and Members of Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen: 

The following is my report for the month 
of April, 1944: 

Person Scales 
Platform Scales 
Counter Scales 
Beam Scales 
Prescription Scales 
Dry Measures 
Milk Bottles 
Yard l\~easur es 

mTN:f /s/ 

Corrected & Sealed Adjusted 

3 
2 

26 
3 
3 

10 
6 
4 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mrs. Thos. Newcomb 
MRS. THOMAS NEWCOMB 

1 
4 

SEALER OF WEIGHTS & MEASURES. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered 
received and filed. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3712. Pittston, Pe~nsylvania, May 11, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the City Council of the Ci:ty of Pittston: nThat it will 
be necessary to extend the positions of Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force, for an additional ten (10) days, from 
May 3, 1944., 11 

On moti'on of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution 
was adopted. 

RESOLT~ION NO. 3713. Pittston, Pennsylvania, May 11, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by tneCIT"ty Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That the sm 
of Two hundred ($200.00) Dollars be transferred from the Department of 
Public Safety, item "Purchase of Minor Equipment" (I to the Department 
of Public Safety, item, nMaintenance and Repairs. 1 

On motion of Mr. WalSh, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution 
was adopted. 

RESOLlJTION NO. 3714. Pittston, Pennsylvania, .May 11, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the CTty Council of the City of Pittston: 

WHEREAS, the alleged nuisance, set forth in the indictment re
turned by the Grand Jury, against the Mayor and Members of Council of 
the City of Pittston, listed for trial in the Court of Quarter Sessions 
of Luzerne CoQnty, May 17th, 1944, has been abated; 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Solicitor be instructed 
to respectfully ask the said Court to continue the said case generally, 
so that the District Attorney may verify the fact that the said alleged 
nuisance has been abated. 

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct copy of 
Resolution #3714, as the same appeared in the minutes of Council in the 
Office of the City Clerk, in the City of Pittston, Pennsylvania, and 
file of record in the said Office. 

/s/ John D. McNulty 
JOHN D. McNULTY, CITY CLERK. 

(SEAL) CITY OF PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA. 

May 11th, 1944. 

On motion of T>llr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution 
was ad.opted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3715. Pittston, Pennsylvania, May 11th, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, -·bytheCity Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That, owing 
to the deteriorated and dilapidated condition of building at 12 
Charles Street, 9th Ward, in the City of Pittston, assessed at $18,750. 
in the name of Brown and Davis, an abatement be granted thereon, in 
the sum of $ 7~625.00, for the year 1944 and years prior thereto, for 
which City and School Taxes have not been paid, provided, however, that 
the reduction in valuation ~~ereof shall apply only to the years above. 
mentioned and not to the future years. · 

The City Clerk is directed to transmit to the Secretary of the Pittston 
City School Board, a certified copy thereof. n 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution 
was adopted. 

Director of Accounts and J:o'inance, I\"r. S. ·c. Grablick, sub
mitted the following bills, reco~mending payment of same: 

American-LaFrance-Foamite Corp~ 
American Surety Company of N.Y. 
The Bell Telephone Company of Pa. 
Consumer's Gas & Oil Company 
Consumer's Ice Company 
Eagen Hardware Company 
Egan Oil & Supply Company 
Franconi Auto Parts Company 
Glen Summit Springs Water Co. 
Thomas Hood 
Klein Auto Parts Company 

·LaBarre's Stationery Store 
Ludwig's Hardware 
Motor Vehicle Service 
Newcomb Brothers 
New York Casualty Company 
Pittston Gazette Company 
Pittston Oil Company 
Pittston-Luzerne Corporation 
Austin Powers 
Reliable Spring Service 
Scranton Electric Company 
Scranton Electric Company 

Maintenance and repairs $ 
Premiums on Bonds · 
Phone service to Apr. 16, '44 
Gas, oil, etc. 
Ice for various offices 
Material and supplies 
Gas and oil 
Maintenance and repairs 
Water for various offices 
Fire-alarm system repairs 
Maintenance and repairs 
Office supplies 
Material and supplies 
Repairs to Police Car 
Coal: March, April, May, '44 
Premium on Bond 
Advertising Financial Report 
Gas and Oil 
Material and supplies 
Material and supplies 
Miscellaneous repairs 
Light: 1-11-44 to 4-11-44 
St. Lighting: Feb. March, 
and April 

Carried forward 

323.55 
10.00 
45.70 

207.15 
27.50 
38.01 

157.20 
161.33 

6.50 
78.40 
7.24 

10.20 
4.45 
2.00 

428.52 
10.54 

195.30 
275.65 

39.85 
.90 

9.50 
176.59 

3019.35 

5235.43 



Brought forward 

Scranton Spring Brook Water Co. 
Scranton Spring Brook Water Co. 
Stanley Shacochius 

Fire-hydrant rentals 
Water service 
Photographs of cave areas 
Keys, misc. repairs, etc. 
Misc. repairs, etc. 
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$ 5235.43 

415.02 
53.34 
42.00 
3.40 Allan W. Smiles 

Stackhouse Auto Electric .35 
Texas Lunch Food for prisoner • 25 

1.30 Turon & Schwartz Misc. repairs · 
WilliamsT Paper Company 
Williams r Stationery Store 

Office supplies 
Office supplies 

6.78 
.25 

SCG:f /s/ 

$ 575.7.12 
---------

Respectfully submitted, 

S. C. Grablick 
SYLVESTER C. GRABLICK, DIRECTOR. 
DEPARTiv'fENT OF ACCOUNTS & FINANCE. 

On motion of 11/lr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present - Mayor Reilly not 
voting on bill of Pittston-Luzerne Corporation - the above bills were 
ordered approved and paid when sufficient funds are available. 

Communication bearing no date, but received by registered 
mail, May 5th, 1944, and reading as follows., was received from Mary 
Giarratano, 41 LaGrange Street, City: 

S I R S: 

MARY GIARRATANO 

VS: 

CITY OF PITTSTON 
LUZERPE COUNTY, PENNA. 

NOTICE OF CLAIM 

• • 0 . . . 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Act of July 1st., 1937, 
P.L. 2547 Par. 1, 

NOTICE is hereby filed with you of the claim of Mary 
Giarr-atano residing at 41 LaGrange Street, Pittston, Pennsylvania, 
for personal in.jurie s and property damages sustained by her 
on or about January 7th, 1944, at about 11 P.M., on East Railroad 
Street between South Main and LaGrange Streets, in the said City 
of Pittston, Luzerne County, Pa., 

As a result of the negligence and carelessness of the 
sa{d City of Pittston in failing to keep and maintain said 
East Railroad Street, a public highway between South Main and 
La Grange Streets in said municipali~, in a safe and proper 
condition for public use;- in causing to be erected and placed 
in or about the center of said highway a 11manholen in a posi
tion constituting a ~enace and danger to the public use of said 
highway;- in permitting the said nmanhole" to protrude above the 
actual grade or gradine; of the said highway, and project into 
the line of traffic, and to so be and remain unguarded and with
out lights, barrier, sign or signal or other means of warning the 
public of the said danger;- in failing to keep the said highway 
clean, and free of snow and ice and properly 
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illuminated;- in failing to make or cause to be made the 
necessary work and repairs on the said highway to render it 
fit and safe for public use;- and in sundry other respects. 

While the said Mary Gial"ratano was riding as a 
guest occupant of a motor vehicle owned and driven by Catherine 
Healey of 746 Madison Avenue, Scranton, Pa., the said vehicle 
collided with the said 11manholett causing the said Mary Giarratano 
to sustain property damages to the extent of $150.00, and severe, 
serious and permanent injuries to her person to the extent of 
$5,000.00. 

/s/ Mary Giarratano 

TO: CLERK OF THE CITY OF PITTSTO!·~, 
City Hall, Pittston, Pa. 

TO: ~tAYOR OF THE CITY OF PITTSTON, 
City Hall, Pittston, Pa. 

REGISTERED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and 
by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communi
cation was ordered referred to the Insurance Company. 

Communication dated April 13th, 1944, from Attorney John 
T. Mulhall, in re: Assessment of Property, Reap Estate - 3rd Ward, 
445 North Main Street, City, and presented to Council at meeting of 
April 27th, 1944, at which time said communication was, by action 
of Council of this date, referred to the City Assessors. 

The Chief City Assessor, Mr. John M. Dobbie, after proper 
investigation of this complaint, reported that the building referred 
to therein, has been removed, and that the tax-payer should be granted 
an abatement of One thousand ($1,000.00) Dollars on the building for 
the year 1944. · 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above abatement 
was granted. 

Communication dated, Pittston, Pa., May 2, 1944, and read
ing as follows, was received from the United Spanish War Veterans, 
Pittston Camp, No. 17: 

His Honor John J. Reilly 
Pittston City Council 

Sirs: 

Pittston Camp 17, United Spanish War Veterans 
request a donation to help pay 1944 Memorial Day ex
penses. 

Our estimated expense: 

B. B. Carpenter - Florist -
Bus fate - car hire - gas 
Other expense 

$50.00 
15.00 
12.00 



Thanking you for past favors and hoping this 
request can be favorable acted on, we are 

Robert J. McKane, Adj., 
211 East 6th Street, 
Wyoming, Penna. 

Yours respectfully, 

Pittston Camp 17 
United SpaniSh War Veterans 

1297. 

·on motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon and upon 
Roll Call of members present, the usual donation of Fifty ($50.00) 
Dollars, was granted, subject to the presentation Df bills incurred in 
connection vy-ith said Memorial Day expenses. 

Cowffiunication dated May l, 1944, was received .from Mr. 
Walter E. Greenwood, President of the League of Cities of the Third 
Class in Pennsylvania, with reference to proposed schedule of dues 
to be adopted by the League. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and 
by vote upon Roll Call of members present, the proposed schedule was 
approved. The City Clerk being directed to notify Mr. Greenwood 
accordingly. 

The following notice, dated Wilkes-Barre, Pa., May 1, 
1944, and reading as follows, was received from Mr. Albert H. Aston, 
Referee in Bankruptcy and Special Master, in re: Wilkes-Barre Railway 
Corp, et.al., Removal of Railway Tracks in the City of Pittston; 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

No. 10,455 

N 0 T I C E 

TO THE DEBTOR CORPORATIONS, THE CREDITORS AND OTHER PARTIES 
IN INTEREST : 

Notice is hereby given that Ellsworth S. Keller and Roy W. 
Voris, Trustees herein, have petitioned for authorization to 
make payment to the City of Pittston, Luzerne County, Pa., of 
the sum of $28,147.24 and to convey to said City, title to 
rails in tracks located in said City in discharge of franchise 
obligations of the Wilkes-Barre Railway Corporation, upon the 
final passage of an ordinance or resolution by the Council of 
said City discharging the Wilkes-Barre Railway Corporation 
from paving obligations under existing ordinances. 

Said petition alleges inter alia that the track in question 
was abandoned by the debtor on December 26, 1939, ·.and is now 
isolated and unavailable for use as a trolley line; that since 
abandonment the community formerly served by trolley car has been 
and is being served by trackless trolley and bvs service; that 
under existing ordinances the debtor is obligated to remove the 
tracks and repave the street; and that after due consideration, 
the petitioners are satisfied that the payment of the sum in 
question and the conveyance of the rails in return for release 
of its franchise obligation to remove the tracks and restore 

. the pave, will be less expensive than would the carrying out of 
its present franchise obligations. 

~------·-·----------------------------"--------------__..) 
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Hearing on said petition will be held before the under
signed at 930 Miners National Bank Building, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 

.on Wednesday, May 10, 1944, at 2:00 P.M. 

Dated at: Wilkes-Barre~ Pa., May 1~ 1944. 

Albert H. Aston, 
Referee in Bankruptcy and Special Master. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Notice was 

. ordered received and filed. 

The following committee of women from the lOth Ward of 
the City of Pittston, appeared in person at the Office of the City 
Clerk, to file complaint on the condition of East Railroad Street, 
requesting that proper repairs be made to said Street at the earliest 
possible date: 

Mrs. John Alaimo - Mrs. Frank Licata - Mrs. Sam Butera 
Mrs. Jos. Prietto- Mrs. Chas. Arnone -Mrs. SamAngelo 
Mrs. Jos. Alaimo - Mrs .• Chas. Alaimo - Nellie Montante - Mrs. Montante. 

After reading of this complaint~ Mayor Reilly informed 
Council that the #9 Coal Company notified him three weeks ago from 
this date, that contract for the rebuilding of East Railroad Street had 
been entered into by and between the #9 Coal Company and The Sproul 
Construction Company of Scranton, Penna., and that work would b~ started 
within the next sixty (60) days. 

Postal notices, addressed to John Reilly, Mayor, Sylvester 
Grablick, Councilman, Joseph WaJsh, Councilman, Frank Turon~ Councilman, 
and John Sheridan, Councilman, were received from the District Attorney, 
Leon Schwartz, in re: Commonwealth vs: John J. Reilly, Mayor, and 
~embers of City Council, No. 84 June Sessions, 1944, indictment by the 
Grand Jury for maintaining a public nuisance, and listed for trial at 
10:00 A.M., on Wednesday, May 17th, 1944, were read. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and 
by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above notices 
were referred to the attention of the City Solicitor. 

The following communication dated Pittston, Penna., May 
5, 1944, to the Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, was re
ceived and read: 

Gentlemen: 

Upon complaint of taxpayer and after a care
ful check by Mr. John Dobbie, Chief City Assessor, we 
find the property listed under the name of Raymond Stauch 
at Rear-85 Church Street, to be double assessed, since 
this property is also included in the property at 85 
Church Street, assessed to the same taxpayer. 

We therefore ask that an abatement be granted 
in the amount of $500.00 to cover the above double assess
ment for the years 1943-44. 

/s/ 

Very truly, 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ASSESSOR, 
CITY OF PITTSTON, per 

Edwin A. Sites 
Edwin A. Sites, Clerk. 
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above recommenda
tion was approved as read. 

The following recommendation dated Pittston, Pennsylvania, 
May 11th, 1944, to the Honorable ~J:ayor and Members of City Council, was 
received and read: 

Gentlemen: 

Upon complaint of Stella Bartus, 144 Chapel St., 
City, and after checking our assessment records, I find 
that property in the name of Stella Bartus at 200 Union 
Street, lst Ward, is in error, since this property ·is 
already assessed at 123 Union Street. 

Since this is a double assessment, I therefore 
recommend that this property be stricken from our records 
and an abatement be granted in the amount of $280.00 for 
the years 1943~44. 

/sf 

Very truly yours, 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ASSESSOR. 
per: 

Edwin A. Sites 
Edwin A. Sites, Clerk. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above recommenda
tion was approved as read. 

The following recommendation dated Pittston, Penna., 
May llth, 1944, to the Honorable Mayor and Members of Council, was 
received and read: 

Gentlemen: 

Complying with your request I wish to advise 
that I have made a careful survey of the Brown & Davis 
property at 12 Charles St., 9th Ward, City. 

This building is in a deteriorated and dilapi
dated condition, the present assessed valuation is entire
ly out of line with its actual valuation, and after care
ful study of same, I feel that a fair assessment of the 
building would be $11,125.00. 

I hereby recommend to your honorable body, that 
the assessment of the building be.placed at this figure, 
thereby allowing an abatement of $7,625.00 on the building. 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ John M. Dobbie 
John M. Dobbie 
Chief City Assessor. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
unaninous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above recommenda
tion was approved as read. 
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The following recommendations dated Pittston, Pennsylvania, 
May 11th, 1944, to the Honorable Mayor and Members of Council, was re
ceived and read: 

Gentlemen: 

Complaint having been registered by the follow
ing taxpayers, and after careful study of same, I find that 
assessed valuation of these properties for the Tri-ennial 

. Period 1943-1945 were increased in error. I hereby recom
mend that these assessments be corrected by restoring the 
same to the original assessment prior to the year 1943. 

Property of Frank Swingle, 11 LaG~ange Street, 
in the 9th War~, increased from ~999.00 to $1,424.00, a 
difference of $425.,00 added to the building. 

Property of Helen Swingle, 13 LaGrange Street, 
in the 9th Warq., increased from ljjl936.00 to $1,361.00, a 
difference of $425.00 added to the building. 

JMD:a 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ JohnM.Dobbie 
John M. Dobbie 

Chief City Assessor. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above recommenda
tions were approved as read. 

~ Communication dated Pittston, Penna., May 2, 1944, to 
the Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, and reading as follows 
was received from the Office of the City Assessor, Mr. Edwin A. Sites, 
Clerk: 

Gentlemen:: 

Upon checking the records of the Consulting 
County Engineer, Mr. George Lubrecht, in the matter of 
coal valuations for· the City of Pittston, for the year 
1944, I found the following items omitted from our 
records: 

WARD 2 -COAL- ACRES RATE VAL. -----
w. P. Boland Est. (I. B. Felts - A) 3.18 260 827.00 
w. P. Boland Est. (I. B. Felts B & C) 12.22 260 3,rn.oo 

WARD 2 -COAL & SURFACE-

w. P. Boland Est. (I. B. Felts) 4.,05 C260 
8250 2,066.00 

Total 19.45 6,070.00 

The above omissions have been referred to Mr. 
Thomas J. Halsey, City Engineer, aDd Mr. John Dobbie, 
Chief City Assessor, who, together, made a further check 
on these tracts and found that in the 1931 and 1932 Assess
ment Books of the City of Pittston, a notation appeared, 
viz; ttno not carryn. Since that time these tracts have 
been omjtted from the records of the City of Pittston. 

·. ~- -------· .. ---~- -- ----- -- - -----
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After further checking with Mr. LubreCht, they 
were unable to determine the reason for this notation, 
since Luzerne County has been carrying these items for 
all years in question. 

It has been recommended by Mr. Halsey and Mr. Dobbie 
that these items be re-entered into the records of the City 
of Pittston, since as far as they can ascertain, these 
tracts are still active and should therefore be subject to 
taxation. 

I therefore refer this matter to you for your con
sideration and advice, so that we can make proper disposi
tion of the matter. 

Very truly yours, 

1301. 

Office of the City Assessor, 
City of Pittston, per 

/s/ Edwin A. Sites 
Edwin A. Sites, Clerk. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the properties re
ferred to were ordered restored to the assessment records for the 
year 1944 and the City Clerk instructed to check with the City Solici
tor as to the restoration of these properties to the assessment records 
of prior years as governed by law applicable to Cities of the Third 
Class in Pennsylvania. 

Communication dated Pittston, Penna., May 2, 1944, to the 
Honorable Mayor and Me~bers of City Council, and reading as follows, 
was received from the Office of the City Assessor, Mr. Edwin A. Sites, 
Clerk: 

Gentlemen:-

Upon checking the records of the Consult
ing County Engineer, Mr. George Lubrecht, in the 
matter of coal valuations for the City of Pittston, 
for the year 1944, I found that no valuations were 
placed on the following properties: 

Individual Owners of Tracts Coal 

Ward 2 

Reap Estate #3 
P. Joyce 
Constance Flanagan 

.Mrs. Wilder 
Thomas Maloney 
Strong, Bolin & Thompson 
Wisner Estate 

Ward 3 

Blackman Estate 
Benedict Estate 
F. Brandenburg 
Oscar E. Williams 
Keating & McHugh 

Total 

-----
Acres 

.83 

.40 

. 97 
• 22 

2.00 
1.91 
2.99 

Rate 1943 Val. 

717 
550 
550 

69 
608 
344 
279 

$ 595~00 
220.00 
534.00 
15.00 

1,216.00 
657.00 
834.00 

.28 301 84.00 

.14 220 31.00 

.24 415 loo.oo 

.12 220 26.00 
2.33 389 906.00 

12. ~-- -----$5-, 2-18-.-0-0 

------------------------



I 
i ........... 

' t 

( 

After questioning Mr. Lubrecht, I learned that 
these tracts have been taken over by Luzerne County for 
non-payment of taxes and therefore would not be subjected 
to County Tax. It is for this reason that no valuation 
was placed on these tracts for the ye.ar of 1944. 

I have called this matter to the attention of Mr. 
John Dobbie, Chief City Assessor and Mr. Thomas J. Halsey, 
City Engineer, and their recommendation on the matter is, 
that these properties be carried for the year 1944 at the 
same valuation as year 1943.· 

I therefore refer this matter to you, for your 
consideration and advice, and wait upon your action. 

/s/ 

Very truly yours, 

Office of the City Assessor 
City of Pitts ton, Pa., 
per: 

Edwin A. Sites 
Edwin A. Sites, Clerk. 
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and 
by unanimous vote upon Roll C,all of members present, the above 
properties were ordered r:;oarried_:_ in the assessment records since 
the sale of these properties by the County for non-payment of taxes 
referred to County Taxes only and in no way change the status of 
the City Tax records. 

Councilman John Sheridan addressed the chair, submitting 
a copy of Resolution received by him and adopted by ~~e School Dis
trict of the City of Pittston, at a meeting of the Pittston School 
Board held on ~!ay 8th, 1944, and asked that the Resolution be read 
by the City Clerk. 

Mayor Reilly objected to the Resolution being read 
since a copy of same had not been received by him; whereupon, it 
developed at this point, that all Councilmen had received a copy of 
the Resolution. 

Mayor Reilly then directed the City Clerk to proceed 
reading of the Resolution. 

Councilman Sheridan moved that the Resolution be received 
a~d placed in the minutes of this meeting. Mr. Grablick entered the 
discussion and inquired from Solicitor William H. Gillespie, whether 
or not the Mayor had the right, under the law, to stop reckless 
mining. Mr. Gillespie replied, 11 I am not a judge. The question is 
now up for decision before the Courts as a result of reckless mining 
in Lackawanna County. The police powers of the Mayor as far as 
reckless mining is concerned, have never been clearly defined by the 
Courts.tt 

Mayor Reilly again registered his objection to the Resolu
tion whereupon, on motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh and 
concurred in by Mr. Grabli ck and Mr. Turon, Mayor Reilly voting ''nayn, 
the Resolution was ordered received and spread upon the minutes of 
this meeting. 

- ·- ------~ ________ .. _____ _ 

: r 
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R E S 0 L U T I 0 N 

WHEREAS~ the mine cave evil, which now exists in the City of 

Pittston, is a continuing and menacing one, and 

WHEREAS, the Pittston City School District cannot subscribe to 

the proposition that what always was, must be, nor to the belief that 

no action -can legally be taken to remedy said evil, and 

~MEREAS, the people, in their quest for relief from the vicious 

evil of ruthless and reckless mining, which claims innocent lives and 

destroys property, must act on the belief that the law cannot be made , 

to serve the lawless; that it cannot forever be made the refuge for 

those who flagrantly violate fundamental human rights, and 

WHEREAS, as the result of reckless and unsupervised mining, life 

has been taken, and our churches, schools, homes and public buildings 

have been destroyed, and our highways are still being rendered unsafe 

for the traveling public, and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Pittston, has, under the police 

power, the authority and implement, by which he can stop all ruthless 

-.,~ and r-eckless mining, and further, he can enjoin the mining of coal under 

I i 

our public highways, therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Directors of the Pittston City 

School District, that they, believing that human rights, earnestly and 

constructively fought for, cannot be denied, do herewith petition the 

Mayor of the City of Pittston to exercise his prerogative, under law, 

and put an end to all reckless and ruthless mining in the City of Pitts

ton, and thereby show, to all the world, that we in Pittston can never 

countenance such a shocking and brutal violation of the most fundamental 

of all human rights, that of life itself, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be for

warded immediately to the Mayor and Council Members of Pittston City. 

THIS RESOLUTION PASSED this eight day of May, A. D. 1944. 

/s/ Thos. J. Hennigan /s/ Emmett Carroll 
Secretary. President. 

, ____ , ___ --------------------------------------------' 
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Mr. Walsh registered ob.jection to a story·in the S~nday 
Independent, Page 6, issue of Sunday, May 7th, 1944, charging that 
action regarding the mine cave menace was being delayed because certain 
officials were reported to have Coal Company connections. 

Mr. Walsh stated that, he for one, had no such connections, 
and declared the story to be a reflection upon the Mayor and Members of 
City Council. 

On motion of Mr. Walah, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk was instructed 
to request the writer of this article to be present at the next meeting 
of Council and explain as to whom he refers to as ttelected officials 
having such connectionsu. 

W.ayor Reilly stated that Mr. Louis-Pagnotti of the #9 
Coal Company assured him yesterday, of the willingness of himself and 
other coal operators, to contribute between $60,000.00 to $65,000.00 
toward a flushing operation, which was referred to by the Mayor as 
Project No. 1. The State Department of Mining at Harrisburg, Penna., 
to match this amount from the grant of $105,313.00, ear-marked by the 
Commonwealth from the Military Affairs Committee Disaster Fund, for 
use in Pittston for flushing purposes. The Mayor further stated that 
the flushing under this Project would cover the cave areas of the 5th 
and 6th Wards, extending from Mill to Center Street, to the Erie Rail
road, along Depew Street, including the 4th Ward Park. The contribu
tion, he said, would relieve the City of any financial obligation for 
the flushing of this area, and added that the Project will not cost 
the City of Pittston one cent. He further stated that this Project 
does not include flushing underneath the High School or the Butler 
Hill section of the City. This program was to protect the Checker 
or Surface Veins of this area. 

The flushing under the High School and Butler Street 
section is described as Project #2, and would cover the area within 

~· the 5th and 6th Wards, wherever a twenty foot (zor) rock cover does 
not exist. 

Mayor Reilly stated that there was no reckless mining 
being done, to which Mr: Walsh objected. He stated that a subsidence 
had occurred only yesterday in the vicinity of 105 LaGrange Street. 
The '.Mayor, in .reply to }!.r. Walsh, said 11 You evidently don 1 t know what 
youtre talking about. As far as I can learn, this damage is over the 
workings of the Old Eagle Shaft, which was abandoned many years agon. 
Mr. Walsh replied, 11 We're sick and tired hearing that Eagle Shaft talk11 , 
and added, ttwe 1 re fooling around too long, it 1 s time now to get busy 11 • 

Mr. Arthur Fullager, Chairman of ·the Pittston City n:I AM 
AN AMERICAN DAY 11 Coin.t'Tiittee extended an invitation to the Mayor and 
~!:embers of Council to attend these ceremonies which are to be held at 
the West Pittston Stadium on Sunday" May 21st, 1944, and also the 
Memorial Day exercises to be conducted at the Stadium on Sunday, May 
28th, 1944, by the combined Military Organizations of Greater Pittston. 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and 
by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, both invitations 
were accepted for which, the Mayor and members of Council are thankful 
to Mr. Fullagher. 

On complaint of Mr. Thomas l''oley, the City Clerk was 
instructed to notify the Mertz Hardware Company, at 11 South Main 
Street, City, that they would have to discontinue the display of 

~ their wares on the sidewalk, as, under a City Ordinance, this practice 
of displaying merchandise is strictly forbidden. 

_____________________________ ........J 
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RESOLUTION NO. 3716. Pittston, Pennsylvania, May llth, 191+4-. BE IT R.E:t 
SOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: ttTbat, due to tre 
temporary absence of Mrs. Jean Olszewski, clerk under the Office of 
Civilian Defense, Mr. Arthur Fullagher, be and hereby is appointed as 
temporary clerk under the Office of Civilian Defense, for and during 
the absence of Mrs. Olszewski." 

This appointment to become effective Tuesday, May 16, 19ltlt at the same 
rate of salary paid Mrs. Olszewski, ie: $1200.00 per annum or $100.00 

....._. per month. 

On motion of.Mr Turon, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution 
was adopted. 

Permit application dated May 1, 1944-, was submitted by The 
Pittston Flour & Feed Company, to remodel building at 55 Broad Street. 
Material to be used - plate glass windows - approximate cost, $75.00. 
Work to be done by Contractor Joseph Jordan. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above permit was granted, 
subject to approval by the proper Department bead. 

Permit application dated May 11, 19ltlt, was submitted by 
Irene Quackenbush, Oron Street, to erect a concrete loading platform 
30 1 x 30'. Material to be used- cinder block and fill- approximate 
cost, $150.00. Work to be done by Mr. Quackenbush. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the'above permit was granted, 
subject to approval by the proper Department bead. 

There being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Turon, 
• 1 seconded by Mr Grablick, to adjourn. 
\ i 

A.'.P P n· 0 V E D 

May 25, 191+4 

YEAS NAYS 
* G 
* w 1 

* T 
* s 2 

~ ' * R 
---- -----·' -- _~....., 

John D. McNulty 
City Clerk. 

I 

___ _j 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, MAY 25TH, 1944, AT 8:15 P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session Thursday, 
May 25th, 1944, at 8:-15 P.M., with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding, and 
all members of Council present. 

Minutes of reeular session of Thursday, May 11th, 1944, were 
read and, upon motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, approved of as read 
and ordered filed. 

Before preceeding with the regular order of business, Mayor 
Reilly stated that Mr. John B. Brosnan of Scranton, Penna., being in 
attendance, would be heard by the Mayor and Members of Council in 
order that he may be permitted to leave for his home in Scranton. 

Mr. Brosnan addressing the Mayor and Members of Council, 
stated that he was present for the purpose of presenting to City Council, 
an oil portrait of his deceased father-in-law, the Honorable Thomas 
Maloney, first Mayor of the City of Pittston; whereupon Mr. Brosnanrs 
son, John B. Jr., on behalf of his father ani mother, Mr. ani Mrs. 
(Nora Maloney) Brosnan, presented the portrait of Mr. Maloney to the 
City Council. 

Mayor Reilly thanked Mr. and Mrs. Brosnan and Son in accept
ing the portrait in the name of the citizens of the City of Pittston, 
and stated that the same would be placed, at a suitable time, on the 
walls in the office of the Mawor. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3717. Pittston, Penns-ylvania, May 25th, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVEJ5~---n:f~lie"""CTty Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it_ will 
be necessary to extend the positions of Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force, for an additional ten (10) days, from 
N!ay 13th, 1944. 11 

. 

On motj on of Mr. Turon, secor:ded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION lW~ 3718. Pittston, Pennsylvania, May 25th, 1944. BE IT 
'RESOLV".EEJ;oythe City Council of the City of Pittston: 11 Th~t it will 
be necessary to extend the positions of Special Police Officers and 
Police Clerks on the Force, for an additional ten (10) days, from 
May 23, 1944. 11 

On motion of Mr. Turon_, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3719. 
WHEREAS, by a written communication dated May 25, 1944, Ells

worth S. Keller and Roy W~/Voris, Trustees appointed by the United 
States District Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania, in pro
ceedings for the reorganization of a corporation under Chapter Ten of 
the Bankruptcy Act, docketed ·to No. 10445 in said Court, has notified 
the City Clerk of the City of Pittston that they, the said Trustees, 
accepted the Ordinance enacted by the Council of the City of Pittston, 
April 27, 1944, entitled 11 AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO T"'i:E STREET RAILWAY 
TRACKS ON i\'AIN STREET 11 and all the terms and provisions thereof; 

AND ~~EREAS, by a w~itten corr~unication dated May 25, 1944, 
the Wilkes-Barre Railway Corporation has notifj_ed the said City Clerk 
of the said City of Pittston that the said Corporation accepted the 
said Ordinance en acted by tbe said Council of the City of Pittston, 
April 27, 1944, entitled 11 AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE STREET RAILWAY 
TRACKS ON ~rAIN STREETn, and all terms and provisions thereof; 

AND VJHEREAS, the said Wilkes-Barre Railway Corp or at ion to
gether with the said Ellsworth S. Keller and Roy W. Voris, the said 
Trustees, in proceedings docketed to No. 10455 for the reorganization 
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of a corporation under Chapter Ten. of. the Bankruptcy Act, in the United 
States District Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania, has filed 
with the said City Clerk of the said City of Pittston, a bill of sale, 
dated May 25, 1944, in which the said Wilkes-Barre Railway Corporation, 
a Pennsylvania corporation, granted, bar0ained, sold, released and con
firmed. to the said City of Pittston, a municipal corporation of the 
Corr..monwealth of Pennsylvania, the street railway rails now in place on 
Jfain Street in the saj d City of Pitts ton from the Northerly City Line 
to the Southerly City Line in the said City of Pittston, in considera-
tion of the sum of One ($1.00) Dollar; ~ 

AND WHEREAS, the said Wilkes-Barre Railway Corporation has 
delivered to the said City Clerk of the said City of Pittston a check 
in the sum of ~~28, 147.24, dated May 24, 1944, and. payable to the said 
City of Pittston: 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the said Council of the City 
of Pittston, and it is hereby resolved by the authority of the same, 
that the above mentioned written communications, together with the 
said bill of sale, and the said check in the sum of ~f28,14'7.24, be 
and they are, hereby accepted, and the said City Clerk is hereby dir
ected to spread the contents of the said communications and bill of 
sale upon the minutes of Council and to file the same of record in 
the office of the said City Clerk of the said City of Pittston; and 
that the said check be delivered to the City Treasurer of the said 
City of Pittston by the said City Clerk of the said City of Pi t-cston 
and the said City Treasurer is hereby directed to deposit the said 
check in a special fund, separate and apart from any other funds in 
his possession as City Treasurer in order to provide for the payment 
of the cost of the removal of the said street railway rails and the 
cost of repairing the said Main Street track area. 

Submitted by Fr. Reilly. 
On I~otion of 1-.'r. Turon, seconded by TFr. Grablick, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted 
by the City Council of the City of Pittston, Penna., May 25th, 1944~ 

ATTEST: ___ _l'~_~y 25th, 194! ____ _ 

(SEAL) I sj__ John D. McNulty 
-~CLERKr.--

APPROVED: 

/s/ 

. _ May ·25th, 1944 ___ _ 

John J. Reilly 
~!fAY@. 

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct copy 
of Resolution No. 3'719, as the same appeared in the minutes of Council 
in the Office of the City Clerk, in the City of Pittston, Pennsylvania, 
and file of record in the said Office.· / 

(SEAL)- May 25th, 1944. /s/ John D. McNulty 
-·--JOHN D. M cNULTY-;-cfTY--CLif:RK-:-

CITY OF PIT'I'STON, PENNSYLVANIA. 

RE~OLUTION NO. 3720. 

WHEREAS, the coal assessments of both Pennsylvania Coal 
Company and Lehigh Valley Coal Company, for· City Tax purposes for 
the year 1944, as set forth in the 1944 City Tax Duplicate are tenta
tive, being based upon the 1943 coal assessments; 

AND WJ-IEREAS, these figures were used for the purpose of 
completing the Tax Duplicates, in order that the office of the City 
Treasurer and Tax Collector, may proceed with the collection of 
other City Taxes at the designated time; 
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FURTHER, since actual coal assessments of both Penn
sylvania Goa 1 Company and Lehigh Valley Coal Company have been, 
and still are, being prepared annually by the County Engineer's 
Office, these assessments have been, and still are, being accepted 
by the Council of the City of Pittston; 

NOV/ TEEREFCIHE,- eince the actual coal assessments of these 
properties as received from the office of the County Engineer, 
are less than the tentative figures set forth in the 1944 City 
Tax Duplicate, the City Treasurer and Tax Collector, is hereby 
authorized to correct said City Tax Duplicates for the year 1944, 
as per itemized statement of coal assessments of. the various 
wards attached hereto, and showing a decrease of $ 49,063.00 in 
the Pennsylvania Coal Company assessments, and$ 3,565.00 in the 
Lehigh Valley Coal Company assessments. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above RESOLUTION was 
adopted. 

Communication dated Pittston, Pennsylvania, May 25th, 1944, 
to the Honorable Mayor and Tfe·;nbers of City Council, and reading as 
follows, was submitted by t;he Director of Accounts and Finance, Mr. S. 
C. Grablick~ 

Gentlemen: 

I hereby recomnend payment of the foll~ving bills: 

Airport Sand & Gravel Company 
The Bell Telephone Co. of Pa. 
Clarkson Chemical Co., Inc. 
Duro Test Corp or at ion 
Harry C. Eunt 
Ludwig's Hardware 
Mitchell's Lumber Yard 
The Pittston Gazette Co. 
The Pittston Gazette Co. 

P. A. Sammon 

Scranton Chemical Company 

Sand and gravel 
Phone servie 
Material and supplies 
Ivia teri al and supplies 
Tax Statements 
( 3) Rakes 
Misc. supplies 
Advertising 
Programs: "I AM AN 
AMERICAN DAY11 

Insurance on fleet 
of trucks 
Material and supplies 

Respectfully submitted, 

SCG:f Sylvester C~ .Grablick 

$ 571.60 
56.32 
6.50 

44.45 
16.75 
9.45 

11.46 
17.10 

20.75 

17.40 
37.50 

$ 809.28 

/s/ 
·sY't\m·sTER · -c:-a RA'"B~L-:;:I-::::c~K-, -;D~I::-;RE=c::-::::T=o-=R. 
DEPARTMENT ACCOUNTS Al'ID FINANCE .. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above bills were 
approved and ordered paid when sufficient funds are available. 

Communication dated Pittston, Penna., May 12th, 1944, to 
the City Corr,missioners and reading as follows was received from the 
American Legion, John D. Stark Post No. 542~ 

Gentlemen: 

On behalf of Corp. John D. Stark Post, #542, American 
Legion, I am applying for the annual donation toward defraying 
expenses in conducting Memorial Day exercises. 



Trusting you again will contribute as in 
past ye-ars, I am, 

/s/ 

Sincerely yours, 

John J. Mosier 
John J. Mosier, 
Adjutant. 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, ·secor.ded by Mr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the usual donation 
of Fifty (~~50.00) Dollars was granted_, subject to the presentation 
of proper receipts covering total expenses. 

Communication dated Wilkes-Barre_, Pennsylvania, May 25, 
1944, addressed to I\'Ir. John D •. McNulty, City Clerk, am reading as 
follows, was received from the Wilkes-Barre Railway Corporation, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania: 

Dear Sir: 

The is to notify you that the Wyoming 
Valley Public Service Company having absorbed, by 
merger, the Pittston Street Car Company, hereby 
accepts the ordinance ena~ted by the Pittston City 
Council, April 27, 1944, entitled 

nAN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE 
STREET RAILWAY TRACKS ON 
MAIN ST RgET tt 

and all the ,terms and provisions ti·1ereof. 

(SEAL) 

ATTEST: 

Very truly yours, 

iNYOMING VALLEY PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY, 

j'Sj W. A. Rigg 
By: W. A. Rigg, 

President. 

A. S. Hitchner, /s/ 
Secretary. 

On motion of Iv'r. Sheridan, seconded by Iv'ir. Walsh, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll CaJl of members present, the above communica
tion was referred to the attention of the City Solicitor .. 

. Communication dated Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, May 25, 
1944, addressed to Ttfr. .John D. McNulty, City Clerk, and reading as 
follows, was receiyed from the Wilkes-Barre Railway Corporation, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 
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Dear Sir: 

This is to notify you that The Wilkes
Barre Railway Corporation hereby accepts the 
ordinance enacted by Pittston City Council, April 
27, 1944 and entitled 

nAN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE 
STREET RAILWAY TRACKS ON MAIN 
STREET 11 

and all the terms and provisions thereof. 

Very truly yours, 

THE WILKES-BARRE RAILWAY CORP. 

(SEAL) 

ATTEST: 

/s/ C. S. NacNab, 
C. S. MacNab, 
Secretary. 

/S/ H. B. Schooley, 
By: H. B. Schooley, 

President. 
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above con~unica
tion was referred to the City Solicitor. 

Communication dated Wilkes-Barre, Penna., May 25, 1944, 
addressed to Mr • .John D. McNulty, City Clerk, and reading as follows, 
was received from the Wilkes-Barre Railway Corporation, Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania: 

SV'.'R: gf 

Dear Sir: 

This is to notify you that Ellsworth S. Keller and Roy W. 
Voris, Trustees appointed by the United States District 
Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania in proceed
ings for the reorganization of a corporation under Chapter 
Ten of the Bankruptcy Act, said proceedings being docketed 
to.No. 10455, hereby accept the ordinance enacted by Pitts
ton City Council, April 27, 1944, and entitled 

nAN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE STREET 
RAILVjAY TRACKS ON If.AIN STREET 1t 

and all the terms and provisions thereof. 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ Ellsworth S. Keller 
Ellsworth S. Keller 
Trustee. 

/ s/ Roy W. Voris 
Roy W. Voris 
Trustee. 
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On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, ar1d by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communica
tion.was referred to the City Solicitor. 

Bill of Sale, reading as follows, was received from the 
Wilkes-Barre Railway Corporation: 

BILL OF SALE 

Know all men by these Present, that the Wilkes-Barre Railway Cor
poration, a Pennsylvania corporation, in consideration of the sum of 
One Dollar ($·1.00) to it paid by the City of Pittston, a municipal 
corporation of the Co~onwealth of Pennsylvania, as well as other . 
valuable consideration to said The Wilkes-Barre Railwaw Corporation 
specially moving., receipt whereof is hereby acknowled~ed, has granted, 
bargained, sold, released and confirmed and by these presents does 
grant, bargain, sell r·elease and confirm unto the said City of Pitts
ton, the street railway rails now in position on Main Street, from 
the northerly city line to·the southerly city line in said City of 
Pittston. 

To have and to hold all and singular the said street railway 
rails, by these presents bargained, sold, released, granted and con
firmed unto the said City of Pittston, to its only proper use and 
behoof, its successors and assigns forever. 

The Wilkes-Barre Railway Corporation, its successors, the bar
gained rails aforesaid unto the said City of Pittston, its successors 
and assigns, for and against all persons whomsoever shall and will war
rant and forever defend by these presents. 

In Witness vVhereof, the Wilkes-Barre Railway Corporation has 
caused its corporate seal to be hereunto affixed, duly attested, this 
25th day of May, 1944. 

(SEAL) 

ATTEST: 

/s/ C. S. MacNab, 
C. S. MacNab, 
Secretary. 

THE WILKES-BARRE RAILWAY CORPORATION 

By: H. B. Schooley 
----------,H~.~B-.~src'h_o_o~l'e~y~,-----------

/s/ 

/s/ 

President. 

Ellsworth S. Keller 
Ellsworth S. Keller 

Roy W. Voris 
Roy W. Voris 

Trustees in Proceedings No·. 10455 for 
the reorganization of a corporation 
unier Chapter X of the Bankruptcy Act, 
in the United 'S'tates District Court 
for the Middle District of Pennsylvania. 

On m9tion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Bill of 
Sale was referred to the attention of the City Solicitor. 
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On motion of' Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of' members present, the City Clerk was 
instructed to proceed with the opening and reading of' bids advertised 
f'or receipt and presentation at this meeting. 

. The City Clerk thereupon stated that bids had been received 
f'rom thirteen ( 13) dif'f'erent firms and proceeded with the reading of' 
each. Af'ter the reading of all bids received, on motion of' Mr. Grab
lick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call 
of' members present, the bids received were referred to the City Engin
eer, the City Clerk and the City Solicitor f'or tabulation ani report 
thereof to the next meeting of City Council. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk was 
instructed to advertise for bids f'or the removal of the Wilkes-Barre 
Railway Corporation rails f'rom lVIain Street and the repaving of the 
track area thereof. 

Perinit application dated May 25th, 1944, was received from 
the Fashion Shoe Store, 14 South Main Street, City of Pittston, to 
erect a building Neon sign at an ap~oximate cost of $150.00. Sign 
to be erected by the Prete Sign Co~pany, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. 

On motion.of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call oi' members present, the above applic~
tion was granted, sub.ject to approval of the proper department offi
cials. 

There being no further business, motion was made by Mr. 
Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call 
of members present, to adjourn. 

·--.·-
. -~- / 
. /. 

-----0 
- --_-.·~-----~-

-

ATTEST: June 8, 1944 

~~ o~~,~ 

YEAS 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

APPROVED 

June ~' 1944 

G 
w 
T 
s 
R 

John D. McNulty 
City Clerk. 

NAYS 
1 
2 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, J~TE 3, 1944, AT 9:10 P. M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session Thursday, June 
3, 1944, at 9:10P.M., with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding, and all me~ 
bers of Council present. 

Minutes of regular session of Thursday, May 25, 1944, were not 
read, but upon motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, ordered received and filed. 

Mayor Reilly submitted report dated June 1, 1944 of Parking Meter 
Fees and Fines received by his Department for the month of May, 1944, 
reading as follows: 

May 1, 1944 

May 1, 1944 

May 31, 1944 

May 31, 1944 

Parking Meter Fees 

Parking Violations 

Total 

$ 150.35 

4.00 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was. orderijd re
ceived and filed. 

City Treasurer M. P. Ruane submitted report dated May 31,. 1944, 
of receipts and disbursements by his office for the month of May, 1944, 
reading as follows: 

Cash on Hand, April 1, 1944 •· ...................................... $5$,19lt.~25 
Receipts during the month ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 50,g39.65 

Total $109,033.90 

Warrants paid •c•••·······················a•••••••••••••••·•····# 25,121.41 
Cash on Hand May 31, 1944 ••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••.••• g3,912.49 

Total $109,033.90 

Cash on Hand M?-Y 31, 1944, distributed to the following accounts: 

General fund ........................................ a. ... •••••••••••• $ 
Bond and Interest, 1923 Account ••••••••~····••••••••••••••······ 
Bond and Interest, 1935 Account···········~····················· 
Bond and Interest, 1933 Account····························~···· 
Bond and Interest, 1942 Account ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 
Special Fund, Track Removal •••••••••••••••••••••••.••..••••.•••• 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote uuon Roll Oall of members present, the above report was ordered re
ceived~ and filed. 

City Treasurer M. P. Ruane submitted report dated May 31, 1944, of 
Oity Licenses ~ssued by his office during the month of May, 1944, reading 
as follows: 
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John D. McNulty, Gity Clerk 
City of Pittston, Penna. 

Dear Mr. McNulty: 

May 31, 191+4 
Pittston,· Penna. 

I, herewith, submit my report of Gity License issued 
during the month of May, 191+1+: 

1311+. 

License applied for by: Anna, Frank Bubul, 
135 North Main StreetJ Pittston, Penna. 
License fee for one ~10 pinball machine 
for January 1, 191+1+ to January 1, 1945. 
Granted May 16, 1944. License # 670 ----------------~-=-- $ 25.00 

L~cense applied for by: Howard Weiskerger, 
57-59 South Main Street, Pittston, Penna. 
License fee for one (10 pinball machine 
for year ending 1943 and 1944 to 1945. 
Granted May 16, 1944. License # 671 ~----~------------------ 50.00 

License applied for by: James Lenza, 
75 Parsonage Street, Pittston, Penna. 
License fee for one (1) pinball machine 
for year ending December 31, 1944. 
Granted May 23, 1944. License # 672 --------------------------- 25.00 

License applied for by: Fashion Shoe 
Store, 14 South Main Street, Pittston, 
Penna. To erect a Neon bldg. sign, 
3ft. by 12ft., 150 lbs., galvanized 
metal. Two to three weeks. Furnished 
by Prete Sign Co., Wilkes-Barre. 
Granted May 25, 1944. License # 673 -------------~------------

jk 

Total 

Respectfully submitted, 

/ s/ M. P . Ruane 
Gi ty Treasurer 

2.00 

$ 102.00 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the abover~ was ordered received 
and filed. 

RE;:Jport dated June 1. , 1944, reading as follows, was received 
from the Health Officer, Mrs. Thomas Newcomb: 

Hon. Mayor and Members of City Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen! 

The following is my report for the month of May, 1944: 

Weekly reports sent to the Medical Director. 
Monthly report sent to the Medical Director. 
Complaints received and investigated~····· ...•• 30 
Restaurants inspected·················~········ 10 
Visits to Beef Houses .••••....•..•••••••••.•••. 2 
Visits to green produce houses . ~··•o•••······· 2 
Cases of Mumps reported •..••.•..••.•..•••••• 0 o. 2 
Oases of Scarlet Fever renorted ....•.........• 1 
Oases of Scarlet Fever released •..•••••..•.•.• 5 
Gases of Tuberculosis renorted ••.•••••••••••••• 2 
(6 East Oak Street, 40 Tomokins Street) b •tt d 

~espectfuLLY su m1 e , 
mTN:f s Mrs. Thos. Newcomb, Health Officer 
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On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by vote upon Roll Call 
of members present, the above report was ordered received and filed. 

Report dated June 1, 1944, reading as follows, was received from the Sealer 
of Weights and :Measures, Mrs. Thomas Newcomb: 

Ron. Mayor and Members of City Council, 
City of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: 

The following is my report for the·month of May, 1944: 

Person Scales 
Platform Scales 
Counter Scales 
Prescription Scales 
Liquid Measures 
Milk Bottles 
Yard Measures· 

Corrected & Sealed 

3 
3 

23 
4 

12 
6 
5 

Resnectfully submitted, 

/s/ Mrs. Thos. Newcomb 

MRS.. THOMAS NEWCOMB 

Adjusted 

1 
4 

mTN:f SEALER OF WEIGHTS & MEASURES 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by vote 
upon Roll Call of members present, the above report was ordered received 
and filed. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3721. Pittston, Pennsylvania, June 8, 1944. BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the Oity Council of the City of Pittston: 11 That it-will be 
necessary to extend the positions of Special Police Officers and Police 
Clerks on the Force, for an additional ten (10) days from June 2, 194411 • 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

Director of Accounts and ~inance Mr. S. c.· Grablick, in commun
ication dated June 8, 1944, addressed to the Honorable Mayor and Members 
of City Council recommended payment of the following bills! 

John A. Allan 
American Legion, John D. Stark 
Post #542 
V. E. Ohurchfield 
Consumer's Ice Company 
Duro-Test Corporation 
Eagen Hardware Company 
Egan Oil & Supply Company 
Wesley M. Evans 
Francon1 Auto Parts Company 
0. F. Goeringer Construction Co. 
Kehoe & Mc:namara 

Klein Auto Parts Co. 
Lehigh Valley Coal Company 

New York Casualty Company 

Pittston Printing Company 
P. A. Sammon 

Scranton Electric Company 
Scranton Electric Company 
Scranton-Spring-Brook Wal\!er Oo. 

Compensation audit 

Military contribution 
Traffic signal repairs 
April-May: ice for offices 
Material-supplies 
Miscellaneous supplies 
Gas & Oil 
(2) Month rent- City Yards 
Misc. auto parts-repairs 
Road Material 
Premiums on Bonds (Jos. A. 
Walsh and Wm. H. Gillespie) 
Misc. repairs 
Refund: over-payment of 

1944 City Taxes' 1 

Premiums on Bonds (Police
Patterson Sites) 
Traffic ViCYlation Notices 
Insurance on Public Liability 
and fleet of trucks 
Light service 
Street lighting'· 
Fire-hydrant rental 

(CONTINUED) 

50.00 
3·75 

54.00 
26.33 
30.95 
17.60 
70.0~ 
17.18 

230.00 

10.00 
5.85 

71-30 

20.00 
27-50 

290.19 
49.12 

1006.45 
133.34 



( CONTINUED ) 
Scranton-Spring-Brook Water Co. 
Frank Swingle 

Helen Swingle 

United Spanish-American War 
Veterans 1 Camp #17 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
P~st No~635 

Water service 
Refund: over-payment 

1943-44 City 
Refund: over-payment 

1943-44 City 

Military contribution 

Military contribution 

of 
Taxes 
of 

Taxes 

Total 
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12.55 

15.94 

15.94 

50.00 

50.00 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above bills were aPproved of 
as read. 

Communication dated June 8, 1944, and reading as follows was 
received from Attorney John T. Mulhall: 

The Mayor and Members of City Council, 
Pittston, Pa. 

Gentlemen: In re: Sale of Broad Street Lot. 

On February 27, 1943, the City entered into a contract of sale 
with my clients, Grace Loftus et al., for the purchase of the 
lot adjacent to the City Hall of Broad Street, for the sum of 
$5,120.00. The sale was to be completed on or before June 1, 
1944. 

My clients are willing to perform their part of the contract 
and I am writing this letter to learn when the City will be in 
position to complete its part of it. 

Thanking you for your consideration in the matter, I am 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ John T. Mulhall 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was referred 
to the City Solicitor and the City Clerk to arrange' for proper transfer of 
the above property to the City of Pittston, and the payment and settlement 
of same. 

Communication dated June 2, 1944, and reading as follows was re
ceived from Peter A. Garrity, President of the Greater Pittston Chamber of 
Commerce: 

Honorable Mayor, and Members of Pittston City Council, 
JH ttston, Pa. 

Gentlemen: 

For many years the Chamber of Commerce has had in mind the extension of 
Tompkins Street from Dock to Water Streets but due to the cost of the 
Reap property on Dock Street which said extension would cross it was 
quite impossible to do anything about it. 

Since the death of Leo Reap I have again taken up this matter with the 
Executives of his estate and I now feel that the property can be 
purchased at a reasonable figure. 

I would like the opportunity to discuss this matter further in person 
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with you gentlemen at your earliest convenience. 

Very t.ruly yours, 

/s/ -Peter A. Garrity 
Peter A. Garrity, President 
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PAG:BP Greater Pittston Chamber of Commerce 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the Council as a body, together with 
the City Solicitor, were instructed to meet with the executives or repre
sentatives of the Reap Estate, to consider proposal by said executives or 
representatives for the sale of this property to the City , and if favorable 
report is returned by said Committee, the City Engineer to prepare plans for 
the extension of Tompkins Street to Water Street. 

The following communication was received from the Executive 
Office of the President, Officefor Emergency Management, by E. F. Mattner, 
Space and Facilities Officer: 

RENEWAL OF LEASE 

BETWEEN 

CITY OF PITTSTON 

and 

Req. #A-51239 
OPA-Ratinning 

LEASE NO. OEM3~109~ 

THE UNITED STAT~s OF AMERICA 

This is to notify the above-named lessor that under the provisions 
of paragraph 5 of Lease No. OEM3a-109~ dated Dec. 16, 1942 
between CITY OF PITTSTON 
and the United States of America for premises, viz: 

Two rooms containing an area of eight hundred sixty (g6o) square 
feet, on the second floor of Old City Hall BuildPng, situate at 14 Water 
Street, City of Pittston, Commonwealth of-Pennsylvania. 

The United States of America this 31st day of May, 1944, 
elects to renew the said lease for the period of one year from 
July 1, 1944 and af$er June 30, 1944, and by these presents does 
renew, extend, and adopt the said lease and all the terms and con
ditions thereof for the period beginning July 1, 1944, and ending 
June 30, 1945 and is subject to the availability of Government fundsG 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

By /s/ E. F. Mattner 
E. F. Mattner 

Space and Facilities Officer 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk was instructed to 
ask for a rental of $75 per month or an increase of $15 per month over the 
present rental, this additional rental being necessary to help cover the 
general expenses of the building, particularly that of Janitor service. 
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CommUnication dated May 31, 1944, from the School District of the 
City of Pittston, Thomas J. Hennigan, Secretary, was received, reading as 
follows: 

John McNulty, Oity Clerk 
City Hall, Pittston, Pennsylvania 

My dear :Mr. McNulty: 

At a meeting of the Pittston City School 
Board held on May 29, 1944, the enclosed resolution 
was adopted. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Thomas J. Hennigan 
Thomas J. Hennigan 

Secretary 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Pittston City School 
District, at the meeting of May 8, 1944, passed a resolution condemning 
rtruthless and reckless mining" and called upon the Mayor of the City of 
Pittston to exercise his prerogative, under law, ru1d put an end to all 
such mining, and 

WHEREAS, Mayor Reilly, in a statement issued in the public press, 
characterized such action as flpoliticaP', now therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of the Pittston City 
School District, do analyze Mayor Reilly's charge, fun order to 
ascertain its truth or falsity: 

~ Item 1. Was it politics when, on December 13, 1937, Mr. John 0. 
Kehoe, then president of this board, introduced a resolution asking 
"the irrunediate co-operation of city and state authorities to prevent 
the imminent danger of caving and su~sidence which now threatens certain sec
tions of the Oity of Pittston due to unlawful and improvident mining opera
tions". 

Item 2. Was it politics when, on March 24, 1941, this board 
engaged an engin.eer 11 to make a survey of the mining being done under 
our several school buildings 11 in order to.iprotect the lives of our 
children and the property of our taxpayers, 

Item 3. Can we now be charged with being political because we seeR 
to carry on the'policy inaugurated as far back as 1937. 

Item 4. Can we be charged with being political because we accept 
our trust and seek to secure for all our citizens the right to live, 
unmolested by fear. 

Item 5· We believe we have acted without politics, without rancor, 
and above all, without fear. We shall continue so to act. 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we repaat our call upon Mayor Reilly 
to stop all ruthless and reckless mining in the City of Pittston, and that 
copies of this resolution be forwarded by registered mail, with a return 
receipt requested, to the Mayor and Council Members of the City of Pittston. 

This resolution passed by the Board of Directors of the School District 
of the City of Pittston this 29th day of May, 1944. 

Attest: 

/s/ Thos. J. Hennigan 
Secretary 

/s/ Emmett Oarroll 
President 
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On motion of !rr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above ReBolution was referred 
to the City Solicitor, as well as the School Board Solicitor, requesting 
that they jointly confer with the Pennsylvania Department of Mines, Harris
burg, Pennsylvania, to ascertain whether or not there is ruthless or reckles 
mining of coal within the confines of the Oity of Pittston. 

Tabulation of bids received and read at meeting of May 25, 1944, 
were presented and read, and upon motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. 
Sheridan, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, Contracts 
awarded to the low bidders, the contract covering gas to be divided equally 
among all three bidders. 

Councilman Joseph A. Walsh stated that he had called the attention! 
of Mr. Wilson of the No. 9 Coal Company on June 7th, 1944, to damaged sewer 
line on Mill Street, and that Mr. Wilson informed him that he had notified 
the City Clerk that repairs to same would be made by Monday of next week. 

. Mayor Reilly stated that Council as a whole would meet within the 
next week to make a general inspection of the City from the City line on the 
north to the City line on the south as to the condition of the streets, 
parks, and conditions in general. 

Permit application dated May 2B, 1944, was received from Newcomb 
Brothers, Broad Street, City, to remodel building known as the Broad Street 
Garage, material to be used, sand and cement, approximate cost of same, 
$600, work to be performed by Contractor T. F. Flanagan. 

On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous vote upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above permit was granted subject to approv. 
al by the proper department heads. 

Permit application dated June 5, 1944 was received from Joseph 
Trippi, 90 East Railroad Street, City, to construct concrete sidewa~k, 

~ material to be used, sand and cement, approximate cost of same, $75.00, 
Contractor, self; 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unanimous vote upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above permit was granted, subject to ap
proval by the proper department heads. 

Permit aBDlication dated June 5, 1944, was received from the 
Stegmaier Brewing ompany, to erect a neon sidewalk sign at place of 
business of Louis Butera,_ 173 South Main Street, City, type of sign, porce
lain, approximate cost, $25.00, to be erected by the Stegmaier Brewing Co., 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

On motion of Mr. Sheridan, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous vote upon 
Roll Call of members present, the above permit was granted, subject to 
approval by the proper department heads. 

There being no further business, on motion of Mr. Turon, seconded 
by Mr. Sheridan, and by una~imous·vote upon Roll Call of members present, 
Council adjourned. 

A P P R 0 V E D 
June 29th, 1944 

YEAS NAYS 
* G 1 
* w 2 --

~ ----
' --.-- -

',_. ,/ :: * T 

* s 
* R 

JOHH D. McNULTY 

CITY CLERK 
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PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANIA, JUNE 29, 1944 AT ~:30 P.M. 

Pittston City Council convened in regular session Thursday, June 
29th, 1944, at ~:30 P.M., with Mayor John J. Reilly presiding and ·all 
members of Council present. 

Minutes of regular session of Thursday, June ~' 1944, were not 
read, but upon motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by 1rr. Walsh, ~~d by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, ordered received and filed. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3722. Pittston, Pennsylvania. June 29, 1944. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Pittston: 11That it 
will be necessary to extend the positions of Special Police Officers 
and Police Clerks on the Force, for an additional ten (10) days from 
June 12, 1944. 11 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll fiall of members present, the above Resolution was·adopted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 372d. Pittston, Pennsylvania. June 29, 1944. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Cityouncil of the City of Pfttston: 11 That it 
will be necessary to extend the positions of Special Police Officers 
and Police Clerks on the Force, for an ~dditional ten (10) days from 
June 22, 1944. 11 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Gall of members present, the above Resolution was adopted. 

Director of Accounts & Finance, Mr. S. 0. Grablick, in communi
cation dated June 29, 1944, addressed to the Honorable Mayor and Members 
of City Council recommended payment of the following bills: 

Leo Fasciana 

0. E. Howell 

John D. Mcnulty 

Painting street markings 
and signs 

Ambulance service 

Postage stamps 

$ 75-00 

25.00 

20.00 

On motion of l.rr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above bills were approved 
as read and-ordered paid when sufficient funds are available. 

Communicat·ion dated June 27, 1944, reading as follows, was re
ceived from Frank B. Sgarlat 1 s Estate, Forty Fort, Pa.: 

Pittston City Council 
Pittston, Penna. 

Gentlemen:-

Please be advised that an error has been made on 
our bid of May 25th, 1944 as we can only furnish 1/2 11 and 
3/4 11 crushed Gravel also Washed Sand 

We cannot furnish Crushed Stone. 

Yours truly 
Frank B. Sgarlat Estate 

/s/ N. Bartholomew, Mgr. 
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by 
unanimous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication 
was ordered received and filed, and Bid referred to, therein, withdrawn. 

·The Banks Stone and Sand Company, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., being the 
only other bidder on No. 1 and No. 2-B Stone, was, upon motion of Mr. 
Grablick, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous vote upon Roll Call of 
members present, awa:rded the Contract to furnish the above-mentioned stone 
on their Bid of May 25, 1944. 

Cornrnlli!ication dated June 26, 1944, and reading as follows, was 
received from the Visiting Nurses Assoxiation: 

Pittston City Trucking Dept. 
Mr. John McNulty 

Dear Sir: 

The Visiting Nurse Association wishes to 
thank your Department for their most kind as
sistance in moving large pieces to the store
room for our White Elephant Sale. 

Transportation became quite a problem 
this year~ and we wish to extend our appre
ciation. 

Yours very truly 

/e/ Grace L. Thomvson 
President of V. N: A. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and upon Roll 
· Call of members present, the above c~mmunication was ordered received and 

filed. 

Communication dated Wilkes-Barre, Pa., June 29, 1944, to the 
Members of City Council, reading as follows, was received from Patrick J. 
Flannery: 

Gentlemen: 

The recent tragic drownings, and especially 
the drowning of a six year old c~ild in an unprotected 
creek two hundred feet from his home, call sharp atten
tion to the perilous and dangerous condition of the 
creek in the rear of Souch Main Street extending from 
the South Pittston Laurel Line station to Oak Street. 

This creek is totally unprotected. Approximately 
eight feet in depth, the top is level with the adjoining 
land, and three or four times daily a rapid and deep stream 
of water courses through from neighboring mining operations. 
It is dangerously attractive to little children who daily 
play in its vicinity. 

I am amare that this project was not completed 
because of the unavailability of materials. However, I 
feel that a protective covering of some kind could and 
should be placed thereon immediately, before some child is 
killed or drowned therein. 

In behalf of the residents of South Main Street 
and myself I respectfully request that you take proper 
steps to adequately and safely cover this creek which in 
its present condition is a grave menace. 

Very truly yours, 
Patrick J. Flannery PJF:ms /s/ 
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On motion of Mr. Walsh, seconded by Mr. Turon, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communicc:dion was 
referred to the City Engineer, with instructions to prepare estimate 
of costs necessary to correct condition referred to, therein. 

Communication dated Philadelphia, Pa., June 12, 1944, reading as 
follows, was received from the Gar Wood Industries, Incorporated: 

Mr. John D~ McNulty, City Clerk 
City Hall, Pittston, Penna. 

Dear Sir: 

With reference to your letter of June 7th, in which you 
state that you have received a complaint reggrding our 
Load-packer in which you say it is not holding up prop
erly, particularly at the rear part of the body. 

We note that you suggest our sending our Service man 
to Pittston at our earliest convenience, whibh we will 
do this ~eek if it is at all possible. 

We are temporarily tied up-on some special government 
work just now and as soon as this is completed we will 
arrange to have our Service Man contact you. 

We might mention, while writing, that we called Mr. James 
Halford, at the Broad St. Garage, who does your repair 
work, aoout the body and he stated that the job was still 
working but some of the welds are cracking along the angle at 
the top of the tail-gate and we think this is the angle where 
the tail-gate hinges on and is permitting the job to be thrown 
out of line. If this is the trouble it will take considerable 
time to remedy this and our man will take it up with you while 
in your City •. 

Trusting this is satisfactory to you, we are 

AEH:WA 

Yours very truly~ 

GAR WOOD INDUSTRIES, HJO. 

A. E. Hilderley 
Branch Manager 

On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and upon Roll 
Call of members present, the above co~nunication was ordered received and 
filed. 

Western Union Telegram dated Philadelphia, June 29, 1944, reading 
as follows, was received from the Gar Wood Industries, Inc.: 

SC42 9= PHILADELPHIA PENN 29 
JOHN D. MCNULTY= 

CITY CLERK PEi;. 

1037A 

RELET JUNE 26TH SERVICE MAN WILL ARRIVE TOMORROW MORIH!ITG= 
GARWOOD INDUSTRIES INC HILDERLEY 

26. 
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by Mr. Walsh, and by vote upo 
Roll Call of members present, the above telegram was ordered received and 
filed 4 

Communication dated ~hiladelphia 1 Pa. 1 June 20, 1944, reading as 
follows, was received from the Office for Emergency Management, E. F. Mattne 
Space and Facilities Officer: 

Mr. John D. McNulty, City Clerk 
City of Pittston 
Pennsylvania 

Re: Lease OEM3a-109S 
Dear Mr. McNulty: 

Acknowledgment is made of your letter of June 14th, 
1944 having reference to the Government 1 s continued occupancy 
of the space covered by the subject lease. 

We note your City's request for an increase in rent 
of Fifteen ($15..00) dollars monthly, to help defray the cost 
of rendering services called for in the lease. 

Established Government regulations prohibit the 
increase of any rental before the expiration of a lease, except 
where the Government, in consideration thereof, receives either 
additional space or services other than those called £or in the 
original lease. 

Will you please advise your City Council accordingly f 

However, should our continued occupancy work a monetary 
loss to your City, please so advise us and we will endeavor to 
relocate this Rationing Board in other space. 

Very truly ¥OUrs, 

THOMAS H. OSBORNE, 
Regional Director 

By: /s/ E. F. Mattner 
E.- F. Mattner 

Space & Facilities Officer 

On motion of Mr. Tul~on, seconded by Mr. Sheridan, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was 
ordered received and filed, and the City Clerk instructed to notify the 
Office for Emergency Management that the City Council agrees to the renewal 
of said lease for one year, beginning July 1, 1944, at the present rental 
of Sixty ($60.00) Dollars per month. 

On motion of Mr. Turon, seconded by Mr. Grablick, and by unani
mous vote upon Roll Call of members present, the City Clerk was instructed 
to submit the following bid to the Real Estate Department, Luzerne County 

'Commissioners, Court House, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.: 

Luzerne County Commissioners 
Luzerne County Court House 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

ATTENTION: Real Estate Dept. 

Real Estate Department 
Bid Form 

Municipality 
Date 

Pittston City 
June 29, 1944-
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In re: Sheet N0 . 46o4 
Treas. Sale No. 174 Feb., 1940 
Town Pittston City 
Description 30~32 R. R. St., 10 Wd. 
sold as prop. of Lucente Consenso 
Sold for 1929-1930 taxes 
Former owner Lucente Consenso 
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Gentlemen: 

I herPby submit a bid in the sum of $20.00 for the purchase 
of the above property subject to the approval of the County Commissioners, 
also confirmation by the Court. 

I am satisfied this is a fa.ir and reasonable offer for the 
following reasons: 

p. s. 

1. Property is in cave area. 

2. Nuisance exists on property which must be removed. 

3. Property will be improved oy city for recreational 
purposes of residents of neighborhood. 

4. 

By 

Very truly yours, 

City of Pittston, 

Signature 
Address 

City Clerk 
City Hall, 
Pittston, Pa. 

Make deed in the name of . . City of Pittston 

Name City of Pittston, 
Address City Hall, Pittston, Pa. 

See min. 7/14/43. 

Communication dated Harrisburg, Pa., June 21, 1944, and reading . 
as follows, was received from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania 
Public Utility Commission: 

John J. Reilly, Mayor 
City of Pittston 
Pittston, Pennsylvania 

P.U.M.O. 1215 

Ordinance dated April 27, 1944, of the City of Pittston granting 
to the Wilkes-Barre Railway Corporation the right to remove its 
street railway tracks on Main Street from the northe~ly city line 
to the southerly city line in the City of Pittston, Luzerne County. 

Dear Sir: 
Enclosed, herewith, is executed order of the 

Commission issued in the above entitled proceeding. 

Xindly acknowledge receipt in behalf of the 
City of Pittston, using for that purpose the enclosed form. 

EMJ': smg 
Encls. 

/s/ 
Very truly y0urs, 
J. A. Walter 
J. A. WALTER, Acting Secretary 
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On motion of Mr. Grablick, seconded by 1tr. Walsh, and by unanimous 
vote upon Roll Call of members present, the above communication was ordered 
received and filed, and the City Clerk instructed to acknowledge receipt of 
and have properly executed, Order referred to therein, using for that purpose 
the enclosed Order received, and reading as follows: · 

This 29th day of June 1944 

The undersigned hereby acknowledges receipt of 

Order 

rendered by the Commission in. 

-----=p:....:·c...::U:...:;.=M=o-"-0~·-1=2=1=-5-'----- under date of June 19, 1944 

and accepts service thereof in behalf of 

(SEAL) 

CITY OF PITTSTON 

BY: / s/ John D. Mc1~ul ty 

/s/ City Clerk 

The following communication was received June 28, 1944, from 
A. H. Stewart, M.D., Secretary of Health, Chairman, Sanitary Water Board: 

To All Holders of Permits from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Governing 
the Discharge to the Waters of the Commonwealth of Sewage, Industrial 
Wastes, ~nd Other Pollution and to All Other Parties Having an Interest 
Therein. 

GREETINGS: 

Notice is hereby given of public hearings to be held by the 
Sanitary W2ter Board of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania at the times and 
places set forth below to permit all municipalities, coroorations, and 
persons having interest therein, to present their views relative to the 
degree of treatment to be required by the Sani te_ry Water Board of sewage, 
industrial wastes, and any other polluting 1'Tastes discharged to the waters 
of the Commonwealth, and any changes or revocations of permits relative 
thereto: 

In the Senate Oaucus Room in the Capitol at Harrisburg, 
at 9:00 A.M. July 12, 1944 to consider the Susquehanna River from 
the confluence of the Forth and West Branches to the Maryland State 
Lirie; the Juniata River, and the tributaries of these rivers in 
Pennsylvania; and the streams tributary to the Potomac River in 
Pennsylvania. 

In Court Room No. 1 of the Court House in Williamsport, 
at 3:00 P.Mw, July 12, 1944 to consider the West Branch of the 
Susquehanna River, the Genesee River and their tributaries in 
Pennsylvania. 

In Court Room No. 1 of the Court House in Wilkes-Barre, 
at 10:00 A.M., July 13, 1944 to consider the North Branch of the 
Sus~uehanna River and its tributaries in Pennsylvania. 

All parties in 
statements upon the above 
meetings. 

interest desiring to submit testimony or 
matters are hereby invited to attend these 

/s/ A. H. Stewart 
A. H. Stewart, M~D. Secretary nf Health 
Chairman, Sanitary Water Board 
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